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The Sydenham Society is extremely concerned and is seeking 
an urgent meeting with the borough commander to discuss the 
situation. We already have the support of local councillors, local 
traders and the Sydenham Police Neighbourhood Ward Panel 
in ensuring that we do not lose this vital local link in the fight 
against crime.

Sydenham remains a comparatively safe area in terms 
of crime but the last two months have brought a worrying 
escalation in reported crimes in SE26, particularly those of 
street robbery, knife crime and burglary. Now is not the time to 
lose our local police station.

 Please register your objection to this closure by signing our 
online petition at: 
www.ipetitions.com/petition/save-sydenham-police-station/

Brian Paddick opposes closure 
of Sydenham Police Station
Brain Paddick, Liberal Democrat candidate for London Mayor 
in the forthcoming May Mayoral elections visited Sydenham 
Police Station on Saturday 18 February to show support for the 
Sydenham and Forest Hill Societies and the local communities 
in their campaign to keep their local police station, and to keep 
Safer Neighbourhood Teams locally based.  Until his retirement 
in May 2007, Brian Paddick was Deputy Assistant Commissioner 
in London’s Metropolitan Police Service.

Whilst recognising the need to review the property portfolio, 
he supports calls for the Safer Neighbourhood Teams to have a 
local base, and if Sydenham Police station is to be closed or sold 
that local provision for the SN Teams needs to be made.   

SYDENHAM SOCIETY
NEWS

The Metropolitan Police are currently reviewing the ownership of their buildings. This could lead to the closure of 
Sydenham Police station and the relocation of three local Safer Neighbourhood Teams (Sydenham, Forest Hill and 
Perry Vale) to Catford police station in Bromley Road. 

Annabel McLaren, Chair, Sydenham Society and Richard Hibbert, Chair, 
Forest Hill Society meet Brian Paddick, Lib/Dem London Mayoral candidate 
and Caroline Pidgeon AM to protest at closure of Sydenham Police Station
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Sydenham Society Contacts

LOCAL MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
Jim Dowd MP for Lewisham West and Penge
Tessa Jowell MP for Dulwich and Upper Norwood
c/o House of Commons London SW1A 0AA

LEWISHAM COuNCILLORS
Civic Suite Lewisham Town Hall Catford SE6 4RU
020 8314 6000

Bellingham Ward
Alan Hall    Ami Ibitson    Jacq Paschoud

Forest Hill Ward
Anne Affiku    Alex Feakes    Philip Peake

Perry Vale Ward
John Paschoud    Alan Till    Susan Wise

Sydenham Ward
Chris Best    Liam Curran    Marion Nisbet

BROMLEy COuNCILLORS
Bromley Civic Centre Stockwell Close BR1 3UH
020 8464 3333

Crystal Palace Ward
John Canvin    Tom Papworth

Penge and Cator Ward
Peter Fookes    John Getgood    Katherine Bance

SOuTHWARk COuNCILLORS
Town Hall Peckham Road SE5 8UB
020 7525 5000

College Ward
Helen Hayes    Lewis Robinson    Andy Simmons

Community Police Teams
Community Police contact non-emergency numbers for 
Lewisham have all changed to 0300 123 1212

In an emergency dial 999

For environmental noise nuisance call:
Lewisham Council 020 8314 6000
Bromley Council 020 8464 3333
Southwark Council 020 7525 5000

SyDENHAM SOCIETy CONTACTS yOuR LOCALLy ELECTED OFFICALS

OTHER CONTACTS

The Sydenham Society is an independent group 
representing the interests of local residents. 
Sydenham Society News is non-partisan, 
non-political and non-commercial.  

Chair  
Annabel McLaren
chair@sydenhamsociety.com

Treasurer & Membership
Roger Feather
membership@sydenhamsociety.com
020 8778 4318

Newsletter Editor
Pat Trembath
news@sydenhamsociety.com 
020 8659 4903

Newsletter Design & Layout
Julia East
news@sydenhamsociety.com

Newsletter Distribution
Pat Trembath
020 8659 4903

Conservation & Planning
Barbara Kern 
conservation@sydenhamsociety.com

Events
Jackie Aldridge
020 8778 5455 
Mob: 07837 838710

Roads & Transport
Ilse Towler
iandj.towler@btinternet.com
020 8778 3743

Local History
Steve Grindlay
localhistory@sydenhamsociety.com
020 8699 6398

Contact Address for post
Sydenham Society
35 Bishopsthorpe Road
Sydenham
SE26 4PA

If there is something you would like the society to tell 
everybody, or a local issue you feel strongly about, please send 
your article, maximum 300 words, to the editor. 
Sydenham Society News is read by many local residents, 
old and new, so please spell out all acronyms and explain 
anything that a newcomer might not understand.  
All articles are subject to editing by the Editorial team.
Email your article to the editorial team at:
news@sydenhamsociety.com or send hard copy to
97 Longton Grove SE26 6QQ.

Disclaimer
The views expressed in articles are those of named contributors and 
should not be regarded as statements of policy of the Sydenham Society.

Want to be kept informed about news and events in SE26? 
If you haven’t already signed up for the Sydenham Society 
e-newsletter, you can do so by visiting www.sydenham.com 
and forwarding us your email address. You’ll then be sent our 
regular e-newsletter packed with local news and information 
about what’s going on in Sydenham and the surrounding area.

ARTICLES PLEASE!

E-NEWSLETTER

The deadline for articles for the next newsletter will be Friday 11 May 2012.
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Sainsbury’s Confirmed as Anchor Tenants for 
Greyhound Development!

It is understood that the remainder of the retail 
units will be marketed during March.

Over the past three months local residents 
have literally seen the Greyhound development 
coming towards the finishing line.  The 
developers, Purelake, confirm they are ahead of 
their programme schedule for the apartments, 
which will be completed in July and handed over 
to Hexagon Housing Association.

With regard to the Greyhound pub, Purelake 
advise that the whole back wall of the pub is 
being rebuilt along with the dangerous chimney-
stacks. The rear wall will accommodate a tiled 
finish (see item below on the relaunch of the 
Greyhound Public Art competition) and the tiles 
from the original drinking corridor will form part 
of the interior decoration.  The roof has been 
stripped to replace the rotten rafters and the 
slates have been salvaged for reuse.  The building 
is now structurally sound and the brickwork has 
been chemically cleaned of the cream paint and, we are told, 
looks splendid!

The finishing touch will be the replacement of the supine 
greyhounds by the front door. 

[Ed: There are very few close-up pictures depicting the 
greyhounds.  Do any members have photos?  If so, could they please 
contact me on pattrembath@gmail.com ]

After interminable, or so it seems, negotiations throughout 2011, Sainsbury’s is, at long last, confirmed as the “Anchor 
Tenant” and will occupy the largest of the retail units to the rear of the Cobbs Corner development.  -Fitting out will start 
during March and the store will open concurrently with the completion of the apartments.  This is welcome news as it 
is recognised that a sound business such as Sainsbury’s will not only help to secure the safety of the area around Cobbs 
Corner, but is likely to attract other major investors into the area as well.

A New Greyhound Pub 
Wall Design Competition 
Purelake, the developers of the Greyhound site, as part of 
the planning permission, have to incorporate the installation 
of a piece of public art, constructed from ceramic tiles, to 
cover the new north wall of the Greyhound Public House. 
A new design competition for 2012 is therefore being 
launched, replacing the previous competition, which failed to 
find a winning entry, and is open to anyone who lives, works or 
studies within 2km of the Greyhound pub, Kirkdale, Sydenham 
SE26 and their family and friends. 

The design should capture “The Essence of Sydenham” 
and there will be a £1000 prize for the winning entry. 

