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Sydenham currently has 1 Sergeant, 2 PCs and 6 PCSOs. 
Under the new plan other PCs and PCSOs will be available 
to work across Wards according to need. When Safer 
Neighbourhood Teams (SNTs) were first implemented in 2002 
it was community led with each Ward having its own Ward 
Panel made up of local Tenants/Residents Associations who 
would, depending on local concerns, set priorities for their 
SNTs to tackle. No mention has been made in the new LPM 
how Ward Panels would be incorporated in the new ‘cluster’ 
format. Have your say, responses and feedback can be made to 
www.london.gov.uk/priorities/mayor-office-policing-and-
crime before 6 March 2013.

Sydenham and Brockley front counters may close; 
Catford and Deptford front counters will open during the 
day; Lewisham will be the only Station within the Borough to 
provide a 24hr front counter. There has been no confirmation 
on whether Sydenham Police Station will close; it has been 
confirmed that if/when the Station does close the 3 SNTs based 
at Sydenham will be relocated to the ‘old Catford Hill Police 
Station’, as opposed to Catford Police Station in Bromley Road. 

These plans are not set in stone, so the campaign continues; 
you can still sign the Sydenham Society petition www.
ipetitions.com/petition/save-sydenham-police-station 

Angela Hall, Chair – Sydenham SNT Ward Panel

SYDENHAM SOCIETY
NEWS

In January the Mayor of London Office for Policing and Crime (MOPAC) held a meeting in Lewisham to enlighten 
residents on the draft Police & Crime Plan. The New Local Policing Model (LPM) which will be implemented 
from April 2013 will see Safer Neighbourhoods Teams change in structure; Safer Neighbourhoods policing will be 
Inspector led, teams will work in a ‘cluster of wards’; every Ward will have a named Sergeant, a dedicated named 
PC and a dedicated PCSO; these officers will not be abstracted from their posts.

Join the working party to smarten up Sydenham 
Road which takes place on Thursday March 14 from 
10am-2pm. Meet outside Co-op store at the junction 
with Girton Road and Sydenham Road at 10.00am 
from where we will work our way up the high street 
stopping at Cobbs Corner removing flyposting, 
shutter stickers and graffiti.

We will be using environmentally friendly chemicals to remove 
flyposting, but please wear old clothing and suitable footwear. 
Gloves and hi-viz jackets and any other necessary equipment 
to complete the task will be provided. No experience is 
necessary as full training and supervision will be given.

The event will be advertised on Lewisham’s website and 
GLA/Capital Clean Up website, under the Mayor of London 
Capital Clean Campaign 

Sydenham Road Clean Up Day – Thursday 14 March
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Sydenham Society Contacts

LOCAL MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
Jim Dowd MP for Lewisham West and Penge
Tessa Jowell MP for Dulwich and Upper Norwood
c/o House of Commons London SW1A 0AA

LEwISHAM COUNCILLORS
Civic Suite Lewisham Town Hall Catford SE6 4RU
020 8314 6000

Bellingham ward
Alan Hall    Ami Ibitson    Jacq Paschoud

Forest Hill ward
Anne Affiku    Alex Feakes    Philip Peake

Perry Vale Ward
John Paschoud    Alan Till    Susan Wise

Sydenham Ward
Chris Best    Liam Curran    Marion Nisbet

BROMLEy COUNCILLORS
Bromley Civic Centre Stockwell Close BR1 3UH
020 8464 3333

Crystal Palace ward
John Canvin    Tom Papworth

Penge and Cator ward
Peter Fookes    John Getgood    Katherine Bance

SOUTHwARk COUNCILLORS
Town Hall Peckham Road SE5 8UB
020 7525 5000

College ward
Helen Hayes    Lewis Robinson    Andy Simmons

Community Police Teams
Community Police contact non-emergency numbers for 
Lewisham have all changed to 0300 123 1212

In an emergency dial 999
For non-urgent police matters dial 101

For environmental noise nuisance call:
Lewisham Council 020 8314 6000
Bromley Council 020 8464 3333
Southwark Council 020 7525 5000

SyDENHAM SOCIETy CONTACTS yOUR LOCALLy ELECTED OFFICALS

OTHER CONTACTS

The Sydenham Society is an independent group 
representing the interests of local residents. 
Sydenham Society News is non-partisan, 
non-political and non-commercial.  

Chair  
Annabel McLaren
chair@sydenhamsociety.com

Treasurer & Membership
Roger Feather
membership@sydenhamsociety.com
020 8778 4318

Newsletter Editor
Pat Trembath
news@sydenhamsociety.com 
020 8659 4903

Newsletter Design & Layout
Julia East
news@sydenhamsociety.com

Newsletter Distribution
Pat Trembath
020 8659 4903

Conservation & Planning
Barbara Kern 
conservation@sydenhamsociety.com

Events
Jackie Aldridge
020 8778 5455 
Mob: 07837 838710

Roads & Transport
Ilse Towler
iandj.towler@btinternet.com
020 8778 3743

Local History
Steve Grindlay
localhistory@sydenhamsociety.com
020 8699 6398

Contact Address for post
Sydenham Society
35 Bishopsthorpe Road
Sydenham
SE26 4PA

If there is something you would like the society to tell 
everybody, or a local issue you feel strongly about, please send 
your article, maximum 300 words, to the editor. 
Sydenham Society News is read by many local residents, 
old and new, so please spell out all acronyms and explain 
anything that a newcomer might not understand.  
All articles are subject to editing by the Editorial team.
Email your article to the editorial team at:
news@sydenhamsociety.com or send hard copy to
97 Longton Grove SE26 6QQ.

Disclaimer
The views expressed in articles are those of named contributors and 
should not be regarded as statements of policy of the Sydenham Society.

Want to be kept informed about news and events in SE26? 
If you haven’t already signed up for the Sydenham 
Society e-newsletter, you can do so by visiting 
www.sydenhamsociety.com and forwarding us your email 
address. You’ll then be sent our regular e-newsletter 
packed with local news and information about what’s 
going on in Sydenham and the surrounding area.

ARTICLES PLEASE!

E-NEwSLETTER

The deadline for articles for the next newsletter will be Friday 3 May
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Threatened closure of Lewisham Hospital’s A&E Unit 

Appalled by the proposals, people from all walks of life and 
all backgrounds have joined together to declare their utter 
resistance and Lewisham’s MPs, Mayor and councillors from 
all parties are united in their opposition with over 50,000 
signatures from residents on a petition in support.

They have good reason: around 120,000 people use 
Lewisham Accident & Emergency unit each year and over 
30,000 children are taken to the Children’s A&E while over 
4000 babies are born in the hospital.

Yet the Secretary of State for Health, Jeremy Hunt, has 
given the go-ahead to close Lewisham A&E, the children’s 
A&E and maternity and paediatric services even though there 
is insufficient capacity at the other hospitals in south London to 
provide for these patients.

According to consultants, GPs, doctors and nurses, clinical 
staff and hospital workers in Lewisham, lives will be lost and their 
counterparts from the other hospitals like St Thomas’s have said 
that they are already ‘bursting at the seams’ and could not cope 
with the extra patients diverted from Lewisham Hospital.

The statement by Jeremy Hunt that Lewisham would 
retain a partial 24/7 A&E quickly looked like a cynical swerve 
to win the headlines as very little has changed from the original 
recommendations by Matthew Kershaw, the Trust Special 
Administrator who spent over £5 million compiling his report 
which was supposed to be about the problems faced by the 
neighbouring hospitals in the South London Healthcare NHS Trust.

 Dr Chidi Ejimofo, A&E Consultant said: “An A&E of 
the type described is little more than an Urgent Care Unit 
– patients will still have to be transported to other hospitals 
because we will no longer have acute provision here.”

Dr John O’Donoghue, lead paediatrician said: “This is a travesty 
– a dangerous injustice. Taking a high performing hospital out of the 
heart and soul of our community is nothing short of vandalism”.

Many Sydenham residents will also remember that the 
opposition to the closure of Sydenham Children’s Hospital in 
the early 1990s was only assuaged by its proposed replacement 
with the children’s A&E at Lewisham which is now to be closed. 

