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Greyhound development – the great
pub disappearance mystery
As scaffolding was slowly removed from the Greyhound site at the end of April, it revealed what many
observant locals had already spotted – that the Greyhound pub, one of Sydenham’s most distinctive buildings,
had all but disappeared. Apart from a section of the front wall, which stood like a scene reminiscent of a war
movie, the remainder of the building – the roof, side and rear walls – had all been removed.
The site’s developer, Purelake, has told the Society that
the pub had to be demolished because of the state of
the building. Purelake’s Finance Director Gerry Dowd
said: “After having to remove more of the existing building
than anticipated due to dereliction, fire and some suspect
Victorian building practices, Purelake can assure one and
all that it is expending not inconsiderable resources to
ensure The Greyhound runs again”.
While the Society has every confidence that the
pub will be rebuilt to a high standard, the fact remains
that the building was demolished without planning
permission and that work is now underway to rebuild
the pub, although we understand that Lewisham’s
planning department has now received a retrospective
planning application.
Already largely completed are the two apartment
blocks consisting of 40 residential units (being
developed for Hexagon Housing) with retail units
below. The retail unit to the rear of the Greyhound has
been taken by Sainsbury’s and will run as one of their Local
stores. Sainsbury’s will also install an ATM within the wall of
the retail unit facing the Kirkdale Bookshop. This front unit has
attracted a great deal of interest from potential clients but its
ownership is yet to be finalised.
The rebuilding of the Greyhound is subject to a large
number of specific conditions laid down in the original planning
application. The developer has agreed to rebuild the pub to
include many of the most important architectural features of
the building. These include refurbishing the pub’s Victorian
exterior, reinstating the salvaged tiles from the pub’s former

“drinking corridor” inside the pub and placing replicas of the
two greyhounds that graced the original entrance either side
of the front door.
Purelake has also agreed to pay for a new artwork to be
placed on the exterior rear wall of the pub (see back page).
Gerry Dowd of Purelake commented “We are extremely
pleased at the level of interest that the public art competition
has generated, and even more so to learn that an element of
the prize money will be used to further the arts in Sydenham.”
The pub has yet to be let but interest is high. “We are grateful
to the Sydenham Society for its ongoing efforts in securing the right
user for this landmark building” said Gerry Dowd.

IN THIS ISSUE
London Bridge Redevelopment • Bell Green Regeneration • Lewisham’s Olympics • Sydenham Arts Festival
Sydenham Community Library • The Greyhound Pub in Pictures • Profile: Cecily Smith • Penge Cycle Club

Your neighbourhood voice
www.sydenhamsociety.com

Sydenham Society News • Summer 2012

Sydenham
SYDENHAMSociety
SOCIETYContacts
CONTACTS
Chair
Annabel McLaren

Conservation & Planning
Barbara Kern

Treasurer & Membership
Roger Feather
020 8778 4318

Events
Jackie Aldridge
020 8778 5455
Mob: 07837 838710

Newsletter Editor
Pat Trembath

Roads & Transport
Ilse Towler

chair@sydenhamsociety.com

membership@sydenhamsociety.com

news@sydenhamsociety.com

020 8659 4903
Newsletter Design & Layout
Julia East
news@sydenhamsociety.com

Newsletter Distribution
Pat Trembath
020 8659 4903

YOUR LOCALLY ELECTED OFFICALS
LOCAL MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
Jim Dowd MP for Lewisham West and Penge
Tessa Jowell MP for Dulwich and Upper Norwood
c/o House of Commons London SW1A 0AA

conservation@sydenhamsociety.com

Lewisham Councillors
Civic Suite Lewisham Town Hall Catford SE6 4RU
020 8314 6000
Bellingham Ward
Alan Hall Ami Ibitson

iandj.towler@btinternet.com

020 8778 3743
Local History
Steve Grindlay

localhistory@sydenhamsociety.com

020 8699 6398
Contact Address for post
Sydenham Society
35 Bishopsthorpe Road
Sydenham
SE26 4PA

Jacq Paschoud

Forest Hill Ward
Anne Affiku Alex Feakes

Philip Peake

Perry Vale Ward
John Paschoud Alan Till

Susan Wise

Sydenham Ward
Chris Best Liam Curran

Marion Nisbet

Bromley Councillors
Bromley Civic Centre Stockwell Close BR1 3UH
020 8464 3333

The Sydenham Society is an independent group
representing the interests of local residents.
Sydenham Society News is non-partisan,
non-political and non-commercial.

Crystal Palace Ward
John Canvin Tom Papworth
Penge and Cator Ward
Peter Fookes John Getgood

ARTICLES PLEASE!
If there is something you would like the society to tell
everybody, or a local issue you feel strongly about, please send
your article, maximum 300 words, to the editor.
Sydenham Society News is read by many local residents,
old and new, so please spell out all acronyms and explain
anything that a newcomer might not understand.
All articles are subject to editing by the Editorial team.
Email your article to the editorial team at:
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OTHER CONTACTS
Community Police Teams

Disclaimer

Community Police contact non-emergency numbers for
Lewisham have all changed to 0300 123 1212

The views expressed in articles are those of named contributors and
should not be regarded as statements of policy of the Sydenham Society.

In an emergency dial 999
For non-urgent police matters dial 101

E-NEWSLETTER
Want to be kept informed about news and events in SE26?
If you haven’t already signed up for the Sydenham
Society e-newsletter, you can do so by visiting
www.sydenhamsociety.com and forwarding us your email
address. You’ll then be sent our regular e-newsletter
packed with local news and information about what’s
going on in Sydenham and the surrounding area.

For environmental noise nuisance call:
Lewisham Council 020 8314 6000
Bromley Council 020 8464 3333
Southwark Council 020 7525 5000

The deadline for articles for the next newsletter will be Friday 10 August
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London Bridge Redevelopment Spells Trouble
for Passengers
If you’ve travelled through London Bridge station in the last few months you’ve probably noticed first signs of the station’s
revamp. With planned new entrances on Tooley Street and St Thomas Street, the new concourse will be the largest in the
UK when completed and will unify the station for the first time so that passengers can access all platforms from one place.
Next year, work will begin on reconfiguring the track to provide
nine ‘through’ platforms and six terminating platforms. This will
introduce hundreds more Thameslink trains every day – up to
eighteen trains per hour in each direction – plus a connection
to Crossrail services at Farringdon.
The good news is that all of these improvements can be
carried out without losing any of our current services to and
from London Bridge. The more worrying news is that, starting
in 2015, platform rebuilding will mean that neither Charing
Cross services nor Cannon Street services will stop at London
Bridge. This stoppage could last for well over a year.
Southern rail passengers wishing to travel between Charing
Cross and London Bridge or Cannon Street will have to make
use of a replacement bus service or switch to already crowded
tube lines. And South Eastern passengers will not be able to
alight at London Bridge and will have to find an alternative route
between Waterloo East and London Bridge.
These plans are bound to severely inconvenience many
hundreds of thousands of passengers daily and place extra strain
on tube lines, the Jubilee Line in particular. From our area,
many more passengers will be forced onto the East London
Line which gives direct access to the Jubilee Line.
The Society has written to Network Rail to ask them to

justify and clarify their plans. We’ve also urged them to ensure
that their recommendation to add an extra carriage to trains on
the East London Line is put into practice as soon as possible, to
accommodate the expected extra passengers.
Upgrades to London Bridge station and to Thameslink are
extremely welcome but passengers need to know that there
really is no alternative to shutting down vital services at Britain’s
third busiest railway station to achieve these improvements.
Barry Milton, Roads & Transport Committee

