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SEE what we’re up to…
Regenerating High Streets
We set up the SEE3 Portas Pilot in July 2012 to regenerate the
high streets of Sydenham, Forest Hill and Kirkdale.
Our goal is to create high streets that are both friendly
and functional. We imagine a place where you can get all your
shopping within walking distance. A welcoming space to catch
up with friends over a coffee or bump into your neighbour and
have a chat. Most of all a place that you enjoy coming to and
where faces are familiar.
From the beginning we have worked hard in pursuit of
that goal, by implementing pop-up shops, markets, community
hubs, events and activities.
And we’re not finished yet!

Look out for us on the 2nd Saturday of the month, with
entertainment from Sydenham Arts who are putting on an
exciting High Street Happenings Programme.
Morris Dancers, High Street Happenings, Sydenham Market

Town Team – Join In And Have Your Say!
Community involvement is a huge part of the process. We
need your input to decide what funding to apply for and how
to best run the resources we already have.
The SEE3 Town Team is an open group of local residents,
businesses and others focused on driving continuous
improvement in the area. We need new members like you to
share your ideas, enthusiasm and time. If you are interested in
joining in, then come along to the next Town Team meeting –
check out our website for more details at:
www.SEE3.co.uk.

Sydenham Market Is Back
In April
Sydenham market is returning this April
with a whole host of new stalls full of
interesting local produce such as art,
jewellery and food.
Could your product be among them?
We’re always looking for new sellers
to join our market community. Market
stalls are a great way of getting instant
feedback on your product whilst also
meeting and talking to your audience.
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ARTICLES PLEASE!
If there is something you would like the society to tell
everybody, or a local issue you feel strongly about, please send
your article, maximum 300 words, to the editor.
Sydenham Society News is read by many local residents,
old and new, so please spell out all acronyms and explain
anything that a newcomer might not understand.
All articles are subject to editing by the Editorial Team.
Email your article to the Editorial Team at:
news@sydenhamsociety.com or send hard copy to
97 Longton Grove SE26 6QQ.

SOUTHWARK COUNCILLORS
Town Hall Peckham Road SE5 8UB
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OTHER CONTACTS
Community Police Teams

Disclaimer

Community Police contact non-emergency numbers for
Lewisham have all changed to 0300 123 1212

The views expressed in articles are those of named contributors and
should not be regarded as statements of policy of the Sydenham Society.

In an emergency dial 999
For non-urgent police matters dial 101

E-NEWSLETTER
Want to be kept informed about news and events in SE26?
If you haven’t already signed up for the Sydenham
Society e-newsletter, you can do so by visiting
www.sydenhamsociety.com and forwarding us your email
address. You’ll then be sent our regular e-newsletter
packed with local news and information about what’s
going on in Sydenham and the surrounding area.

For environmental noise nuisance call:
Lewisham Council 020 8314 6000
Bromley Council 020 8464 3333
Southwark Council 020 7525 5000

The deadline for articles for the next newsletter will be Friday 1 May 2015
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Local train services…going off the rails?
Many of us raised a silent cheer when TfL announced that
all Overground trains would be lengthened from four to
five carriages by April 2015. Surely, we thought, this 27%
increase in capacity, together with longer Southern trains,
would enable our already good local train services to
flourish like never before.
This wishful thinking ignored two major factors – long-term
reconstruction work at London Bridge and the exponential
growth in demand for trains in our area.
Construction work at London Bridge, due to be completed
in 2018, will transform the station by providing a huge new
concourse, more platforms and an expanded Thameslink
service with London Bridge as its hub. Initially, passengers were
told that the only downside would be that no services would
run between London Bridge and Charing Cross until August
2016. This meant passengers having to use either replacement
buses, or the tube and Overground to get to and from the
West End – a real inconvenience for both commuters and
those coming home late in the evening.

The Bad: reconstruction work at London Bridge station means delays
for at least 18 months.

In the last four years, passenger journeys at Sydenham
have almost doubled from 1.6m journeys per year to 3.1m.
Our station is now busier than Beckenham Junction – and
the same goes for all the stations (except Honor Oak Park)
between Sydenham and London Bridge. The five stations
down our line account for no less than 17.7m passenger
journeys per year (an increase of 4m passenger journeys per
year for the past four years).
Such is the rise in numbers that TfL engineers will tell you
that there are no suburban rail lines anywhere in London and
the south-east which have witnessed such exponential growth
during the last four years. Just to ram the message home –
Beckenham Junction has had only a modest 113,000 rise in
passenger journeys in the last four years compared with a
gigantic 1.6m increase at Sydenham.
Of course there’s a better future to look forward to with a
revamped London Bridge station and a new Thameslink service
on the far horizon and the good news that the Bakerloo Line
extension (to Lower Sydenham and beyond) has moved up
the political agenda. But anyone confronted with our present
problems shouldn’t be in any doubt that we need to keep
upgrading and improving our rail services every single year if we
want to maintain the vital links our area deserves.

The Good: one of the new five carriage
Overground trains arrives at Sydenham.

But long before Christmas, Southern passengers began
to see a huge deterioration in their services. So much so that
London Travelwatch, the statutory body which represents rail
users in and around London, wrote to Patrick McLoughlin,
Secretary of State for Transport, to highlight the fact that only
40.9% of Southern trains arrived at their destination on time
in November. Since the New Year, the situation has become
dire with some evening rush hour services from London being
cancelled indefinitely and unexpected delays on many others.
Travelwatch also raised the totally inadequate financial
compensation being offered to rail travellers by Southern.
Compensation is only available for season ticket holders (not
Oystercard holders) and then only for trains which are delayed by
30 minutes or more. Even more shocking is the news from TfL
that passengers with rail-only season tickets travelling via Canada
Water to avoid the chaos at London Bridge will now have to
purchase an Oyster Season Ticket costing £400 per year more.
Work at London Bridge isn’t the only factor putting extreme
pressure on our local train system. Increased prosperity is
drawing many new commuters to our area and this is placing
almost unprecedented demand on services.