But such a break of trust and the Minister’s announcement to 
downgrade Lewisham Hospital has simply prompted all of those 

involved to respond with our plans to upgrade the campaign to save it.
The work of the Save Lewisham Hospital Campaign so far 

has been an exemplary demonstration of how people from all 
parties and none can bury their differences to work together in 
a common cause and I now expect, given the overwhelming 
case, that Lewisham Council should be able to take legal action 
against the Secretary of State’s decision.

As part of the group that organized the “Mums and 
Buggies” guerrilla protest outside the Department of Health, I 
was heartened by the commitment and the strength of feeling 
by the participants and the people that count most – all our 
families, friends and neighbours who rely on the hospital. 

The cumulative effect of the withdrawal of state services 
displayed by the planned closure in Lewisham of police stations, 
fire-stations, and now our hospital, is very worrying but the 
resultant coming together of an entire community in this 
campaign does renew one’s hope and faith in human nature. 

Councillor Liam Curran, Sydenham Ward

To find out the latest on what you can do to help to save 
Lewisham Hospital, please go to www.savelewishamhospital.
com or on Twitter @SaveLewishamAE.

I have never seen any single issue unite the people of Lewisham such as the dreadful and illogical plans to downgrade and, 
effectively, close the greater part of Lewisham Hospital and sell it off. 

The Mayor of Lewisham,  
Sir Steve Bullock’s response:
"The Secretary of State is riding roughshod over the people of 
Lewisham," Sir Steve said.
"These plans have been roundly rejected by local people, 
by the staff who work in the hospital and by local GPs. The 
Secretary of State has pressed ahead regardless by downgrading 
maternity services and emergency services at Lewisham 
Hospital. But let me be clear, this is not the end of the matter.
"I do not believe that the TSA had the statutory power to make 
recommendations about Lewisham Hospital and the Secretary of 
State therefore has no power to implement them.
"I am talking to our lawyers and also to our colleagues at 
Lewisham Hospital in order to fully understand the implications 
of Mr Hunt's statement." [first published in Lewisham Life]

The legal transfer of Station Approach by Network Rail (NR) to 
Lewisham (due to happen over twelve months ago) is still to be 
completed. Lewisham Council is ready to complete the deed of 
dedication and have been in touch with NR’s solicitors as there is 
still concern that there will be further delays by NR.

It is all very frustrating as, until the deed of dedication 
is completed by both parties, the improvements to Station 

Approach, which were due to start last September, cannot be 
timetabled into J Riney’s Sydenham Road improvement works 
and materials to complete the works cannot be ordered.

The future street markets being planned under the Portas 
Pilot umbrella for Station Approach will need to cease during 
the works, until these are completed.

Station Approach
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A new local partnership has put in a bid for a redundant Council 
building in Dartmouth Road, Forest Hill. Under the proposals 
Louise House, an English Heritage Grade 2 listed former girls’ 
home between the library and swimming pool, would be 
converted into a vibrant multi-use hub for creative, learning 
and cultural uses. Uses for the building could include training 
for young people, space for recycling schemes, serviced office 
space for charities and new businesses, a children’s nursery, a 
new home for a local theatre and possibly a cinema.

The proposed partnership is between the new Lewisham 
Building Preservation Trust, a local charity aiming to renew 
and reuse heritage buildings, Eco Computer Systems, a 
Lewisham-based social enterprise which already runs a 
number of former Lewisham Council buildings, SociaCapita 
Solutions, a Lewisham-based community interest company 
which aims to create training and employment opportunities 
through building refurbishment projects and Spontaneous 
Productions, a Sydenham-based theatre company with links 
to the Sydenham Arts Festival.

Louise House, which is empty and on the English 
Heritage’s Buildings At Risk 2012 Register, belongs to 
Lewisham Council, which is currently considering the bid for 
a 125-year lease. A decision is expected in February 2013. 

Speaking following the tender submission, Darren Taylor of 
Eco Computer Systems said, “We are looking forward to working 
with local people to bring new life back into this community asset. 
These plans will bring new opportunities for the young, for those 
seeking employment and training, for those with children and for 
the arts.” Tim Walder of Lewisham Building Preservation Trust 
added, “I am delighted with these plans. It will be wonderful to 
see the building renewed. The training, serviced office, nursery and 
theatre uses in this central location will all be of enormous benefit 
to the people in the south of the borough.”

Louise House

I think we can look forward to a good year for 
Sydenham as we deliver on the top five priorities set by 
the Assembly – 

More activities for children and young people. TNG – The • 
New Generation youth centre in Wells Park Road is nearing 
completion 
Improving community safety and tackling antisocial behaviour. • 
Sydenham street drinkers have been moved following a 10 • 
year ASBO 
Vibrant high street. SEE3 Mary Portas pilot delivering on Jill, • 
our community hub, street markets and pop up shops. 
This year will see our community engagement programme 
led by our artists in residence alongside the Hub 
Coordinator. We have appointed a Town Team Manager 
who will be working on signage, shopping locally and 
supporting local traders. 
Environmental improvements to provide a cleaner and • 
greener Sydenham
High street swept seven days a week and green recycling • 
taking place weekly; Green Flags for Sydenham Wells 
and Mayow Parks
Transport improvements for Sydenham• 
Ongoing high street improvement works with a new green • 
roundabout for Cobbs Corner on the way   

I am delighted with the reduction in the number of vacant 
shops in the high street and we will soon have a new Tesco 

Express store at 42 Sydenham Road replacing the Two Half’s, 
creating up to 20 jobs for local people. The site has permission 
for use as a convenience store, but Tesco will submit 
applications to the council for minor works for plant equipment 
located to the rear of the building and an ATM on the frontage 
as well advertisement consent for the installation of signage. 

With a Sainsbury’s Local planned for Cobb’s Corner, 
Sydenham will have a large range of convenience stores all 
helping to increase footfall in the high street.  Planning permission 
has been granted to Sainsbury’s for installation of an ATM 
opposite Kirkdale Bookshop plus an off licence.     

Whilst we have the successful SEE3 pop up shop at 4 Station 
Approach we are working on a further four pop up shops for 
Sydenham after Easter. If you are a new business and would like 
the chance to test your business skills please let us know as we are 
keen to bring an eclectic mix of businesses and organisations on a 
pop up or trial basis to the high street. Landlords are also interested 
in short term leases which keep the unit in use between tenants. 

If you are not yet ready for a shop and want to try a market stall 
again please let us know as the street market will be back at the end 
of March and we plan to hold monthly markets in the high street. 

You can help make a difference to your high street by joining 
us on the Community Clean Up-Day on Thursday 14 March.

Chris Best, Councillor for Sydenham Ward and  
Chair of the Sydenham Assembly
Tel: 020 8659 6445. Cllr_Chris.Best@lewisham.gov.uk

Sydenham moving forward  
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The Greyhound – update. Is the end in sight?
Local residents have, rightly, been concerned that since the scaffolding was removed last September the fabric of the building 
has been obviously deteriorating. The photos show a crack in the right-hand front bay from top to bottom and the window 
has been shored up. Building Control officers have visited the site and have expressed concern to Purelake and the result is 
newly erected scaffolding around the front bays.  

Meanwhile the Sydenham Society understands that all matters 
concerning the new permission have been settled and that the 
latest planning application is going to the Planning Committee in 
mid-March, with a recommendation that it is approved.

Purelake has commissioned Heritage Tile Conservation Ltd 
to undertake an inventory and prepare a report to show how 

the salvaged tiles from the 
Drinking Corridor would be 
used.  Of the panels, seven 
would be restored and only 
one manufactured. The new 
panel would be made by the 
same company that made 
the original tiles (140 years 
ago) to ensure the highest 
possible standard.

It remains to be seen 
how much of the current 
rebuild will need to be 

removed before work on completing the building can be 
resumed.

On a positive note, all permissions are now in place for 
Sainsbury’s to trade at Cobbs Corner.  Unfortunately the fit-out 
of the retail unit is dependent on certain features of the interior 
of the Greyhound being completed first. 