Special offer: visit any National Trust and English Heritage property
for free as a Sydenham Society member
This pass is transferable and can be given to friends or family if
you are already members of the National Trust.
English Heritage: the free English Heritage pass can be used
between 1 September 2012 to 31 January 2013. It is available
to download at: http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/daysout/
civic-voice-partnership/ If both you and your partner are both
members of the Sydenham Society, just apply for two passes
using the instructions above.

Sydenham Society members continue to enjoy free entry to
both a National Trust and an English Heritage property thanks
to our membership of Civic Voice. This offer includes you and
your partner – and if you are already a member of the National
Trust you can pass this offer to friends and family. The details are
as follows: National Trust: a free National Trust day pass is
available to download at: http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/getinvolved/competitions-and-offers/offers/view-page/item713049/
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Sydenham Road update

Bell Green Regeneration

The main highway works are now out to Tender with the
returns due on the 6 June 2012, which will be scrutinised
by Officers. Contractors tendering will be called in for
clarification interviews before a decision can be made about
to whom officers will recommend the contract be awarded.
Subsequently the award decision will go to the Mayor and
Cabinet (Contracts) meeting to be held on the 11 July.
The intention is for the works to commence on site in
September 2012, with some restrictions on the work area during
the Christmas period. The completion of the main highway
works is expected by September 2013. This may change once
the contract has been awarded and the programme of works has
been approved.
After the contract has been awarded the successful
contractor will be required to make a presentation of their
proposals to local councillors, traders and businesses. In addition
they are required to liaise with traders and businesses during the
course of the works and to have procedures in place for dealing
with representations.
The Council has not yet reached an agreement with
Network Rail to carry out the works along Sydenham Station
Approach. In addition the Council will be in discussion with the
private forecourt owners about improvement works to their
land. The period between now and September should allow
Lewisham time to get such agreements in place.
The Council is in discussion with the utility plant owners (BT,
Gas, UK Power Network, Thames Water) on any necessary
diversion of their plant. Such works will be programmed in with
the main contractors works programme.

Willmott Dixon, the major developers at Bell Green,
advise that at the end of 2011, two large metal structures
were installed between the two residential blocks. These
comprise the “Pear Blossom” artwork designed by a
local artist. When the site is complete, these structures
will be highlighted at night by carefully placed uplighting.
The construction of the two blocks is continuing with
gusto, as the summer completion date draws near. Roofing
works are continuing to the brown roofs to the South block
(the taller block), which are an eco-feature of the development.
Internal works to both blocks are moving forward, with the
show flats to the South block coming up for completion soon.
There are 156 apartments within the development and two
commercial units. There have been a number of interested
parties viewing the commercial units as potential businesses.

Stop Press! As we go to press we have learnt that development of the final phase of the Retail Park at Bell

Green will begin in late June. The main retailers who have signed up to take the large sheds are B&Q, Dixons/PC World,
Toys R Us, Next Home, and Pets At Home. It is anticipated that the development will be completed in September 2013.

Perry Vale Assembly 2012
Green Peas/Grow Mayow – £4,930
Teachsport – £2,920
Seniors – £2,950
Sydenham Arts Open Film Show – £200
This year’s Assembly Fund is £15,000 and individual bids
may be capped so that more applications can be successfully
funded. There will be four assemblies programmed for 2012/13.
The next one will be held Wednesday, July 4, 2012 at 7pm at the
Methodist Church Normanton Street SE23.
Our local Assembly Co-ordinating group is looking to recruit
new members, so if you care about your community and live
or work in Perry Vale and wish to be involved in planning the
Assembly programme and events, then please contact the Perry
Vale Local Assembly Co-ordinator on 020 8314 3387.

Many Sydenham Society members, including me, are Perry
Vale Ward residents, and it has been a while since readers
received an update on the work and future programme of
our local Assembly. The latest Assembly meeting was held
on 20 March 2012 with presentations from Bowel Cancer
UK and information about the new recyclables contract for
Lewisham, and was, as always, well attended.
Our priorities continue to be activities for young people, the
environment, roads and traffic, Anti Social Behaviour and crime,
and activities for the whole community, with our Action Plan
meeting its targets which is due for review and revision this spring.
In 2011, our Assembly was proud to fund the following
projects from our pot of £18,750, which included the Ward
Councillors’ discretionary fund, together with the previous
year’s £5,800 underspend, making a total of £24.550:
Security Mirror at Trilby Road – £350
Lewisham Thunder Basketball Club – £8,800
Sydenham Garden – £4,400

Cllr Susan Wise, Councillor for Perry Vale ward and Cabinet
Member for Customer Services. Tel/Fax: 020 8699 6520.
Cllr_Susan.Wise@lewisham.gov.uk
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Update on Lewisham’s Olympics 2012
at the Live Site where a team of 8 youth workers will be based
in order to promote diversionary positive activities elsewhere,
as well as offering support to community safety and police
colleagues on site.
Lewisham’s Legacy includes the official opening of Forest
Hill Pools on Saturday 22 September but we hope to have the
doors open in the second half of July (depending on handover
to Fusion and final mechanical and electrical tests of the two
pools). We are developing heritage displays at three leisure sites
(Forest Hill Pools, Loampit/Glass Mill, Wavelengths) over the
2012/13 year.