 Entries must be submitted before the end of March and 
the winning entry will be announced by the end of April. 
Anyone who wishes to enter and receive a competition brief 
should email greyhoundcompetition@gmail.com or write 
to Greyhound Competition, c/o 43 Bishopsthorpe Road, 
London SE26 4PA before 17th March, 2012.

Greyhound underwraps – ready to rise 
like the Phoenix from the ashes
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New Street Lighting throughout Lewisham
Under a Private Finance Initiative Croydon and Lewisham 
councils (having won £151 million of government funding) 
have appointed Skanska to improve street lighting across 
both boroughs.  Ownership of the highway lights and signs 
have already been transferred from Lewisham Council to 
Skansksa, operating as Croydon and Lewisham Lighting 
Services Ltd, for the duration of the 25-year contract..

The project includes an initial five-year core investment 
period where the main replacement of lighting stock, traffic 
signs and street bollards will be undertaken by Skanska, with an 
ongoing maintenance and repair programme until 2036. During 
this period, 20 subways (including that at Forest Hill) will be 
relit, 38,000 new lamp-posts will be installed and over 7,000 
illuminated traffic signs and bollards will be replaced on a ward-
by-ward basis. Bellingham and Perry Vale are the first wards to 
be upgraded locally, with work expected to start in February. 
Forest Hill and Sydenham wards follow in the second year of 
the contract.

The replacement programme takes many factors into 
account when considering whether to replace or upgrade the 
existing lighting including age, condition and compatibility of 
existing equipment. In many circumstances the roads undergo 
a complete re-design and positions of the columns may be 
changed, as it is not always possible to integrate the existing 
columns in the new design layout.

Also, the new lamp posts will light the footpaths in addition 
to the highway, which means that the majority of the lighting 
columns will be positioned at the back of the footpath wherever 
possible. Lighting on side roads will be converted to Iridium white 
light sources, rather than the current yellow, sodium lamps.

One of the major factors in the replacement programme is 
to reduce energy consumption, and a typical saving of 30-40% 
per road should be achieved by utilising the latest technology. 
With “smart technology” it is also possible to detect faults 
quicker allowing the street lighting to be maintained much 
more efficiently.

Sydenham Road 
Pedestrian Scheme
After last September’s news about the shambles of 
transferring the ownership of Sydenham Station Approach 
from Network Rail to Lewisham we can report that at last 
the scheme is underway. 

In January Network Rail advised Lewisham Council that 
they would no longer lease the land from Lewisham, but instead 
agree a license to construct in the short term, in order that 
Lewisham can get on with the planned works. Lewisham can 
now begin the process of adopting Station Approach.  By this 
method, once NR have agreed the license, works can start 
immediately, and even if the adoption process is not completed 
for some time, the license with NR can be extended and there 
will be no impact on the contractor’s construction programme.

The tender period for the construction work will run from Feb 
to mid-March, with the main contractor appointed and starting on 
site by the beginning of April 2012. The initial phases of the work 
will focus on Station Approach, the pocket squares and the area in 
front of the post office and the square outside the Post Office. 

Once the contractor has been appointed the first task will be 
to provide the council with a construction programme.

Olympic roadworks ban slows progress
Due to the Olympics, nothing can be done to the main 
carriageway between July and September 2012, as there is a 
London-wide ban on roadworks during the Olympiad. Works 
to the main high street are therefore expected to get underway 
in the autumn and should last until summer 2013, with care 
being taken not to adversely impact upon local businesses’ 
trading during the Christmas 2013 period.

New Community 
Orchard for the New year 
Mayow Park now has its own community orchard. 
After months of planning came the planting on 28th 
January 2012. Preparations started months ago. Friends 
of Mayow Park worked with London Orchard Project 
(LOP), supported by Lewisham Greenscene.

A total of 35 adults plus around 10 very eager children 
got into the heavy work of digging and planting, including 
Councillors and a senior council officer.  Hot refreshments 
were available at Grow Mayow Community Garden. 

In the run-up to the event, Lewis from LOP selected 
and bought 10 trees on behalf of Friends of Mayow Park, 
including two Perry pears. Councillor Muldoon donated a 
Cox’s Orange Pippin. 

On the day Russell, also from LOP, gave on-the-spot 
training to the gathered volunteers. Holes were dug, 
trees planted, mulch mats laid and topped with woodchip, 
stakes were hammered in and fencing put around the 
trees; a good way to warm up on a cold day. A fruiting 
hedgerow was also laid.

To round off the afternoon, Lewis read a wassail to 
bless the trees and cider was poured on them.

This Community Orchard will be cared for by 
volunteers and basic training will be provided. If you are 
interested in becoming an orchard carer please contact us 
on friendsofmayowpark@ymail.com 

Alona Sheridan , Chair, Friends of Mayow Park
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Within a year of its opening our new rail line has proved so 
popular that some sections are already crowded and trains 
should be lengthened. That’s the conclusion of a recent TfL 
impact report on the first 18 months of its operation.

The report charts the rapid rise in passenger numbers 
since the ELL officially opened in May 2010. Thirty eight 
million passengers are expected to use the line in the current 
financial year – more than doubling the number who used the 
route in its first year of operation and more than 3.5 times as 
many as the old East London Line that it replaced. 

 The new line has helped to attract passengers from road 
to rail travel. TfL surveys show that almost 10 per cent of 
passengers have switched to the East London Line from car 
and 21 per cent from bus travel.

 The busiest section of the line is between New Cross 
Gate and Canada Water where 50,000 passengers per day 
travel in both directions. During peak periods this section 
is already crowded with over three passengers per square 
metre standing. There have already been occasions when 
passengers have been unable to squeeze on to southbound 
trains at Canada Water during evening rush hours.   

 According to TfL, demand will continue to grow and 
further capacity will be needed in the next few years. TfL 
recommends that East London Line trains are increased from 
the current four carriages to five cars in length in the next 
few years. Since four stations along the line – Canada Water, 
Rotherhithe, Wapping and Shadwell – have short platforms 
adding an extra carriage would mean that passengers using 
these stations would have no access to the rear door of the 
train. Rotherhithe, Wapping and Shadwell are three of the 
quietest stations on the line, so short trains at these stations 
should only be a minor inconvenience. However, at Canada 
Water (the busiest station on the line) the absence of an 
accessible rear door will be much more tricky, particularly 
during rush hours. 

 Southern Trains has also begun to lengthen its trains. 
In November, nine trains to and from London Bridge were 
lengthened from eight to ten carriages during rush hours. 
Hopefully the East London line will also follow suit so that our 
rail system continues to keep up with demand.

Barry Milton, Roads & Transport Committee 
Tel: 020 8778 6914

East London Line 
Overground Trains 
to be lengthened? The London 2012 Cultural Olympiad is the largest cultural 

celebration in the history of the modern Olympic and 
Paralympic Movements and there are hundreds of events 
taking place from the 21 June to 9 September. The Olympic 
Games run from 27 July-12 Aug and the Paralympic Games 
from 29 Aug - 9 Sept 2012.
Here is taster of what is happening in Lewisham:

The Olympic Torch will visit Lewisham on Monday 23 • 
July for approximately 90 minutes from 7am at the Laban 
Dance Centre in Deptford and taking a central route 
through Lewisham 
The entire capital will be ‘dressed’ and given we have the • 
Sydenham Arts Festival as part of the Cultural Olympiad I 
will make sure we get some dressing for Sydenham
The Blackheath Live site from the 27 July to 12 August will • 
offer extensive sports coverage as well as a packed line-up 
of entertainment and have-a-go sporting activities for all 
ages along the way a few surprises and guest appearance. 
In addition to the big screen, another great attraction at the 
Live site will be a beautifully decorative and rare Spiegel 
tent which will play host to a range of events for all ages 
including tea dances, cinema, storytelling and live music 
There will be a range of cultural activities across the borough • 
and it is a great opportunity to showcase local talent.