Barry Milton, Roads & Transport Committee

The Ugly: passenger overcrowding during the evening rush hour
at Canada Water.
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Chair's report
Sydenham on the up in 2014

• The redevelopment of the St Clements Heights site at the
junction of Sydenham Hill and Wells Park Road, where the
St Clements Danes Estate Charity is planning to replace
dated almshouses with new accommodation for elderly
people, together with 20 three and four bedroom houses.
• A scheme to construct 46 residential units on the site
of Rookstone, the former Salvation Army care home
at Springfield Road (opposite the tennis club). Planning
permission has been granted despite many objections
to Bromley Council on the grounds of height, bulk and
inadequate consultation with the community.
• A development of 18 flats with retail space beneath will
shortly begin to take shape at 22a-24 Sydenham Road, on
the site of the former Nickell’s Blinds premises– filling in
one of the last major sites in the town centre.
The fate of Sydenham’s pubs remains an ongoing concern.
We were delighted to hear that The Windmill’s designation as an
Asset of Community Value was upheld in a landmark legal ruling.
Great credit goes to Mary McKernan and Neil Pettigrew who
appeared in court on behalf of the Sydenham Society and CAMRA,
and to the legal team at Lewisham who prepared the case.
Meanwhile, the Talma in Wells Park Road remains closed; there is
currently a planning application to refurbish the pub and to provide
flats on the upper floors. On a positive note, the Golden Lion is
now under new management. Plans include refurbishment, a new
menu and the continued use of the function room as a community
space. We wish the new owners every success!

Looking back over the past 12 months it’s marvellous to report
progress on many fronts in Sydenham. The exciting landscaping
of the library frontage at Home Park and the creation of the
Literary Piazza will undoubtedly attract new visitors to the park
and library. Great credit must go to the two friends’ groups
who worked so hard to realise their vision and, in the process,
create a smart new public space which will be a great focus for
a wide range of future events.
In the core shopping area of Sydenham Road things are
certainly looking up. The Sydenham Road Improvement Scheme
– providing new paving and crossings and much-needed pocket
squares in the high street – has progressed with the section from
Mayow Road to Kent House Road completed and work now
taking place on the stretch from Kent House Road to Bell Green.
After eight long years, we are hopeful that work will start
soon on the Greyhound. It is understood that paperwork from
Purelake detailing their construction methods was due to be
provided to Lewisham by the end of February. Subject to that
being agreed by Building Control, work should begin by the end
of March or in early April, with completion due midsummer.
The completion of the pub – the centrepiece of the 2009
scheme – will lead to the arrival of new businesses and greater
footfall, to say nothing of a much improved view as you approach
Sydenham from the west. Sydenham Road is really taking off!
Congratulations are also in order to the residents of Earlsthorpe
Road and the many high street businesses who got together to
raise funds to resurface Earlsthorpe Mews – the alleyway running
behind the shops on the northern side of Sydenham Road. What
was once a muddy lane is now an attractive tarmacked road.

Events
The hardworking events committee has laid on some great
events for us over the last 12 months. Regular talks, quiz nights
and meals out with Club 26 have kept us busy locally and have
been interspersed with fascinating visits further afield – to the
Wallace Collection in the West End, Dennis Severs wonderful
historic house in Spitalfields, the Freud Museum in Hampstead
and a memorable day out in Rottingdean last June. Our thanks
go to Jackie Aldridge and her team of energetic organisers!

Transport – running out of rails
Economic success and improved rail links have their downside.
When London Overground arrived in 2010 we congratulated
ourselves on having a greatly improved rail network that gave
us much improved links but where the trains still seemed to
run, even during rush hours, at below capacity. However, we
didn’t reckon on the exponential growth in passenger numbers
(see page 3). So it’s hardly surprising that we’re all crammed
in like sardines on Overground journeys during the rush hour.
It was a huge relief, therefore, when the news broke that
all Overground trains are being increased from four to five
carriages by April 2015 – a 27% increase in capacity.
Our Roads and Transport Committee under the Chair of
Ilse Towler has done a great job, attending regular meetings
with TfL and Southern, monitoring changes and also keeping a
watchful eye on improvements to Sydenham Road.

In Memoriam
It is with great sadness that I have to report the deaths of Barbara
Downing, Peggy Stacy, Gwyn Maysey and Ann Fahey. Barbara,
a former President of the Society, served for many years on the
Executive Committee. She was also a long time member of the
former Amenities committee. Along with her late husband, Mick,
she oversaw the catering at the Society’s AGMs and numerous
other social gatherings. For many years Peggy was an active
member of the Events Committee, organising many outings for
us, and a stalwart of the “Low Society” quiz team. Gwyn was an
active member of the community and a member of two choirs
– the Centenary Company and Lewisham Choral Society. Ann
campaigned for the improvement of state education and was
chair of Sydenham Secondary School and Eliot Bank Primary
school for several decades. Our thoughts are with their families.

Conservation and planning
The Conservation & Planning committee have looked at, and
commented on, many planning applications in the last year,
together with attending planning committees and, in the case
of our Chair Barbara Kern, fortnightly meetings of Lewisham’s
Amenity Society Panel. At the time of going to press three very
different developments are under consideration:

Annabel McLaren, Chair, Sydenham Society
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Sydenham Arts announce The Word Fair 5 –15 March
This Spring will see Word Fair – (the very first venture from Sydenham Arts, previously known as Sydenham Arts
Festival) a 10-day celebration of books, reading, spoken word and poetry. It celebrates the best in local talent and brings
some very special guests to this part of south-east London, championing World Book Day (5 March) and International
Women’s Day (8 March).
observe renowned poets performing.
Interactive and ground breaking events for families include
our World Record attempt, Words on the Street a children’s
book bonanza on Sydenham High Street, where we will
create the longest continuous trail of children’s books with
help from the community - all welcome! And don’t miss Tall
Tales and Small Stories at Sydenham Community Library and
its new Literary Piazza – featuring a host of children’s authors
and storytellers including Steve Cole, Ciaran Murtagh, Chitra
Soundar and festival favourite Randolph Matthews.
Expect an incredible range of events – performance poetry,
prestigious author readings, new writing and storytelling for
children and adults.

