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Cricket returns to Mayow Park
Envirowork Lewisham, the local social enterprise that
employs and trains long term unemployed people,
has recently heard it has secured the funding it needs to
regenerate the oval at Mayow Park back into the cricket
ground it once was, along with the old cricket ground at
Hilly Fields Park in Brockley.
It has acquired £75,000 from the London Marathon Charitable
Trust towards the construction of 12 pitch squares at both
grounds and £243,000 from The Big Lottery Reaching
Communities fund to support the development of the project
in its first three years. Envirowork is also working closely
with the England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) to secure
additional funding to deliver the project.
Led by Mike Gatting, the ECB’s Managing Director of
Cricket Partnerships and ex-England captain, the ECB is in
negotiation to part fund the construction of the squares at
both grounds and to provide money for equipment for the
project which will be called ParkSport Lewisham. The ECB
sees the projects at Mayow Park and Hilly Fields as a way of
re-invigorating cricket in the local community.
Peter Ranken, Envirowork Lewisham’s Project Director,
said: “This is an extremely exciting and innovative project,
and a great example of partnership working with Lewisham
Council and the local community to develop underused areas
in local parks providing employment and training for local
unemployed people whilst creating opportunities for local
residents to get involved in community sport.”

Stage one of the project will begin in May/June this year
with the construction of the square to meet ECB minimum
standards with the contract being managed by the Council.
The outfield will be prepared by Envirowork with the intention
of the grounds being ready for use for the 2011 season.
Plans are also underway to secure further funding to renovate
the existing pavilion to provide additional changing facilities, a
café and rooms for community use.

Healthy eating
Meanwhile, the area next to the Pavilion is being transformed
by Envirowork trainees to develop a series of show gardens
and allotments to support the Mayor’s community food garden
initiative. The gardens and allotments have been designed to
give residents and community groups ideas on how they can
develop their own community gardens and will demonstrate
the types of plants that will flourish in today’s climate.
An emphasis has been given to drought tolerant plants that are
easy to raise from seed.
The gardens will be open in parallel to the Park opening
times and will be free to visit and an ideal place to relax and
have a cup of tea once a Café is opened.

Healthy recreation
Local residents and the Friends of Mayow Park have been
fully consulted and it is planned that cricket will once again be
played by local cricket clubs such as Catford Cyphers CC and
Sydenham Town and local secondary schools such as Forest
Hill and Sydenham plus local primary schools. Once the
outfield at Mayow Park is settled it will be made suitable for
football in the future.

Cricket in Mayow Park… as it used to be.
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Due to local elections the next newsletter will not be published until mid-June.
The deadline for articles will be Friday 28 May.
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Sydenham Road Improvement Scheme
Mayow Road to kent house Road
A £1.1m scheme to improve the ‘lower’ section of the high street.

A £4.7m scheme to improve Sydenham Road will be
underway by August. Lewisham’s Mayor and Cabinet
committee gave the go-ahead to the scheme on Wednesday
20 January, so now it’s down to the tendering and
construction phases, starting with improvements to Station
Approach. And the good news is that the eastern end of the
high street – from Mayow Road to Kent House Road - is also
included in the revamp. The scheme will work as follows:

Timetable:
• 20 January 2010 – Both schemes to be approved
by Lewisham Mayor and Cabinet.
• March 2010 – List of tenderers agreed
• May 2010 – Tenders issued
• July 2010 – Tender evaluation results reported to
Mayor and Cabinet
• August 2010 – Work commences
• November 2010 to Mid January 2011 – Minimal disruption
works (side streets Station Approach etc)
• August 2011 – Works completed Cobb’s Corner to
Mayow Road
• August 2011 to August 2012 – Works completed
Mayow Road to Kent House Road

Cobb’s Corner to Mayow Road
• £3.6m scheme to improve the core section of the high
street.
• This includes £310,000 to improve Sydenham Station
Approach.
• At the recent public exhibition 957 people completed
comment cards. In response to the question – Do you
support the proposals overall? – 89% answered yes; 6%
No; 5% don’t know and 1% gave no answer.

Barry Milton, Roads and Transport committee

Funeral for last direct train to Charing Cross
On Saturday 12 December, members of local amenity
societies from Sydenham, Forest Hill, Brockley and Telegraph
Hill staged a mock funeral to mark the passing of the last
direct train from Sydenham to Charing Cross. Dressed in
funereal black the mourners, with an accordionist playing
“The Funeral March”, carried a coffin from Forest Hill to
Charing Cross marking the end of this popular through route.
Evening commuters are already missing this direct through
service from Charing Cross and are forced to change trains
at London Bridge, crossing from one side of the station to
the other to pick up local trains adding considerable time to
homeward bound journeys.
A campaign opposing the cuts was mounted during
2009 and a petition “No to Train Cuts” attracted over 3000
signatures. Southern’s Charing Cross service was axed to make
way for Britain’s fastest commuter train, SouthEastern’s Javelin,
which shuttles between London and Kent at 140mph.
Further cuts to services are in the pipeline as Southern
plans to cut the number of trains travelling to London Bridge
after the morning peak hours from six an hour to four in May
2010 when the East London Overground service begins.
Campaigners say that they welcome the introduction of the
East London Line but argue it will only serve about 30% of
commuters. The core service into London Bridge is already
overcrowded and needs to be retained.
Problems are also anticipated at Canada Water as the
upgrade of the Jubilee Line is running six months late. This will
add to difficult travelling conditions particularly for peak hour
commuters both morning and evening.
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Sydenham International Music Festival 2010
May 23 – June 27
There is a fancy dress competition and children are invited
to come dressed as one of the animals in the carnival. Also
featured is a lively arrangement of Scottish Dances with the
appearance of the Scottish Bagpipes.
To complete the line up another opera star, Emma Selway,
will give the afternoon tea concert at St Christopher’s Hospice.

International Opera star, Susan Bullock, makes a sensational
appearance in 2010 reflecting the growing international
reputation of the Sydenham International Music Festival,
now in its seventh year. Recognised as one of the world’s
leading Wagnerian sopranos, Susan Bullock comes together
with Maestro Robert Trory and the St. Bartholomew
Festival Orchestra in Wagner’s ‘Wesendock Leider’ and
Cantaloube’s ‘Songs of the Auvergne’.
The ever-popular virtuoso Russian violinist, Sergey Dogadin,
opens the Festival with a performance of Brahms’ Violin Concerto.
He then teams up with Martin Roscoe, piano, for a first recital that
will demonstrate his continuing artistic development.
Making a welcome return is young Serbian cellist, Maya
Bogdanovic, who amazed the audience in 2009 with her
performance of the Shostakovich Cello Concerto. Maja closes
the 2010 Festival with Elgar’s Cello Concert.
The backbone of the Festival is the St Bartholomew
Festival Orchestra, gathering the most prestigious players from
London‘s internationally recognised orchestras. Together with
conductor Robert Trory, the Festival Director, their reputation
is now well established.
The Dolphin Pub once again hosts two concerts – the first
with the ever-popular Fidelio Piano Quartet and the second
with the London Conchord Ensemble Wind Quintet who will
give an entertaining evening of light-hearted music for a relaxing
summer evening.
A sell-out last year, the annual Children’s Concert provides
a fun-packed concert for children of all ages and features the
ever-popular “A Carnival of Animals” narrated by Jamie Ripman.