Lewisham Live Festival will be a showcase of local talent with a 
huge number of talented young musicians and dancers – from 
classical to hip hop, jazz to street. From 12 to 30 March, over 
1400 performers will take to the stage all over the borough 
in orchestras, bands, ensembles and choirs to showcase the 
diversity of the borough’s talent.

There is so much that will be going on so please sign up 
to the monthly Olympic Newsletter and keep an eye on the 
Council web page for further information.

Chris Best, Councillor for Sydenham Ward and  
Chair of the Sydenham Assembly
Tel: 020 8659 6445. Cllr_Chris.Best@lewisham.gov.uk

Getting Ready for 
the Olympics

The Seasons of Love
A concert in aid of the international development charity 
Practical Action, given by The Cries of London a vocal group 
of versatility and virtuosity, with a varied programme of 
songs about the delights and sorrows of Love 

Sat 28 April – 7.30pmAt St Faith’s Church, Red Post Hill 
North Dulwich, SE24 9JQ. Ticket: £12, including wine 
or juice. TO BOOK:  Send a cheque (to Practical Action 
SELG) to Concert, 5 Cokers Lane, London SE21 8NF 
For more information, ring 020 8670 4800 or contact 
paselgroup@yahoo.co.uk  
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A New and Improved Recycling 
Contract for Lewisham
As from December 2011, a new contract awarded to 
Bywaters (Leyton) Ltd improves on the previous contract 
enabling Lewisham residents to recycle more materials.  

The Bywaters processing facility (MRF) in Bow has 
sophisticated sorting systems which allow the following items to 
be added to those already recycled; aerosols, bubble wrap, crisp 
packets, perfume bottles, plastic film, food trays and packaging 
(including supermarket carrier bags), shredded paper and 
Tetrapak, juice and soup cartons.  

The new contract also allows for the recycling of textiles such 
as clothes, curtains, linens and shoes, although those items are 
always most welcome at charity shops.  As Cabinet Member for 
Customer Services, I visited the MRF with the Mayor, Sir Steve 
Bullock, to see the facility in action and it was an interesting and 
fascinating experience; Bywaters welcome visitors to the MRF, 
and can organise tours on request.

Adding these items to what we already recycle is good for 
the environment in saving our natural resources, as the materials 
are reused and transformed into new items. In these austere 
times, we are aware that recycling individually saves the Council 
money - last year it saved Lewisham Council taxpayers £250K.  
Being able to recycle more means much less will be placed in 
our black refuse bins, and thanks to the SELCHP incinerator, 
Lewisham is the fourth lowest landfill authority.  
I am working with officers on a communication programme for 
the dry recyclables, and encouraging ward assemblies to spread 
the message at meetings.

 In addition, Lewisham signed up to the Love Food Hate Waste 
campaign over a year ago, and recently held well-attended events 
to raise awareness of the need to reduce the amount of food 
thrown away. Figures show that the average family can save £50 
per month by not wasting food and this helps the environment. 

If you have any left over food, please do not put it in your 
recycling bin, as it cannot be recycled, and contaminates what can.

If you want to recycle, and need a free recycling bin, call 
Lewisham’s Envirocall on 0208 314 7171. If you live in a flat and 
cannot have your own bin, there are many communal recycling 
bins located around Lewisham.

Cllr Susan Wise, Councillor for Perry Vale ward and Cabinet 
Member for Customer Services. Tel/Fax: 020 8699 6520. 
Cllr_Susan.Wise@lewisham.gov.uk

Sydenham Wells Park News 
Good News! We have been awarded a Grant from 
The London Marathon Trust to re-furbish our two tennis 
courts. These will be open to the public later in the year 
free of charge. 

To celebrate her Diamond Jubilee we have had a Black 
Poplar donated by the Queen  It has now been planted and will 
grow to be fine tree – see photo.

The Park Keeper is on site Wedneday to Sunday every week 
and the Toilets are open only on those days due to the cuts. 

An old ash tree has fallen by the gate of Taylors Lane and 
the wood will get used for something worthy.

We will be having another of our popular Bat Walks on 
Friday 11 May. Meet at 8.45 pm by the pond using the nearest 
entrance in Longton Ave opp Ormanton Rld which will remain 
open whilst others will close.

Also, there will be another Plant Sale at Sydenham Wells 
Park, May 27th from 11-2pm

The new Youth Centre (NYG) should be opening later this 
year and this will determine the use of the corner plot at the 
top of the park on Taylors Lane.

Our next Sydenham Wells Park Improvement Group 
meeting will be on Tuesday 8 May at 4.30 pm in the 
maintenance hut by the Wells Park Road gates and is open to 
local residents 
interested in the 
future of the park.

Monika Mitchell, 
Sydenham 
Wells Park 
Improvement 
Group

St Bart’s says “Thank you”
A big sign outside St Bart’s Church in Westwood Hill says 
“”BOILER APPEAL THANK YOU SYDENHAM”.

Last year the church’s 30-year old boiler finally gave 
up the ghost.  An appeal was launched in January 2011 for 
£40,000 for a new condensing boiler, a renovated boiler 
room, a re-lined chimney, a new control unit and three new 
radiators.

The church has recently announced that the new boiler 
is now installed and is “up and running”. The generosity 
of Sydenham residents, church members and non-church 
members alike, means that within a year of the appeal a 
total amount of £59,000 has been collected.

However, as is the way with old buildings, an architects 
report has drawn attention to urgent repairs to, and 
refurbishment of the fabric of the building.  Consequently 
the surplus from the Boiler Appeal will contribute 
substantially to these much needed works.

Bats and Bugs
Are you a keen naturalist? Do you care about 
local wildlife?
If so the Lewisham Biodiversity Partnership can offer you 
free training in relation to: Bat identification using echo 
location and Techniques from the study, collection and 
identification of insects. For more information contact 
Nick.Pond@lewisham.gov.uk Tel: 0208 314 2007
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The Subway
Ideas to open up the subway are moving forward.  In late 
January a site visit was made by both Bromley and Southwark 
Conservation Officers and “Friends of the Subway” group to 
look at the feasibility of opening up the Subway with access 
from the Southwark side.

Although the brickwork on the Bromley/Crystal Palace Park 
side would be a Health and Safety risk, access on the Southwark 
side is possible and H&S improvements would be reasonably 
cheap and simple to achieve.

A planning application will be necessary to remove the 
brickwork between the original gate posts on the Southwark 
side of Crystal Palace Parade and replace this with a ”heritage” 
style gate, maybe matching the original railings on the park 
side. Costings are currently being worked out and a planning 
application to Southwark is likely soon. Target date for the re-
opening is Open House Weekend, September 2012.

Boating Lake
At the end of December an intriguing email was received from 
Bromley Council stating, “we are sending out a procurement 
advert to let a boating service on the lower lake on Crystal Palace 
Park, to begin at Easter holidays until the end September 2012 
and for 3 years, with a potential to extend for a further 2 years.” 

No further information about the progress of this idea has 
been received, but it would appear that Bromley Council are 
keen to reinstate boating in Crystal Palace Park in 2012, which 
will be welcomed by many families in the surrounding area.  

STOP PRESS!
On 13 February it was confirmed that Bromley Council had been 
awarded £2m by the London Development Agency towards 
major capital improvements in the park, which is great news for 
the future of this Grade ll* park. It is hoped that this money will 
be able to attract additional funding from other sources.