Festival Director, Jonathan 
Kaufman, is “absolutely 
delighted” to announce that 
the third Sydenham Arts 
Festival’s  application to the 
Arts Council has been successful, and will enable the 
team to deliver the biggest and best Sydenham Arts 
Festival yet!

Taking place between Saturday 29th June and Sunday 
14th July at more than 25 venues throughout Sydenham, 
Forest Hill, Perry Vale and Bellingham, many of the events 
will be free. 

Anyone who wants to get involved, or become a 
'Festival Maker' (volunteer), make a donation, sponsor an 
event or advertise in this year’s brochure or on the Festival 
website should contact:
director@sydenhamartsfestival.co.uk  
or phone 020 3659 0551 
http://www.sydenhamartsfestival.co.uk

News from Sydenham Arts 
Festival 2013

Future Improvements on the Overground
In their recently published their ten-year business plan Transport for London has announced that the Overground trains will be 
extended to 5 cars each by 2016, increasing capacity by 25%. However, this will require selective door opening at some stations 
(including Canada Water) as the platform is too short to cope with the longer trains. There will also be two extra trains each hour 
from Crystal Palace, meaning a total increase in capacity of over 50%, which will be welcome news.

SEE3 Jill Hub News
Jill, the community hub at 27 Sydenham Road, is 
once again open after a successful launch just before 
Christmas. New activities include running workshops, 
holding events and hosting Co.Futures, led by SEE3 
artists in residence Burton Nitta.

From February to July they will re-examine our 
encounter of the high street and research what is the future 
of citizenship. The Co.Futures project welcomes people to 
join their enquiry through participatory events. The project 
will be a chance to re-imagine how we live together, whilst 
creating experiences to taste the future. You are invited to 
join their journey to envisage how our interactions with 
food, financial systems, energy production and well-being 
might be transformed in the future.

Jill will continue selling products from local designers 
and makers. In March we'll be exploring the things that 
make us happy – an interesting combination!

To join in, sign up for a workshop or have a cup of tea, 
pop into Jill 10:00am-6:00pm Wednesday to Saturday or 
11:00am to 4:00pm on Sunday.
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Annual General Meeting

Agenda
1. To receive the 2012 Accounts and Auditor’s Report
2. To elect Officers and Members of the Executive Committee
3. To appoint an Auditor
4. Any Other Business

Election of Officers and Members of the 
Executive Committee
Any member can be nominated for election as an Officer 
or Member of the Executive Committee. Nominations in 
writing must be seconded and have the Nominee’s consent.  
Nominations must be sent to arrive 7 days in advance of the 
AGM to Annabel McLaren, 35 Bishopsthorpe Road, Sydenham, 
SE26 4PA; email annabelmclaren@myriadbooks.co.uk

The Society’s Constitution allows for up to 12 members, 
plus officers. In 2012 there were 7 Executive Committee 
meetings. Attendance was as follows:

Annabel McLaren (Chair) 7/7 Jackie Aldridge 6/7
Roger Feather  4/7 Angela Hall 6/7
Barbara Kern  7/7 Barry Milton 6/7
Ilse Towler  7/7 

The Executive has been assisted this year by three co-opted 
members, Gloria Watson, Anthony Scully and Janice Brooklyn.The 
Society has three sub-committees which in 2012 were chaired by:

Conservation and Planning:   Barbara Kern        
Roads and Transport:    Ilse Towler
Events:      Jackie Aldridge

The Executive Committee would like to put on record its warmest 
appreciation for help over the past year from the sub-committee 
members: Andrew Budd, Hilary de Santos, Julia Farr, Steve Grindlay, 
Angela Hall, John Hutchinson, Lesley Kennedy, Paul Kennedy, 
Rosemary Linnell, Mary McKernan, Patrick Moulik, Anthony 
Scully, Alona Sheridan, Dennis Smith, John Towler, Pat Trembath 
and Katherine Willett. The Executive would also like to thank Iris 
Humphries and Peggy Stacy who both stepped down from the 
Events Committee this year after many years of active service. 

The Executive would like to thank Pat Trembath and Julia 
East for all their work on the editing, design and production 
of the Newsletter, together with the army of distributors for 
their tremendous effort in walking the streets of Sydenham and 
Forest Hill delivering it. We would also like to thank our hard-
working treasurer and membership secretary, Roger Feather 
together with our website manager Barry Milton.

The Park, which covers 26 miles from north east London to 
Essex and Hertfordshire, is part-funded annually by all London’s 
borough councils under a 1966 Act of Parliament. Last year this 
sum was £8.9m.

Publishing the report, London’s Hidden Charge: 
Ending the Lee Valley Tax, Richard Tracey says: “The 
Lee Valley Park is a fantastic asset and I see no reason why, 
financially speaking, it cannot stand on its own two feet. 
Borough councils took over its funding when the GLC was 
abolished in 1986, but this has become an anachronism with 
bizarre financial consequences for boroughs across London.” 

For example the Park had 376,749 visitors from Waltham 
Forest in 2011/12 and the council contributed £224,309, 
making an average cost to the borough per visitor of 60 pence. 
Similarly there were 523,148 visitors from Enfield which paid 
£24,000 (or £0.62/head).

In contrast there were 19,979 visitors from Bromley for 
which the council was charged a levy of £380,000 (or £19.73/
head) and 22,082 visitors from Lewisham which paid £250,000 
(or £11.85/head). 

Richard Tracey adds “Clearly this is an inequitable situation that 
cannot stand. The arrangement siphons off funds from boroughs 
where they could be spent locally and council tax payers could 
reap the benefit, or councils could cut their council tax bill.

Richard Tracey AM calls for end of “Lee Valley Park Tax”

"At the same time, this report shows that if the Park raised a 
little more money from its visitors, made better use of its facilities 
and explored new local partnerships, this contribution from 
council tax payers London-wide would no longer be necessary.”

He is therefore calling on the Government to change the 
law to end these funding arrangements and he recommends that 
the Lee Valley Park is given five years to become self-financing.

The Sydenham Society has written to Richard Tracey AM 
to put on record its support for the phasing out of the Lea Valley 
Tax over the next five years as we consider this levy to be totally 
disproportionate when considering the estimated visitor numbers 
from our area during the same period.  As pointed out in Richard 
Tracey’s paper Crystal Palace Park (on English Heritage’s Heritage at 
Risk 2012 list) is in need of major improvements.  Money from the 
annual Lee Valley Park levy from Bromley Council would go a long 
way towards funding identified essential capital restoration work.

A copy of the Society’s letter was also sent to Boris Johnson, 
Mayor of London, Assembly Members Len Duvall and Val 
Shawcross, Jim Dowd MP, Sir Steve Bullock and local Lewisham 
councillors.  A copy of Richard Tracey’s Report and Sydenham 
Society’s letter of support was also forwarded to other local amenity 
societies in south London and we know that many of these, too, 
have written expressing their concerns about this unfair tax.

London Assembly member, Richard Tracey has published a report calling for London borough councils to cease funding the Lee 
Valley Regional Park over the next five years with a view to making the park self-financing.

The Society’s 40th Annual General Meeting will take place on Tuesday 9 April 2013 at 7.45 pm at the Golden Lion, 116 Sydenham 
Road. All members are invited to attend and to join the Executive Committee for a drink and get-together after the formal meeting.
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Portas Pilot & SEE3
When the news came through that the Portas Pilot bid was 
successful, Lewisham Council immediately matched the GLA’s 
funding with £100,000 – money that had been set aside from 
the Bell Green planning consents over the last 20 years to help 
regenerate Sydenham and Forest Hill town centres. With a 
short time in which to achieve all the targets set by the GLA, the 
team worked quickly and set up a company – called SEE3 – to 
oversee the project and take on staff to carry it out. Within a few 
weeks premises at 27 Sydenham Road had been found for “Jill”, 
Sydenham’s community hub, and thanks to the hard work of a 
team of volunteers it opened in December, along with pop-up 
shops in Station Approach, Kirkdale and London Road, Forest Hill.