Full information about the Festival is available online at
www.sydenhammusic.org.uk together with tickets for the
major concerts in St Bartholomew’s Church. All tickets are
available by post, telephone and in person from the
Box Office at Kirkdale Bookshop 272, Kirkdale, SE26 4RS
(8778 4701)

Sydenham International Music Festival 2010 Programme
Sunday 23 May – 7.30pm. Concert at St Bartholomew’s
Church with St Bartholomew’s Festival Orchestra, conducted
by Robert Trory and soloist Sergey Dogadin. Programme:
Rossini – Overture ‘The Silken Ladder’, Brahms – Violin
Concerto in D Op.77, Mozart – Symphony No.41 ‘Jupiter’.
£18, £12 cons.

Conchord Ensemble play an evening of woodwind quintets
including music by Barber, Beethoven and Mozart. £10.
Sunday 13 June – 7.30pm at St Bart’s Church, Susan Bullock
In Concert. The internationally renowned soprano joins the
St Bartholomew’s Festival Orchestra. Programme: Mozart –
Symphony No.29 in A K201, Wagner – ‘Wesendonck’ Lieder,
Ravel – ‘Le Tombeau de Couperin’, Cantaloube – ‘Songs of the
Auvergne’. £18, £12 cons.

Wednesday 26 May – 2.30pm at St Christopher’s Hospice,
Emma Selway, mezzo soprano and Lindy Tennent-Brown,
piano – a programme of popular and classical songs. £10,
including tea.

Saturday 19 June – 11am at St Bart’s Church. Children’s
Concert with the St Bartholomew’s Festival featuring the
‘Carnival of the Animals’ by Saint-Saens with narrator Jamie
Ripman. Fancy dress competition. £6.

Sunday 30 May – 7.30pm at St Bart’s Church. Sergey Dogadin,
violin and Martin Roscoe, piano. A recital for solo violin and
piano with works by Beethoven, Ysaye, Paganini, Frank, SaintSaens. £16, £10 cons.

Sunday 27 June – 7.30pm at St Bart’s Church. The final
concert of the 2010 festival features the St Bartholomew’s
Festival Orchestra with Robert Trory, conductor, and Maja
Bogdanovic, cello. Programme: Weber – Overture ‘Oberon’,
Elgar – concerto for Cello in E minor Op.85, Sibelius –
Symphony no. 5 in Eb Major Op.82.

Wednesday 2 June – at 7.30pm. The popular Fidelio Piano
Quartet return to the Dolphin PH to play works by Beethoven,
Brahms and Dvorak. £10.
Tuesday 8 June – 7.30pm at the Dolphin PH London
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Sydenham Arts Festival Summer Season 2010
Arts events already fixed:
Sydenham International Music Festival which will run from
23 May – 27 June. See article on opposite page.
Independent Booksellers Week. Monday 14 June – Monday
21 June at Kirkdale Bookshop (with a programme of events,
including readings and book signings)
Forest Fest. Saturday 17 June at Forest Hill Boys School –
a community Arts Festival and Fair, with creative workshops,
arts market and traditional fete activities

performances of the London Bubble Theatre in Sydenham
Wells Park, a Children’s Theatre event, a Singer-Song Writer
night and a Comedy night. Rich pickings indeed!

Other events for the 2010 Summer Season being considered,
but yet to be firmed up are:

The deadline for details of all events to be included in the
Sydenham Arts Festival 2010 Summer Season is 31 March
so if you have ideas about putting on an arts performance or
workshop of any kind during the summer please get in touch at
Kirkdale Bookshop urgently. The Calendar is open and you can
discuss what dates are available.

In June:
Theatre at the Trattoria Raffaele: by Spontaneous
Productions, whose previous productions include
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” and the “Sherlock Holmes
and the Curse of the Werewolf”.

Now for the sting in the tail… Who is to promote all
these events?

During July:
The Visual Arts Trail – The Visual Arts Team is discussing
with local artists a weekend (or two) of Open Studios and
exhibitions, an event which proved popular during 2009.

The Sydenham Arts Festival team have identified a need for
publicity, marketing and funding. There is approximately £4000
in the bank, a legacy from the 2009 Festival, to assist in kickstarting the 2010 Summer Season

“Sydenham Sings” – an opportunity for Sydenham to turn out
to show how good its community singing can be.

The Visual Arts Team is already talking to the artists about the
production of a leaflet advertising their inclusion in this year’s Festival.

A Balalaika Concert and a Swing Concert - two concerts at
the Dolphin PH for the local community to enjoy. Last year’s
Balalaika concert at the Dolphin was a sell out success and
Michael and Violeta would like to repeat this in 2010 AND
provide a venue for a swing concert, too!

If the proposed programme has renewed your enthusiasm
for being part of the Sydenham Arts Festival in 2010 have you
skills you can offer to assist in making the festival a success,
particularly in the field of promoting the events to the wider
community? If so, the Arts Festival team would love to
hear from you as soon as possible. Please call in at Kirkdale
Bookshop to discuss.

Alex Carter, who had a sell out success with her Cabaret
Songs in 2009, is putting together a programme of “Blitz” songs
for our delectation.
Sydenham’s Got Talent was a success last year and it is hoped
to reprise this in 2010.

Ideas for the 2011 Sydenham Arts Festival are being initiated
and with accounts available someone the organisers are looking
for someone with experience in writing funding bids to come
forward. Is that person you?

Also being planned is a Poetry event at the Golden Lion, which
will continue its regular weekly, popular programme of Jazz
and Blues.

Help is needed – without the skills identified, the 2010
Summer Season of the Arts, which promises so much, will
not take place under the Sydenham Arts Festival umbrella.

Throughout July Sydenham Community Radio has been
granted an FM radio broadcast licence and plans to broadcast
Sydenham Arts Festival music events live so those who cannot
get to events can listen at home through their very own radios!

how long before the next bus arrives?

In August:

Good news for local bus passengers. Transport for London
(TfL) has announced that two pairs of bus stops in central
Sydenham will be fitted with dot matrix countdown
indicators – visual displays which show how long it is before
the next bus arrives. In 2011, the stops outside Boots and
outside LA Fitness (plus the bus stops on the other side of
the road) will be fitted with the new indicators.

