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Three months ago the Sydenham Society launched the 
“Rebuild the Greyhound Pub” campaign, aimed at getting 
the developer to rebuild the pub and for our council to do 
everything in its power to bring matters to a head. September's 
Sydenham Assembly meeting agreed to refer the issue to the 
Mayor and Cabinet meeting on 1 October. As a result of this, 
a legal letter was sent to the owners giving them 14 days to 

get back on site or provide a timetable for completion. At the 
subsequent Mayor and Cabinet meeting on 22 October, it was 
reported that a reply had been received in which the developer 
stated “his intention to get back on site”. Kath Nicholson, 
Lewisham’s Head of Law, welcomed the letter but stated that 
“the legal foot would not come off the pedal”

The convoluted planning history of this site is long and drawn 
out. The pub was originally expected to be completed by mid 
2012. But between January and March 2012, the owners began 
to substantially demolish the building (leaving only the front wall) 
and girders were inserted into the roof space in what appeared 
to be an attempt to insert flats into the upper floor. This was in 
contravention of the existing planning consent and the council 
took the owners to court in March 2013, where they pleaded 
guilty and were fined. 

Since then progress has been at a standstill as the parties 
involved failed to agree the terms of the final deed of variation. 
Attempts to kick start that process have constantly fallen down 
on a single issue – a refusal by the developer to provide a 
timetable to rebuild. The company which owns the rights to 
the Lease on the commercial premises to the rear and side of 
the pub has tenants eager to move into the retail units but they 
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Campaigners outside the town hall before October's Mayor & Cabinet meeting

The remains of the Greyhound, with the new mural on the rear wall

We could at last be nearing the end of the seven-
year debacle of the Greyhound lying in ruins 
at the entrance to our town centre. That’s the 
message coming loud and clear from Lewisham 
Council who have threatened the owners of the 
Greyhound site with high court action if they 
don’t get back on site and rebuild the pub. This 
threat now appears to have produced results. 
Two weeks after sending a legal letter, John 
Miller, Head of Planning wrote to the Sydenham 
Society to tell us that the developers "are in the 
process of submitting detailed plans, a detailed 
Schedule of Works and an s96A application with 
the intention of completing the development by 
April of next year". (An s96A application allows 
the council to approve variations to the existing 
planning permission without having to go back 
to a planning committee.)  
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Sydenham Society Contacts

LOCAL MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
Jim Dowd MP for Lewisham West and Penge
Tessa Jowell MP for Dulwich and Upper Norwood
c/o House of Commons London SW1A 0AA

LEWISHAM COuNCILLORS
Civic Suite Lewisham Town Hall Catford SE6 4RU
020 8314 6000

Bellingham Ward
Alan Hall    Ami Ibitson    Jacq Paschoud

Forest Hill Ward
Peter Bernards    Maja Hilton    Paul Upex

Perry Vale Ward
John Paschoud    Alan Till    Susan Wise

Sydenham Ward
Chris Best    Liam Curran    Rachel Onikosi

BROMLEy COuNCILLORS
Bromley Civic Centre Stockwell Close BR1 3UH
020 8464 3333

Crystal Palace Ward
Angela Wilkins    Richard Williams

Penge and Cator Ward
Katherine Bance    Kevin Brooks   Peter Fookes

SOuTHWARk COuNCILLORS
Town Hall Peckham Road SE5 8UB
020 7525 5000

College Ward
Jon Hartley    Helen Hayes    Andy Simmons

Community Police Teams
Community Police contact non-emergency numbers for 
Lewisham have all changed to 0300 123 1212

In an emergency dial 999
For non-urgent police matters dial 101

For environmental noise nuisance call:
Lewisham Council 020 8314 6000
Bromley Council 020 8464 3333
Southwark Council 020 7525 5000
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The Sydenham Society is an independent group 
representing the interests of local residents. 
Sydenham Society News is non-partisan, 
non-political and non-commercial.  

Chair  
Annabel McLaren
chair@sydenhamsociety.com

Treasurer & Membership
Roger Feather
membership@sydenhamsociety.com
020 8778 4318

Newsletter Editor
Pat Trembath
news@sydenhamsociety.com 
020 8659 4903

Newsletter Design & Layout
Julia East
news@sydenhamsociety.com

Newsletter Copy Editor
Emma Mallinder 

Newsletter Distribution
Pat Trembath
020 8659 4903

Conservation & Planning
Barbara Kern 
conservation@sydenhamsociety.com

Events
Jackie Aldridge
020 8778 5455 
jacquelinealdridge@gmail.com

Roads & Transport
Ilse Towler
iandj.towler@btinternet.com
020 8778 3743

Local History
Steve Grindlay
localhistory@sydenhamsociety.com
020 8699 6398

Contact Address for post
Sydenham Society
35 Bishopsthorpe Road
Sydenham
SE26 4PA

If there is something you would like the society to tell 
everybody, or a local issue you feel strongly about, please send 
your article, maximum 300 words, to the editor. 
Sydenham Society News is read by many local residents, 
old and new, so please spell out all acronyms and explain 
anything that a newcomer might not understand.  
All articles are subject to editing by the Editorial Team.
Email your article to the Editorial Team at:
news@sydenhamsociety.com or send hard copy to
97 Longton Grove SE26 6QQ.

Disclaimer
The views expressed in articles are those of named contributors and 
should not be regarded as statements of policy of the Sydenham Society.

Want to be kept informed about news and events in SE26? 
If you haven’t already signed up for the Sydenham 
Society e-newsletter, you can do so by visiting 
www.sydenhamsociety.com and forwarding us your email 
address. You’ll then be sent our regular e-newsletter 
packed with local news and information about what’s 
going on in Sydenham and the surrounding area.

ARTICLES PLEASE!

E-NEWSLETTER

The deadline for articles for the next newsletter will be Friday 6 February 2014
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Greyhound continued…

will not sign until they see a timetable. They point out that no 
retailer will commit to move in until the pub is completed. 
And they are distrustful that the developer won't build even if 
the deed of variation is signed. Hexagon Housing, who own 
the flats to the rear, desperately want to see progress, since 
their residents state that access to their homes is through a 
rapidly deteriorating building site. Meanwhile, traders running 
shops near the Greyhound complain that business is suffering 
due to lack of footfall. 

All eyes are now on the developer. In the last two months 
the campaign committee has held meetings with a number of 
experienced pub operators who are keen to purchase or rent 

the site and to run a pub with a restaurant. There is therefore 
no sensible commercial reason for the developers to delay 
and we are hopeful that they will carry out their duty to this 
community by getting back on site and avoiding a lengthy and 
costly high court action. A pub and two new retailers operating 
on this site will bring jobs and commercial life to this part of the 
high street as well as reinstating a much-loved local landmark 
welcoming people to our area. Cllr Chris Best has stated that 
she wants to report to the next Sydenham Assembly meeting 
on 6 December that work is progressing on site. Let us hope 
that she is able to do so.
Barry Milton

The Greyhound’s last race

Purelake “the Developer” has left a dirty puddle,
Where once a classic pub stood – now lies a muddle.

The Greyhound Pub is looking dowdy,
Making Sydenham’s Society very rowdy.

Cobb’s Corner, entry to our centre,
No longer quite the place to venture.

Ruins, weeds, a temporary fence
Where once we tarried, now we get hence!

 Where Mary Portas engineered a way in –
A million (total) granted, but spent in vain.

As the Gateway site is garrotted,
Illegally changed from that allotted.

The proud Greyhound is now a runt,
Despoiled by greed and a developer’s punt.

Give us back our pub we say
Not tomorrow but today!

                                                                       Peter Somers

The Shop Revolution Marketplace 
is opening at 167 Sydenham Road

The Shop Revolution Marketplace is the new venture 
by Louise Brooks, responsible for delivering the pop 
up shop scheme for SEE3.  