Highlights include Xialou Guo, named as one of Granta’s Best of
British Young Novelists, a British/Chinese writer and ﬁlmmaker
with more than eight books to her name. Malika Booker headlines
the Speak Your Mind event on the eve of International Women’s
Day, with a host of other female poetry talent.
Word Fair Poet in Residence Gale Burns hosts an evening
with Brian Patten who appears funny, uplifting and heartbreakingly
honest and John Agard, award-winning Guyanese poet and
playwright. Both are superb poets in their own right and we are
excited to have them perform their work with some surprise
poetic voices. We also have Alan Johnson MP fresh from winning
the Ondaatje Prize and the Orwell Prize in 2014, performing a
reading of his acclaimed memoirs and signing copies. The Cafe
Cantos is a café crawl taking you on a fascinating wander through
words at many vibrant cafés across Sydenham where you can

Threat to London’s most famous public golf course
Lewisham Council plans to close the public golf course at Beckenham Place Park. The 107 year old course is one of the
most famous public golf courses in the UK – recorded for several years as the most played public course in Europe by the
Guinness Book of Records. Since inheriting the course from the GLC the Council, having initially enjoyed a considerable
financial windfall from its green fee income, has failed adequately to manage the course and now proposes to deprive the
community of inner London’s only public 18-hole golf course.
These proposals have succeeded in uniting park users (dog
walkers, nature lovers, local residents as well as golfers) in
opposition to the closure of the golf course. “Having golfers
around when we use the park makes us feel safe”, was a view
shared by many.
During the next few months Lewisham Council must
conduct a second, more comprehensive public consultation
before submitting more detailed plans to the HLF. Campaigners
hope that their efforts will allow the golf course to be retained
within those plans.

Following what has widely been described as a flawed
consultation process in January/February 2014, Lewisham
obtained the offer of some £5 million from the Heritage Lottery
Fund towards improvements to the park. This initiative was
applauded as park users had for many years been only too
aware of the Council’s virtual neglect of this wonderful park.
General dismay followed, however, when it was disclosed that
the Council’s bid (details of which were not disclosed to the
Beckenham Place Park Working Party prior to submission – as
requested) included the closure of the golf course.
The proposed redevelopment of the park includes
restoration of elements of the historic 18th century landscape,
together with the creation of a large lake and an events area.

David Hansom
Chair, Friends of Beckenham Place Park
Chair, Beckenham Place Park Working Party
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Tenth Anniversary Festival of St George and
St Michael Parish Church
The tenth anniversary of St George’s Parish Church, Vancouver Road SE23 will be celebrated this year. It was built on
the site of the old St George’s Church, which was closed after it was damaged by fire in 1976. Urgent action was needed
to resolve the problem of a lack of places to worship while services for the St George’s congregation were held at the
Kane Hall, Carholme Road.
The church was created to replace the redundant churches
of Christ Church, South Road (built in 1854 by the Earl of
Dartmouth), St George’s (1880), Vancouver Road, and St
Paul’s, Taymount Rise (repaired and re-dedicated in 1950).
Building work began in 2004, and the new church was
consecrated a year later by the Bishop of Woolwich.
The new parish church of St George, with Christ Church and
St Paul, was funded by the sale of the redundant churches and
the development for sale of town houses on part of the original
site of the old St George’s. That this merger of three churches
has been successful is due to the leadership of the Rector, Father
John Ackland, who took on that challenge and a subsequent one
in 2012, when the new parish church united with St Michael’s,
Sydenham. This union created the Forest Hill Team Ministry.
The redbrick building of the new St George’s was designed by
a local architect, John Richards, who collaborated closely with Father
John. As the old building was removed, the reason for its subsidence
became clear: its foundations were only nine inches deep!
The new church is a fine example of the use of natural light
and the light wood used in the fabric and furniture of the building.
A statue of St George and the magnificent Rose Window and
Nine Orders of Angels were preserved from the old church,
with the stained-glass windows, originally in the west end of
the old church, now sitting proudly in the east end of the new.
Designed by the artist Henry Holiday, they are recognised as fine
examples of both ecclesiastical art and late Pre-Raphaelite glass.

The 10th anniversary will be a festival of events to mark
the occasion, all of which are listed on St George’s website at
www.geomick.co.uk. The Bishop of Southwark will lead the
10th anniversary celebration on 25 April, with a Flower Festival
in the church from 22-26 April. There will also be a candlelit
procession led by the Bishop of Woolwich on St George’s Day,
23 April, between the Chapel–on-the-Hill and St George’s
Church.
Councillor Susan Wise, Perry Vale Ward and Chair
Perry Vale Assembly, Chair Friends of Horniman Museum
and Gardens. Tel/Fax: 020 8699 6520.
cllr_Susan.Wise@lewisham.gov.uk

Individual Electoral Registration (IER)

Dear members

Are you on the Electoral Roll – can you vote in May?
Recent changes in registration mean that not everyone who can
vote will be able to vote.
Under the old system one person completed the
registration form on behalf of all the people in the property.
Under IER people have to apply to register individually. For the
first time, people can make their application online at www.gov.
uk/register-to-vote. It takes as little as three minutes to apply
and you need to provide your name, address, date of birth and
National Insurance number.
Electoral Services at Lewisham will be writing to all
households in the borough with the details of the people
currently registered at that address.
Please watch out for this letter and check that all the details
are correct. If there are any changes to make, instructions will
be given about how to make these. Even if you are registered,
please check with your family and friends and remind them
to make sure they are properly registered. Don’t forget, only
people who are registered can vote. For further information
email: electoral.services@lewisham.gov.uk or call 020 8134
6086. To register online go to www.gov.uk/register-to-vote

Your annual subscription for 2015 is
now due.
If you have received a phone call or email from Roger
Feather reminding you that your subscription is
overdue this means that your subscription for 2014
is also a year overdue and you are about to be struck
off our list of members, in which case this will be your
last newsletter.