The Three Musketeers – another of the annual Spontaneous
Productions popular sell-out, must-see, dramatic events which
take place in the Garden of the Dolphin.
Other events being discussed as part of Sydenham
Arts Festival 2010 Summer Season, but as yet with no
firm dates, are the popular annual, unique theatrical
5
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Forest Hill Ward Assembly Update
Mayor’s Fund update:
The Forest Hill Ward Assembly is very pleased that we
have more than doubled the £50k given to use to spend
locally over the last two years. We know what a tremendous
difference these projects will make to the local area when they
are implemented.
• £20k to pay for Fire safety works so that Platform One Youth
Club can be reopened after being closed for a long time.
This will bring back a dedicated Youth Facility to Forest Hill.
• £5.5k to clean and flood light the canal mural on David’s Road
• £4.3k to support Rockbourne Youth Club.
• £4k to pay for new signs for Devonshire Road Nature Reserve.
• £3.8k to pay for the design work for a new Toilet block in
the Horniman Triangle Play Park.
• £7.3k to support DoubleJab Boxing Gym.
• £2.5k to commission an audit of street Clutter in the town centre.
• £1k to plant additional trees.
• £1k to improve the publicity for the Assembly.
• £500 to renew the Hedge in the Horniman Play Park.

Forest hill Pools:
At the last Assembly meeting on 1 February, the head of
architects’ practice Roberts Limbrick presented the latest plans
for the redevelopment of the Pools. He confirmed that the
new building, behind the retained frontage, will have an exciting
wavy roof design. The new leisure facilities will contain two
pools in the same orientation as those previously; a full size
pool and a good sized training pool, both lit by natural light.
The changing rooms will be located in the centre with a gym
located above the training pool, along with community space.
The pools will also contain a café and an outside seating area.
The architects have been working hard to turn concepts
into working plans and have thought long and hard about the
disparity in land levels; also how to make the roof design work
and provide service access; and how to make the best use of
the limited space and public circulation.
The new plans won approval from the Assembly and those
attending were given the opportunity to ask questions. The
designs are not finalised, but are developing quickly. The council
is planning to demolish the old pools in the next 3 months and
to take the new plans through planning in May so that the new
building can be opened at the beginning of 2012, if all goes well!

A copy of the Forest Hill Ward Assembly Newsletter,
containing more information can be found on the Forest Hill
Society Web site and the Forest Hill Assembly page of the
Council’s web site.

New Toilets for horniman Play Park:
Lewisham’s parks Regeneration Manager presented plans for
new toilets in the Horniman Play Park. The park benefited from
the Government Play Builder grant which paid for the new ‘sand
pit’. The popularity of the new park has created a demand for
toilets to be built next to the café. The Ward Assembly provided
£3.8k to pay for design work and to get the plans through the
planning process. In exchange, the council has found funds, as
part of the new parks contract, to build these much need toilets.
The new toilets should be open for the summer.

Cllrs Alex Feakes, Phillip Peake, John Russell

The Forest Hill Underpass
Great news! At long last Lewisham Council and Network
Rail have combined to produce firm plans for improving
the underpass at Forest Hill station.
At a recent Council meeting chaired by the Mayor,
Sir Steve Bullock, Network Rail (who own the underpass)
committed to undertaking significant improvement
works including re-surfacing the underpass floor, installing
de-mountable panels as a form of cladding on the wall
surfaces and improved drainage. The existing mural was
acknowledged to be in a very poor state and the Council
has in mind consulting locally about a possible replacement.
Network Rail plan to begin improvement works in April
2010, when the new footbridge opens.
The Sydenham and Forest Hill Societies have long
pressed for improvements to the underpass. However,
Councillor Heidi Alexander, Deputy Mayor, deserves a
special vote of thanks. She has for several years taken
a consistent and active interest in the underpass and
played a key role in persuading Network Rail to allocate
resources to the problem.

Improving Forest hill high Street:
The Assembly discussed a report on reducing street clutter
paid for out of the Mayor’s Fund and agreed to make a referral
direct to Mayor and Cabinet asking the council to respond to
the report’s recommendations for improvements. This referral
will be presented to Mayor and Cabinet in March and asks the
council to work up an area based improvement scheme. This
would be the basis for a longer-term plan to improve the high
street in Forest Hill.
The Assembly had a question and answer session with the
Council’s Head of Economic Development about the state of
the high street and what the council could or should be doing
to improve it. This was a useful discussion and the start of an
ongoing dialogue. Improving the high street and addressing the
issue of empty shops is one of the five priorities for the Ward
Assembly and one we will be doing more work on next year.
A survey undertaken by members of the Co-ordinating Group
shows that at least 25% of our shops are closed, although the
council is claiming a lower figure.

Bryan Leslie, Roads and Transport Committee
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Latest from the Sydenham Assembly – Local Voices, Local Choices
and housing. There will also be opportunities for entry into
education, employment and training.
The new youth centre will open from 9.00am to 10.00pm
seven days a week, and will provide a modern, safe place
which local young people will have a key role in developing and
running. Whilst the focus of the centre is on young people, it
will be a resource for the whole community.

Please come along to the 9th meeting of the Sydenham
Assembly where we will be reviewing the top five priorities
for Sydenham and agreeing the Sydenham Assembly
Charter. The meeting is at 7pm on Thursday 4 March at the
Grove Centre, 2 Jews Walk. One of our many achievements
is the funding of a new youth centre.
At the first Sydenham Assembly in March 2008 the
top priority was providing more youth facilities, including a
new youth centre. Now exciting times are ahead for young
people in Sydenham following the award of £3.5m to build
a world-class youth centre on the corner of Wells Park and
Coombe Road. Many people have said to me
that providing facilities and activities for young
people was extremely important and giving
young people access to a positive recreational
experience is an important tool in tackling
antisocial behaviour, as well as helping young
people to socialise in their communities.
A whole range of facilities will be on offer,
including a training kitchen, recording studio,
youth theatre and dance studio. There will also
be activities such as horticulture, graffiti art,
football, basketball and skateboarding. As well as
having access to fun and learning facilities, young
people will be able to seek help and advice at the
centre on issues such as money, sexual health

Cllr Chris Best, Sydenham Ward and Cabinet Member
for Community Services. Tel: 8659 6445
Cllr_Chris.Best@lewisham.gov.uk

Architect’s impression of new youth centre

How Lewisham Council manages dog issues in Sydenham
behaviour linked with the misuse and mistreatment of dogs.
A problem experienced by many pedestrians is dog fouling.
Since Lewisham introduced Dog Control Orders, it has been
an offence to fail to remove your dog’s faeces. This offence
carries a £75 Fixed Penalty Notice and is enforced by officers
such as parks contractors, street wardens and PCSOs who
work with Lewisham’s Environmental Enforcement team.
The Dog Control Order notices hurriedly put up on
lampposts last year by Lewisham to make residents aware of
the new order have not fared well. These will soon be replaced
with more permanent examples.
To reduce the problem I recently walked around a Ward
“hotspot” with Lewisham’s Environment team mapping dog
faeces thereby identifying the routes and times of the fouling.
The conclusion reached was that the route involved was
to and from a local primary school. To reduce this antisocial
activity, Perry Vale’s Safer Neighbourhood Team posted a letter
through doors on the routes requesting dog owners to be
more responsible, and we have worked with the school to
make parents aware of the problem.
If local residents think that a similar mapping exercise would
be useful please contact me, and I shall arrange it.