Residents from all over the borough will be able to welcome
the Olympic Flame as it moves through the different
neighbourhoods and into Bromley on Monday 23 July at
7.30am. The Olympic Torch Relay sets off from the Laban
building of Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance
in Creekside at the start of its journey through Lewisham
and there is another opportunity for Sydenham residents to
be part of the route when the torch arrives in Crystal Palace
Park for a mid morning stop (see below for details).
All eligible Lewisham schools joined the London 2012
Games Get Set and Get Set network programmes, which is
a web based programme of activities and opportunities for
pupils of all ages to develop new skills before, during and after
the Games including cooking, science, making and developing
schemes and friendships with overseas schools. As a result of
joining the Get Set programmes, Lewisham schools received
3,201 free tickets for pupils aged 11 to 18 years of age for a large
number of Olympic and Paralympic events.
For those who didn’t get tickets we have the Lewisham
Big Screen on Blackheath. From Friday 27 July to Sunday 12
August this seventeen day extravaganza will feature not only live
coverage of the London 2012 Olympic Games, but also a feast
of entertainment and activities to enjoy throughout this amazing
festival. Sing Out! is a 2-year project that will culminate in the
Big Screen programme on the 29 July.
‘Super Saturday’ – 4 August – will be a community day
from 12 noon to 10.30pm on Blackheath Common and
includes stalls, performers and entertainment galore.
To support the Olympic period the usual summer
programme for our young people has been focused over the 3
weeks of the Games. In total the Youth Service and Adventure
Play Grounds will offer 3,430 hours of play and positive
activities at 22 venues bolstered by £25,000’s worth of Olympic
specific Positive Action Fund for voluntary community sector
programmes and other non-Olympic specific PAF funded work.
The Youth Service’s Street Based Team will also be
deployed across the borough to help direct young people
to positive activities, targeted services and intervene early to
prevent anti-social behaviour. This will be particularly focused

Forest Hill Pools

Sydenham Assembly 7pm on Thursday 14 June will include
an outline of when and where of all the above events and
how you can get involved. We are working closely with local
GB athlete Conrad Williams, who is in with a real chance of a
medal following Silver in the World Games.
The Assembly will start with a 'marketplace' event so that
all the bids from local groups can be considered before the
voting takes place – we have 17 bids totalling over £32,953k
for the £17,500 so please join us as your vote counts.
Chris Best, Councillor for Sydenham Ward and
Chair of the Sydenham Assembly
Tel: 020 8659 6445. Cllr_Chris.Best@lewisham.gov.uk

Olympic Torch – Coming to a park near you
On Monday 23 July, just a few days before the start of
the 2012 London Olympics the Olympic Torch comes to
Lewisham and Bromley.
Those in the north of Lewisham will have to get up early
to see this unique event as it is scheduled to be in Deptford
about 7.30am.
However those of us in Sydenham and Forest Hill can stay
a little longer in bed as it will be arriving in Crystal Palace Park
around 10.30 in the morning. Coming through Penge, the torch
bearer will travel up Crystal Palace Park Road and enter the park

by Fisherman’s Gate (by the fishing lake). From there the torch
will travel along the hard surface of the park track, up to the site
of the old Crystal Palace, down the central steps of the Terraces
to the National Sports Stadium. It is understood that the torch
will be run twice around the circuit of the Stadium, before the
runners and the entourage take a half hour break.
A second opportunity to see the Olympic Torch will be
when the torch bearer retraces the route up the steps of the old
Crystal Palace until it reaches Anerley Hill and continues its way
into the borough of Croydon via Church Road at 11.37am.
5
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Sydenham Arts Festival, 1–15 July 2012
will be storytelling, free arts
activities, children’s games, street
performance, theatre, puppetry and walkabout acts, as well as a
funfair and food stalls offering food from around the world.
Well-known comics such as Mark Little and Lucy Porter
will be trying out their Edinburgh Festival material at The Hob
on 1 and 15 July and, on Sunday 8 July, you can watch and join
in with traditional folk dancing at Horniman Gardens, courtesy
of Trinity Laban and the Horniman Museum. There’s also the
popular Visual Arts Trail (see opposite), in which artists from all
over Sydenham and Forest Hill open their studios over two
weekends.
With more than 40 events to choose from, many of them
free, discovering the arts on your doorstep has never been
easier. Brochures with details of all events will be available from
Kirkdale Bookshop and other outlets from early June.

Now a regular fixture on south-east London’s calendar,
the Sydenham Arts Festival has once again come up with a
jam-packed programme of high-calibre events. With its mix
of big-name attractions such as Roger McGough and homegrown talent such as the South London Jazz Orchestra, the
festival promises something for everyone, whether you’re
into poetry, music, dance, visual art or literature.
The centrepiece of the festival is “Word Explosion”, a
celebration of children’s literature, with an open-air production of
The Jungle Book, readings from the work of Roald Dahl, Manga
and poetry workshops and lots more. Also, Guardian columnist
Lucy Mangan will be hosting a debate with three high profile
writers of fiction for teenage girls on the future of reading and
writing for teens.
The festival kicks off on Sunday 1 July with Arts in the
Park, a family fun day in Home Park. Music and dance acts will
perform on the main stage throughout the afternoon, and there

www.sydenhamartsfestival.co.uk.

Sydenham Community Library – a year on
The library is also used for meetings, occasional concerts
and for rehearsals, and is advertised as a venue on Sydenham
Town Centre website. Book sales on Amazon continue to raise
money, and the library is selling recycled computers, so can
offer a refurbished computer for as little as £70. We welcome
donations of computers, books, CDs and DVDs for resale. We
have applied to both Sydenham and Bellingham Assemblies
for funding for banners outside the library, so more people will
know it’s open, and what is on offer.
The next meeting of the Friends of Sydenham Community
Library is on 19 June, at 7.30pm in the Library. Our aims include
promoting and supporting the library. We still need additional
volunteers to work in the library, and to help with publicity and,
importantly, to help with fundraising to help pay running costs of
the Library and repair the building. Anyone with fundraising skills or
ideas, please get in touch with the Library Manager, Nesrin Taylor.
For more details on any of the above, ring the library on
020-8778-1753 (not Wednesday or Friday) or email Nesrin
Taylor on nesrin.ingham@ecocom.org.uk

It is one year since Sydenham Community Library was
set up, and the library is developing a wider range of
activities and uses. The really good news is that the Lease
transferring the building from Lewisham to Eco Computers
has now been signed, which means that the roof can be
repaired – financed by the solar panel company – and that it
should no longer rain indoors while it is raining outdoors!
At both Christmas and Easter, we held day-long storytelling
and crafts events. The “Christmas story” event was well attended,
and the Easter “Spring story” was even bigger, and included stalls
selling plants donated by Phoebe’s Garden Centre and Homebase,
together with toys, clothes, and books. We also held an Easter
Egg hunt, sponsored by Hyde Housing, and offered crafts including
jewellery making courtesy of Nesrin Taylor, our Library Manager.
The Co-op, as well as many volunteers, supplied refreshments.
The Easter event raised over £200, but equally important, lots of
children enjoyed storytelling with Lynn and Nevin of Stages UK, and
with Jonathan Kaufman.
We will hold a similar event on 1 July, with an Olympic theme,
as part of the Sydenham Arts Festival Arts in the Park/Family Fun Day
so watch for our posters with full details, nearer the time. We will
also host an art exhibition, as part of the Sydenham Visual Arts Trail.
In the Library as well as free computer training for beginners,
seniors completing an IT course may be awarded a free
refurbished computer from Eco Computers’ recycling scheme.
More library users are enrolling, about 50 a month so far this year.
The Library offers activities for babies and children and seniors
each week, which include:

Ilse Towler

Tuesday. Rhyme Time Baby Bounce from 10.15am to 10.45am
Tuesday. Seated exercise for seniors from 11am to 12.30pm
Thursday. Stages UK interactive storytelling, music and crafts
for under fives from10am to 11.45am
Saturday. Knitting and crochet group from 11am to 12.30pm.
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Sydenham Arts Festival Visual Arts Trail 2012
Saturday 7, Sunday 8, Saturday 14, Sunday 15 July, 11-5pm
(unless otherwise stated in the Visual Arts Trail broadsheet)
‘Artist in Residence’ at Billings Fishmongers for the day.
Look out for the free Visual Arts Trail broadsheet available
from mid-June in local libraries and the Kirkdale Bookshop and
from public venues hosting the various exhibitions/workshops.

This is the fourth year in which Sydenham’s artists have opened
their homes and studios to the public. As in previous years
the event is in the form of a trail which takes place over two
weekends around the nooks and crannies of Sydenham and
parts of Forest Hill, with side trips into Perry Hill and to Penge
– to the splendid new Alexandra Nursery in Parish Lane.
High quality artwork will be on display in artist’s workshops
and studios, in private houses and gardens, in cafes, pubs,
restaurants and shops, and at Grow Mayow in Mayow Park, St
Christopher’s Hospice, Normanton Street Methodist Church,
Sydenham Garden and Canvas & Cream in Forest Hill. For the
first time Sydenham Community Library will be a stop on the
trail, with an exhibition of children’s artwork.
The contrasting locations will feature work in a range of
different media. Glass, sculpture, pottery, paintings, prints,
ceramics, jewellery, ‘upcycled’ fabrics and embroidery will all
be on show. In addition expect to be surprised by a stunning
installation of papier-mâché shoes created by young students.
The trail will be very ‘hands on’ with a wide range of
workshops on offer – from photography and glass work to
collograph printing, beading and jewellery-making. Other highlights
include a talk by Tim Eastop on collecting art plus a chance to
watch an artist at work on Friday July 6 when Tony Tidy becomes

Annabel McLaren

Horniman Art Exhibition 2012
(also part of the Sydenham Visual Arts Trail)

Saturday 14 July, 10am – 5pm,
Sunday 15 July, 10 – 4.30pm
In the Conservatory of Horniman Museum
The Friends of the Horniman will be holding their 21st Annual
Art Exhibition in the Museum’s Conservatory. New and
established artists will be showing their most recent work
in what has become one of south London’s most popular
art exhibitions. Visitors will be able to buy both framed and
unframed works, cards and postcards, and will also have the
chance to win artwork which has been donated by the artists
in the raffle organised by the Friends.

Why the delay over Beckenham Place Park?
The two interested organisations
for the Mansion re-submitted bids
in September2011.The Trust reemphasised the unity of all the buildings
in the park and, indeed, with the park itself, and re-presented a
schedule for restoring the mansion under the direction of English
Heritage, which had indicated general approval for these proposals.
The Trust also noted that they had received a favourable response
from informal approaches to the Heritage Lottery Fund, whose
policy was increasingly to favour ‘major restoration’ projects, of
which Beckenham Place was a typical example. The Trust was
confident that it could secure the funds necessary for full restoration
– something that the council could not.
However, the council delayed further from making any
decision. The fire was used as a reason to bring in property
consultants Knight, Frank – whose report has still not been
made public after some 6 months. While an ‘interim solution’
for managing aspects of the park – using the current contractors
– is due to be made in July, council officers have still not formally
presented their response to last September’s revised bids to the
Mayor and Cabinet. First scheduled for October, it now seems
unlikely that this will take place until at least mid-July.
When will this much-loved building be allowed to be
restored and returned to full public use?

For many years the Grade 2* listed Mansion at Beckenham
Place Park has featured in English Heritage’s ‘Buildings at Risk’
register, along with the Grade 2 listed Homesteads – the
original stable block. Years of neglect – and aborted attempts
to find a ‘commercial solution’ – have reduced both to a
sorry state before the owners, Lewisham Council, initiated
individual tendering procedures for the park and the Mansion
in April 2010. A glimmer of hope had appeared.
Tenders were prepared and submitted to the council. Resubmissions were presented and shortlists drawn up. Decisions
were promised for later in the year, but deferred. The two
bidders ‘contesting’ the mansion contract were asked if they
wished to tender a combined bid – the commercial bidder
declined. The other bidder, Beckenham Place Community
Trust, which would restore the mansion and open it to full daily
community use, pointed out that it would make practical (and
historic) sense if the contract were extended to include all the
historic buildings in the park, most notably the Homesteads. The
council looked favourably on this suggestion and arranged for
the Trust to have access to the Homesteads where considerable
damage and lack of security was found. The following month, July
2011, the Homesteads were gutted in a fierce fire.
Meanwhile, the tendering process to manage the park
collapsed as no bidder was prepared to underwrite restoration
of the Homesteads.

David Hansom, Chair, Friends of Beckenham Place Park
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The Greyhound
Steve Grindlay reflects on the history of the pub over the past two hundred years.
The Greyhound was, until recently, Sydenham’s oldest surviving pub and a major local landmark. It began trading in the
early 1720s and during nearly three hundred years has seen many alterations and additions each, in its way, adding to the
interest of this complex and interesting building.
The original Greyhound was a timber building, similar to
the cottages in Mount Gardens and Kirkdale. At that time
bricks in this area were a luxury and wood was plentiful.

The Greyhound c.1818

During the early 19th century various other alterations and
additions were made culminating in the huge extension
across the front of the building in 1873 which nearly doubled
the size of the pub.
At this time the Greyhound Inn was re-branded,
becoming The Greyhound Hotel with an elaborate tiled
entrance to the hotel reception desk. At the same time two
stone greyhounds were placed at either side of the entrance
to the main bar.

The Greyhound c.1910

The Greyhound c.1839

The Greyhound c.1905

The Greyhound c.1985
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For more than a century few alterations were made to the
building, but this was not to last. About twelve years ago the
last surviving part of the original timber building, overlooking
the car park, was demolished. At the same time the Victorian
bar was removed and the two stone greyhounds disappeared.