Crystal Palace Park

The redevelopment of the Horniman Gardens is now 
reaching the final stages and we expect it to complete 
late spring 2012. New ramps and paving has improved 
access to the Sunken Garden, the historic bandstand has 
been restored to its elegant 1909 condition with new glass 
screens, and the Learning and Community building – the 
Gardens Pavilion – is now complete.

We are now moving onto the planting stage and as the 
new areas begin to take shape, we are able to offer certain 
items for “naming” in return for a donation. You can donate a 
tree or picnic bench in memory of a loved one, in celebration 
of a marriage or simply to mark many happy years spent in the 
Museum and Gardens. 

There are a number of items and areas you can ‘donate’. 
Included in the cost of these items is a discreet plaque 
acknowledging your support. 

There are twelve new picnic benches located on the 
Bandstand Terrace. They cost £500 each to donate.

Eight plane trees are available on the Bandstand Terrace, 
which will provide shade on hot summer days. They cost 

£1200 each to donate. 
A ‘Sound Corner’ beside the Bandstand Terrace features 

five sculptural musical instruments. A full list of the instruments 
and the costs to donate them is on our website.

More items will become available in the coming months so 
do keep an eye on the ‘Support Us’ section of the Horniman 
website. This is a wonderful 
way of supporting our 
redevelopment whilst you 
and your family can enjoy a 
lasting acknowledgment of 
your support for our much-
loved Gardens. If you are 
interested in donating any of 
these items, please do get 
in touch with the Horniman 
Development team on 
development@horniman.
ac.uk or call 020 8291 8169. 

Donate a Tree in the Horniman Gardens 
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Review of 2011

Sydenham Library
In summer 2010, the news that Sydenham Library (along with 
four other Lewisham libraries) was going to be closed was one 
clear indication that local government cuts were going to have 
a marked effect. The Society led a borough-wide campaign 
to retain these vital services and we are happy that the library 
at Home Park has been retained in the form of a community 
library run by Eco Computers. 

Sydenham Road Improvements
The long-awaited £3m scheme to regenerate Sydenham Road 
will finally get underway in April 2012 and should see the high 
street from Cobbs Corner to Mayow Road improved for 
shoppers, pedestrians and road-users. An additional £300,000 
scheme to refurbish Sydenham Station Approach will also 
see this area repaved and provided with a new public toilet, 
making it a location where a street market and other public 
events could take place.  Work on Station Approach and the 
core shopping area of Sydenham Road should be completed in 
the summer of 2013 when, I am pleased to announce, work 
can then begin to regenerate the streetscape along Sydenham 
Road between Mayow Road and Bell Green. The Sydenham 
Road Improvement scheme has its origins in the “Sydenham 
Gateway” project first proposed by the Society in January 
2005.  

Rail Improvement
The effects of the arrival of the East London Line are only just 
beginning to bear fruit. In its first year of operation, the new 
line carried 16 million passengers; in 2011/12 this is expected 
to have grown to 38 million passengers per year. Over 1,000 
new passengers are using Sydenham station each day thanks 
largely to the “ginger line”. Of course this inevitably leads to 
extra pressures on local parking but we must surely welcome 
the economic benefits of a line that plugs Sydenham into the 
London tube network. My thanks go to Ilse Towler, Chair of 
our Roads & Transport committee and her fellow committee 
members who work so hard and successfully on all road and 
transport issues locally.

Conservation & Planning
Sydenham is currently enjoying a building boom, a sign that 
public and private investment is still strong in SE26. In Kirkdale, 
the Greyhound development is progressing quickly and we 
fully expect top quality retail and pub groups to jointly take over 
the site. Lower down, there are no fewer than five separate 

housing projects underway between Trewsbury Road and Bell 
Green. The Society has been heavily involved in each of these 
schemes, trying to shape the plans to ensure that residents of 
these developments have good quality homes to enjoy when 
they settle into our community. In September we look forward 
to the opening of the new Forest Hill Pools and, later in the 
year, to the arrival of the New Generation Youth Centre in 
Wells Park. Our Conservation & Planning committee, chaired 
by Barbara Kern has ably dealt with these and many other 
conservation and development issues. 

Events 
Jackie Aldridge, Chair of our Events committee, together with 
her fellow members have worked hard to come up with up 
a varied programme of outings, events and quiz nights which 
I think have never been rivalled in the history of the Society. 
Highlights of the year included the trip to Faversham and a 
visit to the Museum of the Order of St John in Clerkenwell. 
Regular events on the calendar include Club 26 – a monthly get 
together to share a meal on or around the 26th of each month. 

Parks
Our local parks have improved beyond recognition in recent 
years due in large part to the activities of the parks’ Friends 
groups. Our thanks go to the Chairs of these groups – Alona 
Sheridan at Mayow Park, Anthony Scully at Home Park and 
Monika Sudek at Wells Park – and their committees. I know 
they will be working hard in 2012 to continue these upgrades.

Glittering prizes
I had the honour of accompanying Pat Trembath, Chair of the 
Society for 14 years, to Buckingham Palace in October when 
Pat was awarded an MBE for services to the community. No 
one embodies the sense of community and an overwhelming 
belief in local life more than Pat. Our congratulations to her. My 
congratulations also go to Pat and Barry Milton for scooping the 
awards at the biennial London Forum Media Awards ceremony 
for the Best Newsletter and the Best Website.  

During 2011, it’s been almost impossible to avoid news of economic downturn against a background mood music of sustained 
cuts to local and national services. We can’t avoid many of the consequences of these events locally. However, I believe that 
there are real grounds for optimism that we may be able to overcome some of the worst consequences of the recession and 
that strong investment continues in this area. I am also totally convinced that the Society remains an essential part of local life 
and is needed more than ever to protect and help improve our civic values. 

SYDENHAM SOCIETY

To Postal Members
Members who receive their newsletters by post are kindly 
reminded that they should add £2 to their 2012 subscription 
if paying by cheque, or issue a new standing order for an 
increased amount to include the increasing cost of postage.

Roger Feather
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Review of 2011 Annual General Meeting
The Society’s 39th Annual General Meeting will take place 
on Wednesday 18 April 2012 at 7.45 pm at the Golden Lion, 
116 Sydenham Road. All members are warmly invited to 
attend and to join the Executive Committee for a drink and 
get-together after the formal meeting.

Agenda
1. To receive the 2011 Accounts and Auditor’s Report
2. To elect Officers and Members of the Executive Committee
3. To appoint an Auditor
4. Any Other Business

Election of Officers and Members of the 
Executive Committee
Any member can be nominated for election as an Officer 
or Member of the Executive Committee.  Nominations in 
writing must be seconded and have the Nominee’s consent.  
Nominations must be sent to arrive 7 days in advance of the 
AGM to Annabel McLaren, 35 Bishopsthorpe Road, Sydenham, 
SE26 4PA; email annabelmclaren@myriadbooks.co.uk. 
The Society’s Constitution allows for up to 12 members, plus 
officers. In 2011 there were 8 Executive Committee meetings. 

Attendance was as follows:

Annabel McLaren (acting Chair from April 2010) 8/8  
Jackie Aldridge 8/8  Angela Hall 5/8
Roger Feather 4/8  Bryan Leslie 3/5
Barry Milton 6/8  Gloria Watson 4/6
Ilse Towler 7/8  Barbara Kern 8/8

The Society has three established sub-committees, which in 
2010 were chaired by:
Conservation and Planning:   Barbara Kern        
Roads and Transport:    Ilse Towler
Events:      Jackie Aldridge

The Executive Committee would like to put on record its 
warmest appreciation for help over the past year from the sub-
committee chairs and their members: Julia Farr, Steve Grindlay, 
Iris Humphries, John Hutchinson, Lesley Kennedy, Bryan Leslie 
Rosemary Linnell, Ruth Locke, Mary McKernan, Patrick Moulik, 
Alona Sheridan, Peggy Stacy, John Towler, Katherine Willett. 
Bryan Leslie stepped down from the Executive during the year 
and we would like to thank him for all his hard work on the 
committee.