This new model of business will see independent 
traders 'popping up' for months at a time according to 
seasonality and retail trends. The first traders will be Aga's 
Little Deli who will be providing a cheese counter in the 
run up to Christmas, and Miss Victoria's Floral Emporium.

The space will also have a permanent coffee shop, 
sell groceries from local producers and sellers, and gifts 
from local designers and makers. Many of the traders 
are from the network developed through the pop up 
shop scheme, so you may already recognise them from 
the high street. The business will also feature a series of 
curated workshops, family events and evening events. 

In the run up to Christmas, locals can pop in for 
Christmas story-telling and face painting on 6 Dec, sign up 
to a wreath making workshop with Miss Victoria's Little 
Emporium on 13 Dec, or pop along for an evening with 
the team from 161 Kirkdale, on Friday 12 December.

Picture quiz
The Fish Market sign appears above the second floor window on the corner of Hunters 
Estate Agents at the junction of Silverdale and 13 Sydenham Road. The postcard dates 
from about 1905. The terrace of 
shops, now 13 to 23 Sydenham 
Road, was built in about 1884 
when the Sydenham Fish Market 
opened at 13 Sydenham Road. The 
Farrance family had previously been 
fishmongers and poulterers at 162 
Sydenham Road near the junction 
with Kent House Road from about 
1867 and they continued trading 
from 13 Sydenham Road until the 
late 1940s. Note that the word 
‘Sydenham’ was removed during the 
war to confuse invading Germans!

Answer to the previous Picture Quiz:
Where is this?

Steve Grindlay
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The next Sydenham Assembly will be on Saturday 6 
December at 2pm in the Sydenham Community Library.  
It would give me great pleasure to be able to announce that 
Purelake are back on site building The Greyhound based on the 
planning permission granted in May 2010. This would resolve the 
issue of one party refusing to sign the Deed of Variation necessary 
following the planning permission granted in April 2013. 

Funding events in Sydenham High Street
SEE3 have been collaborating with Sydenham Arts to provide 
events and activities in the high street alongside Easter, 
Halloween and Christmas.

Funding to enable events on the Sydenham 
Community Library Piazza 
The library piazza will be launched after the Assembly meeting 
with a performance of “This Elf has had enough” followed by 
carols and the lighting of a Christmas tree. This new versatile 
space can hold literary events, provide markets, a café and 
entertainment. It will be a fantastic asset to Lower Sydenham. 

Funding street trees
We have lost a number of street trees and for around £250 
the Council will provide new trees where local groups can 
water and nurture the new trees. The cost includes delivery, 
preparation and planting.  

Support for setting up new residents associations
There are a number of residents associations in Sydenham, but 

we always need more. The aim of this funding is to support 
new residents associations and community groups to bring 
the neighbourhood together and support activities that give 
residents a voice.  

Funding creative work on the rear wall at Station 
Approach
With the completion of the works to Station Approach there is 
a need to make the area as you walk out of the station more 
appealing. Ideas have included street art, an artistic map of the 
area or a notice board. 

Visit the high street on Saturday 13 December to join in our 
Sydenham Christmas Extravaganza.  We will be holding the 
SEE3 Sydenham Christmas market from 11am to 5pm with a 
range of festive offers. From 12 noon there will be free craft 
sessions making Christmas lanterns in the ground floor of The 
Sydenham Centre. Upstairs there will be an afternoon of local 
performances including the Frockettes (www.frockettes.co.uk), 
Gina Watson and a community sing along for you to join in. 
The afternoon will end with Our Lady & St Philip Neri RC 
School brass band playing carols and lighting up the Christmas 
tree in Queensthorpe Square.  

Chris Best, Councillor for Sydenham Ward and 
Chair of the Sydenham Assembly, Sydenham Town Centre 
Steering Group and SEE3, Cabinet Member for Health, 
Wellbeing and Older People. Tel: 020 8659 6445  
cllr_chris.best@lewisham.gov.uk

Sydenham Smiles   

Costs: 
Schools    £273m
Housing benefit   £246m
Council housing   £169m
Capital spend and infrastructure £126m

Revenue:
Income from grants, fees and charges 
(including 30% Council Tax): £120m

Net budget for 2014/5:  £268m 
(From which the Council needs to find £85m in savings). 

The net budget needs to cover funding for care services for 
Lewisham residents. Nearly half the costs will have to pay 
for safeguarding 2000 children at risk and delivering care to 
around 6000 vulnerable adults. 

The Council also has to fund services such as:
Street sweeping, refuse collection and waste disposal. 
Crime reduction and public health. 
Council corporate services, which ensure that everything the 

council does is lawful, co-ordinated, accountable and well run.
There are many pressures on the council’s budget, 

including a fall of 33% in government funding since 2010. 
Also, the government’s programme of public spending 
reduction is only halfway through, so by 2018, Lewisham 
Council will need to have made savings of £195m. 

Lewisham is one of the fastest growing areas in London.  
Our population stands at 286,000 today and is predicted 
to rise to 396,000 by 2037, which will out even greater 
pressure on council services.

To enable residents to have a voice in the Budget 
Challenge, an interactive budget simulator “You Choose” was 
available on the council’s website with many residents taking 
part. Feedback from both the assemblies and the simulator will 
inform councillors of the priorities of Lewisham’s residents. This 
will help when making decisions over the saving proposals.

Councillor Susan Wise, Perry Vale Ward and Chair 
Perry Vale Assembly, Chair Friends of Horniman Museum 
and Gardens. Tel/Fax: 020 8699 6520.  
cllr_Susan.Wise@lewisham.gov.uk

Perry Vale Assembly debates Lewisham’s Big Budget Challenge
Lewisham Council’s budget plans were the main topic for debate at the September Perry Vale Assembly meeting. 
A senior Lewisham officer informed the Assembly that Lewisham Council spends £1.2bn in total in providing services 
to local residents. This is broken down to: 
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Dear Sydenham Society members 
I have a tale to tell of hopes raised, dashed and (with your 
help) raised again. Let me explain.

About two years ago I joined 20 people to volunteer for 
a clean-up of both sides of Sydenham Road from Whites Pet 
Shop to Sydenham Station. I removed over 300 credit card 
sized stickers advertising shop-front repairs that deface nearly 
every shop in the borough. Naively we believed we were 
resetting our high street to clean and tidy and the council would 
then maintain this status... We were so young and so foolish.

Almost immediately more stickers were put up, which I 
started taking down on a weekly basis. I contacted the council 
asking them to remove the stickers and take action against the 
perpetrators’.

Sadly, the council seemed keener to come up with risible 
reasons not to act. My favourite being they couldn't remove 
them in case the shop owners had given permission for their 
premises to be fl y- posted! I offered, if the council would 
compose a suitable declaration, to go and get all owners to 
sign to say they had not given their assent. Nothing happened. 
I knew if the council ignored these little stickers, bigger and 
better fl y-posting would inevitably happen.

Ultimately I sent packages of the stickers removed directly 
to the Mayor, and eventually had a reply saying the borough 
wide fl y-posting was ‘not a priority’. I agree, it’s not a priority 
– it is a minimum basic requirement from our council. Since 
then fl y-posting has exploded, with posters from Lycamobile, 
Fairfi eld Halls, Broadway Theatre, Churchill Theatre, the circus 
and a funfair all appearing.

I decided to address the Lycamobile posters myself.  It took 
me less than a minute to discover the name and email address of 
a director and under fi ve minutes to compose and send an email. 
I got a response in 20 minutes and there has not been a poster 
up since – a coincidence? If I can do this, why can’t the council?

I continue to photograph fl y-posting and email these to 
the council, while removing those posters I can. I know other 
Society members do so too, but some are pasted not taped 
up. I made the ‘postcard’ image to try to shame the council 
into some action, and for the fi rst time copied in the Sydenham 
Society. Suddenly, some of these posters were 
removed – is that a coincidence?

