
Your neighbourhood voice
www.sydenhamsociety.com

IN THIS ISSUE

New Proposal to rebuild the Crystal Palace • New parking services in Lewisham • Sydenham pedestrian 
improvement scheme – the end is in sight • Profile: Jonathan Kaufman • A new Minister for the Grove

SYDENHAM SOCIETY
NEWS

The Crystal Palace to rise from the ashes? 

Winter 2013

See pages 4 and 5.

Image: courtesy of the Arup Group
New proposal superimposed on the approved Masterplan       



Sydenham Society News  •  Winter 2013

22

Sydenham Society Contacts

LOCAL MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
Jim Dowd MP for Lewisham West and Penge
Tessa Jowell MP for Dulwich and Upper Norwood
c/o House of Commons London SW1A 0AA

LEwIShAM COuNCILLORS
Civic Suite Lewisham Town Hall Catford SE6 4RU
020 8314 6000

Bellingham ward
Alan Hall    Ami Ibitson    Jacq Paschoud

Forest hill ward
Anne Affiku    Alex Feakes    Philip Peake

Perry Vale Ward
John Paschoud    Alan Till    Susan Wise

Sydenham Ward
Chris Best    Liam Curran    Marion Nisbet

BROMLEy COuNCILLORS
Bromley Civic Centre Stockwell Close BR1 3UH
020 8464 3333

Crystal Palace Ward
John Canvin    Tom Papworth

Penge and Cator ward
Peter Fookes    John Getgood    Katherine Bance

SOuThwARK COuNCILLORS
Town Hall Peckham Road SE5 8UB
020 7525 5000

College ward
Helen Hayes    Lewis Robinson    Andy Simmons

Safer Neighbourhood Teams, now known as 
SNT South Clusters are now based at:

Catford hill Police Station 
Room 108, 128 Catford Hill SE6 4PS

Sydenham Ward contact details  
Email: Sydenham.SNT@met.police.uk    Tel: 020 8649 3598

Forest hill ward contact details 
Email: Foresthill.SNT@met.police.uk    Tel: 020 8721 2723

Perry Vale Ward contact details 
Email: Perryvale.SNT@met.police.uk    Tel: 020 8721 2480

In an emergency dial 999
For non-urgent police matters dial 101

For environmental noise nuisance call:
Lewisham Council 020 8314 6000
Bromley Council 020 8464 3333
Southwark Council 020 7525 5000
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The Sydenham Society is an independent group 
representing the interests of local residents. 
Sydenham Society News is non-partisan, 
non-political and non-commercial.  

Chair  
Annabel McLaren
chair@sydenhamsociety.com

Treasurer & Membership
Roger Feather
membership@sydenhamsociety.com
020 8778 4318

Newsletter Editor
Pat Trembath
news@sydenhamsociety.com 
020 8659 4903

Newsletter Design & Layout
Julia East
news@sydenhamsociety.com

Newsletter Copy Editor
Emma Mallinder 

Newsletter Distribution
Pat Trembath
020 8659 4903

Conservation & Planning
Barbara Kern 
conservation@sydenhamsociety.com

Events
Jackie Aldridge
020 8778 5455 
Mob: 07837 838710

Roads & Transport
Ilse Towler
iandj.towler@btinternet.com
020 8778 3743

Local history
Steve Grindlay
localhistory@sydenhamsociety.com
020 8699 6398

Contact Address for post
Sydenham Society
35 Bishopsthorpe Road
Sydenham
SE26 4PA

If there is something you would like the society to tell 
everybody, or a local issue you feel strongly about, please send 
your article, maximum 300 words, to the editor. 
Sydenham Society News is read by many local residents, 
old and new, so please spell out all acronyms and explain 
anything that a newcomer might not understand.  
All articles are subject to editing by the Editorial team.
Email your article to the editorial team at:
news@sydenhamsociety.com or send hard copy to
97 Longton Grove SE26 6QQ.

Disclaimer
The views expressed in articles are those of named contributors and 
should not be regarded as statements of policy of the Sydenham Society.

Want to be kept informed about news and events in SE26? 
If you haven’t already signed up for the Sydenham 
Society e-newsletter, you can do so by visiting 
www.sydenhamsociety.com and forwarding us your email 
address. You’ll then be sent our regular e-newsletter 
packed with local news and information about what’s 
going on in Sydenham and the surrounding area.

ARTICLES PLEASE!

E-NEwSLETTER

The deadline for articles for the next newsletter will be Friday 31 January 2014
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Sydenham’s shame…Kirkdale 
An interesting project under way
In our last newsletter we carried an article about the 
once commercial heart of Sydenham – that part of central 
Kirkdale between the Bricklayers Arms and Willow Way, 
which was pinpointed as an area which had fallen on hard 
times and, to quote the article, “is a mess”. In order to get a 
coherent approach to improving the public realm in this part 
of Kirkdale, there is need for a far-sighted, ambitious and 
inclusive planning framework.

As part of the SEE3 (Portas Pilot) legacy a Neighbourhood 
Planning Group has been set up with the object of involving 
the local community in discussions about local areas in need of 
improvement. Kirkdale is one of two areas identified – the other is 
Forest Hill Town Centre, especially around the station area.

At the beginning of September, twenty local residents met to 
begin the process of putting together ideas about Kirkdale which 
could form a Brief, which we hope could result in Supplementary 
Planning Guidance and form council policy for future developers 
wishing to invest in the area.

A second meeting of the Planning Group in October was 
presented with a proposal. Local resident and practising architect 
Andrew Budd is also a senior lecturer at Kingston University’s 
School of Architecture. Andrew suggested that the Kirkdale 
Project could be part of the coursework for this academic year’s 
post-graduate architecture students and would involve addressing 
issues of place, urban realm, “place making” and possible 
redevelopment potential.  

Students will visit the area at different times of the day to get a 
feel for the place. At the end of the exercise the students will offer 
new ideas for the regeneration of the Kirkdale area. The students 
will also hold initial workshops and consult with the SEE3 Planning 
Group, local residents and traders. The final product will be a public 
exhibition of their ideas, all executed to a professional standard. The 
deadline for delivery is March/April 2014.

The university will facilitate the project, covering all costs. The 
completed documents can then be used in conjunction with a 
SEE3 bid to the Outer London Fund. The good news is that there 
are a dozen bright young architects keen to get involved!  

An initial presentation of ideas will probably take place in 
December and will be to a small group of local people (limited to 
those who have already shown interest in this project) to ascertain 
initial local responses to their ideas.  A subsequent presentation 
will be held in the New Year and will address a wider audience, 

asking for further 
ideas/comments 
to be included 
for the final 
presentation.  It is 
emphasised that 
nothing would 
be finalised until 
March/April, after 
several rounds of 
consultation.