This process of removing valuable and historic features
continued. More recently the tiled bar, and with it the only
surviving brick walls of the Georgian Greyhound, have gone.
Bit by bit parts of the building have been removed until today
absolutely nothing of any interest survives.

The Greyhound c.2003

The Greyhound c.2007

The Greyhound might be rebuilt; if so it can be nothing
more than a pastiche.The original building was a composite
of Sydenham’s history from the time it was built on the edge
of Sydenham Common to provide refreshment for those
who visited the Wells until the end of the 20th century when
children were still able to sit on the greyhounds as, in some
cases, their parents had done before them.
For a more detailed history of The Greyhound as
published previously in the newsletter, please go to this link:
http://tinyurl.com/bt5jyqr
Steve Grindlay

The Greyhound’s forlorn facade, May 2012

Planned Greyhound Development 2012
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Syd Soc Member Profile

Cecily Smith
Cecily is a long-term resident of Sydenham, a painter and
member of the Sydenham Society
It isn’t everyone who can trace their roots in Sydenham
back 150 years, but Cecily definitely can. By the mid1850s her great-grandfather Charles Fenner and his two
brothers were living in Sydenham. Charles was a carpenter
and builder living in Crystal Crescent (now the Wells Park
Road end of Halifax Street). His brother William was also
a carpenter living in Willow Walk (now Willow Way) while
brother George was a carpenter who also ran the Hanover
Arms, on the corner of Halifax Street and Wells Park
Road, between about 1851 and 1855. There is certainly
a suggestion that one or more of the brothers were
involved in the building of the Kirkdale Institute, and the
contemporary engraving that is in Cecily’s possession may
indeed have been instrumental in getting the building listed
by English Heritage late last year.
At the turn of the last century Cecily’s maternal
grandparents Louisa and Arthur Fenner were living in Percy
Cottage, Charlecote Grove, one of Sydenham’s older cottages
and it was here on 30 June 1923 that Cecily was born to her
parents Rosa (nee Fenner) and Albert Smith.
Cecily has happy memories of her childhood in Sydenham.
The garden at Percy Cottage was large, and neighbourhood
children would often come in to play. Cecily went to Sydenham
Hill Road School, now Kelvin Grove School, and then the
Borough Polytechnic in London to study art and sewing. In the
late 1930s she went to Camberwell School of Art for life drawing
and oil painting. Cecily became a telephonist during the war,
and, travelling daily to the New Cross Exchange, she sometimes
hitched a lift on the back of a Bowater’s lorry! After the war
Cecily sat the Civil Service examination and went into the
Ministry of Pensions, becoming Private Secretary to the London
Controller of the Ministry of Pensions and National Insurance.
Cecily married in 1956 and moved to Warwickshire where

her daughter Louise was born and still lives. Sadly her husband
died in 1963 and Cecily eventually returned to Sydenham
where she moved into her present house in Kirkdale with her
second husband. It was around this time (the early 80s) that
Cecily joined the Sydenham Society, her sister Barbara having
been a founder member. After the War Cecily took up painting
as a hobby and continues to this day. Cecily knows the Kirkdale
Institute well, having attended an art class there in recent years.
She paints local scenes, which are then photographed and
made into greetings cards. Cecily sells these cards and pictures
for charity at Craft fairs, particularly St Bart’s.
Cecily has seen many changes over the years. When she
was a schoolgirl, bread and milk were delivered by horse and
cart, and Mr Symons, the dairyman, kept his horses in the field
we now know as Baxter Field. Despite not getting about as much
as she once did, Cecily still enjoys being part of the Sydenham
community, and still attends St Bart’s Church where she was
married in 1956. She says she is glad to know that the Sydenham
Society is there, keeping an eye on things in the future.
Sue Grindlay
This is the thirteenth in a series of articles on members of the
Sydenham Society. If you would like to be featured in this series,
or know someone whose views would be of interest to other
members, please contact Sue Grindlay on 020 8699 6398 or
sue.grindlay@gmail.com

Music for the Whole Family
Sydenham Library, as part of the Arts in the Park/Family Fun
Day on 1 July, is hosting a Family Music making session, adding
musical adventure to the action packed afternoon.
There is room for everyone who ever wanted to play
music, as well as for more experienced musicians, to enjoy
taking part in the fun of the afternoon.
And, if it all goes well, Sydenham Library will then be
hosting live family music-making sessions on a regular basis.
After all, playing music is one of the best ways of getting to
know people. Come and rub shoulders with your neighbours,
friends, colleagues, as well as perfect strangers.
If it has been your dream to play or make music, or you
10

have an instrument under your bed which needs dusting off, then
Sydenham Library is where you should be on the 1 July, having
fun with others making music, with all the stiff rules that may have
once put you off learning music having been removed. We hope
to make our own music as well as play some popular tunes with
a core of regular musicians led by Jimmy Beckley.
So please just turn up, bring a friend if you like, surprise
yourself and help unearth unknown musical talent and have
some fun!
For further information phone Jimmy Beckley
07828 618 296, and 020 8291 3322.

Sydenham Society News • Summer 2012

St Christopher’s Social programme
Changing attitudes towards the end of life
the ticket price. Details of
specific concerts are on
our website.

St Christopher’s Social Programme brings together
hospice users and the local community. Many are afraid to
visit a hospice and are uncomfortable talking about death
and dying. Our social programme aims to change this and
show that St Christopher’s is about community and sharing
good times together.

Selected Fridays
9.45-2pm
Open House Hospice
Visits. Our free monthly
Friday visits include a hospice tour and provide the history of
hospices and palliative care, and information about the services
that we offer for ill, dying or bereaved people. 2012 dates: 6 July,
7 Sept, 12 Oct, 16 Nov,
7 Dec. Visit includes a sandwich lunch.
Please note that all Friday visits must be pre-booked by calling
the Education Centre on 020 8768 4656.

Every Monday – 7-9pm
St Christopher’s Community Choir and Pizza Night. With no
auditions, anyone of any age is welcome to come together to
sing with us in a relaxed, informal way, or just come and listen
and enjoy a home-made pizza.
Every Tuesday – 7-9pm
St Christopher’s Curry and Art Night. Come along and join
in a range of activities such as photography, clay work and story
telling. If you enjoy a drink with your curry you’re welcome to
bring your own wine or beer.
Every Wednesday –7-9pm
St Christopher’s Quilting group. If you would like to make
your own quilt, create one in memory of someone you love
who has died or just learn to quilt for fun, please come along
and join us.
These events are all free of charge with food at a reasonable
rate. Come along and join us.