Sydenham is on the brink of developing into the 
brilliant local area it could always have been. We have the 
Arts Festival, new street layout and great new businesses 
opening, but it will all be for nothing if our streets are 
plastered with fl y-posting and stickers.
Thank you for your help.
Jody McLeish

In response, Cllr. Rachel Onikosi, local Sydenham 
councillor and Cabinet Member for the Public 
Realm, responded on 27 October:

 Thank you for your email and for your brilliant efforts 
to remove fl y posters, I do understand your frustrations. I 
and fellow ward councillors also take action and it took me 
almost four minutes to remove one poster some weeks 

back (it might have been the particular adhesive but it didn't come 
off in one hit or take just a few seconds).

However, as previously mentioned, our street cleaners 
have been tasked to remove the posters and I have again 
delivered this message to the appropriate management team.

Thank you for the details regarding Lebra mobile, I will 
ensure that a strong message is communicated to Mr Condon.

Jody received a further response from Rachel on 29 October: 
Thank you for your response. Street cleaners are primarily 

tasked to remove street litter and to ensure that street bins are 
changed regularly to avoid overfl ow.

Although street cleaners have been asked to remove 
fl y posters as they come across them, we do have a street 
removal team who are much better placed to take action here. 
For example, the Love Lewisham application (lovelewisham.
org) currently shows 56 completed reports of fl y poster 
removal since 29 September within Sydenham and 490 
completed reports Lewisham-wide. This demonstrates that the 
Council are taking action to help remove the posters with some 
jobs being completed on the same day they were reported. In 
terms of enforcement action against the known perpetrators, 
work is being done to advise, warn and where appropriate, 
punish repeat offenders. 

The Love Lewisham application (lovelewisham.org) should 
be used to report fl y posting, the enforcement action would 
then be followed up upon receiving the complaint.  Street 
cleaners will do what they can but their focus must be to keep 
the highway free from rubbish and the changing of street bins. 

You are already aware of the issue regarding private 
property and the requirement for the owner of the property 
to be issued with a notice prior to potential Council action. 
Although this presents a delay, the understanding is that in 
the majority of cases the owners will remove the posters 
themselves – street cleaners cannot simply remove them.

[Ed: If all local residents followed the example set by Jody and 
Rachel and removed fl y-posting at the earliest opportunity, our 
local environment would improve markedly. A New Year Resolution 
for Sydenham?]

Love Lewisham? – Say “NO” to fly-posting  
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We would like to respond to concerns expressed on local 
website SE23.com, about the streetscape in Dartmouth Road 
outside Louise House. Local residents commented on the 
lack of attention to overgrown shrubs, rubbish and continued 
use of the deteriorating hoardings left by Willmot Dixon after 
the Forest Hill Pools reopened in September 2012.  

We will definitely consider a temporary solution for making 
the hoardings more attractive. A favourite suggestion, raised 
internally, is to use the children's proposed designs for the 
garden at the back of Louise House.

Regarding the hoardings staying put, we have been hoping 
to start works on Louise House for some time now. We were 
advised that we won the tender in March 2013, but as yet we 
have still not entered into our formal lease with the Council. In 
fact, we are still waiting for a reply to comments made by our 
solicitors to the lease at the beginning of this year.

Although we have tried to chase this with the Council, they 
are very busy. This means we cannot apply to the Conservation 
Officer for permission to dig up the tarmac in the front and back 
gardens (the tarmac itself is listed!), we can’t start any work and we 
are unable even to actively pursue funding opportunities to fully 
accomplish the work.  It has been a frustrating time for us as well.

Removing the tarmac from the front and rear gardens is 
going to require quite extensive and intrusive works involving 
heavy machinery, diggers, rubble removal etc. We are also 
planning to drill piles at stepped levels into the front garden to stop 
subsidence, evidence of which is in the front cracked wall abutting 
the pavement. Hoardings will be required for these works, but as 
we didn’t know when these works could start, we believed it to 
be wasteful to take down the existing hoardings, only to have to 
replace them. We did not think it would take this long.

The possibility of squatters has concerned us. In the spring 

Louise House 
of this year the Council cleared a number of buildings in the area 
of illegal occupants.They were then looking around the area 
for new buildings in which to squat and we have had to call the 
police three times during the spring and summer. Although they 
have not been seen recently, many artists have remained slightly 
nervous about security since there are no bars on the windows, 
and we cannot put these on a listed building without consent.

We did paint the hoarding gates a while ago in an effort to 
make them look better. We will investigate more ways to make 
them more attractive and will continue to work towards a 
future Louise House which no longer requires the hoardings.

We hope to provide information about a programme of 
activities for the next Sydenham Society News.

Reshma Gumani, on behalf of V22

you said, we listened, we did! 
From your Safer Neighbourhood Team

Officers from Sydenham SNT responded to local 
residents' complaints of anti-social behaviour by local 
youths in Wells Park Road, SE26 and the surrounding 
area. Teenagers riding mopeds and quad bikes up and 
down the road at all times of day and night caused the 
nuisance. Officers gathered intelligence to identify the 
vehicles and their drivers and issued Section 59 Warnings, 
which will enable officers to seize the vehicles if the anti-
social behaviour continues.

In response from directions from members of our ward, 
we conducted speed enforcement exercises on some of the 
main roads within Sydenham. This gave us the opportunity 
to educate many motorists to remind them about their 
personal responsibility to follow the statutory speed limits. 
This will be an ongoing exercise.

During October officers have conducted crime 
prevention exercises outside Sydenham railway station 
where they handed leaflets to the public, advising them 
on how to protect their personal safety, particularly when 
using their mobile phones in public. 

Great News! The Zanzibar management decided to 
withdraw their objection to the Council’s licensing 
decision reducing their opening hours from 5am to 
2am. The decision had been due to be formally ratified 
at Bromley Magistrates’ Court hearing on Tuesday 16 
September, but Zanzibar withdrew its appeal at the last 
minute. This means that the new hours (closing by 2am) 
are now mandatory.

This has been welcomed by local residents, who had 
been campaigning over a number of years in response to 
rowdy weekends and anti-social behaviour issues arising 
around their homes. It is now up to the new management 
to control their customers and balance the right to party 
with the right to sleep. Failure may result in even stricter 
trading hours.

Jonathan Kaufmann says that Sydenham Arts will try 
to work with Zanzibar to incorporate community events 
and opportunities into Zanzibar’s new business plan. We 
must wish him luck!

As a postscript. It is understood that Zanzibar has 
since breached its Licence and is likely to be prosecuted. 

Zanzibar Nightclub
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Sydenham Community Library  
The construction of the Literary Plazza outside the library 
will give it a major facelift. We are laying a larger (and 
flatter) paved area and putting in new flower beds. We 
will also install two power points suitable for lighting and 
public address systems. We are due to complete by mid 
November, and will hold a launch event from 2.30pm on 
Saturday 6 December, after the Sydenham Assembly. There 
will be a Christmas play for children, carols and the lighting 
of Lower Sydenham’s own Christmas tree. Myriad Books, 
Progas Heating, Manns Estate Agents and others (please see 
the list in the library for full details) have kindly sponsored 
the tree. We are really grateful to businesses and people 
who can sponsor us in these straitened times.

Breyer Construction kindly asked their apprentices to 
paint the window frames, railings and downpipes on the piazza 
side of the library.  We would like to improve the appearance 
of the front of the building, but looking for funding for a new 
boiler must be our priority. The Youth Challenge teenagers 
have finished painting a large mural, originally sketched by Lis 
Watkins, which is now on the cafe wall.