Saturday 1 December  was definitely a day to remember – 
the sun shone and a clutch of opening events took place, from a 
festive market in the beautiful piazza of Forest Hill Pools to a retro 
& vintage market in the playground of the recently refurbished 
Kelvin Grove School. Opened by Lewisham Mayor Sir Steve 
Bullock, the launch event at Jill was enlivened by actors from 
Jonathan Kaufman’s Spontaneous Productions company.  Due 
to the energy and enthusiasm of many of the area’s artists, ably 
led by Bruce Harrison of the Sydenham Arts Festival Visual Arts 
Trail, Jill remained open in the run-up to Christmas, as a pop-up 
shop and gallery showcasing the work of the area’s artists and 
craftspeople. To find out more about future events at Jill, call in 
and meet hub & artistic coordinator Corinne Furness and Town 
Team manager Tony Buckley, or go to: www.SEE3.co.uk

Roads and Transport
The Roads and Transport Committee continue to press for 
improvements to traffic management and public transport. At 
Sydenham Station, more shelters have been installed on the 
“up” platform and there has been an increase in Overground 
trains to Crystal Palace to 4 trains per hour, balanced by a cut in 
through trains to Highbury & Islington. 

In September work finally started on the Sydenham Road 
improvement scheme, concentrating on the pocket park 
at Venner Road and the re-alignment of the Cobbs Corner 
roundabout. Legal problems continue to hamper the transfer 
of the lease of Station Approach to Lewisham, but once this is 
sorted out work can begin – and will include the installation of a 
new, heritage-style toilet. When completed, Station Approach 

will provide an elegant, pedestrian-friendly route to the station 
plus a fantastic location for Sydenham’s future markets.

Other issues that have concerned the committee include 
the new street-lighting programme and the continuing problem 
of street drinkers. With the exception of the conservation areas, 
there has been little opportunity for residents to have a say in the 
choice of the design or position of the new lights. Encouragingly, 
the street drinkers have been less visible recently and court action 
has resulted in some having been excluded from the area.

Conservation & planning
While 2012 saw some excellent developments coming to fruition – 
including the completion of Forest Hill Pools and the transformation 
of the Kirkdale Institute into the superbly refurbished Kelvin Grove 
School – the unauthorised partial demolition of the Greyhound is in 
danger of blighting the “gateway to Sydenham”. We hope that the 
planning committee will shortly approve Purelake’s latest planning 
application, so that rebuilding of the pub can begin. More positive 
news on the pubs front is that Lewisham has now adopted a “pubs 
protection policy” – and a welcome outcome of this move is that 
the Golden Lion has been locally listed. 

Events
The Events Committee has worked hard to come up with a 
varied programme of events, including outings to the Royal 
Courts of Justice, Lullingstone Castle and Restoration House, 
Rochester. The January trip to BBC Television Centre exceeded 
recent records in attracting 38 people – many of whom had 
not been on a Sydsoc trip before. Evenings out with Club 26 
included meals at Trattoria Raffaelle and Gurkha’s, and our 
two well-attended quiz nights raised money for Sydenham 
Community Library and Sydenham Garden.  

In Memoriam
It is with great sadness that I have to report the death of two 
longstanding members of the Sydenham Society. Ruth Locke, 
one of the Society’s founders, had been president for the last 
four years and was very active in the work of the Society for 
more than 30 years.  Bryan Leslie joined the Society in 1994 
and, at various points, served on the Conservation Committee, 
the Roads & Transport Committee and the Executive 
Committee.  I am indebted to both Ruth and Bryan for their 
support over the years and my thoughts are with their families.

A look back at 2012
The last 12 months has been a time of mixed fortunes for Sydenham, with progress in some areas and setbacks in others. 
The highlight was the news in July that the joint bid with the Forest Hill Society for Portas Pilot funding for Sydenham, Forest Hill 
and Kirkdale had been successful while the lowlight is definitely the unauthorised demolition of The Greyhound – Sydenham’s 
key heritage building. Annabel McLaren, Sydenham Society Chair, looks back on an eventful year.

The Sydenham Society will be visiting the Brunel Museum 
Thames Tunnel on Friday 17 May. We will meet at Sydenham 
Station at 10.15 to catch the 10. 21 Overground train to 
Rotherhithe. After the tour which takes about one hour there 
will be an opportunity to look round the museum. The visit 
will finish at about 12.30 and a pub lunch is available at The 

Mayflower pub which is nearby. Please note that the tunnel 
is not suitable if you have mobility difficulties or suffer from 
claustrophobia. The cost of the visit is £6 per head, cash 
payment in advance. Email jacquelinealdridge@gmail.com 
by 26 April to book your place and arrange your payment.

Visit to the Brunel Museum Thames Tunnel – Friday 17 May
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Sydenham Community Library

£9,900 for Sydenham Community Library history project
The library has a special place in Sydenham history, and with 
the help of a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF), 
many more local people will get the chance to learn about it.
Eco Computer Systems was awarded £9,900 as part 
of HLF’s small grants programme All Our Stories. The 
programme has been designed as an opportunity for 
everyone to get involved in their heritage. With HLF funding 
and support, community groups can carry out activities that 
help people explore, share and celebrate their local heritage.
The project is just about to get underway, and we want as 
many people as possible to get involved, so there will be 
something for everyone: 

Research and Memory sessions• . Historic 
photographs and articles will be collected to reveal how 
the library first came about, and how it has changed 
over the years. Trained volunteers will interview 
local people and gather their memories of the library. 
We would be grateful if we could borrow personal 
photos and objects relating to the library. These will be 
scanned, recorded and returned. 
Talks at the library.•  These will reveal Carnegie’s 
vision, Sydenham Library’s history since 1904, and 
people who played an important part in its early life and 
much more. 
Children’s workshops• . Kids will learn about 

children’s literature in the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries, and make costumes inspired by characters in 
those books.

The project culminates in September 2013, when a new 
permanent exhibition based on everything we discover 
during the project will be unveiled – just in time for the 
library’s 109th birthday!

Do you have historic photos or artefacts relating to 
Sydenham Library? Do you want to share your memories of 
using the library, or volunteer on the project? We’d love to 
hear from you – please email Kornelia on kornelia.genova@
gmail.com

Sydenham Community Library has a new manager, Christine 
Masters, with an advocacy background, and volunteers 
working in the library include some former or future librarians. 

Regular events are run to publicise library services and 
to promote books and reading. We will be holding events to 
celebrate World Book Day on 7 March and World Book Night 
on 23 April. Look out for our “Easter Bunny Bounce” on 23 
March from 12 till 4pm. During the summer we hope to run 
the “Six Books Challenge” for adults who rarely, or never, read 
books, while for children we will be running the Summer Reading 
Challenge from 30 June, whereby children review six books 
appropriate to their age. This year’s theme is “Creepy house”. 

The library’s décor is about to get less creepy, as from March 
the ceilings will be improved and the tarpaulins will be removed 
to be replaced by a new computer and book shop and a small 
café. Insulation of the roofs will be improved; we have already 
saved on utility bills by partnering with British Gas. Unfortunately, 
the library will need to close for two weeks while work is done. 
Our new banners and signage will also be put in place. 

Lewisham is offering morning courses for volunteers, 
including training in helping people to choose books, and 
answering enquiries. Eco Computer Systems is still offering work 
experience to trainees from job creation programmes. As well as 
learning about libraries, they have the opportunity to gain NVQs.

Regular events include:
For small children 
 “Rhyme time baby bounce” music and songs on Tuesdays, 
10.15-11 am, and music and activities with “Stages UK”, on 
Thursdays 10:15 – 11:30 am

For adults 
Bookable free computer training 10 am-3 pm; 
Reading Group first Tuesday of every month 6:00 -7pm; 
Knitting group Saturdays 10-12 noon; 
English and help with writing CVs on Mondays 10:30-
12.00noon, and Tuesday 6 – 7:30 pm by appointment. 
Ring the library on 0208 778 3743 to make a booking. 
The Library is closed on Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday.