Safer Neighbourhood Teams
With the closure of Sydenham Police Station in 
Willow Way there are new arrangements for the Safer 
Neighbourhood Police Teams, now renamed the 
“SNT South Clusters”. 

Sydenham Ward’s South Cluster Sergeant is PS Amanda 
Ritchie, the dedicated Ward Police Constable is Emma 
Sweetman and the PCSO is Peter Okonji.  They are based at:
Catford Hill Police Station 
Room 108, 128 Catford Hill 
SE6 4PS 
Tel: 020 8649 3598 
Email: Sydenham.SNT@met.police.uk

Remember to dial 999 for emergency or 101 for non urgent 
enquiries.

Sydenham SNT street briefings and drop-in surgeries will be 
organised and advertised locally by PC Emma Sweetman.

The Sergeant for both Forest Hill and Perry Vale Wards South 
Cluster is PS Phillip Moore.

Forest Hill Ward’s dedicated Ward PC is Michael Hill and the 
dedicated PCSO is Amie McCreery. They also work out of 
Catford Hill Police Station and their contact details are: 
Tel: 020 8721 2723 
Email: Foresthill.SNT@met.police.uk

Perry Vale Ward’s dedicated PC is Richard Bailey and the 
PCSO is Mert Cakir.  Also based at Catford Hill Police Station, 
their contact details are: 
Tel: 020 8721 2480 
Email: Perryvale.SNT@met.police.uk

Catford Hill Police Station will operate as a contact point for all 
Wards on Wednesday and Thursday evenings from 7pm to 
8pm and on Saturdays from 2pm to 3pm

An alternative contact point for SNT South Clusters is: 
Sainsbury’s, Bell Green on Wednesday and Thursday evenings 
from 7pm to 8pm and Saturdays from 2pm to 3pm

Details of opening times of other police stations in Lewisham 
with front counters are: 

Catford Police Station 
333 Bromley Road, SE6 4PU 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday from 7am to 3pm  
Thursday and Friday from 2pm to 10pm 

Deptford Police Station 
114 Amersham Vale, SE14 6LG 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday from 7am to 3pm 
Thursday and Friday from 2pm to 10pm 

Lewisham Police Station 
43 Lewisham High Street, SE13 5JZ 
Open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
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On 3 October at a press conference held in the park, Boris 
Johnson, Mayor of London, and Stephen Carr, Leader of 
Bromley Council, confirmed that there was indeed such a 
proposal to which they gave their full support. They confirmed 
that ZRA proposes to erect a full-sized replica of the Crystal 
Palace and provide sufficient funds to execute the plan at a total 
cost of £500m. The building would be the size of five football 
pitches and up to six storeys high.

Since 3 October there has been an outpouring of comment 
in social media and in the press trying to establish whether the 
advent of the ZRA proposition is good for the park, the people 
and the local economy, possibly even the London economy.  

Many issues have been raised.  Will the traffic generated by 
this huge enterprise swamp local road, rail and bus transport? 
Will there be sufficient public access to the amenities on offer? 
Is the building simply too large for the modern built-up environs 
and why repeat a design which was cutting-edge in the mid-19th 
century when we are well into the 21st? What will be on offer in 
the commercial elements needed to sustain such a building?  It 
is known a hotel is planned and, initially, a car park for 3000 cars 
was mentioned, although this figure looks likely to be revised 
downwards. 

However, there seem to be many obstacles in the way of 
making the proposition work – not underestimated by ZRA. 
For example: traffic congestion, the scale of the development 
and its impact on local businesses, various legal protections on 
the Palace Terrace (the 1990 Crystal Palace Act) and critically for 
many, the loss of green space, designated as Metropolitan Open 
Land following a Public Inquiry.  It is understood that the required 

transport and environmental assessments have been underway 
since earlier this year.

Also, not included within the existing timetable (planning 
application late 2014, to be on site early 2015) is the need to 
amend the Crystal Palace Parliamentary Act 1990 and the factor 
of a likely call-in for a public inquiry.  The timetable, the GLA 
admits, is tight and will only be achieved with a fair wind.  In 
essence, they anticipate a much longer period before any soil is 
turned, even if there is no major opposition to the plan.

Arup are appointing a professional Community Engagement 
Team and a massive consultation process is scheduled to begin 
before the end of this year.

In the meantime, the question remains: is the park still 
on course to get £7.5 million from the Heritage Lottery Fund 
and others (the GLA 10-point park improvement plan), with 
potentially more in the pipeline from a variety of sources? This 
momentum should not be lost, even though there may be some 
impact from the ZRA proposition.

Following a meeting of its Executive Committee on 16 
October, Bromley announced that an 'exclusivity agreement' 
about Crystal Palace Park has been agreed. The exclusivity 
agreement, which is subject to the council’s call-in procedures, 
will be between the ZhongRong Group and Bromley Council 

New Proposal to rebuild the Crystal Palace
 "Community engagement" to begin before Christmas

Early last summer it became known that the Chinese 
property development company ZhongRong, working with 
Arup (ZRA), was in consultation with the GLA and Bromley 
Council about a proposal to rebuild Joseph Paxton’s Crystal 
Palace (which burnt down in November 1936) on the top 
site of Crystal Palace Park. 

4
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and will be for a period of 16 months, until February 2015.  The 
agreement follows a request by the ZhongRong Group to allow 
time and investment to bring about the detailed plans required 
for a planning application.

In an open letter dated 22 October to the local community 
Mr Ni Zhaoxing, Chairman of the ZhongRong Group, says:

“I want to reassure everyone that a programme of community 
engagement will be starting later this autumn. The planning is 
underway for this and we will set out the details as soon as we can 
in the coming weeks. As I said on the day of the launch the views of 
local people are important to me and I want to hear what you think. 
We have published the outline of the scheme but I recognise the 
desire for more information. Now Bromley Council has entered into an 
exclusivity agreement we can work up the proposals in more detail.

"I also want to emphasise one final point. The Crystal Palace 
holds a special place in the history of your country and in the heart 
of the local community. It was a symbol of imagination, pride and 
national confidence. That brings a special responsibility for me 
and for my company to listen and to learn from local residents as 
we seek to shape the next chapter of this special building. We will 
take that responsibility very seriously.”

For further information and to receive updates, visit: 
www.thelondoncrystalpalace.com 

.

