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As a result, the council sent a legal letter to the owners giving 
them 14 days to get back on site and provide a timetable 
for completion. Lewisham’s head of law assured everyone 
that “the legal foot would not come off the pedal”. Planners 
confirmed that the rebuilding of The Greyhound was 
considered to be a top priority.

Over the next few months various meetings between 
Lewisham planners, Building Control and Purelake were held 
in order to agree a timetable for the works and the method 
statement needed because of the unsound structural state of 
the building.

On 5 March Lewisham Planning reported that they were 
satisfied with Purelake’s response to these matters and that they 
expected Purelake to start work on the site during the week 
beginning 13 April. Failure to return to the site by 27 April 
would result in a letter from Lewisham’s lawyers threatening 
enforcement action. Purelake failed to return to site, asking for 
a further site meeting with Building Control on 30 April. 
A letter threatening enforcement action was sent to Purelake 
on 27 April.

 Following the 30 April meeting between Purelake and 
Building Control, Lewisham issued the following statement: 
“Following a number of meetings and discussions with the 
London Borough of Lewisham, we have agreed that Purelake 
will return to site to start rebuilding The Greyhound on 
Monday 11 May. A programme of work has now been agreed 
between the Council and Purelake that includes carrying 
out repair works to the building fabric including replacing 
the fractured lintels above the windows. A new roof will be 
constructed and windows installed to ensure the building 
becomes weatherproof. Once the new roof is in place the 
current timber second floor will be removed and a new floor 

installed so that it is above the top level of the windows.
“Building Control will be monitoring the work to 

ensure the structure is rebuilt in accordance with current 
regulations. Purelake have said they will clear the external 
areas so that they are neat and tidy, including removing the 
site hoarding once the building is secured.  Building Control 
will keep the situation under close review to make sure this 
agreement is adhered to.”

As we go to press we can report that after two years 
Purelake ARE back and work has begun on tidying up the 
site. It is early days yet and when there is a new roof under 
construction we may start to believe that we really will have a 
rebuilt Greyhound pub before the end of the year. However 
our hopes have been raised and dashed before... 

SYDENHAM SOCIETY
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Summer 2015

Last September the Sydenham Society launched a “Rebuild the Greyhound Pub” campaign, aimed at persuading the 
developer, Purelake, to get back on site and rebuild the pub after 18 months of inactivity, which has resulted in the building 
deteriorating and the site becoming an increasing eyesore. The society also urged Lewisham Council to do everything in its 
power to bring matters to a head, and so the September Sydenham Assembly meeting agreed to refer the matter to the 
October Mayor and Cabinet meeting.

11 May, Purelake back on site
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Sydenham Society Contacts

LOCAL MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
Jim Dowd MP for Lewisham West and Penge
Helen Hayes MP for Dulwich and Upper Norwood
c/o House of Commons London SW1A 0AA

LEWISHAM COUNCILLORS
Civic Suite Lewisham Town Hall Catford SE6 4RU
020 8314 6000

Bellingham Ward
Alan Hall    Ami Ibitson    Jacq Paschoud

Forest Hill Ward
Peter Bernards    Maja Hilton    Paul Upex

Perry Vale Ward
John Paschoud    Alan Till    Susan Wise

Sydenham Ward
Chris Best    Liam Curran    Rachel Onikosi

BROMLEY COUNCILLORS
Bromley Civic Centre Stockwell Close BR1 3UH
020 8464 3333

Crystal Palace Ward
Angela Wilkins    Richard Williams

Penge and Cator Ward
Katherine Bance    Kevin Brooks   Peter Fookes

SOUTHWARK COUNCILLORS
Town Hall Peckham Road SE5 8UB
020 7525 5000

College Ward
Jon Hartley    Helen Hayes    Andy Simmons

Community Police Teams
Community Police contact non-emergency numbers for 
Lewisham have all changed to 0300 123 1212

In an emergency dial 999
For non-urgent police matters dial 101

For environmental noise nuisance call:
Lewisham Council 020 8314 6000
Bromley Council 020 8464 3333
Southwark Council 020 7525 5000

SYDENHAM SOCIETY CONTACTS YOUR LOCALLY ELECTED OFFICALS

OTHER CONTACTS

The Sydenham Society is an independent group 
representing the interests of local residents. 
Sydenham Society News is non-partisan, 
non-political and non-commercial.  