New groups are starting at the library. As well as our 
Tuesday and Thursday Rhyme Time with music for under fives, 
from 10.15 – 11am, we have an after school Craft Club on 
Thursdays 3 – 5pm, run by Simone of Rushey Green Time 
Bank, who can also enrol new members and tell you about 
Time Banking (go to www.rgtb.org.uk for more details).

We also have the League of Gentlemen for older men, on 
every third Tuesday of the month, 2 – 3.30pm and a shared 
Reading Group every Tuesday between 2 – 3pm. The weekly 
seated exercise class, every Tuesday morning from 11–12, is 
now followed on the 3rd Tuesday of every month by a Seniors’ 
tea party 12.15 – 1.15pm. We also still have our evening Book 
Group on the first Tuesday of every month 6 – 7pm.

 If you’d like to join the Friends of Sydenham 
Community Library, please follow us on Facebook, mail us at 
friendsofsydenhamlibrary@gmail.com, ring 020-8778-1753 
(not Wednesday or Friday) or write to us care of the library, 
for more information.
Ilse Towler

kirkdale Bookshop
We have just celebrated our 48th birthday with homemade 
cakes brought in by customers, wine, pop-up poetry and, to 
finish with a wow, Welsh Border Morris Dancers “on the lawn”.

THEN, as a wonderful birthday present, we learnt that 
we have been awarded nearly £5,000 by James Patterson, the 
world-renowned crime writer (he also writes books for children). 
This grant has been given to renew our wiring, lighting and 
power – the work is a mundane necessity, which has been long 
overdue but just too costly to do. Mr Patterson is concerned that 
bookshops selling children’s books should stay open and thrive.

We obviously convinced him that over 48 years we have 
been encouraging the children in Sydenham to love books. It was 
difficult to get a list of all our children’s events on one side of A4!

THEN – another birthday present!  We learn that we have 
been nominated for an award in Time Out magazine. 
We have been shortlisted for: Your Favourite Local Shop In 
Forest Hill and Sydenham. 

On top of all this we have just heard that things have 
started to move again on the Greyhound Pub. To have that 
finished would certainly be a birthday present for all of us. 
We’ll just keep our fingers crossed for now. I’m sure the 
Sydenham Society can fill you in with more details.
Geraldine Cox

"Sydenham and Forest Hill Through Time" by local 
historian Steve Grindlay 
is due to be published 
by Amberley Publishing 
at the end of November. 
It will be “launched” 
at 3pm at Kirkdale 
Bookshop on Saturday 
29 November and will 
be available at a cost of 
£14.99. This is a series 
of old postcards and 
the scene as it is today 
along with a wealth of 
information about the 
buildings shown. An ideal 
Christmas present!

New local history book

From local children’s poet 
Chrissie Gittens
Dear Editor, I’m delighted to say that ‘Stars in Jars’ has sold half 
of its print run at its six month anniversary. Furthermore, my 
poem ‘Powder Monkey’ has inspired a piece of music for harp 
and piano written by Chris Caine, which will be performed at 
The Cutty Sark later this year.

Review of ‘Professor Heger’s Daughter’ by Russell Jones 
on the Elsewhere website (A Review of Contemporary Poetry): 
“What a find she is! ‘Professor Heger’s Daughter’ is one of the 
finest pamphlets I’ve read in recent years, for its range of ideas, 
its emotional sensitivity, its great wit and humour, and – more 
than anything else – its deranged use of language.” 

Thank you so much for your continued support.
All good wishes, Chrissie  www.chrissiegittins.co.uk
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The Friends of Albion Millennium Green group will continue 
to care for the Green and its upkeep, and we will continue to 
organise and host the many events and activities which have 
become established as regular features.  

Our activities this year have included performances by 
the Bedlam Bunch for the Sydenham Arts Festival, several 
children’s birthday parties organised by local parents and visits 
by groups of environmentalists and botanists.  

We took part in the Capital Clean-Up scheme with 
workday sessions clearing rubbish, chain link fencing and 
brambles. The Green is looking better than ever as a result, 
but this is also because local residents have devoted a great 
deal of time and effort to mowing the grass and clearing the 
paths of weeds. Litter clearing helps the appearance too, and 
this year we have had less of a problem with dog mess as 
more people are clearing up after their pets.

Our fruit trees are thriving and although we had a large 
crop of blackberries they were rather small this year. Insects 
and birdlife abound as well as plants and vegetation. Anyone 
interested in bird watching would be most welcome to 

update the amazing list given to us in February 2013: 
www.amgfriends.org.uk

The Green is accessible both from Albion Villas Road and 
the railway path that runs between Forest Hill and the iron 
bridge over the railway leading to Sydenham.

Ann Field

Albion Millennium Green: re-launching the Trust
Readers may know that Albion Millennium Green is owned by a local charitable trust formed in 1998 with the specific purpose 
of purchasing the land from the former tennis club trustees and protecting and enhancing the space for the benefit of the local 
community. The Trust had been moribund for several years, so Lewisham Council used its status as “sole” trustee to invite 
trustee nominations from local community groups in the area and active Green supporters. The new set of trustees was 
appointed at the Trust’s annual general meeting on 1 November at Forest Hill Pools. 

Grow Mayow Community Garden has been awarded the 
highest level of achievement from the Royal Horticultural 
Society and London in Bloom in this year’s RHS “It’s Your 
Neighbourhood” initiative.

Iris Borgers and Erika Sager were presented with the Level 
5: Outstanding award at the RHS London In Bloom ceremony 
at the Surrey County Cricket Club on 8 September.

“This is a wonderful achievement for the Garden 
that would not have been possible without the help of 
local volunteers who have spent countless hours planting, 
weeding, watering and moving mulch” says Iris Borgers, 
Garden Director.  “We are also very thankful for the support 
we have received from Martin Hyde at Green Scene, 
Shannon’s Garden Centre, Mayow Park Systems, Havelock 
11, Caribbean Mix Cricket Club, Friends of Mayow Park and 
Streetscape whose contributions and donations have made the 
reinstatement of the front garden possible.”

Erika Sager, Garden Art & Programme Director at Grow 
Mayow Community Garden Project said: “It is very exciting to 
receive our first Outstanding award from the RHS, especially 
having been judged only three months after the front garden 
was dug up as part of the Pavilion redevelopment. We were 
so pleased to win match funding from the GLA’s Pocket Parks 
Programme this spring to help support the rebuilding of the 
Garden, but to achieve a standard recognised throughout the 

UK is really satisfying.
That said, nothing can beat the smiles we see grow on 

people’s faces as they enter the Garden for the first time. It 
really is an oasis for people as well as nature.”

Grow Mayow Community Garden Project is open to 
public on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10am 
to 2pm and has weekly volunteer sessions on Tuesday 
mornings from 10am to noon and Wednesday afternoons 
from noon to 2pm. It hosts a variety of events for children 
and from September will be running our own Nature 
Kids Club 
on Thursday 
mornings from 
10.30am to 
noon. 

Further 
details about 
Grow Mayow 
Community 
Garden Project 
and all upcoming 
events can be 
found at  http://
growmayow.
blogspot.co.uk

Gold For Grow Mayow Community Garden
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Mayow Park has been a busy place over the past three months. 
We heard that, once again, the park has been awarded a Green 
Flag. Lewisham has 15 parks with Green Flags this year which 
sets a standard to be maintained in future years.

The renovation of the Pavilion was completed and the 
long-anticipated 'Brown and Green' Cafe opened in August. The 
official opening of the Pavilion building took place on Sunday 31st 
August 2014, and now has sports changing facilities upstairs and 
cafe on the ground floor. Local councillors, staff from Glendale 
and Greenscene, as well as a good number of park users were 
present to watch Councillor Susan Wise cut the ribbon. It was 
the day when the cricketers celebrated the start of their cricket 
Festival Week with a Community Day and local people brought 
picnics, sat on the grass and enjoyed the sport.