The Executive would also like to thank Pat Trembath and 
Julia East for all their work on the editing, design and production 
of the Newsletter, together with the army of distributors for 
their tremendous effort in walking the streets of Sydenham and 
Forest Hill delivering it. We would also like to thank our hard-
working treasurer and membership secretary, Roger Feather.

.

Sydenham Society Wins Two 
Walter Bor Awards
In 1998 the London Forum launched its media awards to 
encourage its 200 plus member societies to give more 
attention to communications and to recognise excellence.  
Founder and President, the late Walter Bor, architect and 
past President of the Royal Town Planning Institute, was 
always keen to encourage societies to communicate and 
promote their work more effectively.  Accordingly, and 
with the support of his family, the London Forum named 
its awards after him.

Every two 
years there 
are awards for 
good practice 
in the areas of 
newsletters, 
Annual 
Reports, 
other printed 
publications, 
websites 
and media impact.  Since 1998 with the advance usage 
of electronic programmes the standard has become 
notably higher throughout the London amenity societies 
as the need for improved electronic communication is 
appreciated.

This year the Sydenham Society submitted copies of our 
2011 newsletters for consideration together with the link to 
the Sydenham Society website which was revamped during 
2010.  The standards are now very high and there is strong 
competition among the London wide amenity societies so 
Pat Trembath, Editor, and Barry Milton, Webmaster, were 
genuinely surprised and highly delighted that the Sydenham 
Society News and the Sydenham Society Website were both 
announced winners in their specific categories.

In 2006 the Sydenham Society won the very first 
Media Impact Award with the way the society controlled 
the handling of the launch of its “Gateway” scheme for 
the improvement of Sydenham Road, adopted by the 
council, funded by Transport for London and due to be 
implemented during 2012.  In 2008 the Sydenham Society 
was highly recommended for its use of the Press and 
TV coverage during the Save the Greyhound campaign 
throughout the summer of that year.

[Ed:  A big thank you to everyone who contributes 
regularly, or even occasionally, to our, now award winning, 
newsletter.  And well done to Barry Milton, Sydenham 
Society Webmaster, for all the work he puts in to keeping the 
website up to date.  An extra round of applause is due to the 
Sydenham Society’s Graphics Queen, Julia East, who takes the 
offerings emailed to her and lays out such a crisp, clean and 
very readable newsletter]
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THE SyDENHAM SOCIETy
Income and Expenditure Account for the year Ended 31st December 2011

    

H R FEATHER - HON TREASuRER     
    
I have examined the above Income and Expenditure Account and Balance Sheet with the books and records of the Society, and 
have obtained all the information I require. In my opinion these financial statements give a true and fair view of the financial affairs 
of the Society as at 31st December 2011 and of the income and expenditure for the year then ended.    
   
k DAVENPORT - HON AuDITOR       Date: 31 January 2012

  2010     2011  
 £       £ 
   Income       
  3979 Subscriptions    4128.54  
  396 Donations    351.25  
4389  13.89 Interest on National Savings and Bank Accounts  13.92  4493.71

   Expenditure       
  1246.38 Printing and stationery    2430.6  
  235.9 Postage and telephone    291.3  
  188.14 East London Line launch    -  
  560 Subscriptions including Civic Voice    564.5  
  40 St Bart’s floodlighting    40.00  
  200 Insurance    140  
  793.12 Equipment and website    1050  
  500 Sydenham Arts Festival    500 
  500 Sydenham Mosaic Project    -  
  500 Sydenham Music    -  
  50 In memory of Mark Thompson    -  
  - Crystal Palace Conference    309.85
  - Home Park Development Bid    100.00
  - Executive and sub-committee expenses   260.00
  11 Miscellaneous expenses    128.60  
 4850 25 AGM    111.00  5925.85

 -461  Excess of expenditure over income     -1432.14

   Balance Sheet as at 31st December 2011       
 
  6961 National Savings Investment Account    6974.73  
95584 2597 Cash at Bank    1144.85  8119.58

   Less       
 249 249 Subscriptions in advance    243.00  243.00
 9769        7876.58

   Accumulated fund 31.12.2010    9308.72  
   Excess of expenditure over income     -1432.14  

   Balance 31.12.2011    7876.58  
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*Joan is an author and academic historian living in Sydenham. 
She has written a book on the history of Sydenham and Forest 
Hill currently revised and republished 
Sydenham has had many notable writers and Joan Pilsbury 
Alcock is one of them. Joan began writing in 1978 and has 
not stopped. Her books on Roman Britain are essential 
texts for those studying the period. She has also produced 
books on local history, not only our own area but also 
Lancashire, Nottinghamshire, Staffordshire and Congleton, 
Cheshire, where she was born and where she still has 
roots. She has lectured in History, Archaeology, Economics 
and Sociology, ending her career at London South Bank 
University as Principal lecturer in Advisory Administration 
for the School of Hospitality, Hotel Management and Food 
Product Management.

Her later published works on food in the ancient world 
have led her in another direction. For her research and articles 
on the history of food Joan was elected to the Guild of Food 
Writers and she has contributed papers for the last twenty-
two years to the annual Oxford Food Symposium. When she 
retired from London South Bank University she was made an 
Honorary Visiting Fellow and she now works with the National 
Bakery School at the University supervising and moderating 
students’ work and acting as a personal assistant to the Head of 
the School. She is also proud of the fact that her archaeological 
work resulted in her being elected a Fellow of the Society of 
Antiquaries. Her contribution to the National Bakery School led 
to her election as a Freeman and Liveryman of the Worshipful 
Company of Bakers and a Freeman of the City of London. 
She is only the twelfth woman to have been elected to the 
Company since it was founded in the twelfth century.

Until back problems curtailed her activities Joan was a keen 
traveller, visiting China, India, Tibet, Bhutan and Mongolia. I 
remember once meeting Joan at London Bridge Station when 
she announced briskly: “I’m just off to Timbuktu”. Joan now 
divides her time between London and Congleton. She came 

to Sydenham by chance and has stayed mainly because of the 
convenience of the public transport links. She remarked ruefully 
that there are no buses or trains in Congleton on a Sunday! 
She enjoys Crystal Palace Park, is a member of the Sydenham 
Society and wishes there were more events such as talks in 
Sydenham.

Joan is not afraid to “boldly go” as evinced by her book 
on London Inn signs. She visited all the pubs whose signs 
were included but resisted the temptation to have a drink in 
each one! She says with some regret that since the book was 
published in 2007 at least 40% of the pubs have closed or 
changed their signs. Her favourite was the Artillery Arms in Old 
Street, though the City of London has some interesting ones.

Another string to Joan’s bow is as a volunteer at the Royal 
Opera House. Any spare time is spent visiting friends or going 
to museums or art exhibitions. Asked what, if anything, she 
still wishes to achieve, Joan says, “I’d like to write a few more 
books on classical studies”.  No one could doubt that she will 
do just that. 

*SYDENHAM AND FOREST HILL history & guide by Joan P. 
Alcock is available from Kirkdale Bookshop, priced £14.99.

Sue Grindlay
This is the twelfth in a series of articles on members of the Sydenham 
Society. If you would like to be featured in this series, or know someone 
whose views would be of interest to other members, please contact 
Sue Grindlay on 020 8699 6398 or sue.grindlay@gmail.com

Joan P Alcock
Syd Soc Member Profile

Sydenham Community Radio (SCR) has moved to Sydenham 
Community Library and is broadcasting on Thursday to 
Sunday each week.