The 1990 Crystal Palace Act provided that: 
'the [Bromley] council for purposes, in connection with the 
provision of an hotel, restaurant, shops, licensed premises, 
leisure facilities, entertainment facilities or other associated uses, 
to lease the land within the relevant part of the park – that is 
only 13 acres of some 200 acres – for a term not exceeding 125 
years and to, grant easements, rights, privileges or licences for 
those purposes in respect of land within the park.'

 The 'relevant part' of the park which could be leased 
for this purpose was defined in the 1990 Act and restricted 
the area of land known as 'the pink land', as set out opposite. 
Further the Act provides that 'Not more than one-half of the 
total area of the pink land may be covered with buildings'.

Bromley Council, as the Planning Authority, cannot grant 
planning permission to the ZRA proposal without the prior 
amendment of the Act – this would be contrary to UK Law. 
This fact begs further questions if the 1990 Act is amended. 
What will happen if the Act is amended but the ZRA proposal 
does not get built, or is built but fails as a commercial 
enterprise?  Will this leave the way open for other major 
developments to come forward for this important site? What 
price Metropolitan Open Land?

Pat Trembath

Open house weekend
The response to our Open House London event was 
staggering, with around 1500 people applying for the 500 
places we had available to view the subway.

Visitors tweeted, posted and Flickr'd their way through 
the weekend and so we have put together a collection of 
some of the images and messages we spotted at http://bit.
ly/191T2i4

There was a brilliant atmosphere in the subway and we 
would like to thank the many volunteers who kindly gave up 
their time and helped to ensure both days ran smoothly. 

Of course we were sorry to have to disappoint those 
people who didn't get tickets. Our limited budget meant 
that in the main we had to rely on social media and word of 
mouth to promote the event. We appreciate we didn't get 
everything right and what we have learned this time can only 
help to make future open days even better.

So that we can keep you posted about future events, 
everyone who contacted us about Open House has been 
added to our mailing list. To join the email list contact: info@
cpsubway.org.uk

Inspired by the Subway
The project is underway with a diverse and enthusiastic 
group of over 20 volunteers. What the group has in common 
is a keen interest in local history and some free time to learn 
new skills. 

On Saturday 19 October, 12 volunteers visited The 
Crystal Palace Museum where director Ken Kiss had 
prepared a presentation of materials relating specifically to 
the subway. This was a great starting point for the group’s 

research into the history. 
Volunteers came away 
with a good sense of 
railway development and 
the need for the High 
Level Station as well as 
how the subway would have been used by visitors to the 
Crystal Palace. However, Ken did bring into question some of 
the descriptions of the subway that are now quoted as fact. 
For example, was it really built by Italian Cathedral bricklayers 
and was it initially for first class passengers only?

Volunteers will shortly begin oral history training that 
will equip them with the skills to record people's memories, 
experiences and opinions about the subway. Interviewing will 
carry on throughout the project with extracts of interviews 
being posted on the Inspired by the Subway website.

Please contact the project if you have any memories 
of the subway, photographs, memorabilia or facts that you 
would like to share. Email inspired@cpsubway.org.uk or visit 
www.inspiredbythesubway.org.uk 
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New Parking Services 
in Lewisham

To help achieve the necessary savings, in 2011 the Council 
decided to close the Parking Shop in Lewisham Town Centre 
and instead, to implement cashless parking throughout the 
borough by removing the pay and display machines. 

By employing current technology, the Council will achieve 
efficiencies in the parking contract and significantly reduce its 
overall costs. When these changes are fully implemented, they 
will save the Council £500k a year.

The closure of the Parking Shop was timed to coincide with 
the beginning of the Council’s new parking contract with NSL. 
As part of the contract’s improvements, all parking services are 
now available online - where, in the first two months of this 
service, 68% of permits have been purchased. 

However, as with any change to service delivery there 
have been some operational teething problems, which have all 
been quickly resolved by the Council and NSL. It is important 
that the Council listens to residents during any changes and they 
have done just that. Following on from residents raising the 
issue of visitors’ parking, a solution was found by providing cash 
payments  facilities at Lewisham Library, which is open 7 days 
a week. The service began on Friday 1 November and those 
permits can also be bought online or by phone.  

Although the parking service 0845 number is non-
geographic and is charged at the local rate, some mobile phone 
users could be charged at a higher rate. Therefore, the service is 
adding 020 8787 5397 as an alternative for its users.

Residents can access the Council’s parking services online 
at www.lewisham.gov.uk/parking, by calling 08452 185 
248 between 9am and 5pm Monday to Friday, by emailing 
lewishamparking@nslservices.co.uk or by writing to PO Box 
209 Lowton way Sheffield S98 1ND.

Cllr Susan Wise, Councillor for Perry Vale Ward and 
Cabinet Member for Customer Services. Tel/Fax: 020 8699 
6520. Cllr_Susan.Wise@lewisham.gov.uk

Reductions in central government funding have left 
Lewisham Council with some difficult decisions to make 
about both its service delivery and provision in many 
areas and parking is no exception.

Sydenham Smiles   
Sydenham has provided some fantastic community 
events. The recent Hallowe’en proved to be the biggest 
yet with some 500 children taking part in the high street 
pageant for trick or treat. Once again there were some 
fabulous costumes in the competition and I have to say a 
big thank you to the traders and all the volunteers. 

The improvement in the public realm is taking shape 
with the new paving moving onto Kent House corner 
and I hope we will soon be able to complete the works 
in Station Approach. This space will then be part of the 
monthly market providing an arts and crafts offer to add to 
the existing food traders. SEE3 have purchased 20 market 
stalls and have onsite storage. This is helping to provide a 
sustainable market and there is more room for 'bring your 
own' stalls. Visit www.see3.co.uk for more information.

The next Sydenham Assembly will be on Saturday 30 
November at 11am in the Catholic Club in Watlington Grove. 
We will be voting on bids for the Assembly Fund, based on our 
agreed priorities with proposals requested on the areas below.

 1. Bringing the community together – intergenerational 
and intercultural activities at the new TNG site. Events that 
include local groups or those with an elders or youth focus, 
these could include: art, music, drama and sports.  We are 
also looking for ideas for improving communication within 
and between the communities in Sydenham.

 2. Health, well being and community safety – increase 
well being. This includes supporting people to come 
together who cannot get out as much. These activities 
could be based in Sydenham library, TNG or various 
community venues. 

3. Vibrant high street – activities that bring footfall to the 
high street and that could enhance or complement the look 
and feel of the high street. Ideas could include new market 
stalls, initiating a youth market or opportunities to develop 
an evening economy.  

4. Clean and green – help keep Sydenham streets clean 
and appealing. This could include the enhancing of our new 
pavements or greening the high street further. 