Lewisham Council’s Greenscene has successfully bid for funds 
for outdoor sports equipment for Mayow. A consultation carried 
out among a range of park users from the end of August into early 

September indicated around 70% of people 
favouring an outdoor gym, with the rest of the 
fund paying for additional trim trail equipment. 

'Nature's Gym' volunteers came in July 
to help with weeding, cutting, mulching at the Triangle and to 
install an invertebrate 'hotel' in woodland near the tennis courts. 
Our own park volunteers have cared for the orchard and 
Triangle, with two new volunteers looking after specific areas. 
Over the coming months there will be a workday to mulch the 
fruit trees for winter and plant new hedgerow whips to plug 
gaps in the existing hedgerow. A date has not been set yet. 

If any readers are interested in volunteering, do contact the 
Friends of Mayow Park. Email: friendsofmayowpark@ymail.
com; Facebook group: Friends of Mayow Park (FOMP)
Twitter @MayowPark1. Help to update our blog would also 
be very welcome.
Alona Sheridan (Chair, Friends of Mayow Park) 

Mayow Park Report October 2014     

In May Sydenham Garden launched a pilot scheme 
called Growing Lives thanks to some funding from the 
Maudsley Charity. This scheme came from a years’ 
worth of feedback and consultation with both co-
workers (the name we give our beneficiaries) and 
local residents. 

We found that although co-workers were extremely 
grateful for the recovery in health they experienced while 
being placed in our more traditional gardening sessions, 
they were leaving here without the necessary skills and 
qualifications to take part in the wider community. It was 
described as having a hole in their life. Co-workers also 
told us that they wanted formal qualifications and more 
confidence to deal with the outside world.

So we started Growing Lives.
Based in a market garden on our De Frene site, co-
workers work to produce food and then sell it at market 
and to vendors. While doing so they gain a qualification 
in organic gardening, confidence using the skills to deal 
with third parties and experience in a complete process. 
This experience includes growing the vegetables, adding 
value to them through activities like pickling, marketing 
and selling them. After just a few months we are finding 
this scheme has the highest attendance of all our projects 
and our co-workers general wellbeing is improving. We 
really hope to make it a permanent service that Sydenham 
Garden can offer.

If you are interested in volunteering your time, your 
talents or your treasures (money) to this amazing new 
project, please contact the Sydenham Garden office on 020 
8291 1650 or info@sydenhamgarden.org.uk. 

You can also help by coming along to our fantastic 
Christmas fair, where we will be selling scrummy cakes and 
getting into the Christmas spirit with lots of festive activities. 
 Join us from 11am – 3pm on  Saturday 6 December at 28a 
Wynell Road, Sydenham, SE23 2LW. Entry is £1 or 50p concs. 

Wells Park has been looking as good as ever with the 
wonderful flowerbeds this year.

Sue and Ray Franklin have kindly donated Rex’s bench by the 
flowerbeds and the Sydenham Wells Park Improvement Group 
have bought the two new picnic tables by the top playground. 

This summer we had a new addition to the park - a Vintage 
1970s Citroen van serving French food. The food is delicious 
and has been attracting summer crowds on Friday nights, 
Saturday and Sunday brunch. It is owned and run by Anita 
Clare and Caroline Field. From January they are launching La 
Gargote which translates ‘Soup Kitchen”, opening 12 - 2pm 
each Saturday and serving homemade soup with French bread 
and cheese for £10 per head and Ecailage (Oyster) Bar with a 
Bloody Mary or Fizz for £15. On Saturday 6 December there 
will be Christmas drinks, free for old customers, or £5 a head for 
new folk. For information visit their website LaPetitBouchee.me

We always welcome people to the Park, but every Tuesday 
at 11am there is a weekly walk which meets at the bench near the 
pond (nearest gate opposite Ormanton Road). The walk is for 30 - 
45mins with a choice of routes for people of all abilities. Just turn up 
on the day or contact Iris beforehand on 020 8693 9525.

SWPIG meets 4 times per year and the next meetings will 
be on Tuesday 10 February, 8 Sept and 17 November 2015 
from 4.30pm in the maintenance hut near Wells Park Road.
Monika Mitchell, Chair, SWPIG

Sydenham Garden Sydenham Wells Park News
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More than 3,000 people applied for places to visit the 
subway as part of the Open House event held last month. 
Places were allocated by way of a ballot and 757 people 
were able to visit the vaulted walkway on the weekend of 
20/21 September.

Volunteers who had received tour guide training as part of the 
Inspired by the Subway project showed groups around the subway. 
While the event was free, many visitors left a donation to support 
the work of the Friends of Crystal Palace Subway. We collected 
£1,460 – around half the cost of holding the event.

Chair of the community group, Karl Richter, said: “Seeing 
so many people enjoy the subway at the weekend was a real 
reminder of the community interest it generates, both as a 
contemporary space and also heritage asset. We are looking 
forward to planning more exciting activities after we install an 
access gate in the next few months. On behalf of everyone 
who attended, I would like to thank the tireless organising team, 
volunteers, stewards, tour guides and artists who made it a 
delightful experience to remember for years to come.”

'Overwhelming' interest in Open House

During Open House weekend, 951 people visited a free 
exhibition, which marked the culmination of a year of hard 
work to capture the stories of the subway.

‘Inspired by the Subway’, our research and oral history 
project aimed at recording how the subway has changed over the 
years and what it means to local people, was held at the Concert 
Platform in Crystal Palace Park. Visitors pored over a selection of 
audiovisual material and art works inspired by the subway and 
spoke to volunteer researchers who had worked on the Heritage 
Lottery funded project.  

As part of the exhibition, the Southwark Model Railway Club 
demonstrated their impressive 32ft model of the High Level 
station and tracks and – 60 years to the day since the station and 
subway were closed – ran their model of the steam engine that 
pulled the very last train.

Inspired by the Subway Project Manager, Sue Giovanni, said: 
“After a year of hard work we were confident the exhibition materials 
on display were interesting; we weren’t quite prepared for how 
interesting. Throughout both days the exhibition was close to the 
capacity number we had set of around 40 people at any one time.

“The model railway took up most of the back stage space in the 
platform and proved a great attraction, as did the platform building 
itself. On occasions I wondered where all the visitors had vanished 
to, at which point people could generally be found squeezed into the 
two video rooms watching the video clips in their entirety.

"The exhibition had queues waiting to come in for much of the 
time; no one expected that and it really shows what an appetite there 
is among local people to understand the heritage of their area.”

This was the first time in many years that the Concert 
Platform had been used by the community and the chance to 
learn about a hidden space (the subway) inside another normally 
hidden space appealed to visitors.

Almost 1000 people were 
'Inspired by the Subway'

Never stop learning! A new venture in Dulwich for 
the retired.

A prospective member phoned to express interest in the 
U3A. “I love to learn and I love to teach, and don’t really mind 
what,” he said. He articulated the thoughts of many of the 
retired and semi-retired locals who have come along to well-
attended meetings in Dulwich to get a local U3A branch set up.

The vision of the U3A, founded in the UK in 1982, is to 
recognise older people as active citizens with expertise, talents 
and skills to share, through an organisation that they control 
themselves. U3A groups now flourish throughout the country, 
with high membership numbers.

We intend to hold regular meetings, usually on a weekday 
afternoon to share information, socialise and hear an interesting 
speaker. The first few meetings have aimed to raise awareness 
of our locality, including Street Art in East Dulwich, Herne Hill 
developments and the future of the Carnegie Library.

There is evidently an abundance of talented and 

motivated teachers and students in our local area and 
convenors have offered a variety of activities. Many of these 
interest groups are organised in people’s homes on a wide 
range of subjects such as languages (French, Spanish, Italian) 
art and music (both appreciation and playing), politics, 
philosophy, poetry, creative writing, crafts, play reading, 
computer studies and many more. Some groups also meet to 
go on walks or to visit museums and galleries.