Eco Computer Systems (ECS) which run the building and 
provide the Library Manager, continues to expand and look for 
new partnerships as part of its mission to be a successful social 
enterprise, to support communities, and to increase digital 
inclusion. Recently, ECS has incorporated the North Downham 
Training Project, saving it from closure. ECS has also installed 
computers in two housing association sheltered homes in 
Sydenham, and given six weeks access to IT training to residents; 
they are scheduled to do this shortly for Lewisham Homes, 
who will also refer some of their housebound residents for IT 
equipment and support.
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Home Park Community Garden

Anthony Scully, Chair, Friends of Home Park, writes: Liz 
Cranwell-Ward is our Expert Gardener in Residence. Liz’s 
knowledge, experience, energy, vision, and enthusiasm play a key 
role in developing our community garden. It would not be the 
wonderful place it is now without her.

We hold demonstrations and plant sales and offer free advice 
and training. Each year we develop the facilities here, with a club 
house, decking platform and tool shed, adding a greenhouse in 
2012, all from donations. We are now fundraising for an apple 
press, and an electricity supply. 

As a member of Capital Growth, which aims to introduce 
new food growing spaces in inner London, we have been 
awarded small grants to provide a learning platform for local 
residents and their children to encourage the joy of growing 
and harvesting your own food. We have eight raised beds, two 
of which are managed for Adamsrill School; other beds are 
managed by Home Park Adventure Playground, Sydenham 
Community Library, Little Diamonds Nursery and local residents 
who do not have their own growing spaces.

In September 2012 we were fortunate to share the energy 
of 38 young volunteers from Youth Challenge. In work groups, 
the young people built a wildlife pond, painted our shed and the 
back walls, bagged up manure, and worked in the library. We look 
forward to welcoming back Marlene Copeland and her merry 
coach-load later this summer. We also hosted a Duke of Edinburgh 
Gold Award scheme young person. Charlie Cranwell-Ward is in 
his third year of volunteering for Home Park, being the resident 
first-aider for all public events since August 2010, removing litter 
hazardous to children from the park and disposing of it safely.

Do call in and join 
in on one of our open 
weekends. These 
are 25-26 May 11am 
– 3pm; 27 – 28 July 
11am - 4pm; 24 – 25 
August 11am – 3pm. 
We are also holding an 
Anniversary event on 
Saturday, 27 April 11am 
- 4pm, and will be open 
during Arts in the Park/
Family Fun Day on 30 June 1- 6pm

For enquires about spaces in the garden or volunteering to 
help please leave your details at Sydenham Community Library 
or contact us via our blog http://homepark.wordpress.com/

An application has been made to the London Mayor’s Pocket 
Parks Fund for improving the gardens at the front of Home 
Park, and creating a “Literary Piazza” around the library 
entrance. Removing most of the wall which separates the 
park from the pavement, and re-paving and re-planting the 
remainder of the gardens, would create a wide and level 
footway, improve accessibility, and may link with the proposed 
improvements of Sydenham Road, east of Mayow Road. 
Improvements in lighting around the library and footpath would 
benefit users, and make the area feel safer.

Anthony Scully, Chair of the Friends of Home Park, has 
gained the support of local stakeholders, including Lewisham’s 
Greenscene, Glendale, local councillors from Bellingham and 
Sydenham Wards, Bellingham Safer Neighbourhood Team, 
the Sydenham Society, representatives of Amicus Horizon 
and Hyde Housing Associations, and of Friends of Sydenham 
Community Library. 

Ed Holloway, local architect, has kindly carried out more 

work on his original designs for an earlier funding application. 
Lewisham offered funding from Section 106 money as well as 
officer time and expertise. The team, including Anthony, Martin 
Hyde of Greenscene, and Tony Rich of Eco Computer Systems 
put together a bid which involved hours of work, mainly over 
Christmas. The outcome of the bid will be known in February 
or March. 

The “Literary Piazza” around the library entrance will allow 
for books, and performances which promote reading and the 
arts to take place outside as well as inside the building. Opening 
up the front of the park will make it safer and more inviting 
and improve perceptions of the park. Markets and events will 
increase footfall, which will benefit local shops. There is the 
potential for synergy with the SEE3/Portas Pilot scheme. 

This is the latest initiative from Friends of Home Park 
(FOHP) http://www.homepark.wordpress.com/ and follows 
their initiatives in getting funding for the outdoor gym, the 
outdoor classroom, and the Community garden.

Our garden was an inspiration from Friends of Home Park and opened in October 
2010. This haven of tranquillity was created when Lewisham Council allowed us use 
of a former mulch pit to cultivate and grow crops for the benefit of the community.

Home Park Developments
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Doris is a local historian, author, poet and genealogist. She is 
also a lifelong Sydenham resident and has been a member of the 
Sydenham Society since its beginning.

A claim to be Sydenham’s oldest resident is not one to be 
made lightly, but surely one that Doris Pullen at 92, living to 
this day in a house only a few hundred yards from the one in 
Newlands Park where she was born, might be entitled to make.

Doris’s eventful life is well-documented in the books she has 
written, notably “Sydenham”, “Penge”, “Forest Hill”, “Dulwich” 
and “Wartime Memories”. Growing up in Sydenham she 
attended a small private school in Mayow Road called South 
Hill College and, leaving school at 13, she went out to Egypt to 
join her father who was in the Royal Air Force. She remembers 
having to go out with an armed guard at that time and swimming 
in the Suez Canal. When she returned to England she became 
an apprentice hairdresser at ‘Maison Henri’ in Kirkdale. Doris’s 
mother was keen for her to get married and at the age of 
eighteen she married her first husband and had three children.

During the War Doris joined the Voluntary Aid Detachment 
(VAD), a voluntary organisation formed in 1909 with the 
support of the Red Cross, and was trained to support medical 
personnel at Lewisham Hospital and at the camps where her 
husband was stationed.

Doris married her second husband George Pullen, a widower 
with two young children, in 1952 and they had a daughter together. 
Later, when the children had grown up, Doris became a teacher 
and began to develop an interest in local and family history. Doris’s 
book “Sydenham”, written in 1974, is a seminal work on the area 
with many personal testimonies. It has been an introduction to the 

subject for a great 
many people. Doris 
worked for 25 
years at the Society 
of Genealogists 
as a Monumental 
Inscriptions 
Secretary. Her work 
on collating the transcriptions of the gravestones in St Bart’s and 
Christchurch churchyards in this book is particularly useful as many 
of these stones have disappeared or are no longer legible. 

Many people will be surprised to learn that Doris also 
writes poetry. She says she writes poems when she is 
particularly moved by something. Her poem on Sydenham in 
blank verse was published last year in an anthology on favourite 
places, and is reproduced here (see opposite page). 

Doris has a large, extended family who visit regularly, and she 
considers herself very fortunate in having everything she wants or 
needs and is especially fond of her little black and white cat. Despite 
not getting about much now, her zest for life and interest in the 
world around her are plain to see. Her walls are lined with books, 
pictures, documents and artefacts, all bearing witness to her long 
and productive life and prolific output. She attributes her longevity 
to good genes and central heating! Sydenham has been very 
fortunate indeed to have had Doris E. Pullen as its chronicler.

Sue Grindlay
This is the sixteenth in a series of articles on members of the 
Sydenham Society. If you would like to be featured in this series, 
or know someone whose views would be of interest to other 
members, please contact Sue Grindlay on 020 8699 6398 or  
email her – sue.grindlay@gmail.com

Doris E. Pullen
Syd Soc Member Profile

We were sorry to learn the sad news of Ruth Locke’s 
death as she was a long-serving and valued member of the 
Sydenham Wells Park Improvement Group (SWPIG).

We are delighted to report that for the seventh year 
running Sydenham Wells Park has been awarded a Green Flag. 

Following vandalism to the previous tree, on Wednesday 
28 November a replacement Bird Cherry was formally 
planted by Pat Trembath. The occasion can be viewed on 
YouTube http://youtu.be/y4GbejYuNJQ 100%.

The Sydenham Wells Park Improvement Group meets 
four times a year to discuss with Glendale and Green Services 
all kinds of matters relating to the park. The next meetings will 
be held on 7 May, 10 September and 12 November 2013 
at 4.30pm in the maintenance hut at the top of Wells Park. 
Anyone interested in the park is welcome to attend.