5. Transport – assist cyclists and pedestrians.  

Please come along to vote on the various proposals and 
join in the conversation on improving the area. If you have 
some time to help, we are looking for more people to be 
part of the Coordinating Group. You could also take part in 
one of the four SEE3 Action Groups developing initiatives 
for the coming year. 

Chris Best, Councillor for Sydenham Ward and 
Chair of the Sydenham Assembly, Sydenham Town 
Centre Steering Group and SEE3. Tel: 020 8659 6445  
cllr_chris.best@lewisham.gov.uk

The Greyhound
There is no update for the Greyhound. It is understood that 
the Deed of Variation which is required before work on the 
site can recommence is currently being discussed between the 
Council's Legal section and the applicant's solicitor. Lewisham 
advise “that it is difficult to advise specific timescales for the 
conclusion of these discussions. The Council acknowledges the 
level of urgency with this, and so seeks to undertake its role 
in this matter as efficiently as possible. As advised previously, 
the time this will take to conclude will ultimately lie with the 
applicant, who will be required to ensure that all parties with a 
legal interest in the land are signatories to the Deed of Variation.”
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The idea began in the summer of 2004 in a flat commanding a 
view over Cobbs Corner and was inspired by the occupant, an 
architect (a Sydenham Society member), who daily overlooked 
the area and was convinced the public realm could be much 
improved.  Members of the Sydenham Society’s Planning 
and Transport committees joined the architect around his 
dining room table and, over a couple of bottles of wine, ideas 
began to flow.  Sketch drawings were made of the 'Sydenham 
Gateway' (as we called the project) and presented to senior 
officers in Lewisham Council’s Planning and Highways 
Departments in September 2004, who were encouragingly 
enthusiastic.

In November 2004 we issued a Paper entitled 'The 
Sydenham Gateway: An Urban Design Initiative'. The New 
Year 2005 newsletter carried our very first colour centrefold 
which graphically displayed sketches of our ideas.

Ideas are great, but implementing them is costly.  Funding 
the Sydenham Gateway scheme remained a problem. Then 
the Head of Highways, taking on board the Sydenham Society’s 
Gateway initiative, decided that our original scheme should be 
worked up and extended to cover the main area of Sydenham 
Road from Cobbs Corner to Mayow Road. This would enable 
him to make a bid to Transport for London to fund the scheme.

In the Spring 2006 newsletter we were able to report that 
Lewisham Council had secured £130,000 from Transport for 
London to develop and consult on a project arising from the 
Sydenham Gateway scheme and, subject to a further formal 
bid, another £400k was earmarked for the first year’s physical 
work which was due to take place during 2007/2008.

Design work was carried out during 2006 and the 
consultation process began. It was hoped that if successful, 
some work could begin during 2007.

Throughout 2007 a number of public forum meetings 
were held to discuss various aspects of the design and £3m 
funding was secured from TfL to complete the works.  Local 
residents started to look forward to seeing major improvements 
to Sydenham Road.  Meanwhile Lewisham Council agreed to 
fund £300k improvements to Station Approach if ownership of 
the land was transferred to them by Network Rail. 

During 2008, while a second round of consultation 
was taking place, came the news that a year of water main 
replacement would take place. 

In 2009 the gas man cometh – after one year of water 
main replacement, we learned that Southern Gas would be 

replacing the gas mains throughout the length of Sydenham.  
Fortunately, as the TfL funding for the high street improvement 
was ring-fenced, there was light at what seemed an endless 
tunnel of road works and the expectation was that the new 
road improvements would start in August 2010 and be 
completed in August 2011. However, the spanner in the 
proverbial improvement works’ timetable was Southern Gas, 
whose own gas mains replacement timetable overran by six 
months.

Discussions and consultations on the improvement scheme 
continued and were finalised. The Sydenham Society Autumn 
2011 News displayed in its second colour centrefold, the 
detailed plans for the high street improvements.  The transfer of 
Station Approach was still being discussed in the spring of 2012 
but the tendering process was, at last, underway for the main 
contractor who would carry out the Sydenham Road works.

On 17 September last year work began and the wobbly 
roundabout (identified back in 2004 as one of the major 
improvements needed to improve the public realm of 
Sydenham) was finally dug up. The rest, as they say, is history!

As a footnote
Work on replacing the old toilet block with a 21st century “no 
touch flush” unit is still to be carried out, as is the improvement 
to the pavement area at the top of Station Approach at the 
junction with Sydenham Road. This will take place when the 
top part of Station Approach is transferred from Network Rail 
to Lewisham. It is understood that discussions are ongoing and 
we can only hope matters will be resolved shortly.

A current cause of annoyance is the phasing of the 
traffic lights, particularly those on both sides of the railway 
bridge. These are due to be synchronised along with others 
along Sydenham Road so that traffic can proceed at 20mph 
throughout the length of Sydenham Road.

The roundabout has been planted up and 17 trees are being 
planted during November in various pits along the main road.

Rineys are currently working on road improvements 
between Mayow Road and Kent House Road.  An application 
for funding from the Local Implementation Plan 2014 for the 
area between Kent House Road and Bell Green has been 
made, but the outcome of this is not yet known. 

Also planned for 2013, but not part of this project, is 
the replacement of the footbridge over the railway between 
Sydenham and Forest Hill stations.

Sydenham Road Pedestrian Improvement Scheme 
The end is in sight
Nearly nine years ago in the Sydenham Society’s New Year 
2005 News, we announced that throughout the previous 
year members of the Society had been working on a 
comprehensive plan to improve the area from Cobbs Corner 
to Station Approach. The aim was to develop a series of 
ideas proposing the creation of new urban spaces, wider 
pavements, and better and safer pedestrian flows.  
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what a difference a year makes
Just over twelve months ago Rineys demolished the wobbly roundabout at Cobbs Corner. It has now been rebuilt to a 
high standard and planted with low growing hardy flowering shrubs.

Rineys have worked seamlessly throughout the length of Sydenham Road between Cobbs Corner and Mayow Road, digging up and 
relaying the pavements and ramping the crossings. They have removed the awful sheep pens in the middle of the road at Newlands 
Park and Mayow Road and created the new pedestrian phased crossings, put in new traffic lights, and resurfaced the road.

Here are a few 'before' and 'after' pictures to remind local residents of the transformation we have seen taking place before our eyes.

Before After
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Trees planted on the high street…
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you and your family are cordially invited to join us at a special celebration 
to mark the Sydenham Society's 40th birthday at Gurkha's, 67 Sydenham 

Road SE26 5uA, on 26 January 2014, from 2-5pm. Tickets are £12 per head 
for a two-course buffet, a glass of wine and coffee. 

