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Chaos planned at London Bridge
Network Rail has warned of years of daily disruption for commuters as they set out the timetable for the £700m
rebuilding of London Bridge station.
Work on London Bridge will be the biggest station redevelopment in the capital in a generation and will run from
May next year until 2018. The five-year project will create a new concourse the size of the pitch at Wembley;
three more through platforms will boost passenger capacity from 50million to 75million per year. Rail bosses aim
to keep the station open throughout by staggering the platform closures.
Southern rail services from Brighton will be the first line affected as their three dedicated platforms are shut for a
year for lengthening work and over that period they will be forced to share station capacity with other services.
Other details of how the works will affect passengers are:
• December 2014: Thameslink services to and from
central London are diverted away from London
Bridge via Herne Hill until 2018 but plans are being
discussed to maintain an off-peak service to the
station from Brighton.
• 2015: Charing Cross services are unable to call at
London Bridge due to the start of redevelopment
work on platforms 4, 5 & 6. All terminating
platforms (9-15) are complete.
• 2016: Platforms 4,5,6,7 & 8 are complete at
London Bridge and Charing Cross services are
able to resume calling at the station. Cannon Street
services are unable to call at London Bridge due to
the start of redevelopment work on platforms 1,2 &
3.The new street level concourse opens at London
Bridge providing direct access to St Thomas’ Street.
• End 2017: Platforms 1, 2 & 3 are complete at
London Bridge. Bringing these into use enables
Cannon Street services to resume calling at the
station shortly afterwards.
• 2018: Completion of work to track, signalling and
major bridges around London Bridge station.

The work will also include new entrances at Tooley Street
and St Thomas Street. As part of the redevelopment
Network Rail has also announced Balfour Beatty will carry
out the £50m track remodelling work at the station.
The work involves design, installation and testing of the track.
Although the new concourse will be underneath
the tracks and platforms, it will benefit from natural light
and will also be designed with capacity for around twothirds more passengers than use the station today.
The reconfigured track layout will see an increase in
through platforms from six to nine and a reduction in
terminating platforms from nine to six.
Work is already under way to improve London Bridge
with the Shard and The Place developments funding a new
bus station and upper concourse for the railway station to
be completed next year.
Robin Gisby, Managing Director of Network
Operations at Network Rail, said: “This will be the
most ambitious redevelopment of any London station in
a generation and one of the most technically demanding
projects ever undertaken on our railway. Its success will be
defined by the passengers who use the station. The benefits
will be massive, but we need their help and support to make
it happen.”
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ARTICLES PLEASE!
If there is something you would like the society to tell
everybody, or a local issue you feel strongly about, please send
your article, maximum 300 words, to the editor.
Sydenham Society News is read by many local residents,
old and new, so please spell out all acronyms and explain
anything that a newcomer might not understand.
All articles are subject to editing by the Editorial team.
Email your article to the editorial team at:
news@sydenhamsociety.com or send hard copy to
97 Longton Grove SE26 6QQ.
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OTHER CONTACTS
Community Police Teams

Disclaimer

Community Police contact non-emergency numbers for
Lewisham have all changed to 0300 123 1212

The views expressed in articles are those of named contributors and
should not be regarded as statements of policy of the Sydenham Society.

In an emergency dial 999
For non-urgent police matters dial 101

E-NEWSLETTER
Want to be kept informed about news and events in SE26?
If you haven’t already signed up for the Sydenham
Society e-newsletter, you can do so by visiting
www.sydenhamsociety.com and forwarding us your email
address. You’ll then be sent our regular e-newsletter
packed with local news and information about what’s
going on in Sydenham and the surrounding area.

For environmental noise nuisance call:
Lewisham Council 020 8314 6000
Bromley Council 020 8464 3333
Southwark Council 020 7525 5000

The deadline for articles for the next newsletter will be Friday 1 February
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Lewisham Hospital Threatened
South London Healthcare Trust (SLHT) was formed in 2009 by the merger of 3 hospital trusts: Queen Mary Sidcup (QMS),
Queen Elizabeth Hospital (QEH) at Woolwich, and Bromley Hospitals NHS Trust, whose biggest hospital is the Princess
Royal University Hospital (PRUH) at Farnborough. The main reason for the merger was the year on year deficits they were
accumulating, which by 2009 had added up to a debt of £149 million. The merger has not solved the problems, and SLHT
continues to operate with a loss of over £1m per week and is predicted to have a further debt of £207 million by the end of
this financial year – a total cumulative debt of £356m. This is on an annual income of about £440m.
In July, the Secretary of State for Health appointed Matthew
Kershaw as the first ever Trust Special Administrator (TSA).
The SLHT Trust Board was dissolved, and the TSA is running the
Trust, and developing proposals for the future. His draft proposals
were published on 29 October, and we have until midnight on
13th December (30 working days) to comment on them.
The full report is 84 pages long, and lists many failings
within the SLHT including that it is in the bottom 10% for
Accident &Emergency (A&E) wait times, recent non-compliance
with Care Quality Commission standards (now improving)
and with high expenditure on temporary staff. The TSA says
there is evidence of poor leadership, poor record-keeping, and
poor financial governance. The Private Finance Initiative (PFI)
contracts cost £70m each year.
The proposals are presented under 6 headings, and include
recommendations that the debt be written off, and some extra
money be given to QEH and PRUH to cover some of the
excess costs of the PFI. I think this is to be welcomed.
The concern for those of us in Lewisham is the proposal
that Lewisham Healthcare NHS Trust Trust join with QEH,
with Lewisham A&E downgraded to an urgent care centre.
A&E itself is not particularly expensive, but patients who are
admitted to hospital need emergency surgery, ITU, X-rays and
scans... Even if you have elective in-patients, services quickly
become non-viable, and raise the question of whether it is safe
to deliver babies at Lewisham, and so the TSA suggests closing
the delivery ward. Reduced services at Lewisham would mean
that some of the land there could be sold off.