During the winter months the Park is closed at dusk by 
a Glendale van or by Dwight, the park keeper, who is in the 
park on 5 days each week. If you see anything suspicious 
please report it to Glendale 020 8318 3986. 

Monika Mitchell, Chair, SWPIG

Let’s Get walking
The Wells Park Healthy Walks group is flourishing and 
we are always happy to welcome new members and we 
have the ideal park for a brisk or more sedate exercise 
walk. There is the added bonus of being able to exchange 
views with friends and admire the scenery while taking 
the chance of burning up a few extra calories.

As we all know, walking is claimed to be beneficial for 
our hearts and to counter dreaded obesity, so come and 
join us any Tuesday at 11am by the duck pond.

On a wet day in November we were met by a 
television crew from BBC Breakfast TV, who filmed us as 
we walked. Victoria Wood would have been proud of us! 
The clip was relayed several times during the day with the 
object of promoting walking for health to combat obesity.

We walk for pleasure at the same time enjoying 
beautiful Wells Park in all seasons. Spring is coming – come 
and join us!

Iris Humphries, Walk Leader

Sydenham wells Park News
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Sydenham – Once kent, 
Now London, SE26
by Doris E. Pullen

The Poetry Archive and 
Lewisham

How Sydenham has changed during my lifetime.
I was born here in 1920. There were fields then nearby – 
Some with cows and sheep, feeding on the grass.
Gardens had chickens, and grew their own vegetables
Fresh fish was sold at the door, a fishmonger
Walked around the streets with a box of
Fresh fish on his head, brought up that morning
From the coast.
The baker came around with bread baked
Locally, and meat was killed in Penge.
Cattle were taken to the abattoir behind
The pub and killed in the yard.
Rabbits were hung outside the butchers’ shops
And when sold, the fur was stripped off them,
And sold to furriers to make coats,
And the backing for winter gloves.
Nothing was wasted then.
Fruit was grown in the gardens.
There were plenty of apples, pears, plums,
Cherries, mulberries, all various varieties.
So there was no shortage, as surplus food
Was given to churches and organisations
To distribute it. There were always volunteers.
Sydenham was a country area, and a
Pleasant local place situated near London.
A village. Lower Sydenham came with the
Gas works, and the canal, and Upper Sydenham
Was where many big land owners settled
After the Crystal Palace was built, and they
Employed local people to build it.
I grew up in this area. There were small
Local schools, usually run by one or two 
Maiden ladies – children learned to read
Write, spell and add up. In the winter we
All sat around an open coal fire.
Life was much simpler then, you could
Trust people and churches were very active.
There were rules of behaviour, and if you
Didn’t behave you were punished.
The big change came with World War Two
1939-45 – after this everything altered.
Men came back changed, women went out to work.
Home life altered.
Prices rose everywhere, and more
Money had to be found.
Sydenham was not the same.
I think I am the oldest local inhabitant
As I still live only five minutes away from the
House where I was born. Ninety-two years ago.

The Poetry Archive is a unique, 
philanthropic project and the 
world's foremost collection 
of English-language poetry 
recordings. It was set up in 
1999 by Sir Andrew Motion, 
the previous poet laureate, 
and the producer Richard 
Carrington. The site currently 
gets around 200,000 visitors a 
month.

The web-site at www.
poetryarchive.org makes recorded readings available along with 
information for teachers and students and for the general reader/
listener. Significant poets who write in English are invited to 
choose from their own poems and record a reading lasting sixty 
minutes. Between seven and ten minutes from each recording 
are made freely available on the website and each full recording 
is offered for sale. 

There are over 200 poets on the site including Benjamin 
Zephaniah, Wendy Cope, Michael Rosen, Philip Larkin, and Pam 
Ayres, along with our current poet laureate Carol Ann Duffy. 
There are also three poets who lived in the borough of Lewisham 
– Robert Browning, Walter de la Mare and Spike Milligan.

Robert Browning lived at Telegraph Cottage near New 
Cross Road in 1840 until he eloped with Elizabeth Barrett to 
Italy in 1845. His is the oldest recording on the Archive. Made 
in 1889, he was persuaded to recite into a phonograph at a 
dinner party from his poem ‘How They Brought the Good 
News from Ghent to Aix’. He forgets his words after a few 
lines then tries again. 

In 1877 Walter de la Mare moved to 5 Bovill Terrace (now 
6 Bovill Road), and in about the same year he moved to 57 
Brookbank Road, Lewisham. He visited Thomas Hardy at his 
house in Dorset in June 1921 and the poem he reads on the 
Archive – ‘Thomas Hardy’ – celebrates this visit. 

Spike Milligan was educated at South East London 
Polytechnic (now Lewisham College) and he lived at 22 Gabriel 
Street, Honor Oak, and 50 Riseldine Road (Honor Oak/
Crofton Park) after coming to England from India in the 1930s. 
He reads the delightful nonsense poems ‘The Land of the 
Bumbly Boo’ and ‘On the Ning Nang Nong’.

I was honoured to be invited last year to record my 
children’s poems for the Archive and spent a wonderful 
morning in a studio in West London. I hope you enjoy the 
Poetry Archive. There are guided tours to help you find your 
way through and special sections for historic recordings, 
American poets and, of course, children’s poetry!

Chrissie Gittins, Writer-in-Residence, Lewisham
 ww.chrissiegittins.co.uk
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THE SyDENHAM SOCIETy
Income and Expenditure Account for the year Ended 31st December 2012

    
 

H R FEATHER - HON TREASURER     
    
I have examined the above Income and Expenditure Account and Balance Sheet with the books and records of the Society, and 
have obtained all the information I require. In my opinion these financial statements give a true and fair view of the financial affairs 
of the Society as at 31st December 2012 and of the income and expenditure for the year then ended.    
   
k DAVENPORT - HON AUDITOR       Date: 31 January 2013

  2011     2012  
 £       £ 
   Income 
  4129 Subscriptions    4010.00  
  351 Donations    308.41  
4494  14 Interest on National Savings and Bank Accounts  37.53  4355.94
          
          
   Expenditure       
  2431 Printing and stationery    1683.20  
  291 Postage and telephone    371.89  
                - Library leaflets    50.00  
  564 Subscriptions including Civic Voice    568.00  
  40 St Bart's floodlighting    40.00  
  140 Insurance    -  
  1050 Equipment and website    240.00  
  500 Sydenham Arts Festival    250.00  
  - 13 Bishopsthorpe Road legal advice (net)    100.00 
  - In memory of Ruth Locke    50.00  
  310 Crystal Palace Conference     -  
  100 Home Park Development Bid    -100.00  
  260 Executive and sub-committee expenses   -  
  129 Miscellaneous expenses    33.00  
 5926 111 AGM    102.09  3388.18

-1432   Excess of income over expenditure     967.76

   Balance Sheet as at 31st December 2012    

  6975 National Savings Investment Account    7012.26  
8120  1145 Cash at Bank    2044.08  9056.34

   Less       
243  243 Subscriptions in advance    212.00  212.00
7877         8844.34

   Accumulated fund 31.12.2011    7876.58  
   Excess of income over expenditure     967.76  

   Balance 31.12.2012    8844.34  
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The 2013 “Motorsport at the Palace” sprint competition, 
will be held on Sunday and Bank Holiday Monday 26 & 
27 May. In its fourth year, the popular sprint/time trial at 
Crystal Palace Park is firmly established as London’s leading 
motorsport event. 

Held in association with the Ancaster Group – the 
competition will see a wide range of classic and modern cars 
competing for Fastest Time of the Day. The narrow, twisty 
parkland course has proved a real hit with drivers and many 
will be returning to put themselves and their machines through 
their paces at this historic venue. 

Building on its family-themed credentials, Motorsport at the 
Palace will again be offering entertainment for all ages. Diggerland 
returns by popular demand, offering youngsters the opportunity 
to take the controls of some heavy duty construction equipment, 
while the more mechanically minded visitor will find much to 
keep them occupied in the Kit Car Village. New for 2013, and 
supported by KitCar Magazine, the Village will host a range of kit 
car manufacturers and their machines, in addition to numerous 
aftermarket accessories suppliers.