Sunday lunch every week 12.30-2pm. Join us and bring
your friends and family to enjoy some live music. A delicious
three-course traditional lunch is served up every Sunday in the
Anniversary Centre café for just £7.50 per head.
All social events are open to patients, carers, family members
and friends, staff, volunteers and the general public. They take
place at The Anniversary Centre, St Christopher’s Hospice, 5159 Lawrie Park Road, Sydenham, London SE26 6DZ.
All these events are planned in order to offer opportunities
to dispel myths and change perceptions – both about St
Christopher’s and the people who use our services. Everyone
is most welcome to join us. Look out for other social events on
our website at www.stchristophers.org.uk

First Thursday of each month 7.30 -9.30pm
Dame Cicely Saunders Concert series. Tickets are £12.50
and can be reserved by ringing the Anniversary Centre coordinator on 0208 768 4747. Wine and canapé’s included in

Sydenham Mosaic
The only body outside Sydenham to respond quickly and
generously was The Shackleton Foundation. But perhaps we
should take pride in the fact that the Mosaic has been funded
entirely by the commitment and generosity of the people of
Sydenham. So far the Project has raised over £37,700 which
includes a recent donation from Property World of £500 and
£646 from our recent Buffet Supper.
All the Committee members balance their efforts on behalf
of the Mosaic with other concerns for the community – the
Library, the Police, the Parks, St. Christopher’s, the Arts Festival
and church activities on behalf of the less fortunate members
of our community and so on. Similarly we find those who have
been generous to us are equally generous in other directions.
It is in recognition of this and knowing that greater demands will
be made on all of us as the effects of the cuts bite deeper into
our community that we think it time to consider bringing our
Project to a conclusion.
However, we hope the Mosaic will play its part in creating
a vibrant High Street to assist and bring pleasure to traders,
shoppers and residents alike.

Conceived in 2009, it is time to be thinking of the birth!
The regeneration of Sydenham Road concentrates the
mind and we are looking towards the end of September or
beginning of October to install the Mosaic.
Fortunately Oliver Budd, the mosaicist, says he prefers
to work on two projects rather than getting totally absorbed
in one and so currently one wall in his studio has the J.F.
Kennedy Memorial for Birmingham City Council and the
other has Crystal Palace with Paxton for Sydenham. When
finished there will be nine completed roundels. We would like
a further two roundels before we call it a day. One would be
a receding image of the Queen’s Hall Electric Cinema which
stood on the site of the building, advertising ‘Future Events’
which will allow us to show the logos of the Music Festival
and The Arts Festival, while Boris Karloff as ‘the Mummy’ acts
as commissionaire! The other would be a pile of scattered
stamps, partly acknowledging the Post Office housed in the
building, but also indicating international communication. The
stamps would carry heads each with a different headdress
- turban, kippah, hijab, rasta, panama, bowler etc to
acknowledge our multicultural community.
It depends, as always, on our ability to raise funds.

Valerie Kelly and Robert Side
11
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Mayow Park update

Dear Editor

With the wettest drought on record, Mayow Park volunteers
are breathing a sigh of relief that the rains started at the same
time as the hosepipe ban. Watering the orchard will be an
ongoing task throughout spring and summer this year and next,
with each tree requiring 20 litres per week to ensure sufficient
water that encourages deep root growth and volunteers will
use wheelbarrows to carry full water containers to the trees.
Another project in the park is the Triangle, located in front
of the bowls club and close to the Pavilion. On 14th April
Nature’s Gym and 12 park volunteers spent the day adding
mulch to the woodchip paths, removing weeds from the beds
and planting hedgerow whips. There are various fruit bushes
and flowering plants in the larger bed while the smaller bed has
mainly herbs though with plans for more flowers.
In one corner of the Triangle, near the bowls club, a
hole has been dug and pipes laid in preparation for a modern
drinking water fountain. Our thanks to Hilary Jarrett, from
Friends of Mayow Park, who campaigned for a drinking water
supply for years when it became apparent that the Victorian
fountain could not be brought back into use.
The cricket square in the oval has been carefully tended
by a specialist from Glendale and we hope that cricket matches
will start during this summer. There are plans to renovate the
Pavilion, but we will have to wait a bit longer to hear the details.
If you would like to find out about FOMP meetings or
to volunteer to help with the orchard or the Triangle, please
contact us on friendsofmayowpark@ymail.com

I am a cousin of John Marlow
and was shown a copy of
the article that was written
about him in your Autumn
2011 edition. I thought your
members would be interested
to know that he died on 23rd
December in St.Christopher’s
Hospice, aged 74.
He had meningitis as a
young child, which left him
brain damaged. His mother
died when he was only 15
and his father died 40 years
ago. He worked as a ‘messenger’ for some years – taking
documents from one city company to another on his
bicycle, which is why he wore the cycle clips!
With the introduction of modern communication he
was made redundant and did not manage to get another
job. He spent his time playing and taping music, and he was
very interested in films, and he had a large collection
of videos and DVDs.
While he was working he managed to save up and go
to Disney World in California at least 6 times. He loved it
there, and made some good friends who he would return
to visit.

Alona Sheridan, Chair, Friends of Mayow Park
020 8244 4259

Doreen Fisher

Sydenham Wells Park News
The Park contains a number of good trees and we have had
a few donations of new trees as well as ones planted from
the Sydenham Wells Park Improvement Group’s funds. The
tree donated to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee has
also been planted.
Grant applications are being made for new children’s play
equipment and the tennis courts will be re-furbished later with
money we have been awarded from the London Marathon Trust.

We are expecting a notice board donated by Green Chain
for which a position has been ear marked. A few new bird
species have been spotted in the Park, namely a redstart and a
blackcap. There are also plenty of blackbirds, robins, thrushes
woodpeckers and other varieties too.

Spring flowerbeds

The Youth Club building beside the park is under construction

Sydenham Wells Park Improvement Group (SWPIG)
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Penge Cycle Club
The Penge Cycle Club is a community based cycle club, for
kids, families and adults. Set up in 2009 as a youth cycle club
run as part of British Cycling’s Go Ride initiative, the club is
now developing into a wider family and adult club and now
has around 100 riders aged from 6 years to over 60, most of
whom come from Sydenham, Penge and Beckenham.
The Youth Section meets on Saturdays at Alexandra Junior
School on Cator Road, Sydenham. Often there are 50 riders
aged aged 6 – 16 who turn up to learn skills, get fit, make
friends and, if they want, progress to racing.
As well as a large group of volunteer supporters who help
run the club, there is a coaching team who all have appropriate
British Cycling coaching qualifications and there is a selection of
visiting coaches who are experts in specific areas of cycling like
BMX or track.
The club has formed a beginners’ race league with colleagues
at Big Foot Go Ride in Hayes, designed to give everyone the
chance to have a go at racing in a fun and relaxed atmosphere.
In association with British Cycling’s Go Ride Racing, the concept
is to encourage more young people into entry-level bike racing,