Lewisham is a very well run hospital, which had a small deficit
a few years ago, but has worked to turn this into a surplus. In the
last year it has opened a brand new A&E, without using PFI. It
works well with local GP commissioners and the council, and new
collaborative pathways have been developed (e.g. musculoskeletal,
memory service). All this is threatened: Lewisham commissioners
will not be able to plan services for Lewisham. There is also a real
risk that instead of Lewisham pulling up the financial performance of
QEH, the reverse could happen.
The report does not contain enough information to convince
me that the financial modelling is correct. Is the TSA assuming
that the 70 people admitted each day to Lewisham Hospital will
instead go to QEH? The report claims it will only take residents
of Lewisham an extra 14 minutes to reach QEH A&E by public
transport. I think it will take longer. I do not think that most
people would go there anyway: as a GP I have spent the last 6
years asking patients which hospital I should refer them to. Only
one person chose QEH! I personally would go to King's. There
are questions about the capacity of King's or QEH to cope with
extra A&E attendances, and indeed with taking on the 4,500
babies that are currently delivered at Lewisham. The report says
nothing about this, but I have heard many stories about how
these services are already struggling to cope.
To comment on the proposals, you can get a form to fill in
by ringing freephone 0800 953 0110, or go to www.tsa.nhs.uk.
There you can read a summary of the proposals, and comment
on the online response form.
Penelope Jarrett, GP

Bromley Speakers Club

STOP PRESS: The Sydenham Society, working
with the Sydenham Assembly, has arranged an extra public
consultation meeting starting at 7.30pm on Thursday 6
December at Sydenham School, Dartmouth Road.
Dr Jane Fryer, Medical Director of NHS South East London
will be presenting the draft recommendations, including the
closure of Lewisham’s A&E and maternity services.
You have until midnight on 13 December 2012 to let
the Trust Special Administrator know what you think about
the draft recommendation. If you have not already signed
the petition set up by Heidi Alexander, MP for Lewisham
East, protesting about the proposed changes to services at
Lewisham Hospital please go to the online link at:
http://www.heidialexander.org.uk/?p=2413
Please note there will be no parking available at Sydenham
School for anyone attending this meeting.

Calling on all would-be speakers
Cure your fear of public speaking, or improve on the
public speaking skills which you already have, at the
Bromley Speakers Club.
We are a friendly and supportive group which meets on
the first and third Thursday of each month at the Ripley Arts
Centre, 24 Sundridge Avenue, Bromley BR12PX. Meetings
start promptly at 7.30pm. Come along FREE as a guest for
one or two meetings before deciding whether to join.
For more information, contact Neil Pettigrew,
President, Bromley Speakers Club on 020 8659 9176 or
email president@bromleyspeakers.co.uk.
Or visit our website www.bromleyspeakers.co.uk
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Setting a balanced budget –
more savings on the way

Update on Perry Vale Ward
Assembly

Council officers have set out draft revenue budget saving
proposals of £28.3m for 2013/16, in addition to the
£4.7m of proposals which have been previously agreed by
Lewisham Council. On current planning assumptions this is
some £7m short of the £40m provisional target and will be
reviewed once the Local Government Finance Settlement is
announced in December 2012.
In the past two years the Council’s spending has reduced
by some £47m. The scale of spending cuts Lewisham is having
to make means that, in some service areas, we will have to
completely re-shape delivery, but central to any change is our
commitment to protecting vulnerable children and adults.
Other public service partners are also having to cut revenue
spending. The Metropolitan Police have to take a total of £514m
out of their Net Revenue Budget by April 2016. Part of the
plan is to move 2,000 police officers into Safer Neighbourhood
Teams to increase visibility and impact on the street. This includes
converting 891 PCSO posts into 591 police constable posts so
that SNTs can focus on crime fighting in the community.
Our local concern is that Sydenham Police Station is on the
closure list and that the SNTs base will be in Bromley Road.

The latest Perry Vale Assembly was held on Saturday 27
October 2012 where organisations bidding for funding
from the available £15,000 Assembly pot displayed their
proposed projects via the popular marketplace format.
Despite the cold weather, 95 community minded
residents flowed through the doors to enjoy the lovely cakes
and soft drinks supplied by the Rockbourne Youth Club, and
to place their votes for the 13 projects presented at stalls
within the main hall.
Whilst the vote counting for the funding allocations was
carried out, the formal Assembly meeting took place in the gym
and we enjoyed a film presentation from Rockbourne Youth
Club’s Stuart Devine on how they spent their last Assembly
funding, together with an update of their work. The Perry Vale
Safer Neighbourhood Team raised our awareness of their three
priorities of burglary, robbery and drug activity and warned us
to be safe during the dark evenings. They also provided advice
on how to make our homes and property secure. Despite
residents’ concerns, Perry Vale is a safe ward in which to live,
but crime is expected to rise during this time of the year.

The successful funding bids were as follows
The littlegreenscreen-pop-up cinema..................... £1,052
Kilmorie Growing Vegetable
and Physic Style Garden......................................... £1,200
Grow Mayow Sow and Grow................................ £1,950
Community Storytelling,
The Forest with the Big Hill.................................... £1,500
Rockbourne Youth Project . ...................................... £950
Friends of Dacres Wood
Nature Reserve Pond Restoration.......................... £2,000
Young Lewisham Project Edible Gardens................ £1,800
Perry Vale SNT Crime Prevention and
Awareness Days ................................................... £2,019
Sydenham Arts Festival 2013.................................. £2,000
Sydenham and FH Youth Forum
Enterprising Youth..................................................... £520

Working with our traders to bring more
footfall to the high street
Once again Hallowe’en was a fun, safe community event in
the high street. Over 30 traders participated and more than
200 children, together with their parents, enjoyed the goodies
on offer. Over 100 children entered the best scary costume
competition.

Please join us for our Christmas festivities on Friday 7
December. Santa and Cinderella will be helping light up the
Christmas tree, followed by late night shopping until 9pm.
Look out for the SEE3 Christmas calendar highlighting the many
attractions that will be on offer in Sydenham.
The next Sydenham Assembly will be held on Tuesday
5 March 2013.

All the bids were for exciting proposals, and it was most
welcome to have many new ward-based bids, especially
the Dacres Wood Nature Reserve project involving pond
restoration to improve the biodiversity quality of the site.
I plan to hold a future Assembly meeting at the reserve in
spring 2013 when the weather is more congenial for an
outdoor tour with the Friends’ Group.
The next Perry Vale Assembly will be held on Tuesday
15 January; the time and venue have yet to be confirmed.

Chris Best, Councillor for Sydenham Ward and
Chair of the Sydenham Assembly
Tel: 020 8659 6445. Cllr_Chris.Best@lewisham.gov.uk

Cllr Susan Wise, Councillor for Perry Vale Ward and
Cabinet Member for Customer Services. Tel/Fax: 020
8699 6520. Cllr_Susan.Wise@lewisham.gov.uk
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New Openings
Two important and much loved community buildings were re-opened in September.
Forest Hill Pools

Kelvin Grove School/Kirkdale Learning Centre

On 22 September (as part of Open House Weekend) the
Mayor, Sir Steve Bullock, cut the ribbon in front of a large and
enthusiastic crowd and officially declared the new Pools well
and truly open. There followed a day of celebrations, with
taster sessions and demonstrations taking place throughout the
day in the Pools, the Gym and the Fitness Studios, as well as
architectural tours and talks in the new Community Room.
The new pools and the landscaped linear park contribute a
welcome major improvement to the streetscape of Dartmouth
Road and complement the recently refurbished Forest Hill
Library. It is now known that the future use of Louise House is
currently under serious consideration.

Less than one week later on 27 September the Mayor was
back in Sydenham to declare the refurbished Grade ll Kirkdale
Learning Centre open, this time as an extension to Kelvin
Grove School.
Opened in 1859, this building has had many uses but has
always been community and educationally based. It has been a
Public Lecture Hall, a Working Man’s Institution, an Art School,
Evening Institute, Sydenham’s first public Library and has
served as a site for variety of schools throughout its life. It was
therefore logical that the adjacent Kelvin Grove School, in need
of additional classroom space, put in a bid for the building when
it became surplus to Adult Education requirements.