We really do not want to lose you from
our membership, so would ask you to pay your
subscriptions for 2014 and 2015 without further
delay, if you have not already done so. You could also
complete the standing order form on the inside back
cover to ensure that your future subscriptions are paid
each year on 5 January from 2016 onwards.
Thank you for your continued support.
Annabel McLaren
6

Sydenham Society News • Spring 2015

Long-term future of Crystal Palace Park
Consultation on £2.4m improvements
on Crystal Palace Park
In January Bromley updated local stakeholders on what
has happened since the previous consultation on how
to refurbish the nine features of the park. With funding
coming from the GLA (£2m) and Bromley Council
(£400k), the decision was voted on by park users and
local residents last September. Bromley had allocated
£240k to local community projects within the park,
leaving £2.16m available for the preferred nine projects.
Since September work has been done to cost these projects.
Unsurprisingly, the costs exceed the £2.16m budget. It was likely
therefore that only several items on the project list will be considered
and stakeholders were asked for their preferences. The outcome of
the January consultation is as follows:
• The concert platform repairs are considered “prohibitive
considering its limited future use”.
• T
 he two projects to remove all parking from within the park
and re-landscape need further feasibility work and are likely
to be too costly. A small amount of parking near Paxton’s
bust will be landscaped.
• Paxton basin and fountain – there is money to repair the
basin only, so this is on hold.
• Refurbishment/conservation of the dinosaurs – work will
start on conserving some of the dinosaurs and making them
more secure from vandalism.
• Refurbishment/conservation of the sphinxes and granite
steps – there is enough money to refurbish the sphinxes,
which will be done, but not the steps at this stage.
• The turnstiles at the end of the central axis will be removed.
• Lake café – will be refurbished, to a higher grade, adding a
second storey with terrace.
• Skatepark – will be built, but where this will be is still under
discussion.
Further details will be announced in March.

Picture Quiz No. 4
Where is this?

Goodbye to ZhongRong
In October 2013 Boris Johnson, Mayor of London,
Stephen Carr, Leader of Bromley Council and Mr Ni of
ZhongRong Group (ZRG) announced plans to rebuild
the Crystal Palace at a cost of £400m, with £100m to
go towards park improvements. Since then, very little
information has been gleaned about their proposals.
Deadline after deadline came and went.
There was no brief and no architect was appointed
from a list of six internationally renowned partnerships
which had indicated an interest in developing ZRG’s
proposals. The consultation process, planned to keep the
local community informed of progress, ground to a halt in
March 2014.
The Exclusivity Agreement, which came into force in
November 2013, between ZRG and Bromley Council
expired on 1 February. This agreement prevented
improvements to approximately one third of the park during
this period and a bid for Heritage Lottery Funding for some
£7m towards the improvements was put on hold.
On 6 February, Bromley gave ZRG 14 calendar days
(until 20 February) to agree to a number of financial and
business planning-related conditions before the Council
would consider the renewal of the Exclusivity Agreement.
They also made it clear that a non-refundable sum of
£5m, for improvements to the park, would need to be
paid upfront before an extension of six months would be
considered.

STOP PRESS: On 25 February, a press release
from Bromley confirmed that the exclusivity
agreement with the ZhongRong Group will
not be renewed.
Pat Trembath

Answer to Picture Quiz No 3:
This shows the decorative plaster work
above the first-floor window of the
pharmacy at 264 Kirkdale. The terrace
from numbers 264-274 Kirkdale was
built in 1875 and Daniel Harris opened a
pharmacy at number 264. Around 1901
Arthur Benedict Makepeace took over the
pharmacy and the shop retained this name
until a couple of years ago when it was taken
over by the Touchwood group. The image
of cranes is one that occurs frequently in the
Arts and Crafts movement. The photo was
taken sometime around 1908.

Steve Grindlay
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Sydenham Literary Piazza
Completion of the Sydenham Literary Piazza at Home
Park was celebrated on Saturday 6 December by a party
and launch event. Following the Sydenham Assembly
held in the library, Helen Goward’s Stickybeak Theatre
produced a play “This Elf has had Enough”, enjoyed by
children of all ages against a background of hubbub from
people attacking the buffet.
The Mayor of Lewisham, Sir Steve Bullock, made a short
speech before the St Michael’s Singers, with Alison Johnson, lit
their (electronic) candles and led everyone out onto the Piazza,
where the Mayor gallantly climbed into the flowerbed to turn
on Lower Sydenham’s first outdoor Christmas tree. The choir
sang carols and then we all
headed back inside to the
comparative warmth of the
library. After the speeches,
we were entertained by the
choir Singology.
The event was
attended by the Mayor,
Councillors from Bellingham
and Sydenham wards, a
representative of the GLA,
and over 150 people from
the community. We also had
representatives from various
stakeholder groups including
the Friends of Home Park,
the Sydenham Society,
the Friends of Sydenham
Community Library, Hazel
Grove Tenants and Residents Association, Adamsrill Parent
Teachers Association and library volunteers.
The Christmas tree and lights were funded by generous
donations from Myriad Books, Progas Heating and Manns
Countrywide Estate Agents. Jonathan Kaufman of Sydenham

Arts was awarded funding
from Bellingham Assembly for
the entertainment. Additional
contributions came from the
Friends of Home Park, Friends
of Sydenham Community
Library, Tesco Community
Fund, Sainsbury’s, MJ Carpets
and many others. Tracy, Sue
R, Gaynor and Gina managed
the buffet and drinks and
Heather donated the mulled
wine. All our friends pulled
together to celebrate a truly
special occasion.
This very special project has opened up for us a new area
of Home Park as a safe and attractive setting for the library. This
area will afford us space for more community events, flowers,
shrubs, seating and a performance space to be used from 14
March onwards.
The Literary Piazza Project started with Anthony Scully and
the Friends of Home Park aiming to combat the
perception of the library entrance as a gloomy
place in need of brightening up in order to
welcome visitors in. They had already secured
the outdoor gym, the community garden and
the outdoor classroom. A workshop was held
in 2011, attended by over 60 people, with
academics from the Open University and the
University of Kent. This resulted in the Friends
of Home Park and the Friends of Sydenham
Community Library attending three local
ward assemblies to ask for attendees’ views.
Support from the Sydenham Society and ward
assemblies enabled architect Ed Holloway to
draw up initial plans.
By autumn 2013, £37,500 in funding from
the Mayor of London’s Pocket Parks Fund had
been matched by Lewisham with Section 106
funding and Lewisham selected landscape
architects Wynne-Williams Associates. Wynne8
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Sharp of Lewisham’s Highways
department progressed the repaving of this part of Sydenham
Road to fit in with the Piazza
completion.
Martin was also able to
arrange for Skanska’s Alan
Agent and Stuart the electrician,
to provide a socket for the
Christmas tree and replace some
defective lights on the outside of
the library with new LED lights.
This was the icing on the cake,
together with Roy Ramrutton of
Breyer Housing arranging for Rob
Sinclair to supervise the Breyer
apprentices who painted the
library window frames, drainpipes
and railings next to the Piazza.
Now we are hoping that
spring will allow the planting to
settle in and we are looking forward to our first
literary event “Tall Tales and Small Stories” on 14
March from 2pm-5pm. This will be the grand
finale of a week of book and spoken word events
in Sydenham and will be presented by Jonathan
Kaufman and Ciaran Murtagh. Headlining the event
will be children’s author Stephen Cole with Jan
Blake and others. See posters and the Sydenham
Society e-newsletter nearer the time for more
details.