a stepping-stone between school or club cycle coaching sessions
and regional level cycling competitions. Types of racing include
cyclo-cross, road, mountain bike and grass track racing. The two
clubs run five events per season with this year’s final event taking
place at Herne Hill Velodrome.
The Adult Section is aimed at the non-competitive cyclist
who is either starting out or is making the jump to a full on racing
club. There is a band of riders who ride every Thursday night
and Sunday morning. SE20 Cycles, 60 Maple Road, SE20 8JB in
Penge is the start point for rides and the distance cycled is from
20 – 80 miles in 1 or 2 ability groups depending on who turns
up. Everyone is welcome and no one gets left behind! If you can
manage 20miles, a few rides will start improving your fitness and
soon you will be up to speed with our other riders, so don’t feel
intimidated about coming along.
One of the great things about joining a club like Penge CC
is the chance to meet other people to
ride with. For families there are loads of
organized rides and the community spirit
is really strong and for children it is great
that they are learning good techniques in
a safe and encouraging environment.
Penge Cycle Club welcomes
anyone new who wants to give it a go,
just check the web calendar (pengecc.
org) in case we are off on a ride or a
race. Grab your bike and join Penge
Cycle Club on a ride this week!
Jonathan Burns, Head Coach
Jonathan.burns@ntlworld.com; 07757
951993

Open Gardens on
Tewkesbury Lodge Estate

Crystal Palace Park –
Volunteers wanted

Saturday 9th June from 6-9pm and on
Sunday 10th June from 2-6pm.

The Friends of Crystal Palace Park are looking for volunteers
to help man the Information Centre in Crystal Palace Park
at weekends for just two hours a day. They are currently
manning the Centre but need more help to keep the centre
open every weekend so information and general enquiries
by the public can be dealt with.
Volunteers will need to have a CRB check and two
named references before they can be taken on. Anyone
interested should phone Louisa on 07904 601717 or
call her at Bromley Council and ask for the office of Colin
Brand. She can also be reached at the Information Centre at
weekends on 020 8778 9496.

A group of six very different gardens in Forest Hill will be opening
for the National Gardens Scheme (NGS) in June. They are all
within a very short, if steep, walk of each other on a hill with
spectacular views over London and the North Downs and ten
minutes walk from Forest Hill station and local bus routes.
Combined admission is £7, which goes to cancer and
caring charities (children free). Buy your tickets on the Green
at the junction of Horniman Drive and Liphook Crescent.
Refreshments, home made tea and cakes will be available on
Sunday and there will be sales of plants on both days. Sorry,
no wheelchair access. No dogs except guide dogs.
13
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It’s Not Grim Up North. A Guide to Pubs and Restaurants on the Northern Stretch of the ELL

Part 6 – Highbury and Islington
The Pubs:

In this final look at pubs which can be easily
reached on the East London Line, we travel to the end of the
line, Highbury and Islington, which can be reached in forty
minutes from Sydenham station. This is a popular area and there
are pubs aplenty near the station and along busy Upper Street.
However, I am going to bypass these and recommend instead
that you head for the less-familiar back streets, where a few
minutes’ walk will be rewarded with some of the area’s best pubs.
From the station, walk southwest to The Barnsbury (209
Liverpool Road, N1 1LX). This pub has a selection of well-kept
real ales (my Plain’s Sheep Dip was excellent) and retained
some original features but, like most of the pubs in the area, it
has sadly succumbed to the modern trend of “brightening up”:
the lovely old wood panelling has been painted pastel blue,
the ceiling (which of course should be the colour of nicotine)
has been painted white, and (even sadder) all the etched-glass
windows have been replaced by drab clear glass.
Almost the same could be said of The Drapers Arms
(44 Barnsbury St, N1 1ER): well-kept beers from microbreweries (including a superb Dark Star American Pale Ale) but
disappointingly modern décor. Outside, one can enjoy the grand
architecture of this purpose-built former-Watney’s Victorian pub.
Nearby, The Albion (10 Thornhill Rd, N1 1HW) has a
stunning vine-clad mid-Victorian exterior. Inside there is plenty
of history but again the painters and decorators have been
unleashed. Ringwood Best is one of the beers served in here.
Return east to Upper Street, cross over then head back
towards the station and you will find, very well hidden down a
back street, The Compton Arms (4 Compton Avenue, N1
2XD). At last – a pub that still feels like a pub, not a restaurant!
After the previous three pubs, this cosy low-ceilinged place feels
like a throwback to another age. I supped happily on my tasty
Hyde’s Bitter (from Manchester) while musing on the state of
the nation’s pubs. Don’t misunderstand me – all the pubs which

I mention here are certainly worth a visit: it’s just that one has
to accept that décor-wise the world of pubs has most definitely
moved on (and left this flat-capped old geezer behind).
Neil Pettigrew, Pub Preservation Officer, South East London
CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale)

The Restaurants: The Drapers Arms and the

Marquess Tavern. They stand tall, they stand out. Both within
a short walk from the station at the end of our line at Highbury
and Islington. I do not tire of travelling on our long, open,
orange train; our destination is less than 40 minutes away, and
right now it's absolutely worth the trip.
I say “right now”, as “alittleofwhatyoufancy” are guest
chefs at The Marquess Tavern. It seems to be a popular
trend these days for what people call pop-up restaurants. The
Marquess Tavern is a tall, corner pub, filled with light and it is
spacious and welcoming. Food has always been served there,
but right now its extra special with their guest chefs – cooking
dinner each week night and lunch and dinner on the weekend.
You can find the pub by taking Canonbury Road at the
Highbury roundabout. The pub is at 32 Canonbury Street –
just off the Essex Road. Check out www.alittleofwhatyoufancy.info
for their set dinner menu. Their Sunday roast is just perfect
with top-notch beef, duck fat roast potatoes and greens. Book
your table, the opportunity won't be there long as they will be
off to their next host in a few weeks time.
The Drapers Arms is a magnificent 3-storey building at 44
Barnsbury Street. Its décor is simple and striking. Full of light and
cheeriness, plenty of chatter, but calm and relaxed too. I had their
eight-pound ploughman’s lunch, which was fresh and filling. Their
menu changes daily – rock oysters; rabbit, bacon and prune pie;
knickerbucker glory; yep that’s right, those old favorites are still around.
Both pubs have plenty of choice of wine by the glass;
The Drapers also have 500ml carafes from a tenner.
www.marquesstavern.co.uk www.thedrapersarms.com/
Jonathan S Clarke