Forest Hill Pools six weeks on…
Early statistics show that since the pools opened on 22
September there have been 7560 swims at the pools, and
2514 of them have been free swims (library card holders
under16 or over 60). There have been 2570 gym visits and
307 gym inductions. In addition 9 schools have signed up
and have had 15 swim sessions.
A new swimming lesson co-ordinator has started and is
working her way through the very high demand for places.
There have been early teething troubles and Fusion is working its
way to solving a number of concerns which have been raised:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Looking at opening earlier some mornings (6am instead
of 7am)
Establishing a customer forum
Promoting a 'be active' programme
Promoting the free swimming initiative to key age groups
Looking to improve sessions and the ticketing system

Fusion is aware of the need to communicate what is going
on more clearly with more signage, better signalling and
clearer information. Following critical comments a clean shoe
policy has been introduced in the changing rooms. Demand
for Swim School places is still very strong and places will be
increased as more teachers and sessions become available.
Fusion will continue to trial different swim session times
at the weekend to see which session timings are working
best, before making changes to the timetable.
In summary, things are going very well with some, not
unexpected, teething problems. The pools are very well
used already by the local community and Fusion is doing
what it can to try to meet demand. It is open to feedback
and would appreciate it if concerns or issues can be brought
to its attention so that they can be dealt with.

Swim lane speed signs are now in use
Anti-wave lane ropes are now in use
Shower pressure/spray has been looked at and is being
monitored
Possible installation of a costume dryer
Clarification of who can swim and when i.e. lane swimming
isn't adult only; it is for competent swimmers of any age
Additional instructors are being sought for more Yoga
and Pilates classes
Queue management improvements at the booking-in desk

In the next few months Fusion will be:
• Reviewing the programme

Hilary Satchwell
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SEE Christmas in Sydenham with the SEE3 Portas Pilot
With the team now appointed to deliver the projects outlined in the bid, there are big plans afoot for the SEE3 Portas
Pilot. With a community hub due to open in Sydenham at the end of November, pop up shops and a Christmas market
planned for December, the SEE3 team are starting to make their mark!
shops due to open on Saturday, 1 December: in Sydenham
at Unit 4, Station Approach; in Kirkdale at 161 Kirkdale; and
in Forest Hill at 49 London Road. The shops will be run by an
eclectic mix of organisations until 24 December.
Deborah Efemini was also appointed in October to
launch the “SEE3 Markets initiative”. Deborah, who runs the
Catford Broadway Monthly Market, is planning three markets
in December:
1. Saturday, 1 December 10am-5pm – Kirkdale Vintage &
Retro Market at Kelvin Grove Primary School
2. Saturday, 15 December 10am-5pm – Forest Hill Festive
Fair at Forest Hill Pools Piazza

At the end of November “Jill”, a community hub, is due to
open at 27 Sydenham Road, shortly followed by “Jack” in
Forest Hill. Jack & Jill will be used to engage the community
through exhibitions, the display and sale of local products,
and business workshops. A Hubs Coordinator and Artist in
Residence has been appointed to manage activities within
the hubs. The team is still looking for volunteers to help run
the hubs, and for artisans and entrepreneurs to sell their
goods. You can contact the team to find out more at
info@see3.co.uk.
A team led by local marketer Louise Brooks was appointed
in October to deliver “The Shop Revolution” initiative, a project
which organises temporary shops (pop up shops) in empty units
to stimulate long-term demand. The team have secured three

3. Sunday, 16 December 10am-4pm – Sydenham Food Fair
in Station Approach
Lastly, the Town Team Manager will have been appointed
by the time this newsletter goes to print. The Town Team
Manager is primarily responsible for developing the Town Team
and overseeing the SEE3 projects.
The Portas Pilot has the wide support of volunteers and
businesses including Wooster and Stock who provided the team
with a temporary base at their old offices, 109 Kirkdale, while the
Sydenham Hub was in development, and Amphlett, Lissimore
who provided legal assistance.
Visit www.see3.co.uk for more information.

Festive Street Market
Station Approach, Saturday 16 December
The Sydenham Festive Food Market will be popping up
at Sydenham Station Approach, Sydenham Station on
Sunday 16 December.
From10am-4pm the festive market will allow customers
to sample top-class street food, pick up festive treats from
local producers and enjoy live music.
This market will give savvy South Londoners an
opportunity to connect with the prolific London street food
scene and give local makers, food producers and small
independent businesses the opportunity to present their
wares. If successful the pop up market could become a
permanent fixture from Spring 2013.
Space at the market is limited and the following stalls are in
demand: local bakers, local breweries, and street food vendors.
For more information please email markets@see3.co.uk.
More information can be found at www.see3.co.uk
Deborah Efemeni, Market maker, Portas Pilot project
6

Sydenham Society News • Winter 2012

Sydenham Community Library update
Sydenham Community Library continues to flourish, with help from its Friends, volunteers and supporters, providing most services
delivered by Lewisham run libraries, plus a range of outreach services and entertainments. Thanks to the Co-operative, Sydenham
Road, we can supply newspapers on the four days we are open.
and to continue and expand its work as a social enterprise.
Sydenham and Bellingham Assemblies contributed to
funding for banners and noticeboards to make the library
more visible and to give information about our services.
These will be installed soon, and are designed by Lee
Newham of “designedbygoodpeople.com”.
Bellingham Assembly also gave funding for sensory play
equipment. The railings, steps and flowerbeds have been
improved on a Friends of Sydenham Library workday.
There are proposals to integrate the re-landscaping of the
front of Home Park with Phase Two of the Sydenham Road
refurbishment to make the library more prominent and visible, and
to make access more welcoming. The proposal, which is at a preplanning stage, has been put forward by Friends of Home Park,
and is supported by Bellingham and Sydenham Councillors, Friends
of Sydenham Community Library, and the Sydenham Society.
New books continue to arrive, and the computer network,
free for library members, is very well used. About 50 new
members enrol each month. Our manager, Nesrin Taylor, is
now on maternity leave, although she will stay in touch, and
you will be seeing a lot more of Christine and Dee.
For further details please contact the library on 020 8778
1753. The library is open 9:30-5 on Saturday and Monday, and
9.30 -7 on Tuesday and Thursday.