Williams’s draft plans were taken to the
three local assemblies and displayed in
the library in March 2014. Feedback from
the consultations showed that additional
seating, lighting and an electricity supply
were needed to realise the Piazza’s aims.
At the outset we could afford only a
smaller paved area. However we were
lucky to be awarded £10,000 funding from
Veolia Environmental Trust, allowing for
the additional paving, electrical work for
a socket attached to the library, planting,
signage and community noticeboards
(to be installed in spring 2015). We also
received £10,000 from Awards for All,
which covered additional sockets suitable
for events on the Piazza, carved wooden
seats, the Story Chair and the wooden
books decorating the
new planter, plus an
allowance for café chairs
and tables to allow
users to sit outside on
sunny days. We wanted
artwork to emphasise
the literary connections
of the Piazza, and Bruce
Harrison kindly asked for
proposals from members
of the Sydenham Artists
Trail. Dave Evans came
forward with plans for
the wooden books, the
Story Chair and the seats.
Library volunteers and
others suggested which
books should be included.
Wood was sourced
locally, mainly from a tree
which had been felled in
Beckenham Place Park.
From May to December 2014,
the stakeholder group met regularly
to share information and suggestions.
It was a real pleasure to work with
Martin Hyde of Lewisham Greenscene,
Chris Thompson of Glendale and Gill
Wynne-Williams of WWA. Processes
and decisions were always clear to us,
and the work progressed rapidly in a
spirit of cooperation and good humour.
The contractors, TL Loughman, finished
the resin bonded paving just in time
for Chris Thompson and his staff to
carry out Gill’s ambitious planting plan.
Chris and his team also made a special
trip to put up the Christmas tree. Paul

Anthony Scully, Ilse Towler
[Ed: Congratulations to everyone involved in what
has been an incredibly successful project led from
start to finish by Anthony Scully and Ilse Towler,
and involving so many local people and community
organisations.]
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Mayow Park gets outdoor gym
The cold weather has not stopped the excitement in
Mayow Park.
An outdoor gym and trim trail equipment have been
installed and are ready to use, bringing with them a smile to
the faces of many who use the park. A survey of park users
last August highlighted support for both projects and Lewisham
officers were successful in obtaining funding for both sets of
equipment which were installed in early February.
There are a number of maintenance issues that need
addressing, particularly the state of some of the paths. In
addition, many park users will have noted the boggy area that
grew over the past two years, causing problems along paths
and large puddles at the entrance to the tennis courts. This
problem appears to have been caused by a mains water supply
from a property backing on to the park and has, hopefully,
been resolved. However, it will take several months for the
area to recover as the soil has become extremely saturated.
The park continues to be well used. The new café,
along with a busy and thriving Grow Mayow Community
Garden, attract many people into the park. An exercise class
for mothers with young children meets regularly and Forest
School uses some of the woodland around the park periphery.
Our dog walkers are also a valuable asset to the park and the
Friends group is always grateful for their valuable support.

Some wonderful volunteers help maintain the herb area and
orchard.
For more information about the Friends of Mayow Park
see our blog on friendsofmayowpark.blogspot.co.uk, or send
an email to friendsofmayowpark@ymail.com or join our
Facebook group.
Alona Sheridan, Chair, Friends of Mayow Park

Wells Park news
Wells Park is looking lovely this winter…
Whilst we are struggling with our finances and morale can
dip at this time of the year... the wildlife remains as happy
as ever.
I did my RSPB Birdwatch survey at the end of January
and can report that we have some wonderful birds in Wells
Park: woodpecker, robin, blackbird, song thrush, blackcap,
sparrow, great tits, to mention just a few.
The Healthy Living Walks continue to take place in the
park, starting by the pond near the Ormanton Road gate at
11am every Tuesday. Just turn up on the day.
Our annual Bat Walk with the Wildlife Trust will take
place on Friday 29 May at 8.45pm. Again, meet by the
pond. There is no charge, but donations are invited. The
Plant Sale this year will be on Sunday 7 June from 11am2pm in the area of the centre flowerbed. Proceeds will go
towards general improvements in the park. Last year we
bought the picnic benches by the top playground.
There will be a café opening later this year, so watch
this space!
The Sydenham Wells Park Improvement Group
(SWPIG) meets four times a year in the Maintenance Hut
at the top entrance to the park in Wells Park Road. Anyone
using the park is very welcome to attend. The next meeting
will be on Tuesday 28 April at 4.30pm
Monika Mitchell, Chair, SWPIG
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Plantastic fun at the Horniman
From May onwards
the exhibition will also
be accompanied by
specially designed and themed outdoor displays, including
a mass planting of sunflowers, a floral picture of the
“anatomy” of a flower and a spectacular border themed
around plants that attract pollinating insects.
Plantastic is at the Horniman Museum and Gardens until
1 November. Ticket prices: Child £3.85, Adult £7.15, Family
£18.15.