To reserve your place, please send a cheque for £12 (made out to the Sydenham 
Society) to 35 Bishopsthorpe Road SE26 4PA; you can also pay at the Sydenham 

Society's stall at the SEE3 market on Sunday 24 November or Sunday 15 December. 
Places are limited so please book by Tuesday 17 December. 

Save the date – 26 January 2014!

SYDENHAM SOCIETY
40th BIRthDAY

Before After

Sheep pens gone, pedestrians cross unimpeded Smart new road but no thanks to utility companies
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Jonathan Kaufman
SyD SOC MEMBER PROFILE

Jonathan is a writer, teacher, actor, director, Arts Festival 
‘Mastermind’, creator of Spontaneous Productions and member of 
the Sydenham Society

Jonathan came to Sydenham in 2003 and started working 
at Kirkdale Bookshop. He remained at the bookshop for nine 
years and says he owes a debt of gratitude to bookshop owner 
Geraldine Cox, who gave support and encouragement to his 
endeavours. After directing ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ at 
the Dolphin in 2008, he decided to develop the idea of an Arts 
Festival for Sydenham, and the first one took place the next 
year. Each year the Festival has become bigger and better, with 
headline acts such as Roger McGough in 2012 and Benjamin 
Zephaniah in 2013. As well as co-ordinating all the other events 
Jonathan has also directed his own theatre productions which 
have run during the festival and all year round. This year’s ‘The 
Remarkable Race of 1913’ in Mayow Park was the culmination 
of Jonathan and brother Julian’s childhood fantasy. It was a huge 
success and it is likely to run again next year.

Jonathan has lived all over South East London, but says 
that Sydenham is “the best place to live” because it has a real 
community-spirit. Jonathan grew up in Romford, Essex, the 
eldest of four children. His parents were involved in amateur 
dramatics in the sixties, and Jonathan and his three siblings 
were encouraged to embrace the arts. He calls his parents 
“inspirational” and it is significant that all four family members 
are involved in creative pursuits of one sort or another.

Jonathan gained a B.A. Honours degree in Theatre Studies at 
Rose Bruford College in 1993. He ran the Colourhouse Theatre 
in Wimbledon for three and a half years, and was based at the 
Brockley Jack for a further two years. Jonathan taught English in 
Secondary Schools for five years, but more recently has taught 
Creative Writing to adults at Community Education Lewisham. 
Jonathan is largely self-taught as a director and has directed about 
66 shows, many of them original pieces, since 1994!

This prodigious output is the result of being unable to “sit 
and do nothing”. Jonathan works best in the mornings, sitting in 

bed with his laptop, and becomes motivated when he has 
a deadline to meet. A tag line for his company is ‘innovative 
theatre in unexpected places’. Some of his productions have 
been in unusual locations, such as the Millennium Green for 
‘The Wind in the Willows’ and ‘The Jungle Book’, and Zanzibar 
Nightclub for ‘Bouncers’. Jonathan says this has been out of 
necessity but the pieces were designed to be site-specific, 
which is why they worked so well.  Ideally he would like a 
permanent performance space. 

Arguably the Christmas productions have been the most 
controversial. There was a Christmas Grotto with a salacious 
and degenerate Santa, and last year the Hub in Sydenham saw 
‘The National Museum of Luketia’, which was puzzling to many 
people. Jonathan says that he is fascinated by Kafka and the dark, 
surreal and anguished world he inhabited. Some of his theatre is 
intended to bemuse, confuse and give pause for thought. Next 
year, Jonathan is planning a community musical to chime with 
events marking the anniversary of the start of World War I. The 
ideas are already flowing in. Whatever develops, with Jonathan at 
the helm, simply expect the unexpected. 

Sue Grindlay
This is the nineteenth in a series of articles on members of the 
Sydenham Society. If you would like to be featured in this series, 
or know someone whose views would be of interest to other 
members, please contact Sue Grindlay on 020 8699 6398 or  
email her – sue.grindlay@gmail.com

Paddy Power
Disappointingly, and despite a strong objection to the Licensing 
Committee, Paddy Power was granted a gaming licence on 
16 October for 89 Sydenham Road, which was previously 
the Wimpy Bar, designated as a restaurant. Current planning 
laws allow A2, A3 and A4 units to be used for the purposes of 
betting without the need of planning permission for a change of 
use, and there is very little that can be done to limit the number 
of such premises in core shopping areas.

In the Sydenham Road core shopping area (Silverdale 
to Mayow Road) there are now no pubs and only two 
restaurants with A3 designations. With Paddy Power being 
given permission to trade, there will be four betting shops. 
This seems disproportionate, particularly in an area which has 
identified the need to build an evening economy.

No need to get caught short
Chef’s Delight in Sydenham Road has signed up to the 
Sydenham Community Toilet scheme. If you feel the need 
to 'go', you can pop into Chef’s Delight and use their facilities 
without any feeling of obligation.
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The Library continues to be well used. Over eighty children 
enrolled in the 'Summer Reading Challenge' where they had 
to read six books, and tell the librarians about each book. 
Forty-one of them finished and received a certificate at their 
school.

The Library’s 109th birthday was celebrated on Saturday, 
28 September, with a birthday party attended by Councillors, 
volunteers, friends, library users, and some of those taking 
part in our 'Library and Local History' project. We started with 
tea and cakes, and ended with a fantastic buffet provided by 
Trattoria Raffaele.

Also on 28 September, 41 teenagers from the 'National 
Citizens Service powered by The Challenge Network' visited the 
Library and Home Park Community Garden. They enlarged the 
pond in the community garden and worked on the greenhouse 
and potting benches. In the library they painted a large design 
which had been sketched for us by Lyn Watkins, the Sydenham 
Arts Festival’s Artist in Residence. This still needs to be completed, 
so we would love to hear from any aspiring artists.  The teenagers 
also cleared the flower beds outside the library, put some of 
the children’s books in order, and read stories to children. They 
seemed to enjoy themselves and hope to come back next year.

We also celebrated Black History Month on 4 October 
with an evening of music with Jimmy Beckley and his group, 
and Peter Caesar on keyboards.

Currently there is a temporary display of some of the materials 
collected for the library and the local history project, funded by 
the Heritage Lottery Fund.  We are still collecting reminiscences 
and copies of photos from Sydenham residents. If you would 

like to take part by  sharing memories of using the library or 
living in Sydenham, or have any photographs or documents we 
could copy, please contact Sue or Ilse at the library on: 020 8778 
1753 (not Wednesdays or Fridays). Highlights of the local history 
project have included drama workshops led by Lyn and Nevin of 
'StagesUK' and a costume workshop led by Hannah Mochan.

The library’s Christmas event will be on Saturday 14 
December from 10am till 5pm. We will have Santa Claus, stalls 
including a toy stall, raffles and activities. 