SCR is totally run by volunteers and always needs more so, if 
you are interested, please get in touch. It offers training to anyone 
who wishes to learn how to present or edit a programme. 
Volunteers Meeting are held on the second Thursday of each 
month at the library building - access down alleyway, between 
building and out-of- school club, and ring the SCR bell. 

It has recently begun an intergenerational project – for 
further details contact gareth@sydenhamradio.co.uk. 

Any volunteers or young people (11-19) interested? – please 
get in touch.

In spite of all its volunteers’ efforts, SCR still needs to raise 
funding. To this end, it holds a quiz night @ £2 per head on 
the last Wednesday of each quarter. The next Quiz Nite will 
be held on Wednesday 28 March in the back room at the 
Golden Lion Pub, Sydenham Road. Advance bookings just for 
you or for a table are welcomed – contact:  annabaghari@
sydenhamradio.co.uk 
www.sydenhamradio.co.uk

Sydenham Community Radio
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Few things are more pleasurable, comforting and more 
English than a relaxing half-hour around 4.00pm with a cup 
of tea and a piece of cake. For years my Saturday ritual has 
consisted of going to The Cake Store (formerly Slatters) on 
the corner of Sydenham Rd and Mayow Rd, and buying one 
of their delicious cakes to eat with a cup of tea, with my dog 
curled up beside me after a day spent scouring Jumble Sales, 
Junk Shops, Greenwich Market, or just a walk in the park.

Not many shops in South London can boast they have 
followed the same trade and sold the same goods since the day 
they opened but The Cake Store is one of them. It has had just 
three changes of ownership in 110 years. Most of the shops on 
that side of Sydenham Rd were built after the demolition of the 
large Georgian house, ‘The Old House’, and the clearance of 
its extensive grounds in 1900. Built c1902, from the start it was 
a high-quality bakery, first owned by Owen & Owen, and so it 
remained up until the early years of WWII.

In 1943 the shop became empty, maybe due to loss of 
trade with rationing and general wartime austerity. Hard as it 
is to believe today, for a centrally located shop in such a busy 
shopping area, 111 Sydenham Road remained unoccupied 
for the next 11 years when in 1964 R.H. Aldridge & Son took 
over the business. Through the 50’s and 60’s they continued to 
provide high quality bread, cakes, light refreshments (teas and 
coffees were sold here until fairly recently) and friendly service 
to the people of Sydenham.

As well as delicious foodstuffs, Aldridge’s also employed 
attractive young female serving staff, especially on Saturdays, 
their busiest day. Whether this was by accident or design is 
uncertain.

One young Aldridge lady whose good looks caught the 
eye was Christine Franks (now Griffiths), who worked at 
Aldridge’s from 1959 to 1961, when she left school. “It was 
my Saturday job - I worked from 9:00 to 2:00 and my pay 
was 12 shillings” (60p-12 p an hour!). Christine was by far 
the most famous employee at the shop - well, for a week 
or two in 1960 anyway - when she was featured in the, 
now defunct, local paper, the Lewisham Borough News. In 
February 1960 as part of the paper’s ‘Workaday Beauties’ 
series, there was a regular feature whereby LBN photographer, 
Tony Runacres, and reporter, W.B.Skipsey, went around the 
borough photographing and interviewing attractive young 
women who worked in shops, offices and factories, with each 
‘beauty’ getting a near–full page feature in that week’s issue. In 
her feature “Lovely Christine, behind the counter in her blue 
overall” spoke of her ambitions “to be a telephonist, to be a 
pop singer and to meet Cliff Richard”. Christine only realised 
one of those ambitions - she was a telephonist for a while! 

Christine remembers a Mrs. James, the supervisor, as being 
in charge on the shop floor rather than Mr. Aldridge himself. 
She also recalls an incident one summer morning when she 
was stung by a wasp while busy serving a fussy lady customer 
and had to restrain herself from shouting out in pain until the 

lady had finished her long order, in case she thought she was 
angry with her, rather than the wasp! 

In 1969 Aldridge’s changed ownership and became 
Slatters, the name by which it is still referred to by many 
Sydenham residents. The 70s was the probably the shop’s 
most successful period and certainly when it enjoyed its highest 
public profile. Slatters were featured several times on national 
TV; a number of times on The Generation Game with Bruce 
Forsyth: and once on Jim’ll Fix It with the late Jimmy Savile. 
Clips of these programmes, without sound, can be seen on the 
screen behind the counter while customers wait to be served 
at The Cake Store today. It was during this era when the 
shop really began gaining its national fame and reputation for 
elaborate and ingenious party, celebration, wedding and novelty 
cakes, for which the shop is probably best known today. 

Slatters changed its name to The Cake Store c2001 and 
continue the fine tradition of selling top quality bread and cakes, 
very friendly service and yes, they still employ some attractive 
female staff!

Michael Viner – with thanks to Christine Griffiths

Sydenham’s Famous, Finest and Oldest Bakery
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Oliver Budd is in regular demand. Having created a mosaic 
logo for Mary Portas’ first shop in Oxford Street, he has 
now received a major commission from Birmingham City 
Council to remake, to the original size and specification, the 
stunning John F. Kennedy Memorial, originally made in 1968 
by his father, Kenneth.

The Memorial was part of a larger mosaic and when, after 
more than 30 years, the original site was to be completely 
redeveloped, the massive mosaic was largely buried 
(something for future archaeologists!). Oliver Budd reclaimed 
some parts of the original, notably the main portraits of John 
F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King and has stored them for 
some years. But it is now clear that because of colour change 
over the years trying to incorporate the older pieces into a 
new mosaic will not work well. 

 So he is currently awaiting the arrival of 580 Kg of fine 
smalti mosaic, matching the original colours (including lots of 
gold) from Venice for a complete remake on a new site. While 
waiting, Oliver is getting on with our work making the letters 
for ‘The Sydenham Centre’. 

His engagement in this major Birmingham Project will 
give the Sydenham Mosaic Project more time to raise funds 
to complete our own Project. We have now funded and 
had made seven roundels: The Croydon Canal, Pissarro, 
Shackleton, The Blitz, The Kitten in the Jug, St Christopher’s 
Logo and the Crystal Palace Musicians, Sir George Grove, 
SirAugust Mann and Sir Arthur Sullivan.

We are seeking funding for our largest roundel (2 metres 
in diameter) of Joseph Paxton and Crystal Palace and for our 
Multicultural roundel. We hope to complete at least three 
others. Permission to use a John Logie Baird logo has been 
received from Professor Malcolm Baird, his son, in Canada, 
who seems impressed with what we are doing. We would also 
like a train roundel to mark the coming of the Overground.

However, all this requires funding.  Sydenham may not 
be Birmingham City Council but it would be nice to think we 
could raise the last £10,000 for our very own mosaic!

So donations, however small, please, to The Mosaic 
Project, c/o 15, Bishopsthorpe Road, Sydenham, SE26 4NY

     
Valerie Kelly & Robert Side
020 8778 4775

It’s Not Grim Up North. A Guide to Pubs and Restaurants on the Northern Stretch of the ELLOliver Budd: 
Our Mosaic Artist

This prestigious 
Victorian building, in 
the Strand, is one of 
the last great wonders 
of Gothic revival 
architecture in England 
and is reminiscent of 
a Cathedral. With more than a century of history, over 
1000 rooms and a 3_ mile labyrinth of hallways it is one 
of London’s best kept secrets. Designed by George Street 
the building was opened by Queen Victoria on 
4 December 1882 and by day is home to the Court 
of Appeal and the High Court of Justice of England 
and Wales. 