Activities now include:
Mondays – free English classes 10:30 – 3:30pm, with Sue
and Mary
Tuesdays – babies' nursery rhymes 10.15 – 10:45am with
Mona, and Seniors' Sit Down Exercises 11am – 12pm
Thursdays – Stages UK “move to the music” for babies
and toddlers 10.15 – 11am
Saturday – knitting and crochet 11 –12:30 with Dee and Mary.
The summer Olympic themed event was also very successful,
our thanks to Tracy and Barry for organising games. On 27
October “Super Heroes and Villains” brought numerous
heroes, villains, witches, fairies and Batman to the fancy
dress competition. We also had stalls and other activities.
Certificates were also presented to some of the 31 children
who completed the “Summer Reading Challenge”. Music and
entertainment was supplied by “Jimmy's Music”
Our next event runs over two Saturdays, 8 and 15
December, and will include visits from Santa. Please contact the
library if you can offer tombola prizes, or help on the day(s), or
would like a stall. All of these events raise funds for the library.
Eco Computers has now linked up with London Re-use
Limited so, as well as recycling computers, electronic equipment
and books Eco will soon be able to offer more re-cycling facilities.
Eco are also obtaining funding to offer re-training in IT teaching,
IT maintenance, and a “Barista academy”. All of this helps Eco to
support the Sydenham Library together with three other libraries,

Ilse Towler, Secretary,
Friends of Sydenham Community Library

The Greyhound
Having breached the previous planning permission by proposing
to include two flats in the roof space of the Greyhound,
Purelake has had to provide Lewisham planners with a new
application with details of the extended basement, proposed
conservatory, which includes a purpose-built waste store,
together with proposals for the re-use of the Drinking Corridor
tiles, a special feature of the original Greyhound Hotel and their
re-use forming an important condition of the previous permission.
The latest application was submitted to Lewisham in September.
Much of the new application is acceptable but the newly
proposed idea of using just four panels of tiles in the entrance of
the pub is not acceptable to planners, and the siting of the barrel
hatch in the narrower pedestrian corridor to the rear of the pub is
likely to impede residents and pedestrians using this passageway.
Purelake have been asked to redesign both of these features.
As is obvious to passers-by, the lowered first floor
ceiling, highly visible through the windows, impacts badly
on the east elevation, and planners have raised this with
Purelake. It is understood that a number of revisions to the
latest application will be submitted shortly.
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Crystal Palace Park – From the English Heritage “Heritage at Risk” register 2012
“Crystal Palace Park Pleasure grounds designed by Sir Joseph Paxton as a setting for the Crystal Palace (re-erected
here 1852-4 and burnt down in 1936) Park is in deteriorating condition and the Grade II listed terraces, pedestrian
subway and railings are also at risk. English Heritage supported a master plan for repair and regeneration of the park and
discussions will be held throughout 2012 with the Heritage Lottery Fund to test the feasibility of an application through
the Parks for People programme.”
English Heritage describes the condition of the park, which contains six listed buildings/structures, as “generally
unsatisfactory with major localised problems and the trend is declining.”

Crystal Palace Park Conference
Easter and the end of August, starting in 2015. The idea is to
celebrate local heritage, horticulture, culture, media, sport, play arts
and events, food and healthy living, landscape and facilities specific
to each park, with a strong link to community involvement.
His criteria for parks taking part in this Festival would be those
on the “Heritage at Risk” register, which were 50ha or larger,
owned by a single landowner, with community support, a Master
plan in place, good transport links, high visitor numbers and with a
potential to be a “legacy park”. He indicated there was enthusiasm
for this within the GLA and large sums of money could be available
(£45m per annum was mentioned) to help make this happen.
English Heritage and Councils throughout London were interested
and ideas for parks to take part in festivals had been put forward,
including Crystal Palace Park, which appeared to be the only park
which immediately ticked all the criteria boxes. He said this was
the first public presentation made to any parks conference and his
ideas were greeted with general enthusiasm.
Time will tell whether anything comes of this Festival of
London Parks idea. Bromley and the local community were
certainly “up for it” when floated. The need has been identified
and the enthusiasm is there locally to make this happen, the
only question is – will the £45m pa be forthcoming?

The second Crystal Palace Park conference held on 26
October brought together representatives of the local
amenity societies surrounding the park, Friends’ groups,
Bromley councillors and Officers, representatives from the
Greater London Authority (GLA), English Heritage, and
others with experience of regenerating important large parks
such as Battersea Park and Chiswick House and Gardens.
All attending were aware of the deteriorating condition of
Crystal Palace Park and keen to see improvements.
There was news of £2m for capital funding from the GLA, which
could be used as match-funding towards a Bromley bid to the
Heritage Lottery Fund for the regeneration of the park during 2013.
Various estimated costings for capital improvements were listed:
Stabilisation work in order to revive the Subway........£340,000
Improve the entrances to the Park at
Sydenham Hill and Upper Norwood......................£1,000,000
Rationalise parking (Remove cars from the
centre of the park).................................................£1,520,000
Improve grounds surrounding National Sports
Centre (remove fences etc, improve access to
the NSC from the station)......................................£1,010,000
Central Axis (remove cars from this area)..................£780,000
Archaeological revealing of the Upper Terraces..........£490,000
Repairs to Concert Platform........................................£99,000
Replace cafe at Penge Gate with
Visitor Centre and café...........................................£2,110,000
Improve Penge Gate and parking...............................£150,000
Restore Paxton Fountain basin...................................£150,000

Appeal against the park Masterplan
planning permission
On 31 October the “Oral” Leave to Appeal on three
grounds against the Secretary of State’s decision to grant
permission for the Crystal Palace Park Masterplan was
heard in the High Court by Lord Justice Lewison. Although
Leave to Appeal was refused with regard to the Section 106
agreement to ring-fence the money from the housing for park
use, two Leaves to Appeal were granted:
1) u nlawful to conclude that outline planning permission
could be granted for landscaping, engineering operations
and change of use and
2) failure to comply with the Habitats directive 92/43/EEC and
the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010.
Therefore two of the three grounds for Appeal still stand,
and may not be heard until early next summer. It is also not
immediately clear how this decision will impact on major
funding applications. Another delay is inevitable but it does not
preclude the Masterplan being used as a guide for regeneration
since it currently still stands until the appeal is heard.

Total of capital improvements could therefore be in the
region of between £7.5m and £8m.
From the floor came a request for capital improvement to
largely non-existent toilet facilities and for security as a matter
of urgency. Whilst capital expenditure is important revenue
income is more important in the interest of sustainability and
examples of how to obtain such income were indicated by the
representatives involved with the regeneration of Battersea Park
and Chiswick House and Gardens together with examples of
different forms of governance for the day to day maintenance of
large public open spaces.
A presentation by Tony Leach, Director of London Parks and
Green Spaces Forum, provided an optimistic conclusion to the
Conference. He talked about an idea of a rolling celebration of a
4-year Festival of London Parks taking place each year between
8

Sydenham Society News • Winter 2012

Crystal Palace Subway Access Event
A unique glimpse of a subterranean gem
Sunday 23 Sept 2012 – The byzantine vaulted structure of the Crystal Palace Subway was opened for a unique event. It was
an opportunity for 130 local residents to enjoy the crypt-like underpass that formerly connected the original Crystal Palace
building and the Crystal Palace High Level Station.