There are many very caring and responsible dog owners in
Sydenham, yet irresponsible dog owners adversely affect
the area. A dog is considered a stray if it is not under the
control in any public place, or on private land without the
landowner’s permission, and this may result in the dog
being picked up by Lewisham’s Animal Welfare Service and
its owner fined for its return.
This is an increasing problem in Lewisham as there has been
a large increase in the numbers of stray dogs, from 54 in 2006 to
398 in 2009. Intelligence is being used to map stray dogs in the
borough, and thus target resources to tackle the growing problem.
Since April 2008 the responsibility for stray dogs lies with
the local authority. Previously Lewisham operated a Monday
to Friday 8.30am – 4.30pm service, but now there is an out of
hours service available. The calls to this service have increased,
especially calls regarding dog on dog attacks and the fear of dog
attacks. To address these issues, Lewisham
• has raised the profile of our service with articles in the local press
• is educating the community on dog welfare and the
implications of irresponsible ownership and is holding free
micro-chipping sessions
• is sharing information between partnership organisations
to tackle dog related issues with joint enforcement patrols
where dog antisocial behaviour is an issue
• is protecting the community by reducing the levels of anti-social

Cllr Susan Wise, Cabinet Member for Customer Services.
Tel: 8699 6520. Cllr_Susan.Wise@lewisham.gov.uk
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Review of 2009 / where we are headed
Where we are headed
In an age of long-term decline of mass membership
organisations, locally the Sydenham Society bucks the trend.
I believe this is because we combine the social and general
interest side (outings, events such as Club 26 meals out,
quiz nights and local history talks by Steve Grindlay) with real
campaigning. Sydenham is an attractive place to live and work,
but there are still improvements to campaign for. In this we add
something that modern, internet-based campaigning does not
have. Our members are finely tuned to what is going on from
all the other networks we are involved with. There are times
when our positions are controversial, but to duck controversy
is to give up as a campaigning organisation. On the other hand,
when others are getting on with some initiative, we will often
be aware of it, and as individuals maybe help or participate, but
no more. This is the Sydenham Society network, and it is there
for the wider community.
But we are not immune to the forces which have led
to the decline of other groups: many people (in particular
commuters, independent businesses, parents with young
children) share our civic sense, but struggle to find the time to
get involved; but they – we – still meet in our local cafes, gyms,
parks and pubs and, along with other topics, comment on the
state of Sydenham Road, what’s going on with the Greyhound
etc. Others will meet online, such as on the Sydenham Town
Forum, and other local blogs. I would like the Sydenham
Society to be part of how these new groups of civic-minded
citizens make their voices heard.
The two years I have spent as Chair of the Sydenham
Society have been enormously enriching. There is little I enjoy
more than being here, knowing people I see on the streets,
understanding something of what is going on, and being able
to do at least something to make improvements. Writing this I
almost wonder why I am not standing again! But I do need to
give more time to my paid-for work, as well as exploring more
about how to “do civics in the 21st century”.

I am writing this review having
less than 24 hours earlier sent
out an enewsletter including an
announcement that I will not be
standing again as Chair of the
Sydenham Society. Therefore,
as well as the usual review of the
year, I will conclude with some
personal thoughts on where we
are headed.
Sydenham Road
2009 was a difficult year for Sydenham, with roadworks for
much of the time. The disruption will continue in 2010 with
the project to spend over £3m on improvements to Sydenham
Road but, subject to details, we have been clear supporters
of this. The longer-term benefits are clear, Council approval
has now been won and, noticeably, new businesses are also
investing in the area. With our general support, plans for
redevelopment of the Greyhound proceed, and will mean the
retention of the historic heart of the pub and the creation of a
new public square together with some good quality retail space
and 39 residential units.
Rail
Very soon the introduction of the East London Line extension
will deliver a major boost to Sydenham. However, we have
continued to represent the views of travellers, in particular
protesting at the decision to axe the Charing Cross service and
the chaotic introduction of Oystercards.
Forest Hill Pools
Two years ago Forest Hill Pools and Louise House faced
imminent demolition, with the Council convinced it was
impossible to fit modern pools into the existing streetscape.
But somehow community groups such as The Sydenham Society
and the Forest Hill Society convinced them otherwise, and our
members are now involved in discussions about the design of
the new pools and new, practical uses for Louise House.

Tim Lund

Parks
We have reported on the fantastic efforts of the Friends groups
for all our local parks. The success of securing funding to develop
cricket in Mayow Park belongs to Peter Ranken and Envirowork,
and we have also strongly supported this far-sighted initiative.
Results of the 36 Sydenham road names hidden in the
Word Search in our last newsletter:

Community
A major blight has been the presence of a group of “street drinkers”.
Our members have been involved with the Council, police,
traders and other community groups in developing a strategy to
deal with this. This is just one example: many other issues come
up at Sydenham and other ward Assemblies, with our members
actively involved, working with all sections of the community.

ADDINGTON, BURGHILL, BYNE, CATOR , COLLINGTREE,
DARTMOUTH, DEFRENE, GIRTON, HALIFAX, HALL DRIVE, HAZEL,
HILLCREST, HOMECROFT, JEWS WALK, KANGLEY BRIDGE, KELVIN,
KINGSTHORPE, KINVER, KIRKDALE, LAMMAS GREEN, LARKBERE,
LONGTON, MAYOW, MOUNT ASH, OTTO, PANMURE, ROUND HILL,
SHEENEWOOD, STANTON, SYDENHAM, TANNSFELD, THAKEHAM,
THE PEAK,VENNER, WOODBASTWICK, WOODSYRE
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ThE SyDENhAM SOCIETy
Income and Expenditure Account for the year Ended 31st December 2009
2008

2009

£

£

4774

4171
399
204
-

Income
Subscriptions
Donations
Interest on National Savings and Bank Accounts
Excess from functions and excursions

3989.00
268.00
20.42
52.50

4329.92

2615

1610
189
280
40
190
100
114
92

Expenditure
Printing and stationery
Postage and telephone
Public meetings
Subscriptions to Civic Trust and other organisations
St Bart’s floodlighting
Insurance
Equipment and website
Eleanor Marx unveiling
Sydenham Arts Festival
Miscellaneous expenses
AGM