The next meeting of Friends of Sydenham Community 
Library will be on Tuesday 26 November, 7-9 pm at the Library, 
210 Sydenham Road SE26 5SE (next to Home Park). Please 
come and support your local library, run by Eco Communities, 
with books supplied by Lewisham and find out about recent 
developments. 

Ilse Towler

News from Sydenham Community Library

It’s mid-October, and the three bats I have been watching 
all summer are still around. They appear at 6.50pm at the 
moment and swoop in and out of the gaps between the 
houses, feasting on the flying insects. I would dearly love 
to know where they roost. I have not yet been able to see 
them in the mornings and I wonder if Byne Road is at the 
very end of their range. Has anyone else seen them?

Spiders are appearing more frequently, both indoors 
and out. They have had time to grow and some are now 
quite alarmingly large.  However, apart from keeping watch 
for the biting False Widow Spider, known to be around in 
the Orpington area, we should welcome our spiders, who 
do a good pest control job for us. Spare those webs for a 
bit and maybe they will catch a fly or two! If you really can’t 
stand them – be kind. Capture them using the glass and card 
method and put them outside. 

Early mornings are a good time to catch the robin’s 
song.  Going outside with your cup of coffee as dawn breaks, 
you may catch a sweet, slightly plaintive song before all the 
other birds start to sing. This is our friend the robin. In Britain 
these birds are popular and I am sure they know it. On the 
continent, where robins have been persecuted in the past 
along with other small birds, the robins are skulking birds, 

seldom seen. Not so here!  Friend robin, particularly if you 
help him or her by disturbing the soil, will often come quite 
close to humans.  

Woodlice, other garden friends, seem to be quite active 
at the moment. My flat used to have a lot until I got one of the 
floors sealed around the edges, but I have had some indoors 
in recent weeks. These are good creatures, even if their name 
is not very pleasant to our ears, so we should let them live in 
peace. If you don’t like them inside, please rescue them (the 
glass and card method works for them as well as for spiders 
and butterflies) and put them outside where they belong.

Today, 10 October, is our first real Autumn day. What 
will the winter hold for us?  Whatever it does, our wildlife will 
provide interest and company for us as it always does – we 
just need to notice it.  As we run up to Christmas, keep an eye 
out on misty mornings for spiders’ webs, hung with jewels of 
moisture. Fungi appear at this time of year, you may see some 
in your own garden as it gets damper. But don’t eat any – keep 
safe. The autumn colours are also spectacular, why not visit a 
local park and check out the trees. While you are there, maybe 
collect a few conkers, they are very beautiful when first opened - 
shiny and deep brown. Whatever you do this Autumn, enjoy it.

Ceinwen Sanderson

Nature Notes 

Sydenham Library costume workshop
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The official opening of the two refurbished tennis courts 
in Wells Park took place on a lovely autumn day on 
Tuesday 29 October. Cllr Susan Wise, Cabinet Member for 
Customer Services, made a speech and cut the red ribbon 
and Glendale provided a marquee with refreshments and 
sandwiches. Also present were David Golton from the 
Marathon Trust and Cllrs Chris Best and Liam Curran. 

The park has received the Green Flag award for another 
year following an unannounced visit by the judges.

Nature’s Gym volunteers have been working in the 
Nature Reserve in the park. If you are interested and would 
like to join the scheme, please get in touch either by email: 
Lewisham.gov.uk/nature’s-gym/getinvolved or by phoning 
Greenscene on: 020 8314 2047

Iris Humphreys continues to lead the Healthy Walk every 
Tuesday throughout the year and all are welcome.  Meet 
at 11.00 am by the duck pond – nearest gate is in Longton 
Avenue opposite Ormanton Road.

The Sydenham Wells Park Improvement  Group hold 
meetings  four times a year in the maintenance hut by Wells 
Park Road entrance. If you are interested in working to 
improve the park and would like to get involved, please phone 
Monika on the number below.

Monika Mitchell, Chair, Sydenham Wells Park Improvement 
Group. Tel: 020 8659 6868

Sydenham wells Park News
With autumn arriving, the leaves on the trees in Mayow 
Park are turning from green to autumn shades. General 
park maintenance by Glendale continues and the park 
keeper has been busy with some horticultural work. 

Until September, local volunteers looked after the orchard 
extremely well, with weekly watering and weeding. They have 
now stopped for winter. There will be an orchard workday 
in November and next year should see some fruit ready for 
harvesting. 

On 19 October we held the Three Orchards Walk 
community event, celebrating our local fruit trees. Over 20 
visitors came to Albion Millennium Green, Mayow Park and 
the Sydenham Garden de Frene Road site. In Mayow Park 
volunteers gave out leaflets detailing our fruit trees and there was 
a toast to the orchard. There was even an opportunity to have 
a go at apple bobbing! Quinces harvested by Tim Lund were 
available and he explained about this unusual autumn fruit. Steve 
Grindlay made us feel very proud of the park with an interesting 
talk about its history.

The latest news about the Pavilion is promising. After 
many delays and unexpected problems, the building repairs 
are nearing completion and the sports changing facilities are 
being installed. The plumbing and sewerage will have to 
wait for Thames Water to dig a new sewer system to link 
the Pavilion with the main sewers under Mayow Road. All 
building works should be complete by spring and Lewisham 
officers are planning to arrange an open afternoon for anyone 
interested in putting in a bid to run a cafe.

Sadly, we say farewell to the bowls club, but if funding bids 
are successful for a full-time sports development officer, the 
bowls green could become a sporting facility for the community. 
The tennis courts continue to be well used and the two home 
cricket teams will continue at Mayow Park next season. All these 
opportunities could make Mayow a local sports hub.

Alona Sheridan (Chair Friends of Mayow Park)
Tel: 020 8244 4259. Email: friendsofmayowpark@ymail.com

Mayow Park update 

News from the horniman Museum and Gardens
There’s a feast of festive events and activities this Christmas and 
plenty to entertain the whole family throughout January and 
February at the Horniman Museum and Gardens in Forest Hill.

The Horniman Christmas Fair takes place on Saturday 
7 and Sunday 8 December. Visitors can discover unique 
Christmas gifts, enjoy festive food and join in carol singing on 
the bandstand. Children can also visit Santa in his Grotto on 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays from 29 November to 15 
December to tell him their Christmas wishes and receive a 
special gift. For further information and to buy tickets for Santa’s 
Grotto, please go to: www.horniman.ac.uk

 A new permanent display of keyboard instruments opens 
in the Horniman’s acclaimed Music Gallery in January, focusing 
on keyboards from the past five centuries that were brought 
into homes.  'At Home With Music' brings together highlights 

of the keyboard instrument collections from the Horniman and 
the Victoria and Albert Museum including organs, harpsichords, 
pianos and clavichords.