Photos: James Balston, Crystal Palace resident, http://jamesbalston.squarespace.com

The purpose of the event was to allow a small group of
residents into the subway to photograph it. The photos will
be exhibited in cafes and other public locations in and around
the Crystal Palace area to promote awareness of the Subway,
to galvanise community support for reopening it to the public
and to inspire local residents to put forward ways in which they
would like to see the subway used in future.
Everyone said how amazed they were by the subway
space, that they were impressed by the relatively good
condition of the
brickwork and how
pleased they were at
being able to see it all.
They were all hopeful
that the subway would
soon be reopened
permanently.
The event was
organised by the
Friends of CP Subway
and was led by local
residents Jules Hussey
and Ray Sacks who
generously volunteered
their time and worked
tirelessly ensuring
a successful and
enjoyable event.

Opened by Queen Victoria in 1854 the Crystal Palace burned
down in 1936. The High Level Station began service in 1865
and was demolished in 1961 after the station was closed in
1954. The subway protected visitors from the elements as they
crossed under Crystal Palace Parade. Since then the public has
been allowed into the subway for Open and Victorian Days,
organised by the Crystal Palace Foundation and the Norwood
Society, but these visits ended due to Health and Safety factors
and the subway was finally closed to the public in 1995.
A local group of residents, the Friends of the Crystal Palace
Subway, has been working with Bromley Council and other
local stakeholders over the past two years to make the subway
safe and reopen it to the public. Bromley, joint landowners with
Southwark Council, permitted restricted access to the subway
on 23 September (Open House Weekend) after they were
satisfied that appropriate safety precautions were in place for
such a one-off event, including the requirement that visitors
must register in advance so that small, supervised groups could
be allowed into the subway in 30-minute timeslots after they
received safety briefings and protective hardhats.
All attending were told in advance that they would need to
sign a waiver form confirming that they understood the risks of
entering the site. All were happy to do so and there were no
incidents. The site was wet, with heavy rain showers persisting
throughout the afternoon. Three people turned up carrying
previous injuries (a broken arm in a steel frame, a broken ankle
and a broken leg!). All were accompanied by first-aiders in case
of problems, fortunately, none happened!
9
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Celebrating 30 years of nature conservation
at Sydenham Hill Wood
Species like wood anemone, wild strawberry, English
bluebell and wood sorrel have managed to cling on despite
the upheaval, with wood anemone a notoriously slow grower,
taking 100 years to spread 2 metres across the ground. It is also
home to the purple hairstreak butterfly, a resident of the sessile
oak tree canopy that makes up large chunks of the woodland.
This butterfly is not uncommon but is often overlooked, only
coming down to ground level to drink the honeydew on
bramble or when in its pupal stage. It is thought to have been in
the area as long as there have been oak woodlands, and that’s
a very long time indeed.

On Sunday 9 September 2012, London Wildlife Trust
celebrated 30 years of managing Sydenham Hill Wood as a
nature reserve.
Sydenham Hill Wood, along with the adjoining Dulwich
Wood, is one of the last remaining remnants of the Great
North Wood, which was a vast working woodland that
stretched from Deptford to Penge and is believed to have
originated from the wildwood which colonised after the last ice
age some 10,000 years ago.
Today, Sydenham Hill Wood is cared for by a Project
Officer funded by Southwark Council with a band of volunteers
conducting regular weekly workdays to keep the site in good
condition, picking litter, maintaining paths, building dead hedges
and path edging to protect the young plants and trees from
trampling and soil erosion.
Due to government cuts to public sector funding there is
some uncertainty about the long term future of the wood’s
management. The aim of London Wildlife Trust’s work at
Sydenham Hill Wood is to maintain the amazing diversity
of plant and animal life which indicate an ancient and largely
undisturbed environment. The character of Sydenham Hill
Wood is all the more enchanting for its cultural history, and
how many of the species have been able to survive the
damage done to the landscape through the development of
large Victorian villas on the hill and the construction of the now
defunct Crystal Palace High Level railway in the Victorian era.

Daniel Greenwood,
Conservation Project
Officer, Sydenham Hill Wood,
London Wildlife Trust

News from Friends of Mayow Park
The next FOMP meeting will be on Tuesday 22nd January
2013 at Dacres Wood Nature Reserve, from 7pm to 8.30pm.
If you would like to join us or have any queries, please
contact us on friendsofmayowpark@ymail.com or telephone
020 8244 4259.

After much speculation about the fate of the Pavilion
we were delighted to hear that Lewisham Council, in
partnership with Glendale, had secured funding from
Sport England to renovate the pavilion and provide sports
changing rooms upstairs. Plans include public toilets and a
cafe, which park users are looking forward to. Works are
due to start before Christmas.
Our home cricket team, Streatham & Marlborough, and
other teams played regularly at weekends during the summer
months. We have asked Glendale to provide and display a
fixtures list next year.
Volunteer work sessions were held at the orchard and
the Triangle; of note were Nature's Gym visit in August and
volunteers working alongside Glendale staff in October, when
undergrowth near the new drinking water fountain was cleared
to reveal a rockery which will be improved over time. Both
sessions were on weekdays but weekend sessions are planned
over the coming months to enable more volunteers to take part.
At the end of August there was family entertainment by
Greenwich and Lewisham Young People's Theatre (GLYPT)
entitled 'A beach near you'. Unfortunately persistent, heavy rain
during their performance stopped the show!

Alona Sheridan, Chair, Friends of Home Park

10

Sydenham Society News • Winter 2012

Syd Soc Member Profile

Angela Hall
Angela sits on the Roads and Transport Committee of the
Sydenham Society and on the Executive Committee as
Community Representative.
Angela, her barrister husband Michael and their three
children moved to Sydenham sixteen years ago and realised
from the start that local people were very community-spirited.
She became involved with the Thorpes Residents’ Association
campaign to have the roads on the Thorpes Estate resurfaced,
joined the Sydenham Society soon afterwards and has
continued to play a vital role in community liaison from that
time on.
Angela sits on a number of committees, in addition to her
role with the Sydenham Society. She is a panel member for
the Ward Panel Chairs and Vice Chairs Forum, a committee
member of the Lewisham Community Police Consultative
Group, a group member of the Sydenham Town Centre
Steering Group, where she provides updates from the
Sydenham Safer Neighbourhood Team; a member of the
fundraising committee for the Sydenham Mosaic Project (to
be realised in Spring 2013) and Chair of the Sydenham Safer
Neighbourhood Ward Panel. The Panel meets quarterly to
raise issues of concern in the neighbourhood such as breakins, vandalism and anti-social behaviour; the SNT Sergeant
provides feedback on concerns previously raised and how they
were dealt with. The Ward Panel then sets the SNT’s priorities
for the next three months. Angela is also a member of the
Sydenham Assembly Coordinators Group.
She is also a mentor for young people, a job she took on
after invigilating in a school. She says that the most important
quality for a mentor is patience. Once you have created a
positive counselling relationship with the young person, you can
see them grow in confidence and change their attitude towards
school. She has seen results, in particular with one young girl
who was always late for school. After some mentoring the
girl was encouraged to aspire more in her studies and, after
becoming more punctual at school, she went on to Sixth Form
College and is now in her first year of a law degree. Angela