We will be taking a guided tour around the buiilding 
and discover more about the art, architecture, history and 
the working of the courts. The tour lasts 2 hours and costs 
£10.Further details in the summer newsletter.

Visit to The Royal Courts 
of Justice Thursday 21 June – 11am

Set within 120 acres of 
beautiful Kent countryside, 
Lullingstone Castle is one 
of England’s oldest family 
estates, dating back to 
Domesday. The present 
Manor House and Gatehouse were built in 1497 and have 
been the home of the same family ever since.  Also within 
the grounds is the Parish Church of St Botolph, which is of 
Norman origin, containing some of the oldest stained glass 
windows in the country.

The grounds of the Castle include The World Garden, 
containing over 8000 plant species, the vision of modern 
day plant hunter and family member, Tom Hart Dyke.

Price of the House tour and entry to The World 
Garden is £6 per head for parties of over 20 if everyone 
arrives together. Light refreshments are available on site 
or at the Country Park Visitor Centre, a five minute walk 
alongside the River Darent, or you can bring a picnic.
Meet at Catford Bridge station for 10.25 train to Eynsford, 
one station beyond Zone 6. Sydenham Society members 
who wish to come should contact Alona on 020 8244 
4259 or on sheridanalona@hotmail.com to book their 
place. Payment in advance of the cost of entry to the Castle 
will be required a week before the visit.
This is a joint visit by members of the Sydenham and 
Forest Hill Societies

Visit to Lullingstone Castle 
and The World Garden
Saturday 12 May
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Holiday Music Course 
for young Musicians
20 -24 August at Sydenham High School.
Chamber Players is a holiday music course for string players 
aged 6-18 of all abilities which, having outgrown it’s previous 
venue in West Dulwich, has now moved over the hill and last 
year enjoyed great success at Sydenham High School. 

The course was set up by local violinist, Lucy Melvin who, 
remembering all the best courses she attended when a young 
student, decided to replicate these for young players around 
today. The tutors to coach on this year’s course have been 
chosen for their experience as chamber musicians and teachers. 
Coincidentally, all of this year’s tutors are Sydenham based.

When looking around for a bigger venue, such as plenty 
of rehearsal rooms, and a good performance space, it was also 
important that transport and access was easy and straight forward. 
With Sydenham’s new and faster connections on the East London 
Line, this means that pupils now come from all across London.

There are many holiday orchestra courses for young musicians 
in South London, but Chamber Players is unique in its approach. 
Because the pupils play in small ensembles, each player is responsible 
for his or her own line of music. The tutors can give much more 
focused attention to the specific needs of any pupil. What ever the 
ability of a particular pupil, Chamber Players ensure that they are in 
the correct group to best further their development, and encourage 
their enjoyment of playing an instrument. 

The repertoire covered has ranged from popular favourites such 
as the James bond theme, to very large-scale works like Dvorak’s 
Piano Quintet in C Minor, and Brahm’s Sextet in Bflat Major. Over 
the week’s course the tutors can watch pupils progress, and  see 
how much they are enjoying themselves, playing music amongst 
friends. The course culminates in a fantastic concert where all groups 
perform the pieces which they have been studying during the week. 
For full information: www.chamberplayers.org.uk

Sydenham Society Events
Who Runs Them?
We are a small committee, which meets about 4 times 
a year to plan a programme of local and regional visits, 
events and socials for Sydenham Society members. 
Everyone is welcome to come to any of our events- some 
you just turn up to, others you need to book in advance, 
particularly where there is a guided tour and limited 
numbers. We are also very welcoming to any Sydenham 
Society members who would like to join our friendly 
and sociable committee in order to help organises future 
events. Just email or phone me with your details.

What do we do?
 We aim to provide a variety of socials, such as Club 

26 and the quarterly Quiz Nite, as well as talks and outings 
throughout the year. During 2011 we visited the Steam 
Museum at Kew and we had an organised guided tours at 
High Elms Country park, the Gunpowder Museum and 
town trail in Faversham, the Order of St John in Clerkenwell, 
Eastbury Manor House in Barking and Chiswick House- the 
latter, taking advantage of our free entry vouchers to both 
the National Trust and English Heritage which we all had as 
members of Civic Voice during 2011.

We also enjoyed several talks including one celebrating 
the Festival of Empire and we reprised two sell-out 
Sydenham Arts Festival talks, one on Lost Victorian London 
by Gavin Stamp, the other on Cinemas of South-east London 
by Steve Grindlay 

We continued our Club 26 visits, supporting our local 
restaurants on a regular basis and our Quiz Nites, raising 
money for local charities as well as pitting our wits against 
each other and other community groups including Sydenham 
Radio and Sydenham Garden.

All our trips are planned using public transport and we 
are often able to take advantage of special rail offers on our 
longer trips. This year, as well as the planned visits (details on 
the opposite page) we also hope to go to Greenwich in the 
autumn to check out the refurbished Cutty Sark and the Fan 
Museum and to Restoration House in Rochester together 
with a guided tour of the town.

We do occasionally have to reschedule events for 
various reasons and we apologise for any inconvenience this 
may cause. We contact anyone directly who has booked to 
attend such an event and we also use the Sydenham Society 
weekly enewsletter to remind and update members about 
upcoming events. For this reason alone, we recommend 
members to sign up for the weekly enews – contact chair@
sydenhamsociety.com. If you do not have access to email, 
a phone call to the person organising the event and given as 
the contact could save disappointment.

Jackie Aldridge
Chair, Events Committee

St Christopher’s Social Programme
Every Monday – 7.00-9.00pm St Christopher’s Community Choir 
and Pizza Night. With no auditions, anyone of any age is welcome to 
come together to sing with us in a relaxed, informal way, or just come 
and listen and enjoy a home-made pizza.
Every Tuesday – 7.00-9.00pm St Christopher’s Curry and Art Night
Come along and join in a range of activities such as photography, clay 
work story telling. If you enjoy a drink with your curry you’re welcome 
to bring your own wine.
Every Wednesday –7.00-9.00pm St Christopher’s Quilting group
If you would like to make your own quilt, create one in memory of 
someone you love who has died or just learn to quilt for fun, please 
come along and join us. These events are all free of charge with food 
at a reasonable rate. Come along and join us.
Sunday lunch every week. Join us and bring your friends and 
family to enjoy some live music (12.30-2). A delicious three-course 
traditional lunch is served up every Sunday in the Anniversary Centre 
café for just £7.50 per head.
First Thursday of each month 7.30-9.30pm – Dame Cicely 
Saunders Concert series. Tickets are £12.50 and can be reserved 
by ringing the Anniversary Centre co-ordinator on 0208 768 4747. 
Wine and canapés included.
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yearly cost of membership
Individual (includes partner)  £6.00 per annum
Senior Citizen (includes partner) £5.00 per annum
Postal Member (includes partner) £8.00/£7.00 per annum

Bank details for standing order

Name of your bank/building society 

Address of you bank/building society 

Account Number  Sort Code 

Signed 

Your Name (please print) 

Please pay the Sydenham Society (Lloyds Bank plc, Sydenham Branch, 
Sort Code 30-98-42, Account no. 0524410) the sum of £8/£7/£6/£5 (please delete 
as appropriate) on 5 January each year until further notice.  This replaces any 
Standing Order in favour of the ‘Sydenham Society’.