 February sees the opening of 'Extremes', our new family 
friendly exhibition about animals living and surviving in extreme 
environments. There will also be a host of events and activities 
for February half term week. 'After Life', a series of poignant 
photographic portraits of extinct and endangered animals 
preserved in museums, continues until March 2014. The 
portraits, taken by photographer Sean Dooley, bring to life the 
stories of our planet’s lost and fading species.

 More information on our winter activities and events, 
including our Christmas and February Half Term programming, 
adult courses and family and weekend sessions can be found at 
www.horniman.ac.uk
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The welcome is always warm at the Sydenham Film club, 
so as the nights draw in, get yourself down to one of 
these great screenings at the Golden Lion Pub

Act of Killing + Discussion 
Thursday 28 November, 7.30pm
(Joshua Oppenheimer, 2012, Indonesia, 115mins)
Described by Werner Herzog as “unprecendented in the 
history of cinema”, Joshua Oppenheimer’s documentary 
really does need to be seen to be believed. 

Shocked to find that members of Indonesia’s notorious death 
squads, who collectively helped kill over one million alleged 
‘communists’ after a 1965 coup, are treated as national 
heroes, Oppenheimer set out to explore how they had 
helped create this myth. Centred around former death squad 
leader Anwar Congo and his friends, it offers a completely 
new approach to film-making: Oppenheimer asked them 
to make short films, in a variety of genres, depicting their 
crimes. The result is as bizarre as it is shocking and the banality 
with which the protagonists relay their crimes provides an 
unsettling insight into the dangerous lasting effects of a culture 
of impunity. This is a film not to be missed. 

Female Trouble 
Thursday 19 December, 7.30pm + Film Club Christmas Party!
(John Waters, 1976, US, 89mins)
The incomparable Divine stars as Dawn Davenport in what 
is surely the best Christmas film ever made. When Dawn 
doesn’t get the Cha Cha heels she wants for Christmas she 
runs away, gets pregnant and finally, famous. Life will never 
be the same again. 

Directed by John Waters and starring Mink Stole, David 
Lochary and Edith Massey, this camp critique of celebrity 
culture is the Dreamlanders at their best. There’s no better 
way to begin the festive season. Not convinced? There’ll also 
be free mince pies and festive treats. 

Website: www.sydenhamfilmclub.org 
Facebook: sydenhamfilmclub  Twitter: @SydFilmClub 
Email: Info@sydenhamfilmclub.org

After a year long vacancy 
following the retirement 
of the Rev. Brenda Morton 
the members of the Grove 
Centre Church were 
delighted to welcome the 
Rev. Louise Polhill as their 
new minister on Saturday 
12 October. 

Representatives from both 
the United Reformed Church 
and the Baptist Association 
took part in the induction 
service which was led by 
the Rev. Steve Calder.  Sir 
Steve Bullock the Mayor of 
Lewisham attended together 
with members and clergy 
from churches in Sydenham and Forest Hill, representatives from 
Voluntary Services Lewisham and Lewisham Plus Credit Union. 
The congregation was also swelled by members and friends 
from Louise’s home church in Wales, where she was recently 
ordained.  It was standing room only as some 180 people joined 
in a joyous and memorable service. 

Louise grew up in Cardiff where she was taught in a Welsh 
speaking school. After completing her studies she worked as a 
library assistant and then for seven years in the Parliamentary 
Service of the National Assembly for Wales. 

Drawn by differences she saw in her Christian friends, she 
spent many months arguing and exploring faith before making her 
commitment at the age of eighteen and settling in at the Calvary 
Baptist Church. Becoming involved with all aspects of church life 
led her to study at the South Wales Baptist College where she 
sensed a clear call to the ministry. Her studies continued at the 
Northern Baptist Learning Community in Manchester and finally 
as Minister in Training at Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church. She 
has served as a Street Pastor, worked in a food bank and has a 
level 2 qualification in British Sign-Language.

Louise says, "I have a passion for people especially in 
relation to outreach and pastoral care. I believe churches 
must be caring communities which offer support to both their 
members and those in the local community." 

After meeting her and hearing her preach, the members 
of the Grove Centre Church were unanimous in their decision 
to ask her to be their minister and delighted that she accepted.

Avril Sydee

Sydenham Film Club 
winter screenings

A new Minister for the Grove

Microchipping at the RSPCA
An early morning queue forms outside the RSPCA charity 
shop in Sydenham Road to take advantage of their regular 
free microchipping events. These events include a free health 
check, discounted flea and worm treatments and vouchers 
for free cat neutering and discounted dog neutering. 
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Christmas dates for your diary 
St Christopher’s Christmas Festival will be held on Saturday 
30 November, 11am-3.30pm, in the Hospice grounds in the 
Education Centre. Adults £1, children free. The festival will feature 
lots of stalls selling lovely Christmas gifts, cards, bric-a-brac and 
festive food and drink. There will also be attractions, prizes to be 
won, entertainment and even Santa himself!  
Trattoria Rafaele Artisan Christmas Market will take 
place on Sunday 1 December, 10.30am-3.30pm. There will be 
Christmas gifts, artisan breads, mulled wine, preserves, mince pies 
and a lucky dip for children.
horniman Christmas Fair takes place on Saturday 7 and Sunday 
8 December. Visitors can discover unique Christmas gifts, enjoy 
festive food and join in carol-singing on the bandstand. Children can 
also visit Santa in his Grotto on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays from 
29 November to 15 December, tell him their Christmas wishes and 
receive a special gift.  For further information and to buy tickets for 
Santa’s Grotto please go to www.horniman.ac.uk.
Alexandra Nurseries Christmas Fair will take place on 
Saturday 7 and Sunday 8 December. There will be lots of 
independent local makers selling original handmade gifts & seasonal 
food and drink. Also on offer will be: mulled wine, cheeses and 
mince pies. And of course Christmas trees!
Sydenham Garden is holding three festive events at Sydenham 
Garden, 28a Wynell Road on Tuesday 10, Wednesday 11 & 
Thursday 12 December from 3.30pm-5pm. There will be lots 
of fun activities including table decorating, warming drinks and 
refreshments, roasting chestnuts on an open fire and there’s 
always the possibility of Father Christmas himself making an 
appearance. Entrance £1, concession 50p.
Sydenham Community Library Christmas event will be 
on Saturday 14 December, 10am-5pm. Santa Claus, lots of stalls 
including a toy stall, raffles and other activities. 
A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens. Saturday 14 
December at St Bartholomew’s Church, 8pm. Spontaneous 
Productions and Kirkdale Bookshop present a staged reading, 
with music, of Dickens' ghostly seasonal classic, featuring a cast 
of professionals including Michael Coghlan as Ebenezer Scrooge.
Tickets £10, available from Kirkdale Bookshop. Tel: 020 8778 
4701. Not suitable for young children.