Ever wondered how a bee sees the world? How a plant
can move when it’s rooted in the ground? And why is
dung so important? Visitors to the Horniman Museum
and Gardens can discover all this and more, as its new
family-friendly exhibition Plantastic brings the miniature
world of plants to life on a massive scale.
From super seed pods and exploding cucumbers to
sun-seeking flowers and a huge crawl-through root system,
Plantastic’s interactive exhibits and games will bring visitors
up close to all kinds of fantastic plant life, to reveal how
plants feed, move, reproduce and survive. Plantastic also
explores how we use plants in our daily lives, and how
essential they are for the world’s survival.
Wes Shaw, Head of Horticulture at the Horniman,
says: “We all appreciate a beautiful flower and enjoy the
fruit and veg on our plates. But how many of us know
how or why a plant makes those things happen? There’s
an awful lot going on underneath the soil and inside plant
structures that is quite simply amazing. Come along to
Plantastic and see for yourself just how fantastic plants are.”
Alongside Plantastic, the Horniman is running a series
of themed events and activities – from family craft sessions
making pop-up bees, natural lip balm, leafy masks and cress
creatures, to an adults-only Nature Late event featuring
wildlife-inspired street art, 21st-century taxidermy, nature
films with live music, and more.

Annual General Meeting
The Sydenham Society’s 42nd Annual General Meeting will take place on Tuesday 14 April 2015 at 7.45pm at the Golden Lion,
116 Sydenham Road. All members are invited to attend and to join the Executive Committee for a drink and get-together after
the formal business.

Agenda

The Society has three sub committees which in 2014 were
chaired by:

1. To receive the 2014 Accounts and Auditor’s Report
2. To elect Officers and Members of the Executive Committee
3. To appoint an Auditor
4. Any other business

Barbara Kern: Conservation and Planning
IlseTowler: Roads and Transport
Jackie Aldridge: Events

Election of Officers and Members of the
Executive Committee

The Executive Committee would like to put on record its
warmest appreciation for help over the past year from the subcommittee chairs and their members: Andrew Budd, Stephanie
Burne, Steve Grindlay, Sue Grindlay, Angela Hall, John Hutchinson,
Lesley Kennedy, Paul Kennedy, Rosemary Linnell, Mary McKernan,
Barry Milton, Patrick Moulik, Anthony Scully, Alona Sheridan, Dennis
Smith, John Towler and Pat Trembath.
The Executive Committee would like to thank Pat Trembath,
Emma Mallinder and Julia East for all their hard work on the
editing, design and production of the Newsletter. On behalf of
the membership, the Executive Committee wishes to record its
grateful thanks to Pat, together with our army of distributors, for their
tremendous effort in walking the streets of Sydenham and Forest
Hill delivering the Newsletter. We would also like to thank our
hardworking Treasurer and Membership Secretary, Roger Feather
and our website manager Barry Milton.

Any member can be nominated for election as an Officer
or Member of the Executive Committee. Nominations in
writing must be seconded and have the Nominee’s consent.
Nominations must be sent to arrive 7 days in advance of the
AGM to Annabel McLaren, 35 Bishopsthorpe Road, Sydenham,
SE26 4PA; email annabelmclaren@myriadbooks.co.uk
The Society’s Constitution allows for up to 12 members,
plus officers. In 2014 there were 8 Executive Committee
meetings. Attendance was as follows:
Annabel McLaren		
Jackie Aldridge		
Janice Brooklyn		
Roger Feather		
Angela Hall		

8/8
6/8
6/8
5/8
7/8

Barbara Kern
Barry Milton
IlseTowler
Gloria Watson

7/8
8/8
8/8
8/8
11
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THE SYDENHAM SOCIETY
Income and Expenditure Account for the Year Ended 31 December 2014
				
		 2013					
2014		
£							£
			
Income
		
4300
Subscriptions				
4160.00 		
		
419
Donations				
386.17
		
115
Proceeds of events (net)				
-16.00		
4886		
52
Interest on National Savings and Bank Accounts		
52.99		 4583.16
										
										
			
Expenditure							
		
2469
Printing and stationery				
2936.66		
		
423
Postage and telephone				
495.31		
Library leaflets				
35.00		
		
568
Subscriptions including Civic Voice				
568.00
40
St Bart's floodlighting				
40.00
1
40
Insurance				
140.00
240
Equipment and website				
240.00
250
Sydenham Arts Festival				
250.00
Windmill legal advice (net) 				
420.00
100
In memory of Bryan Leslie & Jimmy Dickens			
200
Crystal Palace underpass contribution				
608
Projector and screen				
5207
169
AGM				
206.90
5331.87
-321 		

Excess of income over expenditure			

			

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 2014 			

		
8912

National Savings Investment Account				
Cash at Bank				

7065
1847

		

-748.71

7117.84			
1006.98
8124.82

		
388
Less							
388			
Subscriptions in advance				
350.00		
350.00
8524									 7774.82
			
			

Accumulated fund 31.12.2013				
Excess of income over expenditure 				

8523.53		
-748.71		

		

Balance 31.12.2014				

7774.82		

H R FEATHER - HON TREASURER					
				
I have examined the above Income and Expenditure Account and Balance Sheet with the books and records of the Society, and
have obtained all the information I require. In my opinion these financial statements give a true and fair view of the financial affairs
of the Society as at 31 December 2014 and of the income and expenditure for the year then ended.				
			
K DAVENPORT - HON AUDITOR							
Date: 10 February 2015
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Lionel Atwill: The Exquisite Villain
who lusts after naïve country girl, Marlene Dietrich, “because
the cameramen in the 1930s didn’t have colour they had
to be inventive with black and white and different shades
of grey and shadows, with different lights coming through
windows and blinds.” A good film to watch on YouTube
would be Captain Blood (1934), the story of an enslaved
doctor and his comrades in chains who escape and become
pirates of the Caribbean.
For film buffs and horror aficionados, or for people who
would like to know more about a truly interesting homegrown Hollywood character, Lionel Atwill: The Exquisite
Villain is available from Amazon.com, the publisher’s website
Midnight Marquee Press (www.midmar.com), Kirkdale
Bookshop, or directly from the author at harry.np@virgin.
net for £17.99.