Chair  
Annabel McLaren
chair@sydenhamsociety.com

Treasurer & Membership
Roger Feather
membership@sydenhamsociety.com
020 8778 4318

Newsletter Editor
Pat Trembath
news@sydenhamsociety.com 
020 8659 4903

Newsletter Design & Layout
Julia East
news@sydenhamsociety.com

Newsletter Copy Editor
Emma Mallinder 

Newsletter Distribution
Pat Trembath
020 8659 4903

Conservation & Planning
Barbara Kern 
conservation@sydenhamsociety.com

Events
Jackie Aldridge
020 8778 5455 
jacquelinealdridge@gmail.com

Roads & Transport
Ilse Towler
iandj.towler@btinternet.com
020 8778 3743

Local History
Steve Grindlay
localhistory@sydenhamsociety.com
020 8699 6398

Contact Address for post
Sydenham Society
35 Bishopsthorpe Road
Sydenham
SE26 4PA

If there is something you would like the society to tell 
everybody, or a local issue you feel strongly about, please send 
your article, maximum 300 words, to the editor. 
Sydenham Society News is read by many local residents, 
old and new, so please spell out all acronyms and explain 
anything that a newcomer might not understand.  
All articles are subject to editing by the Editorial Team.
Email your article to the Editorial Team at:
news@sydenhamsociety.com or send hard copy to
97 Longton Grove SE26 6QQ.

Disclaimer
The views expressed in articles are those of named contributors and 
should not be regarded as statements of policy of the Sydenham Society.

Want to be kept informed about news and events in SE26? 
If you haven’t already signed up for the Sydenham 
Society e-newsletter, you can do so by visiting 
www.sydenhamsociety.com and forwarding us your email 
address. You’ll then be sent our regular e-newsletter 
packed with local news and information about what’s 
going on in Sydenham and the surrounding area.

ARTICLES PLEASE!

E-NEWSLETTER

The deadline for articles for the next newsletter will be Friday 31 July 2015
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Better buses, better environment
Chalk and cheese? 450 BusHave you noticed something which has improved our quality 

of life in Sydenham? It’s something I notice particularly as 
St Bart’s Vicarage is wedged between Westwood Hill and 
Kirkdale, two busy bus routes. For years we have had to 
endure old or badly maintained buses roaring their engines 
in low gear while they approached the roundabout, then 
heard the same roaring round the back in Kirkdale. From 
time to time you heard one with awful brakes that squealed 
and protested as the driver advanced by one yard and then 
braked. Not only that, but while idling, these buses would 
judder and vibrate at an alarming rate, often shaking the 
windows of our house as they slowly moved past.

Travelling on these buses was a nightmare experience, 
too. If you made the mistake of sitting at the rear of the lower 
deck, chances are your back would be dislocated by the end 
of the journey and you would have a headache caused by the 
sheer din of the engine and the vibrations transmitted to you by 
every part of the vehicle.

Well, there is good news for all who live on the 122 
route or travel by it. Stagecoach has introduced some brand 
new hybrid buses. These are altogether quieter and appear 
swifter. The hybrid technology they use is intended to cut down 
on carbon pollution, because the diesel engine does less of the 
work and the electric motor does more. I understand that such 
vehicles will eventually be introduced all over London as part 
of a strategy to improve the air quality of the capital. For the 
meantime, however, it seems travellers on the 176 and 197 
will have to endure journeys which are about as comfortable as 
a theme park ride. 

This seems to me a constructive, green approach to public 
transport, which has contributed greatly to London’s pollution 
in the past. And by being quieter and quicker, the new buses 
are doing our ears a service too. Not only that, but designers 
are managing to make buses look more attractive. The most 
striking, of course, are the so-called Boris Buses, the ones with 
the two staircases and diagonal slashes of black, managing to 
look both retro and futuristic at the same time. These were 
designed by the talented Thomas Heatherwick, also creator of 
the Olympic cauldron and the projected garden bridge across 
the Thames.  I believe about 600 of these are coming into 
service. If it then appears to be “cool” to travel by bus, this 
might contribute to reducing the current rush-hour madness on 
London’s streets.

In researching this, I stumbled across an interesting website 
called Beno, which points out that there are different types 
of hybrids. Those on our route, apparently, are not the best 
ones. The best are those made by Alexander Dennis, which 
use a BAE hybrid engine. Ours are the new Wright buses, 
which use a Volvo engine, which apparently is not as green as 
it might be. However, it’s a step in the right direction. Our local 
environment is improving.

[First printed in Sydenham Life, the St Bart’s Parish Magazine]

Rev Michael Kingston

Transport for London’s response to a question from Ilse Towler, 
Chair, Sydenham Society’s Roads and Transport Committee: 

Thank you for your email of 24 March 2015 to Arriva London, 
concerning capacity on route 450 bus during the peak times in 
Sydenham. I’m sorry that the buses are always overcrowded during 
the peak times. I appreciate how frustrating this must be for you.