[Ed: The Overground came to Sydenham on 23 May 2010, opening up easy access to parts of north London previously foreign to us south Londoners.
Gradually over the past two years many of us have become more adventurous and started to explore what’s on cultural offer in north London.
When the Overground opened both Neil and Jonathan approached me, separately, and suggested a series of articles on areas now accessible to Sydenham
on subjects close to their hearts – Neil is Pub Preservation Officer for CAMRA and is interested in “old-fashioned boozers”, whilst Jonathan is a bit of a
gastronome and enjoys his food. I am aware of people who have done a pub-crawl on the recommendations of Neil, and of others who have tried out
restaurants following a favourable critique by Jonathan. Thank you both for your contributions over the past two years, but I think we have now reached the
End of the Line. On behalf of Sydenham Society members I am calling time, gentlemen, please.]
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EVENTS

Dates for Your Diary

Thursday 21 June –11am, visit to
The Royal Courts of Justice

If you have a suggestion for a Syd Soc event please call
Jackie Aldridge on 020 8778 5455.
Thursday 14 June 7pm – Sydenham Assembly, Sydenham
(Naborhood) Centre
Thursday 21 June – visit to Royal Courts of Justice (details
opposite)
Tuesday 26 June 7.30pm – Club 26 will meet to eat at the
ever-popular Gurkha’s Restaurant in Sydenham Road.
Call 8778 3222 to reserve your place saying you are a
member of Club 26.
Sydenham Arts Festival (incorporating the Visual Arts Trail)
Sunday 1 July – Sunday 15 July – brochures with full details
will be available from Kirkdale Bookshop and local libraries
from early June.
Perry Vale Assembly – Wednesday 4 July, 7pm – Methodist
Church, Normanton St, SE23
Monday 23 July – Olympic Torch relay in Lewisham, from
7.30am and Bromley, 10.30am (Crystal Palace Park) see
page 5.
Friday 28 September – an early “date for your diary”: a visit to
Restoration House, Rochester. Details in next newsletter

This prestigious Victorian
building, in the Strand, is one
of the last great wonders of
Gothic revival architecture in
England and is reminiscent
of a Cathedral. With more
than a century of history,
over 1000 rooms and a 3
and a half mile labyrinth of
hallways it is one of London’s best kept secrets. Designed by
George Street the building was opened by Queen Victoria on 4
December 1882 and by day is home to the Court of Appeal and
the High Court of Justice of England and Wales.
We will meet at 10.45am outside the main entrance for a
guided tour around the building to discover more about the art,
architecture, history and the working of the courts. The tour lasts 2
hours and costs £10. Numbers are limited. To book your place,
and arrange payment, contact Jackie on 8778 5455 or email:
jacquelinealdridge@gmail.com

Chrissie Gittins
Congratulations to Chrissie Gittins, Sydenham Society member
and Writer-in-Residence with Lewisham Council, who has been
invited to make an hour’s recording of her children’s poetry for
the Poetry Archive, which was set up by Sir Andrew Motion,
former Poet Laureate, to record ‘significant poets’.
The Poetry Archive is the world’s premier online
collection of recordings of poets reading their work. It exists
to help make poetry accessible, relevant and enjoyable to a
wide audience. It came into being as a result of a meeting, in a

recording studio, between Andrew
Motion, soon after he became Poet
Laureate in 1999, and the recording
producer, Richard Carrington. They
agreed about how enjoyable it is
to hear poets reading their work
and about how regrettable it was
that, even in the recent past, many
important poets had not been
properly recorded.
www.poetryarchive.org

!
SYDENHAM SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM
Yearly cost of membership
Individual (includes partner)		
Senior Citizen (includes partner)
Postal Member (includes partner)

Renewal is due in January. Postal members are those resident outside SE23
and SE26 postal areas. Subscriptions can be paid by cheque or Standing
Order. Please make cheques payable to The Sydenham Society.

£6.00 per annum
£5.00 per annum
£8.00/£7.00 per annum

The Sydenham Society STANDING ORDER
Bank details for standing order

Name

Name of your bank/building society

Address

Address of your bank/building society
Account Number
Signed

Post code
Tel day

Sort Code

Your Name (please print)

Tel eve

Please pay the Sydenham Society (Lloyds Bank plc, Sydenham Branch,
Sort Code 30-98-42, Account no. 0524410) the sum of £8/£7/£6/£5 (please delete
as appropriate) on 5 January each year until further notice. This replaces any
Standing Order in favour of the ‘Sydenham Society’.

Email

Please return to: Roger Feather, 71 Hall Drive, Sydenham, London SE26 6XL Tel: 020 8778 4318 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com
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Greyhound public art competition
From over 35 entries the judges have chosen the image
below to be the design for the rear wall of the restored
Greyhound PH at Cobbs Corner. Lee Newham, on behalf
of the winning design team, Designed By Good People
says, “We are really excited to have won the Greyhound
Wall competition. The brief was to capture the 'Essence
of Sydenham'.
"Our entry was based on an archive image showing
the original pub sign, an elegant painting of a Greyhound.
The Greyhound is made up of printed tiles. Each tile is one
pixel. Each pixel is one image supplied by the people of
Sydenham. They will be images of people, historical figures,
illustrations, art, places, family photos, events, etc. All the

images together will make up the image of the greyhound.
When you get close you will see the detail and the individual
pixels, from a distance you see the greyhound.
"The idea is to give people a sense of ownership and
pride in Sydenham, to celebrate its past, present and future.
Everyone who participates will have their name on a plaque
that also tells the story of Sydenham’s oldest pub.
"We will keep everyone informed of the progress on
local forums and our blogs at:
www.designedbygoodpeople.wordpress.com and
www.whatifsydenham.wordpress.com
"On both blogs you can find more information on how
to be a part of the project and submit your images."

POSTAL MEMBERS

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
A warm welcome to the following new members:
Canvas & Cream

Hunters

Barbara Scialo

Ann Cutting

Mike Jones

William Town

Leonardo Francolini

Simon Long

Katie Tubby

Sophie Hicks

Fi Redpath

Mario Vieira

Sheena Hodge

Bob Rihal

Andrea Ware

Mrs J R Holland

Komron & Ariana Sayyah

Susie Watchorn

Members are reminded that subscriptions
for 2012 are now due. As notified
previously, the charge for receiving the
newsletter by post is £2 per annum in
addition to the prevailing subscription rate.
Postal members who have not already
paid the increased amount for 2012 are
asked to send me payment for the balance
and, where appropriate, adjust their
standing orders for subsequent years.

Roger Feather, Treasurer Tel: 020 8778 4318 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com

www.sydenhamsociety.com
Covering all aspects of local community matters

Member of the London Forum

Member of Civic Voice