Sydenham author Neil Pettigrew’s latest book, Lionel
Atwill: The Exquisite Villain is a film biography of the
1920-40s actor and producer Lionel Atwill who was born
in south London. The Hollywood star is best known for
horror films, where he used his immense stage presence
and piercing stare to captivate audiences.
Born on 1 March 1885 in South Norwood, Croydon,
Atwill spent the first five years of his life in a terraced house
which he shared with his parents and three brothers. He
moved to 54 Lennard Road, Penge where he lived for
over 10 years, before making his stage debut at the Garrick
Theatre, London, in 1904.
Beginning his career in silent films in 1918 and debuting
on Broadway in 1919, Atwill was soon a firm favourite with
Universal Pictures. Pettigrew believes his successful transition
was due to his English accent. “He had a terrific voice and
precise diction and he would come out with some great
lines of dialogue which he could deliver to perfection. English
villains usually have an outwardly sophisticated demeanour
which is suggestive of hidden layers of depravity.”
Pettigrew first encountered Atwill as an 11 year old
boy watching the 1933 film Son of Frankenstein with his
parents. “He was nothing special to look at, but he had eyes
that possessed a cold intensity that few other actors could
match.” This started Pettigrew on a lifetime of collecting
memorabilia and film posters from this era. It also took two
solid years to research this book which included visiting the
V&A Theatre Archives, The British Film Institute and both
Sydenham and Forest Hill libraries, where information on
living relatives led to additional photographs and information.
This will be the second factual book by Pettigrew and is
structured in two halves; the first half is a biography and the
latter is about the films he made. His favourite film is The
Song of Songs (1933) where Atwill plays a sinister Baron

Kate Mallinder

Dulwich Picture Gallery
with the original. Visitors will be invited to return to compare
and contrast. How does the brushwork differ? How has the
varnished aged on the original? How has the Chinese artist
interpreted the style of painting of an Old Master?

From 10 February, visitors to Dulwich Picture Gallery will
be set the challenge of identifying a Chinese replica hanging
among the 270 Old Master paintings on display. “Made in
China: A Doug Fishbone Project!” will explore the nature and
importance of the original versus the copy and the role of art
as commodity, a subject of increasing importance in our age of
global mass production.

Conceived by artist Doug Fishbone and curated by
Dr Xavier Bray, Arturo and Holly Melosi, the gallery will
temporarily remove one of its paintings from the frame,
replacing it with a replica commissioned by Fishbone and
produced by one of China’s numerous exporters of handmade
oil paintings, costing $126, shipped!
Until 26 April the public will be invited to identify the
replicated painting and have the opportunity to submit their
answers via an iPad in the Gallery. Those with the correct
answer will be entered into a competition to win a custom print
from the Gallery’s collection, signed by Fishbone. The replica
will be revealed on 28 April 2015 when it will hang side by side
13
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SABRE: SAint Bartholomew’s REstoration
Appeal: Update
BACS: NatWest, Account: PCC of St. Bartholomew
Sydenham, No: 37307894, Sort: 60-21-12. Tax payers can
Gift Aid by contacting Peter as above or by downloading the
Gift Aid form through the Restoration page of our website:
www.stbartschurchsydenham.org

Saint Bartholomew’s church restoration appeal has raised
over £120,000. Thank you so much for all your support!
You should see scaffolding going up around the tower
in the very near future so the clock faces, which have
become unstable, can be removed for safe-keeping.
In the meantime appeals to major funding bodies are now
beginning to take shape. Planning a project of this size and
complexity is a very lengthy and detailed business. There is
much to be done before funding applications can be made,
such as surveys, feasibility studies and consultation with
potential funders. St Bart’s hopes to have more to report
in the next newsletter and is keen to hear the views of
members of the Sydenham Society as to the future of this
beautiful building.
Do follow our progress on: www.stbartschurchsydenham.org
Donations can be made by:
Cheque: payable to PCC of St Bartholomew Sydenham c/o
Peter Stubbs, Treasurer, 7 Doctors Close, Sydenham, SE26
6DL (stbartstreasurer@hotmail.co.uk)

Paradisal Players Concert for
Meningitis Help Charitable Trust
Sunday 29 March 2015, 5pm
St Bartholomew's Church, Sydenham
F Schubert: Symphony No. 8 in B minor, "Unfinished"
M Bruch: Romance for Viola and Orchestra in F
J Sibelius: Symphony No. 5 in Eb, Op. 82
Gwendolyn Fisher: viola
Samuel Burstin: conductor

The Paradisal Players welcome you to a concert celebrating the
healing power of love. Schubert's two-movement masterpiece
starts with pain and darkness and ends in serene peace. Bruch's
Romance is a little-known gem, the gorgeous melodies invoking
his famous violin concerto. And 100 years after its composition,
Sibelius's magisterial, nature-inspired fifth symphony contains a
glorious theme depicting sixteen soaring swans that still gets the
heart beating like wings.
Founded in 2011 by conductor Samuel Burstin, the Paradisal
Players are brilliant musicians who play heavenly music for wonderful
causes. Drawn from London's finest orchestras and music colleges,
they give their time and expertise for free. So far they have helped
raise over £106,000 for charities including the British Red Cross, Crisis,
Amnesty International, Veterans Aid and the NSPCC. They believe
that great music enlightens and enhances lives when performed with
passion, understanding and love.
Paradisal Players concerts are free to attend and all are welcome.
Donations will be taken for Meningitis Help Charitable Trust.
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Zanzibar Night Club
The owners of Zanzibar recently appealed against
Lewisham’s Licensing Committee’s decision to refuse
their request for a Temporary Event extension of the
licence until 4.30am on Saturday 31 January.
Following a six-hour hearing at Bromley Magistrates’
Court, during which evidence of anti-social behaviour
associated with previous licence extensions was
examined, Lewisham’s decision was upheld. The owners
of Zanzibar were ordered to pay Lewisham’s costs.
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EVENTS
Syd Soc Events – Dates for your diary:

Tewkesbury Lodge Estate Residents Association

Tuesday 10 March: 7.45pm: Quiz Nite at the Golden
Lion. Sydenham Society’s popular Quiz Nite returns in
aid of a local charity. Entry £2 per head. Contact Jackie
(020 778 5455) or Pat (020 8659 4903) to book a table
for your team. Individuals welcome as scratch teams can
be formed on the night.