A volunteer committee runs the Dulwich and District 
branch with the aim of putting interested parties in touch 
with each other. From then on it is up to you all to develop a 
successful self help organisation.

We are all learning as we go. Come along and meet us 
at an open meeting, become a member and join or start up 
interest groups of your choice.

For more information, please visit: 
www.u3asites.org.uk/dulwich, tel: 020 7274 2443.

Dulwich and District university of the 3rd Age

Photo: Doris Kalega
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The Good News
Following the confirmation of the Greater London Authority's 
£2m funding of improvements in Crystal Palace Park, to be 
match-funded by £250,000 from Bromley Council, the results 
of the recent public consultation about how this money should 
be spent have recently been announced.

Project                                                           Estimated cost £

Built heritage
Conserving the dinosaur models 400,000
Conserving the sphinxes and south terrace steps 53,000
Conserving the Paxton basin and improving surroundings 213,000
Landscape Return parking site in central area to parkland 371,000
 Remove parking from central axis 48,000
 Remove turn stiles from central axis 75,000
Visitor facilities
Renovate concert platform to be a functioning venue 237,000
Restore existing café 200,000
Create new wheeled sports facility (skate park) 300,000
Capital project feasibility and survey work 160,000

Total estimated costs £2,157,000

Crystal Palace Park
The not so good news
The future of the rest of the park remains uncertain. 
The ZhongRong proposal to rebuild the Crystal 
Palace lost its momentum some six months ago 
although it is understood that representatives of the 
Chinese developers have recently been discussing 
legal matters with Bromley officers. The Exclusivity 
Agreement runs out in February and it will be 
interesting to see whether this is extended.

And recently it became known that the Greater 
London Authority has been considering the future of 
the National Sports Centre (NSC) especially in the light 
of all the first class sports facilities in the Olympic Park, 
Stratford.  The future of the Athletics Stadium is being 
discussed. A recent consultation was held about the 
possibility of its demolition, with the site being used for 
a new primary “Free School”. As we go to Press the 
results of the consultation are not known.

Once again controversy has arisen about possible 
developments within the park and their impact on 
Metropolitan Open Land.

One of Sydenham’s oldest and best loved residents, Eileen 
Franks, sadly passed away on 26 July, aged 97.

In 2004 Eileen won the Sydenham Society’s award for our 
longest continuous resident. Eileen was born Eileen Perham in 
Dallas Cottage, Dallas Road off Wells Park Road on 6 August 
1916 and lived in Sydenham until 2011 when she moved into a 
nursing home in Anerley.

Eileen was a truly lovely, walking, talking storehouse 
of memories of Sydenham, which she shared with me on 
memorable afternoons at her flat in Longton Avenue. I’d be 
transported back to Eileen’s girlhood Sydenham, the Wells Park 
Road of the 1920s - a hard time for many residents, with folks 
having to watch literally every penny.  She would tell me about 
a world of friendly back street bakers and boot menders, of 
travelling knife-grinders and washerwomen, of chair makers and 
umbrella-menders sitting and working outside their terraced 
houses in long-gone Sydenham roads like Edney Street. I’d hear 
of children like Eileen holding lighted candles walking down to the 
privvie (toilet) in the back garden at night and of tin baths on hooks 
in back-yards banging against the wall in the winter winds. She 
would recall summers spent in Wells Park, kindly Mrs Pitt of Rose 
Cottages leaning on her front gate giving Eileen and her friend Ivy 
bits of cake on their way to the park after school. She would speak 
of treasured Sundays when, after church and Sunday school, she’d 
spend the afternoon with her Dad on his one day off from work. 
They would play board games such as Snakes & Ladders while the 
family’s one luxury, a wind-up gramophone, played Dad’s favourite 
records like Ketelbey’s ‘In A Monastery Garden’. Her father was a 
gardener at The Hoo, one of the fine, lost mansions of Sydenham 
Hill, which stood opposite Lammas Green.

After marrying, Eileen lived briefly in Venner Road before 

moving to Lower Sydenham, where she had three children, 
Michael, Jennifer and Christine. They lived in Champion Rd from 
the late 1940s until their house was demolished in the early 1970s. 

Eileen’s memory was incredible. In her 90s she could reel 
off the name of every shop in Wells Park Road (there were 
a lot, then!), what they sold, who owned and worked there, 
their children’s names and a lot more. I learnt as much about 
old Sydenham from Eileen as from any book.

Eileen's funeral address was read by Rev Louise Polhill of 
the Grove Centre Church, Jews Walk, where Eileen had been 
a faithful member for so many years. Loved by all who knew 
her, she will be greatly missed.

Michael Viner

Eileen Franks

Pictured in October 2003, the four Sydenham ladies laying claim to 
being the longest established Sydenham resident. Clockwise from top 
left: Hilda Symons, Doris Pullen, Betty White, Eileen Franks
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From British rivers to the Amazon, via Romania and on to 
China, there’s a world of events and exhibitions on offer 
at the Horniman this winter.

Kurt Jackson: River opens on 29 November (until 25 
January) and gives visitors a unique chance to see a selection 
of paintings and sculpture from British artist Kurt Jackson’s 
different river projects over the last three decades. Including 
pictures of the Thames, the Dart, the Severn and the Tamar, 
this retrospective of riverine works features a number of very 
large plein-air canvases as well as film footage of the works in 
progress, sketches and ceramics. 

Keeper of anthropology Dr Robert Storrie draws on his 
fieldwork in Amazonia to discuss the meanings of the three 
shrunken heads in the Horniman collection on Thursday 4 
December. The latest event in the Behind the Scenes series will 
look at what the shrunken heads meant to the Shuar people 
who made them, their meaning and importance today, and how 
we can find a way of displaying them in the future that does 
justice to Amazonian understandings of the world.

More familiar traditions feature at the Horniman Christmas 
Fair on Saturday 6 and Sunday 7 December. The Christmas 
markets offer unique gifts for all the family, with delicious 
festive treats and a Christmas trail to enjoy, and local choirs 
providing seasonal songs on Sunday. And for some more 

festive fun, anyone attending Art Makers on Saturday 13 
December can create a pretty Romanian Christmas Star to 
take home with them, and there are plenty of seasonal gifts on 
offer in the Horniman shop, so that 10% Members’ discount 
could come in handy!

In the New Year, Memories of China opens on 17 January, 
exploring the lives and experiences of Chinese migrants to the 
UK in the early 20th century, and their relationship with their 
homeland through objects, artworks and videos. Memories of 
China is part of the British Chinese Workforce Heritage project 
run by Ming-Ai (London) Institute and funded by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund. February will bring another Horniman Late 
event, this time a contemporary evening inspired by traditional 
Chinese culture.

The Horniman’s big family exhibition for 2015, Plantastic! 
opens on 14 February. Plantastic! reveals the secret and 
wonderful world of plants, bringing visitors up close to giant 
seed pods, huge root systems, games and interactive exhibits 
a-plenty, revealing how we use plants in our daily lives, often 
without realising it, and how essential they are for the world’s 
survival.

For more information about these and other events at the 
Horniman this winter, or to become a Horniman Member, visit 
www.horniman.ac.uk.

News from the Horniman Museum and Gardens

Saint Bartholomew’s church restoration appeal is going well. 
Of the £600,000 target, £67,000 has already been raised and 
we warmly thank those who have contributed, or are about 
to do so!

We are currently putting together up-to-date surveys, costs 
and feasibility studies and hope to have our application to the 
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) in the spring. This major funding 
stream is essential to our restoration, while success with HLF 
ensures that other potential supporters look more seriously at us. 
HLF expects its applicants to raise a good percentage of match-
funding and, with the donations coming in, we can show that the 
local community really does care about this building.