The Classic Racing Motorcycle Club will be displaying many 
stunning examples of two-wheeled exotica, while the Kleers 
Show and Shine concourse competition also returns; so expect 
some exceptional cars on display looking their very best, courtesy 
of Kleers Premium Car Care Products. 

And as usual, visitors will be able to enjoy the relaxed 
atmosphere of the open paddock, where drivers and mechanics 
are always keen to stop and chat. 

Tickets are £10.00 for adults; children 16 and under enter 
free but must be accompanied by an adult. Advance tickets are 
£8.00 and will be available early 2013. For details visit: http://
motorsportatthepalace.co.uk/ 

In 2012 “Motorsport at the Palace” raised over £3,500 for 
local charities the Royal London Society for Blind People and 
St Christopher’s Hospice, and will be continuing its support for 
these organisations in 2013.

Motorsport at Crystal Palace 2013 Dates 

Photo: Mike Lambert/gridshots.com

A planning application was submitted to Southwark 
Council on 13 February 2013 for the resurrection of 
the old Southwark-side entrance to the High Level 
Station subway.

This brings with it the possibility of events in the 
subway to bring this magnificent Victorian construction, 
still in its majestic glory, back into public use. The “Friends” 
of the Subway group – hundreds of local people, some 
of whom caught a glimpse of the interior last September, 
are very supportive and keen to see the subway playing its 
part in the social life of Crystal Palace Park.

The representative of the group, local architect Karl 
Richter said, "I've been working towards this day for 
almost two years and am really pleased to see the level of 
support provided by the Friends and others. The subway, 
apart from being an amazing, historic link to the Crystal 
Palace at Sydenham will, in its own right, offer a new and 
exciting role for local people to get involved with the 
regeneration of this great park."

New Lease of Life for 
Crystal Palace Subway?

Kirkdale Bookshop recently began its 47th year of providing 
a unique local service. We would like to tell you briefly how 
that service is now more diverse than it has ever been.
It may be timely to remind you that apart from books and 
gifts, we do stock and order DVDs and CDs.

Of course, it is always a joy to see you in the shop, where, 
as well as being able to order, you can browse (an old traditional 
method of shopping involving imagination and surprise), have a tea 
or coffee, tap into the staff's combined wealth of friendly expertise, 
or attend any of our regular events (such as our book group, 
children's storytime and, coming soon, story time for grown-ups).

If you cannot make it to the shop, you can still take advantage of 
our famous service by ordering over the phone (0208 778 4701) 
or by e-mail – please include the word ORDER in the subject line. 
(You can even text 07957428636). While we're on the virtues 
of the virtual, why not follow the shop's adventures via www.
kirkdalebookshop.com or twitter (@kirkdalebooks) and Facebook. 

We are also able to supply e-books. A website called 
www.hive.co.uk has been set up to combine virtual and 
traditional book shopping. Out of every purchase made 
on Hive, a very small proportion goes to the nearest local 
independent bookshop. Prices compare favourably with those 
offered by a certain discredited website. However you decide 
to be in touch, we look forward to it.
Geraldine Cox and staff

kirkdale Bookshop
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Experience a family trip along the Amazon, the world’s 
largest and most biologically diverse river. Learn about exotic 
creatures including mysterious pink dolphins, piranhas and 
anacondas, meet live tetras and stingrays, feel the simulated 
zap of an electric eel and discover the environmental dangers 
facing the Amazon. A mix of hands-on activities, colourful 
artwork, scientific research, and live specimens makes Amazon 
Adventure a fun, interactive experience for visitors of all ages! 
This is a dual language exhibition (English/Spanish). Book in 
advance at www.horniman.ac.uk/amazon Tickets: £3 Child, 
£6 Adult, £15 Family.

Other events coming up: 
Sunday 10 March, in the Pavilion, 10.30am-4pm – Traditional 
New Zealand Basketry. Tickets: £35. Book online or call 020 
8291 020 8291 8686. 
Tuesday 12 March from 6.30-8pm: Bats, a walk and talk. Free. 
Saturday 16 Mar – Sunday 17 March, 11am-3.30pm  
Invention and Discovery: Science Week.
Saturday 23 Mar, 11.30am and 2pm Nature Explorers: Nature 
Trail Welly Walk: (1 hour). Tickets: £2 per child. Buy on day.
Saturday 30 and Sunday 31 March, 10.30-4.30pm Horniman 
Easter Fayre. For full details of all events visit www.horniman.ac.uk 

Horniman Museum
Amazon Adventure: Vicious Fishes and Other 
Riches until 24 November 2013

Murillo & Justino de Neve: 
The Art of Friendship (6 Feb – 19 May 2013)
Dulwich Picture Gallery is transforming its famous “enfilade” 
(suite of rooms formally aligned with each other, a common 
feature in grand European architecture from the Baroque 
period onwards) to evoke a Sevillian church for this 
forthcoming exhibition. In a first for the Gallery, part of the 
permanent collection will be de-installed and the enfilade will 
undergo a period of construction to convert the Gallery’s 
famous space so that Murillo’s works are hung as they were 
originally intended to be seen. Three large-scale lunettes, 
The Dream of the Patrician and his Wife, Faith, or the Church 
Triumphant and The Immaculate Conception (all 1664-65), will 
be at height and inserted into fictive niches. At the end of the 
enfilade, forming the ‘high altar’, Murillo’s The Immaculate 
Conception of the Venerables Sacerdotes (1660-65) will be 
hung, reunited with its ornate baroque altar-frame for the 
first time. 

To coincide with this major show, the Gallery will present 
Murillo at Dulwich Picture Gallery, a special display of 
its own distinguished collection of Murillo paintings, including 
the famous beggar boy paintings, Invitation to a Game of 
Argolla (1665-70) and Three Boys (c. 1670). Both paintings 
have undergone extensive restoration as part of the Bank of 
America Merrill Lynch Art Conservation Project.  

Dulwich Picture Gallery

If you have ever wanted to do a parachute jump here is 
your chance. St Christopher's Hospice is looking for lots 
of adventurous volunteers to take part in a fundraising 
parachute jump, a ‘Tandem Skydive’ from 10,000 feet 
attached to a professional instructor!

The St Christopher’s Parachute Day is taking place 
on Sunday 21 July in Maidstone, Kent. No experience is 
necessary as all training is given on the day.

Community Fundraiser Louise Trott says: “We are really 
excited about this year’s Parachute Day and are hoping to 
make it our biggest day yet with record numbers of jumpers! 
Skydivers raised in excess of £10,000 for us in 2012 so we’d 
like to beat that in 2013”. So if you would like to make a 
thrilling skydive from 10,000 feet get in touch with Louise on 
020 8768 4577 or email l.trott@stchristophers.org.uk – 
who will send you a full information pack and everything you 
need to take part in the experience of a lifetime.

The Sky’s the Limit 
Skydive for St Christopher’s

We really need your support this year to help us raise important 
funds at our biggest fundraising event of the calendar. This 
inspirational event was originally set up by the Langley Park 
Rotary Club to fundraise in memory of a friend. Every two years 
this special event has gained more walkers and support and we 
need your help to make this year the biggest and best yet.

So whether you're walking for someone special, or 
just enjoy a ramble, join us on the 19 May and help St 
Christopher’s to continue to deliver expert palliative care.
Registration now open – please contact :
The Fun Walk Team 020 8768 4584
funwalk@stchristophers.org.uk

St Christopher’s Fun walk  19 May

Visit to Sir John Soane’s Museum 
26 April, 2pm
Sir John Soane RA (1753 –1837) was an English architect who 
specialised in the Neo-Classical style. The son of a bricklayer, 
he rose to the top of his profession, becoming professor of 
architecture at the Royal Academy and received a knighthood in 
1831. His best-known work was the Bank of England (although 
his work there is now largely destroyed), a building which had a 
widespread effect on commercial architecture. He also designed 
Dulwich Picture Gallery which, with its top-lit galleries, was a 
major influence on the planning of subsequent art galleries and 
museums worldwide. Sir John Soane’s Museum in Lincoln’s 
Inn Field comprises his former home and office, and has been 
described as a “crazy labyrinth of art, architecture and history” 
designed to display the art works and architectural artifacts that he 
collected during his lifetime.