The Sydenham Society STANDING ORDER
Name 

Address  

 Post code 

Tel day  Tel eve 

Email 

Please return to: Roger Feather, 71 Hall Drive, Sydenham, London SE26 6XL   Tel: 020 8778 4318   Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com

Renewal is due in January.  Postal members are those resident outside SE23 
and SE26 postal areas. Subscriptions can be paid by cheque or Standing 
Order.  Please make cheques payable to The Sydenham Society.

SyDENHAM SOCIETy MEMBERSHIP FORM

!

Dates for your Diary
If you have a suggestion for a Syd Soc event please call 
Jackie Aldridge on 020 8778 5455.

Wednesday 28 March – visit to Sands Studios, Rotherhithe – (see 
details opposite). Visit begins at 10.30 and includes a guided tour of the 
studios and workshops and a film and ends at 3.30pm, with a break for 
lunch. Admission free, but donations of £10 invited. Numbers limited to 
15. To book your place contact Sue on 020 8699 6398
Wednesday 18 April – 7.45pm – Sydenham Society Annual General 
Meeting  to be held in the backroom of the Golden Lion (see details on 
p.9). 
Thursday 26 April – Club 26  meets to eat at the popular That’s Amore 
restaurant in Kirkdale.  To reserve your place phone 020 8291 2901 and 
say you are a member of Club 26.

Saturday 12 May  – visit to Lullingstone Castle  – in conjunction with 
FH Society (see details on p.13)

Tuesday 5 June –  Sydenham Assembly
Thursday 21 June  –  visit to Royal Courts of Justice – advance notice 
– full details in next newsletter.

Other Events:
Wednesday 7 March – 7pm at the 
Salvation Army Hall, Westow Street, 
Upper Norwood.  A talk on his life 
and work by local resident David Mach 
RA, distinguished artist and Professor 
of Sculpture at the Royal Academy of 
Art. Entrance £6. Car parking available 
below Sainsbury’s Store (NB parking 
not in Sainsbury’s car park, which is locked at 9pm)     
Sunday 21 April – Bluebell Walk at Beckenham Place Park – meet on 
the Mansion steps at 11am for an informative trip through the bluebells in 
Beckenham Place Park’s ancient woodlands
Sunday 24 June – 12:00 noon – Garden Party at St Christopher’s 
Hospice. To celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 60s and 70s live 
music, drinks and barbecue. For tickets call Brian Sells on 020 8777 3359

EVENTS

Visit to Sands Studios, Rotherhithe
Wednesday 28 March

Sands Films Studios is a small British film production 
company, founded by producer Richard Goodwin and 
director Christine Edzard in the early 1970’s, and based in 
Rotherhithe, London. The company is particularly noted for 
its production of costumes for period dramas. The building 
that Sands Films occupies is a former granary, now a grade II 
listed building. Since 1976, it houses a small film stage, film 
theatre, picture library, workshops and costume stores.
Notable productions for which the company has produced 
costumes include all the Agatha Christie films produced by 
EMI (including Death on the Nile), Vanity Fair (2004), The 
Phantom of the Opera (2004), Fingersmith (2005), and Pride 
& Prejudice (2005). 

The Rotherhithe Picture Research Library based at 
Sands Studios is a vast collection of visual references for sets, 
costumes and many more subjects. It is made up of 1000’s 
of large books classified by themes, countries and historical 
periods, in which researchers can find pictorial reference.
Over the last 20 years Sands has made and supplied 
costumes and costumes making services to a long list of 
period films. The company has built a world-wide reputation 
for the quality of its work. The services provided are wide 
ranging: on some production they supply costumes from 
stock. In other cases they provide the workspace for the 
design team and make all the costumes in their workshop. 
They also supply space for hair and make-up and many 
productions use the studio other spaces for read-throughs 
and rehearsals at the time of costume fittings



Members are reminded that subscriptions for 2012 are now due.

POSTAL MEMBERS

Chris & Peter Alabaster 
Emily Beecher  
Mrs W L Bridle  
Mrs Belinda Burton  
Harriet Chalk   
William Coughlan  
Matthew & Karen Frith 
Simon & Ereni Henderson 
Miss Sarah Leonard  
Jennifer Marsh  
Ramona & Ruby Metcalfe 

Mrs Doris Milton  
Emma Mitchell  
Natasha Morabito  
Mr & Mrs Morrin  
Mary Scanlan  
St Christopher’s Hospice 
Graham Stuart  
Sarah Thompson  
Susie Watchorn
Mrs A Williams
Westwood House 

A warm welcome to the following new members:

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

Roger Feather, Treasurer  Tel: 020 8778 4318   Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com

SYDENHAM SOCIETY
NEWS

New Website for Sydenham Traders

www.sydenhamsociety.com
Covering all aspects of local community matters    Member of the London Forum    Member of Civic Voice

There’s something new happening 
in Sydenham shopping and business: 
sydenhamtowncentre.com– a new 
engine for promotion and information 
that will drive forward our high street 
regeneration and promote Sydenham 
business to the world.  

This is the initiative of the Sydenham 
Traders Association and Lewisham 
Council, and will be launched on March 6th at the Sydenham 
Assembly (7pm, Grove Centre, Jews Walk). Its designer 
Penelope Else will demonstrate the site and explain how she 
sees it working to attract visitors and customers for all shops 
and businesses in SE26.

Before then, though, here is a summary of the approach: 
the website will treat Sydenham Town Centre as though it 
were a department store, like John Lewis. Whatever the time 
of year, a good store finds something in every department 
that is relevant, promotes these heavily on its website Home 
page, and echoes this promotion throughout the store and to 
the wider public. In Sydenham, there will be regular themes 
throughout the year (e.g. Valentines Day, Mother’s Day, 
Easter), which will allow individual shops to feature on the 
Home page and encourage themed, joined-up marketing and 
promotional activity in the shops and businesses over time. 
There will also, of course, be physical events to use as themes, 
such as the Sydenham Arts Festival and other Pop Up events.

Across the website, there will be extensive information 
about shops and businesses, with shops able to have a page 
each (with customised information), appear on multiple lists and 
maps, and display special promotions. Of special interest will 
be our Street View, where you can slide along the high street 

from the comfort of your sofa and discover shops you had no 
idea existed. Non-retail businesses in SE26 can have the same 
functionally as shops, except (obviously) Street View.

In addition, in order to create value for the visitor and keep 
them returning, we will also carry - free of charge – local public 
events, Sydenham-specific town/retail/business news, space for 
hire and job vacancies. This ensures a vibrant, popular information 
source, creates a central hub for promotional activities, attracts 
customers and exciting new businesses, and makes us credible 
candidates for sponsorship of further regeneration activities. 

This continued maintenance will all be paid for through 
membership, advertising and sponsorship: shops and businesses 
can buy different levels of membership according to their needs 
and budget. For some shops, this may be their first brush with 
the internet, and far better value to have a page on this high-
traffic site than an unseen website elsewhere. This is, we hope, 
the first step in a programme to raise marketing awareness 
throughout Sydenham, improve networks and collaboration, 
and create a high street that attracts visitors from miles around.

If this sounds promising to you, we look forward to seeing 
you at the Sydenham Assembly, where you can ask us more 
about how we see the future for Sydenham.
For more membership information go to: 
sydenhamtowncentre.com/membership

Due to the considerable increase in the cost of postage over the 
last few years we regret that we have to ask postal members – 
those living outside our hand-delivered areas (SE26, SE23 and 
SE6) to pay an additional £2 towards the cost of the quarterly 
newsletter. 

The Society has over the past few years been subsidising 
the cost of postage, which has remained at £1 since at least 
2005!  We hope that the rise of £2 will be sufficient to cover 
further postal increases, which will no doubt occur in the next 
year or so. From January 2012 the annual cost of the quarterly 
newsletter, including postage, will therefore be £8 (£7 concs). 