Previous generations have taken the need to restore and 
repair as providing opportunities to improve and we want to do 
the same. In particular we would like to:
Re-instate the original pinnacles designed by Lewis Vulliamy;
Restore and display the original clock mechanism designed by 
his brother Benjamin;
Open up and improve the crypt for community use; 
Introduce a gallery above the internal kitchen roof for extra 
seating and a small exhibition space. 

In this way we hope to produce a vision that celebrates and 
restores St. Bartholomew’s heritage, while enhancing its facilities as 
a living place of worship and community life for the future.

In the meantime we have sufficient funds to tackle the first, 
extremely urgent problem. The bolts holding the clock faces in the 
tower have become dangerously rusty and we are forging ahead 
with permission to take these down and make the clock faces safe, 
hopefully soon after Christmas.

Do follow our progress on: www.stbartschurchsydenham.org

Donations can be made by:
1. Cheques payable to PCC of St. Bartholomew Sydenham c/o 
Peter Stubbs, Treasurer, 7 Doctors Close, Sydenham, SE26 6DL. 
(Email: stbartstreasurer@hotmail.co.uk)

2. A BACS transfer to NatWest, Account: PCC of St. Bartholomew 
Sydenham, No: 37307894, Sort code: 60-21-12. 
In addition, tax payers can claim Gift Aid by contacting Peter 
as above or by downloading the Gift Aid form through the 
Restoration page of our website: www.stbartschurchsydenham.org

SABRE: SAint Bartholomew’s REstoration Appeal: update
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I read 'Butchery in the streets' in the Autumn News just as 
another 100 year old tree in Lawrie Park Crescent had to be 
removed. It is one more example of how older trees, which 
were often on site well before the houses, have now had to be 
removed through neglect. Local trees, which have never been 
regularly maintained, have been allowed to grow too big and 
dehydrate the clay subsoil causing subsidence. In consequence, 
through no fault of their own, they are butchered or destroyed.

The removal of a few street trees may not matter 
much if there are plenty of others on private property in 
the immediate vicinity, but they too are vulnerable not only 
because of subsidence and disease but also because of housing 
development. An example of which is the Salvation Army 
development site in Springfield Road, on the Lewisham/
Bromley border, which has been cleared of more than 25 
large, mature trees.

It is abundantly clear that more housing is necessary but if 
mature trees gradually disappear without being replaced there 
will be a real change in amenity for incomers. 

But there is something more. Today, when so many suffer 
from asthma and there is so much air pollution, we humans 

need the health benefits of the oxygen from large trees. They 
also reduce light and noise pollution and improve the quality 
of our lives. With forethought they can do the same for future 
generations. However we must expect that land owners will 
remove trees to maximise their development profits and 
councils will remove them to reduce their liability. 

The laws which protect trees are weak and even when 
infringed are not applied. The authorities are unable or unwilling 
to assist with proper tree care, and for land owners they are a 
hazard, so only a widespread change in attitude can help protect 
them. The use of tree preservation orders and the creation of 
conservation areas can assist, but regular tree maintenance is still 
necessary otherwise they will continue to be removed. The first 
step is a realisation that for trees more than most things, forward 
planning is essential and that the protection of our arboreal 
heritage will cost money. No doubt this will happen sooner or 
later. I was going to say ' but don't hold your breath' but perhaps 
in view of the increasing pollution you should!

Professor Trevor Beedham, 
Registered Medical Practitioner

Dear Editor – Follow up to 'Butchery in the streets'

Whites Pet Centre raises over £1000 for St Christopher's Hospice
 We all know the effect that social media has on the 
world today and this became very apparent with the 
global phenomenon of the ice bucket challenge.

With this in mind, Whites Pet Centre decided to use this 
method to raise money and awareness for St Christopher’s 
Hospice. (For those of you not aware of what the ice bucket 
challenge is, it is copious amounts of cold water and ice in 
large buckets, which are then emptied over the recipient's 
head!).The look on the face of said recipient (think Edvard 
Munch's "scream" painting) prompts cheers and clapping from 
spectators. The momentary shock is borne merely because it's 
in a good cause.  

All staff members took part as well as the owners Liz Duck 
and Di Karn. Izak, the German Shepherd dog, played a big part 
in the fund-raising by carrying a bucket the length of Sydenham 
High Street, as well as sporting a T-shirt.

We decided to collect for St Christopher's Hospice because 
we wanted to highlight a local charity, one that is very dear to us 

and to the population of Sydenham and the surrounding areas 
as a whole. We would like to thank our customers and friends, 
who supported and donated for us. It proved very successful as 
we raised over £1000 for a very worthwhile cause.

For those of you that missed it, you can view the video on 
our facebook page (search for Whites Pet Centre). It just leaves 
us to say that we hope our future fund-raising is a warmer and 
drier affair!

Liz Duck, Di Karn
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As the nights draw in how better to escape the cold than by 
watching a movie with your local film club? With special events 
and guest programming, the opportunities to enjoy great cinema 
in friendly surroundings have never been more appealing. 

Christmas Cinema Quiz
When: 7.30 Thursday 18 December
Where: Golden Lion Pub, 116 Sydenham Road 
Tickets: £5 on the door, FREE to members
For one night only Sydenham Film Club strays from its usual 
format to offer a festive quiz, plus a short film. There will be great 
prizes available and it’s a wonderful opportunity to meet fellow 
local film lovers.

Science Fiction Theatre Special: Upstream Color (Shane Carruth, 
US 2013, 96mins)
When: 7.30 Thursday 29 January
Where: Golden Lion Pub, 116 Sydenham Road
Tickets: £5 on the door, FREE to members
The increasingly popular Dalston-based Science Fiction Theatre 
takes over the January Sydenham Film Club, guest programming and 
hosting a night of contemporary sci-fi with Shane Carruth’s excellent 
identity-challenging drama. Brilliant enough to appeal to even those 
who usually steer clear of the genre, this is not to be missed. 

Anti-Valentines’ Special: Harold and Maude (Hal Ashby, US 
1971, 91mins)
When: 7.30 Thursday 12 February
Where: Golden Lion Pub, 116 Sydenham Road
Tickets: £5 on the door, FREE to members
As insightful as it is funny, Hal Ashby’s exploration of upper class 
ennui in 1970s American suburbia takes an unusual turn when 
teenager Harold falls in love with Maude, a lively septuagenarian 
he meets at a funeral. A perfect film for those sick of Valentines’ 
Day fairy tales.

Want to come to all of these? Why not become a member!
You don’t have to be a member to go to the film club, but 
members get free entry to all regular screenings plus an exclusive 
members’ screening once a year. You also get a reduced rate for 
all screenings at the Festival. Find out more at 
www.sydenhamfilmclub.org/membership

www.sydenhamfilmclub.org, 
www.facebook.com/sydenhamfilmclub, @sydfilmclub

Sydenham Film Club Winter 
screenings

Gurkha’s 
Gurkha’s Restaurant at 67 Sydenham Road is a local 
favourite in the High Street. It opened in 2000 as a family 
run business and quickly became a popular destination for 
those seeking something different in Indian food. 
Specialising in authentic Nepalese cuisine, the menu also 
offers a range of best-loved traditional dishes.  

The owner has had experience of working with Nepalese 
cuisine for over 26 years. Head Chef, Himal Aryal, developed 
his culinary skills working in the kitchens of some of the top 
restaurants in India, Nepal and here in the UK. He has been part 
of Gurkha’s Sydenham family for over six years. 

Bal Jung Aryal said “We are a Nepalese family and decided 
to name the restaurant Gurkha’s due to the popular connection 
between the British and Nepalese people. The Gurkha army has 
been serving in the British army for over 200 years. They have a 
history of bravery and strength and share a great friendship with 
the British people. Our cuisine aims to bring out the true taste 
of Nepal. By preparing our food with fresh, quality ingredients 
and using Nepalese style cooking with love and care for our 
customers, we aim to distinguish our food from the usual high 
street flavours. The quality of the cooking from our Head Chef 
Himal is reflected by the outstanding compliments we receive 
from our customers for the quality of taste of our cuisine.”