BBC TV Centre visit

thinks mentoring should start much earlier as she believes
intervention at an early stage can change lives.
Angela herself had a career in training and development,
and worked for many years for a large corporation. She gave
up her career to raise her family who are now young adults. As
a teenager she played netball for the England Under-21 Squad
and is pleased that her daughter also plays netball. In her spare
time she has fully renovated three houses!
Angela enjoys spreading the word about Sydenham, which
she describes as “a hidden gem”. After sixteen years she still
believes Sydenham has friendly people, a good community and
lots of green spaces. She wants to show people what is good
about Sydenham, and for this and all her community work
Angela is a good ambassador for the Society.
Sue Grindlay
This is the fifteenth in a series of articles on members of the
Sydenham Society. If you would like to be featured in this series,
or know someone whose views would be of interest to other
members, please contact Sue Grindlay on 020 8699 6398 or
email her – sue.grindlay@gmail.com
[Ed: If you are interested in becoming a mentor contact www.
chanceuk.com which was set up to improve the lives of primary
school children at risk of developing anti-social or criminal
behaviour in the future].

Friday 25 January 2013 – 10.15am
footsteps of your TV favourites and see behind the scenes
how TV really works. Keep your eyes peeled as you don’t
know who you may bump into along the way! The tour lasts
about an hour and a half and involves a fair bit of walking.
Lunch in the BBC Club, 2-courses and coffee (£8),
after the tour.
Cost £19, £18 (concs) to include lunch payable at the
time of booking. Numbers are limited so reserve your place
by emailing Jacquelinealdridge@gmail.com

Meeting at Sydenham Station at 8.40am. Closing its doors
on 22 February 2013 this will be the last opportunity to visit
the BBC Television Centre. Delve into the fascinating world
of broadcasting, have an exclusive look at the Newsroom,
see famous studios, take part in making your own bit of TV
in the interactive studios.
See memorabilia from programmes such as EastEnders
and Doctor Who. Venture into dressing-rooms and the
Green Rooms that have hosted famous guests. Walk in the
11
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50 years ago –1962/1963
That was the winter that was – a reminiscence
what we and our parents put up with. There was no central
heating. Frozen coal was dug out of the coal bunker early in
the morning, and lugged indoors to heat the front room (the
best room, with a back boiler for the water). We all curled up
there in the evening and the highlight was when a piece of coal
fell out and scorched the carpet. We didn't have a TV, so we all
listened to the radio.
When you went to bed the cotton sheets were frozen (or
at least that was how it felt in an unheated bedroom). When
you got up from those now warm sheets you knew that you
were getting up to an atmosphere of cold, with windows
frozen on the inside. If it had snowed during the night snow
was on the internal window seal (no double glazing in those
days), and it was probably on your bed covers, too!
With luck, if it was a work day Dad had lit the fire in the
front room. If it was the weekend then you knew that you
had the pleasure of digging your way out to the coal hole
before bringing the coal back indoors so that Dad could light
the fire. Talking about the coal hole it reminds me that next
to the coal was the legendary outside toilet, this never did
defrost all that winter…

Being a young lad in the winter of 62/63 it was the cold that
was the remarkable thing. The snowstorm early on Boxing
Day dumped loads of snow and I would have thought that in
South London 10 inches of snow was certainly possible with
the regular, subsequent snowfalls over the following weeks.
On many occasions I can remember sitting in front of a
roaring fire just wishing the snow would stop and that it was
warm, so I could go to school and not have chapped legs. You
have to be of a certain age to remember these, as in those days
you wore your brother’s hand-me-down short trousers to
school until, aged 11, you went on to secondary school.
School was interesting as it was a place of warmth and hot
meals, free school milk (with no tops, as the milk had frozen in
the playground where it had been left earlier by the milkman,
and the milk had expanded in the bottles). It was placed by
a radiator in the classroom ready to be drunk at first break.
In the playground there were epic snowball fights and a slide
that went diagonally across the playground. Oh! the fun we
had – no Health and Safety then! Funny, school never closed,
not even when the boiler broke down. I think the value of hot,
stodgy food was realised in those days.
The snow was piled high from Boxing Day to sometime in
early March, but the ice was the real bug bear. However, there
was little traffic. I can't remember anybody owning a car in our
road. It was a different era. Early supermarkets were small, and
the local shop was king and sold everything, a bit like Tesco’s
now. Many people lived within walking distance to work so
snow didn't stop people going to work, which was lucky really
because if you couldn't get to work, you weren't paid.
Shops ran out of certain foods; rice was one that I
remember. Vegetables were hard to come by as they were
frozen in the ground – they weren’t flown in from all over the
world. We grew, and ate, our own seasonal produce and the
only way to dig this up was by placing defrosting burners on the
ground. It was so cold that in a few places the sea froze.
I have to laugh looking back at those dark dismal days at

Rob Graham

Sydenham Road no longer “For Sale”
Welcome news from local estate agents Property World
who have announced that they are banning the use of
Estate Agency boards above shops in Sydenham high
street to help improve the look of the high street as
regeneration work gets under way. The ban will cover all
properties above commercial premises and extend from
Cobbs Corner to Bell Green and will also include Kirkdale
as far as Dartmouth Road.
Concern over unsightly estate agency boards has grown
over recent years and is a regular feature on online forums.

The timing of the change fits in with Sydenham’s £3.5m facelift
and with the Portas Pilots high street regeneration schemes.
Brothers Richard and Dan Crowley, directors of Property
World, say that not only are they local business owners, they
are also Sydenham residents and want to show their support
for the refurbishment of the high street and they hope that
other estate agents will follow their lead. They hope that
taking this initiative, together with the regeneration process,
will go some way to making Sydenham a nicer place in which
to live.
12
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When Hollywood Greats Came To Sydenham
Forty years ago in January 1973, the only feature film to be
shot entirely on location in Sydenham 'A Delicate Balance',
was filmed at the elegant early Victorian house 'The Wood'
No.16 Sydenham Hill.
When a film, especially one with major stars, is shot
in a residential area it is kept secret for obvious reasons;
the director, cast and crew want to work in peace without
the press, autograph hunters, sightseers and curious locals
descending on them, and so it was with 'A Delicate Balance'.
So successful was the secrecy and security surrounding
the three weeks filming that, even today, relatively few people
are aware of that this happened.”Katherine Hepburn made a
film in Sydenham?” they say incredulously, but it is true. Not
only Katherine Hepburn, but Lee Remick, Joseph Cotton and
UK stellar thespian, Paul Scofield, too, all starred together in
'A Delicate Balance', a film adaptation of Edward Albee's 1966
Pulitzer Prize-winning play, directed by Tony Richardson.
The film is shot solely inside the fine, Gothic 19th century
interior of 16 Sydenham Hill. There are no exterior scenes,
but at the very end of the film Katherine Hepburn throws open
the large lounge doors and we see the grand back garden and,
beyond that, one of the tower blocks of Hillcrest Estate through
the Winter trees (although it's supposed to be Connecticut!)
The front door is also seen at one point; the lucky horse shoe
on it is still there today!
'The Wood', 16 Sydenham Hill, was built in 1841 and in
the 1850s was the home of Lady Hunloake, mistress of the 6th
Duke of Devonshire. Both were friends of Sir Joseph Paxton,
genius behind the Crystal Palace, who lived just around the
corner in 'Rockhills' at the top of Westwood Hill.
Incredibly, no.16 was actually due for demolition in 1973
(thankfully cancelled). It was common in the UK in the 1960s
and 70s for film companies to buy condemned Victorian houses
for film use.