1684.48
219.70
85.01
182.00
40.00
190.00
72.75
1170.98
101.51
25.00

3771.43

Excess of income over expenditure

2159

558.49

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 2009

9455

244
9211

6927
2528

244

National Savings Investment Account
Cash at Bank
Less
Subscriptions in advance

6946.92
3107.32

285.00

Accumulated fund 31.12.2008
Excess of income over expenditure

9210.75
558.49

Balance 31.12.2009

9769.24

10054.24

285.00
9769.24

h R FEAThER - hON TREASuRER

I have examined the above Income and Expenditure Account and Balance Sheet with the books and records of the Society, and
have obtained all the information I require. In my opinion these financial statements give a true and fair view of the financial affairs
of the Society as at 31st December 2009 and of the income and expenditure for the year then ended.
M J whEELER - hON AuDITOR

Date: 23 January 2010
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Steve Grindlay
Steve’s contribution
first to the Society’s
Conservation Committee
and subsequently the
Executive Committee has
been in identifying the
historical value of certain
buildings, and advising
members accordingly.
However, most people
know Steve from the many
walks and illustrated talks he
has given, and largely due to the meticulous research he puts
in, these are always well received. Over 130 people attended
his recent Croydon Canal bi-centennial walk and talk at
the Hob. He has also written a number of articles for the
Society’s newsletter.
Recently Steve came home, slightly puzzled that an
apparent stranger had hailed him from across the street before
disappearing into the crowd. This was later explained by a
thread on the Sydenham Town Forum entitled, “Waving at
Steve”, where this was promoted as an activity to be pursued.
He is afraid this could catch on. Ah, the price of fame!

For someone with a high profile due to his encyclopaedic
knowledge of the local area, Steve Grindlay is a reluctant
local celebrity. He grew up in North London, and it was his
admission to Goldsmiths’ College in the 1960s that brought
him south of the river, coincidentally to the area where he
had family roots. Steve’s parents grew up in Brockley and
married at St John’s Presbyterian Church in Devonshire Road,
now demolished. Steve and wife Sue moved to Sydenham in
1975 and joined the Sydenham Society in the early 1990s.
Steve began working for Lewisham Reference Library
in 1994 and the access to reference material, learning about
methods of research and especially working in Local Studies
crystallised an interest in local history that had always been
there. He has been a member of the London Topographical
Society, the London and Middlesex Archaeological Society and
the Lewisham Local History Society for many years.
In 2000 Steve obtained an Advanced Diploma in Local
History via the Internet. When he left the library in 2002, he
had amassed a great deal of knowledge about how to use
reference and archive material. His work in the library and his
‘insider’ view of the secure environment which houses this
unique and valuable collection had fired his imagination, and he
began to immerse himself in the local history of Sydenham and
Forest Hill. That passion continues to this day.
Steve has over 1000 books on the history of London
and some hundreds on South East London. He is presently
compiling a database from street directories and census returns
of people and families who lived in Sydenham and Forest Hill
up to the mid twentieth century. Nearly 40,000 individuals
and families are so far recorded, and this puts Steve in a good
position to answer the many queries he receives from people
across the world with ancestors in Sydenham. He says that
the information sharing is two-way, as, although the research
is rewarding in itself, he is always pleased to receive new
information from family members.

This is the fifth in a series of articles on members of the
Sydenham Society. If you would like to be featured in this series,
or know someone whose views would be of interest to other
members, please contact Sue Grindlay on 020 8699 6398 or sue.
grindlay@gmail.com
Ed note: Steve Grindlay is a Sydenham Society Executive
Committee member with special responsibility for local history
matters. His next talk for Sydenham Society members, “Local
Artists and Musicians”, will be held on Tuesday 9 March at
7.45pm at the Golden Lion – admission £2

Honey Pot Campaign

Small Grants Project

The Honey Pot is a public fund accessible to young people to
improve their talent and benefit the local area. For example
young people can bid for funds for music provision or football
coaches. The more investment and applications, the bigger the
Honey Pot and the stronger the community. The Sydenham
and Forest Hill Youth Forum are asking local people to invest
a small amount of money per month that will be placed into a
bank account that becomes the Honey Pot.

Do you have a bright idea for activities for children and
young people but need a bit of money to make it happen?
The Small Grants project may be able to help. Posters
with the full information have been delivered or e-mailed
to schools, churches, uniformed groups and the library in
the ward.

Melissa Jane Knight, Development Officer / Youth Worker
Sydenham and Forest Hill Youth Forum
c/o Rockbourne Youth Club, 41a Rockbourne Road
London SE23 2DA
M. 07886 116 055, mel@sfhyouthforum.org.uk
registered charity no. 0178093

Christine Thompson

If you want to know more e-mail:
chris.cpt3@tiscali.co.uk or send an application to:
Small Grants, 66 Beaulieu Avenue, London SE26 6PW.
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Mark Thompson

Sydenham Mosaic Project

It is with regret that we announce the death of Mark Thompson,
former Society President and for 15 years, from 1984 to
1999, the Membership Secretary of the Sydenham Society.
The funeral has taken place. Donations in memory of Mark to
“Help the Heroes” c/o Stephen Mears, Funeral Directors
Founder member of the Sydenham Society and former
President, Margaret Cooper writes, “I was sad to hear of the
recent death of Mark. He was a stalwart member of the early
committee of the Society. I worked closely with him on the
Membership for several years. He and his wife, Eve, were
always most hospitable hosts to committee meetings.
We offer her our deep sympathy and our fond memories
of a kind and gentle man”.

Below is small part of Mosaic artist Oliver Budd’s most
recent work for the London Borough of Bexley.
It decorates Sidcup Library and is part of a description about
books, but it also aptly describes our Sydenham Project:

7

Election Fever
(With apologies to John Masefield)

I must go down to the Polling Booth again
To the lonely booth each five years
And all I ask is MPs do their task
Or else ‘twill end in tears.

Since the last Newsletter we have been busy. We had an
Inaugural meeting of the Sydenham Mosaic Project, adopted
a Constitution, elected a Committee, opened a Bank Account
and are now in the process of receiving £10,000 from The
Mayors Fund.
On Friday 26 and Saturday 27 February, Oliver Budd
ran Drop-In Mosaic Workshops in Sydenham for local
residents interested in finding out about the Sydenham Mosaic
Project. The drop-in provided parents and children with an
opportunity to meet the artist, to see some of his ideas and to
give suggestions as to what local residents might like to see on
the signage and mosaic, as well as a hands-on chance to try
out the art of mosaic making.
The community project also involves redecorating
the Naborhood Centre before a mosaic can be mounted.
Lewisham has indicated that it does not have the budget
for this and so residents in the “Thorpes” are already raising
money for this part of the project.
Despite heavy snow and chaotic travelling conditions
on December 21 Carol Singing around the Thorpes went
ahead. Fourteen people, some walking considerable distances,
spent two hours singing their hearts out or knocking on doors
around as many roads as could be managed and so the first
£400 towards the redecoration of the Naborhood/Sydenham
Centre has been collected.
The next “Thorpes” fund raising event will be an Attic Sale,
on Sunday 13 June.