Annual Open Gardens
As part of the National Garden Scheme, four gardens in the
Tewkesbury Lodge SE23 area will be open in aid of charity
on Sunday May 31 (2pm-6pm) and Saturday 20 June (5pm8pm) and Sunday 21 June (2pm-5pm). Admission £7 covers
entry to all gardens. Further details in our weekly e-news
nearer the date.

Friday 27 March: 7.30pm: Club 26 meets to eat at
Trattoria Raffaele. All members are welcome. Phone the
restaurant on the number given to reserve your place and
mention you are part of Club 26: 020 8778 6262
Tues 14 April: Sydenham Society AGM: 7.45pm at the
Golden Lion
Friday 24 April: Club 26 visit to the Geffrye Museum,
Hoxton, with lunch. Meet at Sydenham station at 10.25am
for the 10.31am Overground to Hoxton. We plan first to
visit the exhibition 'Homeless Seeking Shelter in Victorian
London' £5/£3 concessions. If you just want to meet for
lunch, we will be in the restaurant at 12.30pm and the
Overground journey takes about half an hour. Please let
Pat (020 8659 4903) or Jackie (020 8778 5455) know if
you are coming by Friday 17 April at the latest, as we will
need to reserve a table if there are more than 8 people.
Tues 26 May: Club 26 returns to The Lemon Tree, 144
Sydenham Road – 020 8778 0146
Local Ward Assemblies
Perry Vale Assembly
Tuesday 10 March, 7pm at Dietrich Bonhoeffer Church,
Dacres Road
Sydenham Assembly			
Wednesday 18 March, 7pm at The Sydenham Centre,
44 Sydenham Road

St Christopher’s Will Week, 16-20 March
Ensure those you love and care about are provided for, and
help St Christopher’s plan for the future.
Have you been putting off making or updating your Will?
Intestacy laws are complicated, so to ensure your wishes are
carried out, take this opportunity to sort out your affairs and
help your local hospice at the same time. Our Will Week offers
a great opportunity to make or update your Will free of charge
(as long as it is not highly complicated).
To take part in Will Week, call Anna on 020 8768 47573
or email her at: a.somerset@stchristophers.org.uk

Theft of number plates
The police advise that in recent months there has been
a significant increase in the frequency with which car
number plates are stolen. A high percentage of these are
then used to commit further offences including robbery
and theft. Criminals are using the victim’s number plates to
avoid detection and arrest.
Preventing number plate theft is easy! The fitting of
number plates with tamper-proof screws prevents thieves
from stealing your number plates. They have come to
an agreement with Halfords located at Catford Hill. They
will provide tamper-proof screws FREE OF CHARGE.
Merely attend and state that you have been referred by
the police.

!

SYDENHAM SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM
Yearly cost of membership
Individual (includes partner)		
Senior Citizen (includes partner)
Postal Member (includes partner)

£6.00 per annum
£5.00 per annum
£8.00/£7.00 per annum

Name

Renewal is due in January. Postal members are those resident outside
SE23 and SE26 postal areas. Subscriptions can be paid by cheque or
Standing Order. Please make cheques payable to The Sydenham Society.

Bank details for The Sydenham Society STANDING ORDER
Name of your bank/building society

Address

Address of your bank/building society
Account Number

Sort Code

Signed

Post code
Tel day
Email

Tel eve

Your Name (please print)
Please pay the Sydenham Society (Lloyds Bank plc, Sydenham Branch,
Sort Code 30-98-42, Account no. 00524410) the sum of £8/£7/£6/£5 (please delete
as appropriate) on 5 January each year until further notice. This replaces any
Standing Order in favour of the ‘Sydenham Society’.

Please return to: Roger Feather, 71 Hall Drive, Sydenham, London SE26 6XL Tel: 020 8778 4318 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com

SYDENHAM SOCIETY
NEWS

Christmas Extravaganza 2014
Sydenham’s festive celebrations were even more elaborate
this year, beginning with the Christmas market in the
pocket squares, offering hot food and unique gifts for
sale. Peter Caesar did sterling work on the keyboard, and
entertained the visitors with a selection of sing-along songs.
At noon the action extended to the Sydenham Centre,
where craft workshops were laid on for younger visitors to
make beautiful peg dolls and Christmas lanterns. Upstairs,
SEE3 had collaborated with Sydenham Arts to produce a
musical extravaganza to delight audiences of all ages. Hosted
by our ebullient local councillor Chris Best, it showcased an
array of local talent that included Forest Hill pupils performing
both original and repertoire
music; Gina Watson, soprano,
singing a range of festive songs
and the fabulous Frockettes giving
it the Christmas swing.
Meanwhile in the High Street
the ever jovial Father Christmas
was much in evidence (as was
his bell), while he searched high
and low for his errant reindeer.
Not to be outdone, the 6ft 3in
Christmas “elf” joined in the fun.
A good natured frolic ensued to
the amusement of bystanders.
All along Sydenham Road traders
offered a selection
of seasonal tasters
and treats to the
throng of merry
shoppers.
As the day
drew to a close Our
Lady and St Philip
Neri school’s brass
band led the crowd

outside the centre in a session
of community carol singing.
This was followed by the
lighting of the Christmas tree
in Queensthorpe Square,
conducted by an exuberant
Father Christmas who had
finally captured his reindeer.
It was a very entertaining day, enjoyed by all that
took part. If you missed it, make sure
you don’t next year.
Heather Mallinder

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
A warm welcome to the following new members:
Angie’s Flowers
Bespoke Biscuit
Gordon Carrick
Tony Chandler
Ben Cordle
Philippa Davidson
Rachel Davies

Pat Day
Agnes Estibals
Richard Fergusson
Hugo Greer-Walker
Gurkha’s
Peter & Marina Huey
Priscilla Johnson-Quiah

Mrs V Judd
Mr & Mrs Lloyd
Lander Lopez
Martin McKay
Jane McNamara &
Richard Breeze
Jacqueline Pennell

Members are reminded that subscriptions for 2015 are now due. Many thanks, Roger Feather, Treasurer.
Tel: 020 8778 4318 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com

Carlos Platoni
Adam Pope &
Mari McNamara
Cal Sawyer
Mark Tittle
Margaret Varley
Justine Vella
James White

www.sydenhamsociety.com
Covering all aspects of local community matters

Member of the London Forum

Member of Civic Voice