yearly cost of membership
Individual (includes partner)  £6.00 per annum
Senior Citizen (includes partner) £5.00 per annum
Postal Member (includes partner) £8.00/£7.00 per annum

Bank details for standing order

Name of your bank/building society 

Address of your bank/building society 

Account Number  Sort Code 

Signed 

Your Name (please print) 

Please pay the Sydenham Society (Lloyds Bank plc, Sydenham Branch, 
Sort Code 30-98-42, Account no. 0524410) the sum of £8/£7/£6/£5 (please delete 
as appropriate) on 5 January each year until further notice.  This replaces any 
Standing Order in favour of the ‘Sydenham Society’.

The Sydenham Society STANDING ORDER

Name 

Address  

 Post code 

Tel day  Tel eve 

Email 

Please return to: Roger Feather, 71 Hall Drive, Sydenham, London SE26 6XL   Tel: 020 8778 4318   Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com

Renewal is due in January.  Postal members are those resident outside SE23 
and SE26 postal areas. Subscriptions can be paid by cheque or Standing 
Order.  Please make cheques payable to The Sydenham Society.

SyDENhAM SOCIETy MEMBERShIP FORM

!

EVENTS

SEE3 Sydenham Christmas Market and Extravaganza 
will be held on Sunday 15 December in 
Venner Square and Station Approach from 10am-4pm. There 
will be food, arts and crafts stalls with lots of ideas for fun and 
unique Christmas gifts. Watch the Sydenham Christmas tree 
illuminations and join in with the carol singers. There will be 
plenty for children to do, with kids’ decoration making, lots of 
music and even a visit from Father Christmas on his sleigh. 

An evening of Christmas music and carols with The Elm 
Singers in aid of Sydenham Garden, which will take place at St 
Michael and All Angels Church, Champion Crescent, SE26 4HH 
on Friday13 December at 7.30pm. Everyone is welcome.

Syd Soc event dates
wednesday 27 November – Club 26 meets to eat at long-time 
favourite Italian restaurant, Trattoria Raffaelle in Sydenham Road. 
Phone: 020 8778 7272 to book your place and mention that you 
are part of Club 26.
wednesday 4 December – visit to William Morris Museum 
(voted 'Museum of the Year 2013') at Walthamstow. Meet at 
Sydenham Station at 10am to catch the Overground, changing to 
the Victoria Line at Highbury and Islington. Cost £7 includes guided 
tour. Contact jacquelinealdridge@gmail.com to book your place. 
Sunday 26 January – Sydenham Society celebrates its 40th 
anniversary at Gurkha’s – see page10 for details.
Tuesday 11 February – 7.45 pm at the The Golden Lion Pub, 
Sydenham Road. 'Bankruptcy, Nepotism and Smoke: the early 
years of St Michael and All Angels Church, Lower Sydenham.' 
A talk by Tim Walder. The church has just celebrated its 150th 
Anniversary and this illustrated talk features the untold story of the 
early years of the church and the local area, with previously unseen 
materials and images of the lost building from the church safe.
February 25 February – 7.30pm Club 26 meets to eat at 
That’s Amore, Kirkdale. Please book your place on 020 8291 
2901 and mention that you are part of Club 26.  
Tuesday 4 March – 7.45 pm at The Golden Lion Pub, 
Sydenham Road. Local Historian, Steve Grindlay, will talk about life 
in Sydenham during the two world wars, including the local WW2 
bombings (more details in our next newsletter).



Chima Anya & 
    Chantelle Frederick
Edward Blyden
Faiga Button
Tiziana Caroli
Annabel Champion
Barbara Dow
Helen Ford
Alyne Godfrey
Gareth Gwynne

Donald Harris
Verena Hewat
Edmund Heyes
Helen & Robert Holden
Kirsty Juby
Jonathan Kaufman
Maria Kheirkhah
Oliver Lewis-Jones
Anna Lovely
Sacha & Guy Marsh

A warm welcome to the following new members:

wELCOME TO NEw MEMBERS

SYDENHAM SOCIETY
NEWS

www.sydenhamsociety.com
Covering all aspects of local community matters    Member of the London Forum    Member of Civic Voice

Members are reminded that subscriptions for 2014 will be due in January. I am in the process of contacting those members who have 
not yet renewed for 2013. If you are not sure whether you have paid for 2013, please let me know. Many thanks, Roger Feather, 
Treasurer. Tel: 020 8778 4318 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com

Vicki Minchin
Alix Mortimer
J D Noel
Lois Pallister & 
    Reginald Searle
Emma J Passmore
Mike Pike
Jane Pullen
Xandi Rae
Dorothy Richard-Evans

Sue Riley
Lisa Seaburne-May
Jan Stockwell & 
    Craig MacDonald
Laura & Andy Tough
Linda Tran
Mark Vaughan
Pippa Willshire
Deborah Wilson
Pia Zrim

All hallows’ Eve in Sydenham high Road
The air was thick with excited shrieks as troops of ghouls, ghosts and long-legged beasties marched their parents up and 
down the high street in search of tricks or treats. Between 200 and 300 adults and children from as far afield as Bromley 
took part in the annual Halloween Trail in Sydenham, with 36 traders joining in the fun and handing out the treats. The Cake 
Store excelled once again, baking special Halloween cupcakes and biscuits. Party Daze gave away over 150 balloons and 
Kirkdale Bookshop handed out attractive bookmarks to the eager gatherers.

After the Trail came the fancy dress competition in the 
Sydenham Centre. 150 children gathered to have their 
moment of glory on stage as their parents crossed their fingers. 
The standard was exceptionally high this year with costumes 
that included a zipped face, an adorable spider and a swarm of 
zombies – including a Little Red Riding Hood zombie: scary! 
The judges were faced with some difficult decisions.

There were three categories of the competition with very 
special prizes. The winning medals donated by Classic Trophies 
were amazing, as were the large boxes of treats donated by the 
Co-operative Food store.  The newly elected Young Mayor and 
Deputy Young Mayor were on hand to present the winners 
with their prizes. 

The event is growing bigger every year. Many thanks to all who 
helped with the night – without you this could not happen; to 
the traders who stoically faced the rampaging bairns and, last 
but not least, Lewisham Council for printing the posters.    

Heather Mallinder