Must I go down to the laborious box?
Where they try so hard but fail
With PPI and PFI
The Post Office and Royal Mail
Must I lie with the Tories again?
Where ‘Big Business’ ‘knows best’
Deregulates, smashes and grabs
Public service it divests
Must I retake a Liberal stance
With their lonely untried views
Which the ‘Big’ two snatch, Ah! There’s the catch
According to past news.
Must I go down to an Independent?
Or a Raving Loony party
Please take note, I value my vote
And give it not to the unhearty.
Must I go down to the mire again
To the duck house and cleared moat
I’ve paid MPs their tax, their fees
Do I really want to vote?
I must go down to the Polling Booth,
For my Glorious Free Vote, and Why?
For the Government has run its term,
And its time to Do or Die!

Valerie Kelly, Robert Side (8778 4775)

Peter Somers
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Community Gardens
Today, more than ever, stress is part of our daily life.
How does someone find time for tranquillity? But there is
a partial way to achieve inner peace – gardening. If you are
fortunate enough to have access to a garden you are able to
plant your vegetables and flowers for your personal relaxation
and enjoyment and this becomes your own little world.
But what if you would love to garden but don’t know how
to start? What if you don’t have a garden and would want to
grow your own fruit and vegetables and learn about gardening?
Lewisham has launched its new community growing guide
for those who would like to start a Community Garden.
The Community Garden’s programme is creating a dynamic
community gardening movement across Lewisham.
Lewisham has set itself a target of creating 62 community
gardens by 2012.
Community Gardens will benefit everyone by providing
safe and healthy recreational activity within the parks system
and other borough-owned land, and have been shown to
revitalize areas, from neglected areas fostering vandalism
and illegal activities, into places for community activity and
celebration. The transformation happens where the gardening
involves all the community at all levels - youth, families, seniors,
and all races and creeds.
In partnership with Lewisham Council and in conjunction
with the launch of the new community gardens guide,
Envirowork Lewisham has started ‘The Mayow Park
Community Growing Project’, to help local residents get
together to grow their own food organically. The project is
sited in Mayow Park next to the pavilion entrance and the

Envirowork nursery yard. The site will be designed to give
residents and community groups ideas on how they could
develop their own community gardens and will range from
herb and vegetable gardens to a potager garden, and will
include planters crafted from tyres, pallets, bricks and sleepers
with examples of planters and pathways designed for people
with disabilities.
The project will run gardening workshops and free drop-in
sessions for adults, families, local schools and local community
groups and incorporate a special needs element to allow
everyone to learn about growing food, and how to develop
their own community garden.
Happy gardening!
Iris, http://envirowork.blogspot.com/

Friends of Mayow Park
and plenty of mulch round the larch.
The containers providing accommodation for the Bowls
Club are now in place along the East border of the bowling
green, and we hope that their stark appearance will be
softened by the silver birches planted along the eastern aspect
of the containers.
On Saturday February 6 Cllr Susan Wise (Cabinet member
for Customer Services) presented Isis Jumbo with the prize for
the best logo design for the space for the 11-13 year olds on
the north border of the Park.
Envirowork activities proceed apace, and details, some
quite exciting, will be found elsewhere in this Newsletter
FOMP’s constitution reminds us that its main aim is
“promotion of understanding and enjoyment of the Park” and
we feel that the above events go a long way towards meeting
these aims.

Friends of Mayow Park (FOMP) contributed to the
current wave of activity in the Park with a tree dressing in
December of our favourite ancient oak, followed by the
ceremonial planting of two new trees below the north
border of the Bowling Green at the end of January, which is
the best time to plant most trees as they are dormant.
The siting of the trees goes some way to restore the line
of trees beside the path: two had fallen in the last few years.
GreenScene provided FOMP’s choice of a European Larch.
Bromley Reform Synagogue provided the Ginkgo and we
were pleased to welcome Rabbi Tony Hammond, and some
of his congregation, this being the time of the Festival of Tu
B’Shvat, when traditionally trees are planted. Also present
were workers and staff from Envirowork (who had prepared
the holes for the trees!), local Councillors, GreenScene and
members of FOMP.
After an explanation of Tu B’Shvat, and a prayer for the
tree from Rabbi Hammond, all joined in the easier part of
tree planting – filling the tree holes with compost and firming
it down. Envirowork staff put a mesh guard round the ginkgo

Hilary Jarrett & Alona Sheridan
8778 9560
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Albion Millennium Green – The next decade
Bank Holiday Monday, May 3, will be a fun day. To mark
AMG’s tenth anniversary we intend to establish a small orchard
of six heritage apple species at the west end of the Green, and
several local eminences have already agreed to be official tree
planters. There may even be a surprise celebrity! Starting at
12 noon, the programme will be 12.00-1.00 tree planting;
1.00-2.00 bring your own picnic lunch; 2.00-3.00 traditional
May Day Morris dancing. The Dacre Lady Morris dancers will
give two performances and then invite audience participation in
two teaching sessions!
What could be more inviting? Come along to mark this
historic occasion. Bring friends and family, food and drink, skittles,
boules or cricket bats and have a really fun celebration of May
Day and the continued success of Albion Millennium Green!

Ten years ago the Albion Millennium Green Trust was
established to protect and preserve this tiny green oasis,
tucked away at the end of Albion Villas Road, off Sydenham
Park Road.
Supporters are already planning for the next decade
and a start was made on a damp January morning when,
despite snow still lying on the ground, ten bold members
of Nature’s Gym gathered to attack, hack, sift and generally
sort out the litter and undergrowth in preparation for our
Spring programme.
Nature’s Gym returned on February 25 to continue to
prepare the ground and a collection of damson trees and a
mulberry tree were planted on the north side of the Green.
In April (date to be decided and will be advertised in the
Sydenham Society enewsletter) Nature’s Gym will be on hand
again to carry on the good work and prepare six plots on the
west side for MAY DAY!