We recommend trying the staff curry – a tasty lamb dish that 
goes extremely well with pilau rice, peshwari naan and a cold beer! 

Heather Mallinder

Dear Members,
Can I take this opportunity to remind you that subscriptions 
for the coming year are due on January 5. It is easier for me 
if these are paid promptly! I am in the process of contacting 
members who have not yet renewed for 2014. If you are not 
sure whether you have paid this year, please let me know. 

Two years ago we increased the  postage subscription to 
£2. Recent increases in the cost of stamps mean that sending 
four copies a year of the newsletter to our postal members 
now exceeds this sum by about 20p per annum. If we get a 
further price rise we will need to consider another increase. 

If you wish to continue to receive your copy of the 
Sydenham Society News through the post, please ensure 
that you make an additional payment of £2 towards the cost.
Roger Feather, Treasurer
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Syd Soc Events

Wednesday 21 January 11.30am visit to the Freud 
Museum, Hampstead. Cost: £6, includes an introduction 
to the house on arrival (see box opposite for details).

Wednesday 18 February 7.45pm at the Golden Lion – 
Steve Grindlay talks about his new book “Sydenham and 
Forest Hill Through Time". Admission £2.

Thursday 26 February – 7.30pm, Club 26 returns to 
Harbour 321 (on the railway bridge) for a fish ‘n' chip/kebab 
supper in their upstairs restaurant. As the restaurant is not 
licensed you are welcome to bring your own – for which 
there will be a small corkage charged. Phone the restaurant 
on 020 8659 9388 and say you are part of Club 26 to 
reserve your place.

Tuesday 10 March – Quiz Nite at the Golden Lion.

Dementia Friends information session:                                                                    
Tuesday 2 December, 6.30 -7.30pm at Forest Hill Library. 
Help create dementia friendly communities. Come to a 
Dementia Friends information session to learn a little more 
about what it is like to live with dementia and turn that 
understanding into action. Book at the library or by telephone 
on 020 8314 7653 or go to www.dementiafriends.org.uk and 
find a session near you.

St Christopher’s Hospice Christmas Festival
Saturday 6 December 11 – 3.30 pm   
at the Hospice in Lawrie Park Road. Festival raffle draw – win 
a car, Santa’s Grotto, Christmas shopping and much more. 
Entry: £1 adults, kids go free.
Get 'Fit for Life' at St Christopher's – A course of exercise 
and education is available in the rehabilitation gym at St 
Christopher's Hospice for anyone living with, or after, an 
illness. This free course lasts for 12 weeks and takes place as 
part of a rolling programme on Saturday mornings between 
10.30-12.30pm. For more info call St Christopher's on 020 
8768 4608 or email fitforlife@stchristophers.org.uk

yearly cost of membership
Individual (includes partner)  £6.00 per annum
Senior Citizen (includes partner) £5.00 per annum
Postal Member (includes partner) £8.00/£7.00 per annum

Name of your bank/building society 

Address of your bank/building society 

Account Number  Sort Code 

Signed 

Your Name (please print) 

Please pay the Sydenham Society (Lloyds Bank plc, Sydenham Branch, 
Sort Code 30-98-42, Account no. 00524410) the sum of £8/£7/£6/£5 (please delete 
as appropriate) on 5 January each year until further notice.  This replaces any 
Standing Order in favour of the ‘Sydenham Society’.

Bank details for The Sydenham Society STANDING ORDER
Name 

Address  

 Post code 

Tel day  Tel eve 

Email 

Please return to: Roger Feather, 71 Hall Drive, Sydenham, London SE26 6XL   Tel: 020 8778 4318   Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com

Renewal is due in January.  Postal members are those resident outside SE23 
and SE26 postal areas. Subscriptions can be paid by cheque or Standing 
Order.  Please make cheques payable to The Sydenham Society.

SyDENHAM SOCIETy MEMBERSHIP FORM

!

EVENTS

Sydenham Garden Christmas Fair  
Saturday 6 December 11 – 3.00pm    
at 28a Wynell Road, SE23 2LW for wonderful cakes and 
many festive festivities. £1 to enter, 50p for concessions.

Visit to Freud Museum
Wednesday 21 January 11.30am 
Includes an introduction to the house on arrival. 
The Freud Museum, at 20 Maresfield Gardens in Hampstead, 
was the home of Sigmund Freud and his family when they 
escaped Austria following the Nazi annexation in 1938. It 
remained the family home until Anna Freud, the youngest 
daughter, died in 1982. The centrepiece of the museum is 
Freud's study, preserved just as it was during his lifetime.

It contains Freud's remarkable collection of antiquities: 
Egyptian; Greek; Roman and Oriental. Almost 2,000 items fill 
cabinets and are arranged on every surface. There are rows 
of ancient figures on the desk where Freud wrote until the 
early hours of the morning. The walls are lined with shelves 
containing Freud's large library.

The Freuds were fortunate to be able to bring all their 
furniture and household effects to London. These included 
splendid Biedermeier chests, tables and cupboards, and a 
fine collection of 18th and 19th century Austrian painted 
country furniture.

The most famous piece of 
furniture in all the collection is 
Freud's psychoanalytic couch, 
on which all of his patients 
reclined. The couch 
is remarkably comfortable 
and is covered with a richly 
coloured Iranian rug with 
chenille cushions piled on top. 
Other fine Oriental rugs, Heriz and Tabriz, cover the floor 
and tables. Cost: £6. To book and for further information 
re timings and travel contact: Pat (020 8659 4903) 
or Jackie (8778 5455)



A warm welcome to the following new members:

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

SYDENHAM SOCIETY
NEWS

www.sydenhamsociety.com
Covering all aspects of local community matters    Member of the London Forum    Member of Civic Voice

Members are reminded that subscriptions for 2014 are now due. Many thanks, Roger Feather, Treasurer. 
Tel: 020 8778 4318 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com

We had an estimated 600 spooks trailing the High 
Street this year and more parents than ever joined 
in with the fancy dress, which made for a very 
colourful (and scary) night. We also noticed more 
Dads were joining in with their children on the trail 
than in previous years. New traders to Sydenham 
Road were amazed at just how well the event was 
attended. One said: “We had so many visitors, it was 
amazing!” Ela from On the Hoof Bistro told us: “I 
bought a lot of sweets; I can’t believe 
we ran out!” It is great to see the 
turn out increase every year – we 
aim to create a fun community event 
where children can safely enjoy 
Halloween. 

Almost 200 children took part 
in the fancy dress competition at the 
Sydenham Centre after the trail. Once 
again the standard of the costumes 
was very high, which didn’t make the 
job of judging them any easier. 

Many thanks to the Co-operative 
Food Store and Classic Trophies for 
the prizes, and many, many thanks to all the traders 
and volunteers that helped make this event such a 
success.  Heather Mallinder

Simone Angel & Hugh Williams
Jennifer Berry
Eoin Casserly
John Collins
Rachel Collis
Charles Comley
Padraig Dennison

John Dignance
Anna Foreshew
Dr B K Gerwat-Clark
Andrew Gwilliams
David Hamilton
Sue Harris
Simone Hutchinson

Tim Iles
Yadvinder Kaeda
Leonie Martin
Timothy Melsom
Tony Mensah
Jennifer Preston
Isabelle Robillard

Jennie Rooney
Luigi Salsano & Kim Kennedy
Nicola Smith
Sonia Sonaike
Michael Spencer
Peter Stubbs
Mary Gordon-Smith
Naomi Adams

Spooky Sydenham: Turning the high street into a Thriller set! 

Photos: Ann Pownall