It would be nice to describe 'A Delicate Balance' as a
classic, but alas it is merely a filmed stage play, completely
static and uncinematic. The acting is wonderful, of course, the
performances exemplary, but two hours of a family arguing,
shouting, baring souls and sharing secrets is probably too much
for most of us, save theatre buffs and drama students. The film
is readily available on DVD, but don’t expect too much. The
house looks nice, but...
A story about the filming is often repeated in Katherine
Hepburn biographies: Katherine Hepburn loved cold baths
and showers, taking them daily. As 'The Wood' was earmarked
for demolition the plumbing had been disconnected and there
was no running water. On the first day of filming the great
actress 'walked down the hill '(presumably Westwood Hill)
and knocked on the door of one of the houses and asked the
lady of the house if she could use their bath. Recognnising
the famous film star, the lady happily agreed to let her use it
everyday for the next three weeks! Has that lady ever revealed
herself, I wonder? Come forward if you're still with us!

On-street selling

“I visited Westwood Hill. The vehicle in question is fully
taxed and is not being offered for sale, but being used by the
owner for advertising purposes only. This is becoming more
and more popular due to the price of scrap metal, and I have
received quite a few complaints regarding this.
However there is nothing in current legislation that I can find
to stop this activity. I have spoken to our legal department who
have advised me to pass this matter onto planning enforcement
to see if there is anything they can do in regards to illegal
advertising. This has been done.
The tax on the vehicle expires on the 30/09/12 and if it remains
there, not taxed, on the 1/10/12 an Abandoned Vehicle notice will
be placed on it. With regards to vehicles being offered for sale in
Westwood Hill we receive regular complaints which we do action.”
Needless to say the very careful owner has re-taxed the
vehicle so it remains in situ until 31 March 2013.

By Michael Viner, 2012, with thanks to Christina Coman and
Iain F. McAsh

Members may have wondered whether the above vehicle
parked permanently in a car-parking space is parked legally?
Enquiries of the Vehicle Enforcement Officer at Lewisham
elicited the following response:
13
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EVENTS

Kirkdale Bookshop

Dates for Your Diary

(Extract from an article which first appeared in 'The
Independent' on Saturday 15 September 2012.)

If you have a suggestion for a Syd Soc event
please call Jackie Aldridge on 020 8778 5455.

Sydenham Society events
Friday 28 December – Post-Christmas stroll. Meet at 11.00am
at the entrance to Low Cross Wood Lane, opposite the Dulwich
Woodhouse, for our annual circular stroll through Sydenham Hill
Woods calling in for a social drink at the Woodhouse afterwards.
The Woods can be very muddy so stout shoes are essential. For
further information contact Alona, 020 8244 4259.
Friday 25 January – visit to BBC TV Centre with Club 26 lunch
at BBC Club afterwards (see p. 11 for details).
Tuesday 5 February – Quiz Nite, 7.45pm at the Golden
Lion, Sydenham Society’s quarterly charity Quiz Nite in aid of
Sydenham Garden. Teams of 4 to 6 people or individuals can
form scratch teams on the night. Contact Jackie (020 8778
5455) or Pat (020 8659 4903) if you would like to take part.
Tuesday 26 February – Club 26 will meet to eat at That’s
Amore, Kirkdale at 7.30pm. Phone 020 8291 2901 to reserve
your place mentioning you are a member of Club 26.

“My father and I opened the bookshop in 1966.
Sydenham wasn’t a place anybody expected a bookshop
to open. A woman put her head around the door and
said, ‘How wonderful, a bookshop! But you won’t make
it here’. Lewisham is the second largest borough in
London but there was no independent bookshop then –
they’ve come and gone – now we’re the only one.
Everything was slower in those days, everyone had
more time; bookselling was a much more gentlemanly
thing. Customers were content to order a book and
wait two or three weeks, now they want it today. It was
a different world; we relied on publishers’ catalogues
and representatives from the publishers; there were no
computers, no faxes, no emails. To give a better service my
father would drive around central London collecting books
directly from the trade counters.
Computers made the biggest difference. Everything
speeded up. I wondered if we could go on.
The shelves I put up in 1966 are still here, but things
have changed. To survive we have become a 'destination'.
We’ve always sold secondhand and antiquarian books, so
people know they might find something different. Now we
also sell cards and a few gifts.
People tell me it’s a nice place to come, we have
lots of events: author signings, theatrical evenings. It is all
connected with books but it involves the community.”
[Ed: Happy birthday, Kirkdale Bookshop, which recently
celebrated its 46th birthday on October 20th 2012. We can
now look forward to many more years of this unique shop as
Geraldine Cox, its proprietor, has recently signed a new 10year lease]

Tuesday 9 April – 40th AGM of the Sydenham Society.

Christmas events in Sydenham
Saturday 1 December 11am-3.30pm
St Christopher's Hospice Christmas Festival
Saturday 1 December 1pm-3pm
St Bartholomew's School Christmas Fair
Friday 7 Dec 6pm-9pm Late night Christmas shopping in
Sydenham (see opposite page for details).
Friday 7 December 6pm-9pm Alhambra Christmas
Shopping Soiree (see opposite page for details).
Saturday 8 and Saturday 15 December 10.30am – 4pm
Sydenham Library (see opposite page for details).

Local Christmas Markets
Saturday 1 December 10am-5pm Kirkdale Vintage & Retro
Market at Kelvin Grove Primary School
Sunday 2 December 10.30am-3.30pm Trattoria Raffaele
Artisan Christmas Market
Saturday 15 December 10am-5pm Forest Hill Festive Fair
at Forest Hill Pools Piazza
Sunday 16 December 10am-4pm Christmas Festive Food
Market in Station Approach (see p.6 for details)

Portas Pilot events
Saturday 1 December
Pop up shops opening at:
Unit 4, Station Approach, Sydenham, 161 Kirkdale
and 49 London Road, Forest Hill.
14
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EVENTS continued

Music in Sydenham this Christmas

Sydenham Library

Saturday 8 Dec 7.30pm-9.30pm St Christopher's Hospice
Christmas Concert: An evening of arias and ballads
with Sir Thomas Allen.
Tuesday, 11 Dec 8.30pm Christmas Jazz Night at the Golden Lion
Thursday,13 Dec 3-4pm Alexandra Recreation Ground Carols
in the Park
Friday 14 December 7.30pm St Michael's Church in Champion
Crescent a Christmas Concert by the Elm Singers with donations
to Sydenham Garden.