Admission free, but donations of £5 are suggested.  
Numbers are limited so please email pattrembath@gmail.
com or sheridanalona@hotmail.com to book your place and 
for travel arrangements.
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Dates for your Diary
If you have a suggestion for a Syd Soc event please call Jackie 
Aldridge on 020 8778 5455.

Thursday March 14 – 10am-2pm Community Clean-up day. 
Make a difference to our High Street by joining in an effort to 
remove fly-posting along Sydenham Road.  See front page for 
details.

Tuesday 26 March – 7.30pm Club 26 invites you to try out 
The Lemon Tree, the newly opened Indian restaurant, at 144 
Sydenham Road.  To reserve your place phone 020 8659 7858 or 
020 8778 0146, and say you are part of Club 26.

Tuesday 9 April – 7.45pm 40th AGM of Sydenham Society in the 
back room of the Golden Lion – see p.6 for details

Friday 26 April – 2pm Visit to Sir John Soane’s Museum – see 
p14 opposite for details

Friday 17 May – Visit to the Brunel Museum Thames Tunnel – 
see p.7 for details.

Tuesday 28 May – Club 26 meets to eat at Gurkha’s restaurant 
at 67 Sydenham Road, tel 020 8778 3222 to reserve your place.

Sydenham wells Park      
Friday 17 May – 8.45pm – Bat Walk. Meet at main entrance in 
Wells Park Road 

Sunday 2 June – 10 am – come to the popular annual Plant Sale 
in Wells Park

SEE3 Markets return
After the very successful Christmas markets further markets are 
being planned: 
Saturday 16 March – Forest Hill Arts and Crafts Market on the 
piazza of Forest Hill Pools. Sunday 24 March, Sunday 28 April, 

yearly cost of membership
Individual (includes partner)  £6.00 per annum
Senior Citizen (includes partner) £5.00 per annum
Postal Member (includes partner) £8.00/£7.00 per annum

Bank details for standing order

Name of your bank/building society 

Address of your bank/building society 

Account Number  Sort Code 

Signed 

Your Name (please print) 

Please pay the Sydenham Society (Lloyds Bank plc, Sydenham Branch, 
Sort Code 30-98-42, Account no. 0524410) the sum of £8/£7/£6/£5 (please delete 
as appropriate) on 5 January each year until further notice.  This replaces any 
Standing Order in favour of the ‘Sydenham Society’.

The Sydenham Society STANDING ORDER
Name 

Address  

 Post code 

Tel day  Tel eve 

Email 

Please return to: Roger Feather, 71 Hall Drive, Sydenham, London SE26 6XL   Tel: 020 8778 4318   Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com

Renewal is due in January.  Postal members are those resident outside SE23 
and SE26 postal areas. Subscriptions can be paid by cheque or Standing 
Order.  Please make cheques payable to The Sydenham Society.

SyDENHAM SOCIETy MEMBERSHIP FORM

!

EVENTS continued

Sunday 26 May and Sunday 30 June – Sydenham “Street 
Food” markets will resume on the last Sunday of the month in 
Station Approach.

kirkdale Retro Market will be on Saturday 20 April at 
Kelvin Grove School.

The Forest Hill Food Fair, organised by the Forest Hill 
Society is held on the first Sunday of each month from 11am 
– 3pm outside Forest Hill Station providing an opportunity to 
buy fresh produce, with unusual and gourmet food stalls.

Local Assemblies
Sydenham Assembly – Thursday 5 March 7pm at the 
Naborhood/Sydenham Centre, Sydenham Road.

Perry Vale Ward Assembly – Wednesday 13 March 7pm at 
Forest Hill School, Dacres Road SE23

Sydenham Community Radio 
Car Boot Sales 2013
Regular car boot sales on the second Sunday of each 
month are planned to start again on Sunday 10 March 
10.00am-1.00pm,  in the Girton Road overflow car park, 
subject to Lewisham granting a license. Potential pitch 
holders may just want to de-clutter their home or pass 
on unwanted gifts. Price per pitch is £10 gross and visitors 
20p. Advance pitch-bookings can be made via info@
sydenhamradio.co.uk.

Over the winter, with support from previous pitch 
holders, Sydenham Community Radio has been exploring 
different ways of enhancing the footfall. If you have any 
ideas or can offer your services, please get in touch.



POSTAL MEMBERS

Abbas Ahmad
Cathy Ashley
Dominic Boyle
Janet Bull
Alastair Dickenson
Miss Mireille Galinou
Mr & Mrs Gibson
Helen Ellis
Kelly Fisher

Susan Hyde
Quetta Kaye
Christine Light
Miss Lilian Mountjoy
Katherine & Henry Norman
Natasha Osunde
Dr Jitna Por
Paul Williams

A warm welcome to the following 
new members:

wELCOME TO NEw MEMBERS

Roger Feather, Treasurer  Tel: 020 8778 4318
Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com

SYDENHAM SOCIETY
NEWS

The Sydenham Mosaic nears completion

www.sydenhamsociety.com
Covering all aspects of local community matters    Member of the London Forum    Member of Civic Voice

Oliver Budd, our artist, has fi nished his major Birmingham Project, 
www.buddmosaics.co.uk and is now fi nishing the tenth of our 
eleven roundels, an image of the Queen’s Hall Electric Theatre, a 
cinema which stood on the site of the present building. Advertising 
‘Future Events’, it depicts the logos of the Sydenham Music Festival 
and The Sydenham Arts Festival. The fi lm theme continues with 
Boris Karloff as ‘the Mummy’, acting as commissionaire!  Flyers 
above the cinema mention former Lewisham residents Leslie 
Howard, well known actor of the 1930s (‘Gone with the Wind’) 
and Norman Long, a popular early radio entertainer whose 
witty songs have recently been re-discovered and performed by 
Sydenham’s songstress, Alex Carter.

The fi nal roundel to be completed centres on the recent 
return of cricket to Mayow Park. The past is echoed by the 
Victorian fountain and the presence of W.G. Grace among the 
spectators; other players and spectators show the diversity of 
today’s local people brought together by a sport. Continuing the 
theme of the present day, some of the recent iconic buildings in 
London such as The Shard, the London Eye and the Gherkin are 
in the background, refl ecting the view of London enjoyed from 
the top of Sydenham Hill. The watercolour for this roundel is 
shown to the right – it will be the next to be completed.

The roundel which shows the Crystal Palace and its 
designer, Sir Joseph Paxton, has already been constructed, and 
has been shaped so that it sits over the corner of a window.

Currently we have raised £46,824 towards the Project, 
which includes recent generous donations from Manns Estate 
Agents and from S.G. Smith. In 2009, the Project was estimated 
to cost £50,000, and we are pleased to announce that it will 
come in within, or under, budget. There is still some way to go 
to reach our £50,000 target, so any contributions from residents 

who would like to donate would be very welcome. 
Although it was not our original intention, we are pleased 

and proud that the cost of the Project is being paid for almost 
entirely by the people of Sydenham. Donations to “The 
Sydenham Mosaic Project” may be made in The Jill Hub, where 
we currently have an exhibition (until 24 March) or c/o 15 
Bishopsthorpe Road, SE26 4NY.  Please make out any cheques 
to “The  Sydenham Mosaic Project". Small donations (suggested 
minimum £5) are also very welcome.

Valerie Kelly & Robert Side and the Sydenham Mosaic 
Committee 020 8778 4775

Members are reminded that subscriptions for 2013 are now 
due. As notified previously, the charge for receiving the 
newsletter by post is £2 per annum in addition to the prevailing 
subscription rate. Postal members who have not already paid 
the increased amount for 2012 and/or 2013 are asked to send 
me payment for the balance and, where appropriate, adjust 
their standing orders for subsequent years.

Many thanks,  

The installation of the Sydenham Mosaic is planned to take place after Rineys, the roadworks' contractors, have completed 
upgrading the area in front of The Sydenham Centre and the Post Office and will probably be in the middle of April.