Quetta Kaye, Chair,
Environment and Leisure Committee, Forest Hill Society

Sydenham Wells Park
Improvement Group

Healthy Walks in
Sydenham Wells Park

Alma Hunt has stepped down as Chair from this group and
Monika Mitchell has taken over with Annette Elliot-Dunn
as vice-Chair.
Every year various special activities are held to attract local
residents into the park. Every Tuesday at 11am a group meet
at Longton Ave entrance to enjoy a Healthy Walk as a group
(see details in box opposite) and twice a year there is a planting
session with Jessie from Lewisham’s Natures Gym when local
residents are invited to come along and lend a hand.
In May there is a Bat Walk at dusk and The London Bubble
Theatre puts on annual outdoor performance each summer.
Last year the Green Chain Walking Festival came through Wells
Park on one of its chosen festival routes from Crystal Palace to
Horniman Gardens.
The Improvement Group is always pushing Lewisham for
new play equipment and we would love to see a café in the
area by the Keeper’s Hut as there are Toilets there already and
the tennis courts need refurbishment. The list could be longer
but these are identified as the priority.
Membership of SWIPG is open to residents interested in
improving this beautiful park. There is a quarterly meeting in
the Maintenance Hut by Wells Park Road entrance. The next
meeting is on Tuesday 1 June at 6pm.

Let’s get walking now that Spring is coming! Every
Tuesday, come rain, shine or snow, the Lewisham Healthy
Walks Group meet at 11am in Wells Park, Sydenham.
The undulating paths in the park make an excellent
route for a healthy walk and you can walk in a friendly
group of people at a pace that suits you. Physical activity
makes people feel happier and more satisfied with life and
exercise is good for your heart. So come along and enjoy
some good company and enjoy the beautiful park.
Contact Iris Humphries for more details (8693 9525)

The Dame Cicely Saunders
Concert Series
St Christopher’s Hospice has announced a new series of
concerts featuring the talents of internationally renowned
professional musicians from around the world. The concerts
will be held on the first Thursday of every month between
7.30- 9.30pm in the Dame Cicely Saunders Room at
the hospice.
Tickets are £10 and include a glass of wine and some
nibbles during the interval and can be reserved by contacting
Debbie Calvert at d.calvert@stchristophers.org.uk or on
8768 4747 (Monday to Friday 10am-4pm) with money
payable at the door. People who cannot attend but who have
reserved a seat are requested to let Debbie know as numbers
are limited and the first concerts have proved very popular!

Monika Mitchell 8659 6868
or Glendale 8318 3986
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Club 26

Local Artists and Musicians

Started as a Sydenham Society dining club just over a year
ago, Club 26 continues to grow. We are regularly seeing in
excess of 20 members at our monthly venues which is
very gratifying.
However, there is a plea from the organisers that members
who reserve a place but are unable for whatever reason to turn
up on the night should inform the restaurant as a courtesy that
they will not be coming. This helps the restaurant which may
be able to allocate the table to other customers and it also helps
the organisers of the evening who without this information are
expecting those who have booked to arrive.

A talk by Steve Grindlay
Tuesday 9 March, 7.45 pm at the Golden Lion
Local historian Steve Grindlay gives a fascinating talk on the
great arts heritage of Sydenham. From the 1850s Crystal
Palace was the major centre for musical performances in
Britain, perhaps Europe, largely due to Sir George Grove,
organiser of the concerts. He lived in Sydenham for 45
years and attracted a circle of like-minded people referred
to as “The Sydenham Set”. However it was not just
musicians and composers who came to the area; poets,
artists, authors and actors also settled here.
Steve’s first sell-out talk on this subject was during
last year’s Sydenham Arts Festival. By popular demand
he returns to the subject especially for Sydenham Society
members. Admission £2.

Around and About
Dulwich Picture Gallery
10 February – 9 May
“The Elements”, an exhibition of works by British Artist Paul
Nash 1889 – 1946. The exhibition brings together 60 of his
finest paintings and will include his outstanding work as a War
Artist in both World Wars.

Club 26 goes to Brighton

9 June – 22 August
“The Wyeth Family”, an exhibition of three generations of
American Art with paintings by N.C.Wyeth(1882 – 1945),
one of America’s finest book illustrators; his son Andrew
(d.2009) regarded as America’s finest realist painters; daughter
Henriette considered to be one of the great women painters
and portraitists of the 20th century; and grandson James (1946 -)
who had his first exhibition at the age of twenty.

On Friday March 26 there will be a day trip to Brighton. We
will meet at Sydenham Station at 9.30 in order to catch the
9.51 train to East Croydon. We will then catch the 10.09 or the
10.22 train to Brighton arriving at 10.54 or 10.58.
Our Club 26 Lunch will be The Terre a Terre Vegetarian
Restaurant (71 East Street, The Lanes – maps will be provided)
and we are booked in for 1pm. The rest of the day either side
of lunch is free to do as you please.
Phone or email Jackie by Friday 5th March on 87785455
or jacquelinealdridge@googlemail.com to book your
restaurant place.
Please buy your rail ticket in advance or as soon as you get
to Sydenham Station, remembering that 4 can travel for the
price or 3 since it is very time-consuming to buy a large number
of tickets with the different concessions that people have

Beckenham Place Park
Saturday 6 March December
Conservation workday – meet on the Mansion steps at 10am
Sunday 14 March – Nature Walk around the various
diverse habitats of the park, the ancient woodland, the river
Ravensbourne, the meadow etc. Meet at 2 pm at the Mansion.

Nunhead Cemetery
Saturday 15 May 11am – 4 pm. Nunhead Cemetery Open Day

Visit to Spencer House

Brockley Jack Theatre
Write Now – a new writing season celebrating creativity
south of the river. Tuesday 16 February – Saturday 6 March
Box office: 0844 847 2454 Online booking www.ticketweb.co.uk

Monday 12 April. Spencer House was built in 1756 for
the first Earl Spencer. His daughter, Georgiana, became
the Duchess of Devonshire, and the late Princess Diana
was daughter of the eighth Earl.
Spencer House is London’s finest surviving town
house, and has recently been magnificently restored.
Our visit, by ticket only, takes in the eight state rooms
which are open for public viewing is timed for 11.30am
for a guided tour which takes about an hour. Contact Iris
Humphries to book your place (8693 9525).
The house overlooks Green Park so a bonus for
this visit is to walk in Green Park afterwards and enjoy its
annual splendid display of naturalised daffodils

LOCAL wARD ASSEMBLy MEETINGS
Open to all local residents interested in the future of their
neighbourhood.
Forest Hill Ward
MONDAY 21 JUNE, Time and venue to be confirmed.
Perry Vale Ward
MONDAY 7 JUNE, 7.30pm, Perry Hill Baptist Church.
Sydenham Ward
SATURDAY 12 JUNE, 7.00pm, Grove Centre, Jews Walk.
14

Sydenham Society News • Spring 2010

Dates for your Diary

Mayow Park Nursery
Sunday 4th April – 12-3pm, starting in the
Nursery Yard. Easter crafts and scavenger
treasure hunt in the park. Coffee tea, cakes
& plants sale.

If you have a suggestion for a Syd Soc event please call
Jackie Aldridge on 8778 5455.