Saturdays, 8 and 15 December from 10.30am –
4pm. Santa Claus will be in his Grotto on both days
from 12 -3pm (cost £2.50 for first child, £2 for subsequent
children). Times bookable in advance through the library on
020 8778 1753. Raffle, tombola, stalls including toys and bric
a brac with children's entertainment and activites at 11am –
12noon on both days.

Alexandra Nurseries Christmas Market

Late Night Shopping in Sydenham
Friday 7 December 6-9pm.
Mulled wine, mince pies and a lot of jollity with lighting the
Christmas Tree at 5,30pm. Carol singers and look out for Father
Christmas in the high street.

Kirkdale Bookshop
Friday 7 December
As part of Late Night shopping in the High St the
Bookshop will be offering an extra discount on that
night, along with mulled wine and mince pies. The "bookshop band"
will provide some music and some poetry/short pieces. See also
in the gallery this year’s Winter Exhibition which will run from14
November, until the New Year. A mixed exhibition of painting, prints
and jewellery by local artists Gill Hickman, Linda Litchfield, Anna
Wilson, Una Joy, Walter Buchholz, Lindis Richards, Julia Clark and
David Matthews. There will still be the usual children’s storytime on
Saturdays 10-30am-11am.

Alhambra Christmas Shopping Soiree 148 Kirkdale
Friday 7 December 6pm-9pm.
Enjoy free sangria and tapas, big reductions on rugs and 10% off
Christmas gifts at Alhambra's annual Christmas Shopping Night.

Estate House, 56b Parish Lane, Penge
Sat 1 & Sun 2 December 10.00am – 6.00pm
Independent local makers selling original handmade gifts
& seasonal food and drink. Christmas trees & decorative
wreaths on sale and to order. Free delivery.

The George Boys and Girls
of Deptford – help wanted!
Come and help make 100 food parcels at Lower
Sydenham Social Club, in Laurel Grove on Thursday
6 December at 12 noon.
The charity was originally set up by five members of the
Deptford community in 1956 to help bring cheer to elderly
pensioners. “The money for buying and making the parcels is
raised through various pubs in south-east London, and by a
‘charity walk or raffle’ we have every August,” says Paul Harley,
treasurer of the charity. “We usually raise about £1500 every
year. This year, we were worried about the recession and how
much we would be able to raise, especially as we lost charitable
sources since several fund-raising pubs have shut down.” The
group orders the food for the parcels from Sainsbury’s at Bell
Green, which offers free home delivery, but no discounts.

!
SYDENHAM SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM
Yearly cost of membership
Individual (includes partner)		
Senior Citizen (includes partner)
Postal Member (includes partner)

Renewal is due in January. Postal members are those resident outside SE23
and SE26 postal areas. Subscriptions can be paid by cheque or Standing
Order. Please make cheques payable to The Sydenham Society.

£6.00 per annum
£5.00 per annum
£8.00/£7.00 per annum

The Sydenham Society STANDING ORDER
Bank details for standing order

Name

Name of your bank/building society

Address

Address of your bank/building society
Account Number
Signed

Post code
Tel day

Sort Code

Your Name (please print)

Tel eve

Please pay the Sydenham Society (Lloyds Bank plc, Sydenham Branch,
Sort Code 30-98-42, Account no. 0524410) the sum of £8/£7/£6/£5 (please delete
as appropriate) on 5 January each year until further notice. This replaces any
Standing Order in favour of the ‘Sydenham Society’.

Email

Please return to: Roger Feather, 71 Hall Drive, Sydenham, London SE26 6XL Tel: 020 8778 4318 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com
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Goodbye, good riddance – gone at last!
Cobbs Corner roundabout is demolished
On 17 September, the first day of the long awaited implementation of the Sydenham Road Pedestrian Improvement
scheme, the first task undertaken by contractors, J Riney, was to demolish the unloved wobbly roundabout at Cobbs
Corner. Ridiculed locally, and once described by a Lewisham Deputy Mayor as “reminiscent of something left over from
the Berlin Wall”, it will not be missed.
Roundabout 16 September

Gone 17 September!

Riney’s have been cracking on with the road improvements,
beginning by renewing the kerbstones around Cobbs Corner
as far as the railway bridge, in order to minimise traffic nuisance
– some pavement work has been done, but the majority
will be completed later on in the contract. Unlike previous
Sydenham roadworks, Riney’s workforce are a visible presence
on the high street and work continuously, with a Project
Manager available 24 hours a day to deal with any problems,
and a headquarters at 24a Sydenham Road.
A Christmas moratorium came into force with effect from
5 November to 15 January in order to give Sydenham retailers a
good run-up to Christmas. During this period work will start on
the pocket parks at Venner and Queensthorpe Roads.
As a Christmas present to Sydenham, Riney’s have sponsored
this year’s Christmas Tree in Sydenham Road.
Latest News. At a recent meeting it was confirmed
improvement works cannot begin on Station Approach as the
council is still waiting for the transfer of Station Approach to be
completed. The legal process is incredibly slow but we were

Temporary roundabout markings

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

assured will be brought to a conclusion before long and, at that
stage, the work will be scheduled into the overall programme.
However, the good news is that, when work does eventually
begin, the existing toilet block will be demolished and a new ‘no
touch flush and hand wash facility’ will be installed.
Other good news includes the installation of “Countdown”
at the two major road junctions at Newlands Park and Mayow
Road, controlled by traffic lights; this will be similar to that
in operation on the pedestrian crossing at Oxford Circus.
Countdown will be installed at a slightly later date after the
traffic lights are fully operational.

POSTAL MEMBERS

Rhoda Boampong

Steve Landy

Beverley Christie

Michael Marriott

Richard Friend

Sue Poore

Kerry Heath

Jean Smith

Katalin Lanczi

Linda Tobey

Members are reminded that subscriptions for 2013 will be
due in January. I have tried to contact all members whose
subscriptions are outstanding for 2012 but, if you have not yet
paid, please let me have payment as soon as possible in order
to continue receiving the newsletter. As notified previously, the
charge for receiving the newsletter by post is £2 per annum
in addition to the prevailing subscription rate. Postal members
who have not already paid the increased amount for 2012
are asked to send me payment for the balance and, where
appropriate, adjust their standing orders for subsequent years.

Jane Wilson

Many thanks,

A warm welcome to the following
new members:

Roger Feather, Treasurer Tel: 020 8778 4318
Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com

www.sydenhamsociety.com
Covering all aspects of local community matters

Member of the London Forum

Member of Civic Voice