Sydenham Society events
Tuesday 9 March – 7.45pm at the Golden Lion. “Local Artists
and Musicians” – talk by local historian Steve Grindlay (details
on p14) Admission £2.

Albion Millennium Green
Monday 3 May – May Day at Albion
Millennium Green.Organised by Friends of
Albion Millennium Green – for further details see p13.

Friday 26 March – Club 26 has a day out in Brighton
(details on p14).

Sydenham International Music Festival
23 May – 27 June – see p4 for details

Wednesday 31 March –7 .45pm. The Sydenham Society’s
Annual General Meeting – full details on back page.

kirkdale Bookshop
14 – 21 June - Independent Booksellers Week

Monday 12 April – visit to Spencer House (see details on
p14). Numbers are limited and tickets £9, £7 cons need to be
bought in advance. Contact Iris Humphries (8693 9525) to
book your place and for full details.

Blossom time at Brogdale
Forest Hill and Sydenham Societies and Friends of
Albion Millennium Green are planning a joint visit to
Brogdale Fruit Farm, which holds the National Fruit
Collection, on Saturday 17 April during Brogdale’s
“Blossom Weekend’.
Those wishing to come will need to make their own
travel arrangements but there are likely to be some spare
places in various cars for Sydenham Society members
who need lifts. The plan is to meet at the entrance to
Brogdale Farm at 11am for a self-guided walk with lunch
at the farm at 12.30pm.
Members may wish to visit the nearby historic town
of Faversham during the afternoon.
Please phone Jackie on (8778 5455) or email
jacquelinealdridge@googlemail.com by 2 April if you are
planning to come and a) can offer a lift or b) would like to
come but require a lift and I will endeavour to organise.

Saturday April 17 – Joint trip with Forest Hill Society to
Brogdale Farm, Faversham – see box opposite for details.
Monday 26 April – Club 26 returns to the Dolphin – phone
8778 8101 to reserve your place.
Tuesday 11 May – 7.45pm. Quiz Nite at Golden Lion in aid of
Sydenham Garden.
Wednesday May 26 – 7.30pm Club 26 revisits That’s Amore, in
Kirkdale. Phone 8291 2901.
Saturday 5 June – Lea Valley Walk using new East London
Line to change at Canada Water onto the DLR to Pudding Mill
Lane – to visit the Olympic Park Information Centre – then
walk to Tottenham Hale for return journey, (distance approx 4
miles). Meet at Sydenham Station at 10am.

!
SyDENhAM SOCIETy MEMBERShIP FORM
yearly cost of membership
Individual (includes partner)
Senior Citizen (includes partner)
Postal Member (includes partner)

Renewal is due in January. Postal members are those resident outside SE23
and SE26 postal areas. Subscriptions can be paid by cheque or Standing
Order. Please make cheques payable to The Sydenham Society.

£6.00 per annum
£5.00 per annum
£7.00 per annum

The Sydenham Society STANDING ORDER
Bank details for standing order

Name

Name of your bank/building society

Address

Address of you bank/building society
Account Number
Signed

Post code
Tel day

Sort Code

Your Name (please print)

Tel eve

Please pay the Sydenham Society (Lloyds Bank plc, Sydenham Branch, Sort Code 3098-42, Account no. 0524410) the sum of £7/£6/£5 (please delete as appropriate) on 5
January each year until further notice. This replaces any Standing Order in favour of the
‘Sydenham Society’.

Email

Please return to: Roger Feather, 71 Hall Drive, Sydenham, London SE26 6XL Tel: 8778 4318 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com
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Sydenham Society Annual General Meeting
The Society’s 37th Annual General Meeting will take place on
Wednesday 31 March 2010 at 7.45 pm at the Golden Lion,
116 Sydenham Road. All members are warmly invited to attend
and to join the Executive Committee for a drink and gettogether after the formal meeting.
AGENDA
1. To receive the 2009 Accounts and Auditor’s Report
2. To elect Officers and Members of the Executive Committee
3. To appoint an Auditor
4. Any Other Business
Election of Officers and Members of the
Executive Committee
Any member can be nominated for election as an Officer
or Member of the Executive Committee. Nominations in
writing must be seconded and have the Nominee’s consent.
Nominations must be sent to arrive 7 days in advance of the
AGM to Annabel McLaren, 35 Bishopsthorpe Road, Sydenham,
SE26 4PA; email annabelmclaren@myriadbooks.co.uk

The Society has three established sub-committees, which in
2009 were chaired by:
Conservation and Planning:
Roads and Transport:
Events:

Annabel McLaren
Ilse Towler
Jackie Aldridge

The Executive Committee would like to put on record its
warmest appreciation for help over the past year from the
sub-committee members: Iris Humphries, John Hutchinson,
Lesley Kennedy, Rosemary Linnell, Ruth Locke, Mary McKernan,
Patrick Moulik, Janet Redman, Peggy Stacy, Bernie Supramanian,
John Towler and Katherine Willett.
The Executive would also like to thank Pat Trembath and
Julia East for all their hard work on the Newsletter, and
Hilary and John Jarrett and their army of distributors for their
tremendous effort in walking the streets of Sydenham and
Forest Hill delivering it.

The Society’s Constitution allows for up to 12 members, plus
officers. In 2009 there were 8 Executive Committee meetings.
Attendance was as follows:
Tim Lund (Chair)
Annabel McLaren
Alistair Bryan
Roger Feather
Angela Hall
Bryan Leslie
Emma Tarling

8/8
8/8
1/2
4/8
6/8
4/6
6/6

Jackie Aldridge
Tim Walder
Julia East
Steve Grindlay
Barbara Kern
Barry Milton
Ilse Towler

6/8
4/6
5/8
7/8
8/8
5/6
2/6

wELCOME TO NEw MEMBERS
A warm welcome to the following new members:
Rebecca Leathlean (Alhambra
Home & Garden)
Mrs Margaret Beale
Sue Bodinetz
Andrea Chaney
Stephen Charlesworth
Mr & Mrs A Fried
Giles Gaffney

E M Harkins & R J A Irminger
John Hutchins
Iris Borgers (Envirowork,
Mayow Park)
Ursula Middleton
Edna Pellett
Hazel Pope
Mr Melvyn Stevens (Well Being)

The Greyhound
It is anticipated that the Greyhound planning application will
at long last get before a planning committee at the Town hall
on Thursday March 18 with a recommendation to approve.

E-NEwSLETTERS
These are emails sent approximately once a week to
all members who want them, containing brief details of
forthcoming events, news and consultation exercises.
Email: chair@sydenhamsociety.com if you would like to
be put on our email list. The use of your email address will be
limited to Sydenham Society business only and it will not be
passed on for third party use.

Members are reminded that subscriptions for 2010 are now due.
Roger Feather Tel: 8778 4318
Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com

www.sydenhamsociety.com
Covering all aspects of local community matters

Member of the London Forum