We make every effort to ensure our bus services meet the 
demands of our customers. Usage is regularly reviewed to ensure 
that our bus routes provide sufficient capacity. We also closely 
monitor the reliability of our routes to ensure that customers 
receive a regular, dependable service.

I’ll make sure my colleagues are aware of the specific details of 
your complaint. I’ll also put forward your suggestion to run a double-
decker during the peak times, so they can look into it further. If 
necessary, we will carry out surveys on the route to assess whether 
additional capacity may be required. We will then take appropriate 
action based on the information received and data collected.

When investigating complaints about over-crowding, we check 
whether there have been gaps in the service caused by short-term 
factors such as roadworks. These can be addressed without the 
need for a permanent change. If the full service is operating reliably, 
and the over-crowding is persistent, we can consider providing 
additional journeys at the busiest times.

Thanks again for contacting us. If there is anything else we can 
help you with, please reply to this email and I’ll be happy to help 
you. Alternatively, you can speak to one of our customer service 
advisers on 0343 222 1234.
Fahmida Elahi, Customer Service Adviser
Transport for London Customer Services
[Ed: not much hope here for those who regularly squeeze into the 
ancient 450 minibuses to go up Westwood Hill]

We caught a regular shoplifter after a long foot chase – he was 
wanted for five outstanding shoplifting offences. We interviewed and 
charged him, and he was given a custodial sentence of 18 weeks.

Speeding remains a concern to everyone. Please let me 
know of any roads in which you are particularly concerned about 
speeding vehicles. We have had our speed gun reconfigured so 
that we can now use it to measure the speed of cars and issue 
fixed penalty notices. This will result in a fine and additional points 
on an offender’s license. For repeat offenders this could mean a 
driving ban which will make our roads safer.

Officers from Sydenham SNT along with colleagues from 
Perry Vale and Forest Hill SNT have participated in a recent 
motor vehicle crime initiative led by the sector inspector, 
Inspector Knowles. We devised this operation to counter the 
recent rise in theft from local motor vehicles. In just one day, 
we arrested five people for theft from motor vehicle offences. 
Further enquiries led to the recovery of a stolen motorbike.

Shaun Rodway APS 264PL (DWPC). Phone: 020 8649 3598 
Email: Shaun.Rodway@met.pnn.police.uk

From the Sydenham Neighbourhood 
Police Team
You spoke. We listened. We took action.
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On Friday 27 March the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge 
visited Hazel Grove estate to look at the work carried 
out by the XLP Community Bus Project.  This is an early 
intervention project for young people and has been working 
on the estate for the past seven years. The project aims 
to support young people with difficulties who are likely to 
become involved in anti-social activities and gangs.

Friendly youth workers operating from the bus, offer a 
range of drop-in and learning support sessions, sports activities 
and music making. The goal is to help these young people 
make wise life-style choices, complete their education, work 
hard to achieve their ambitions, and better relate to their peers, 
families, communities, police and teachers. The bus visits Hazel 
Grove weekly working in partnership with a team of local 
volunteers from the estate.  Various initiatives for Hazel Grove 
have been funded by the Sydenham Assembly including some 
projects on the XLP bus particularly the Hazel Intergenerational 
Filming Project – A Journey In Words and Songs. 

Cllr Chris Best presented the royal couple with the 
Hazel Grove Intergenerational Project album as a memento 
of their visit. The album contained a DVD and photos 
of residents showing the collaborative work across the 
generations.  Younger members of the community are 
involved with performing arts, whilst the older members of 
the community bring valuable life experience to share with the 
project.  The activities are resident-led with the support of the 
XLP Youth project and Lewisham Homes.

Chris, as Chair of the Sydenham Assembly that has funded 
the various projects over recent years said, “It was a proud 
moment to present the album and talk about the community 
spirit in Sydenham.” She explained the journey of working with 
residents and how members of the community volunteered to 

work together to share experiences.  The film has been shown 
several times and is an inspiration to local communities. The 
Duke and Duchess showed a particular interest in the photos of 
the community garden led by community leader, Jean Beckford.

[Ed: The visit to Sydenham was the last public engagement carried 
out by the Duchess before the birth of their daughter, Charlotte 
Elizabeth Diana]  

Those who value Britain’s pubs as social gathering places 
have reason to celebrate, following a landmark decision by a 
tribunal judge.

In December 2013, Lewisham Council’s Liz Dart acceded 
to an application by our local branch of CAMRA (Campaign 
for Real Ale) to add The Windmill to the Council’s register of 
Assets of Community Value (ACVs).

Within a month, the owners (St Gabriel’s Properties Ltd) 
had closed the pub and exercised their right to challenge 
Lewisham’s decision. The long legal process that followed 
culminated in an appeal hearing in a central London court.  

A key part of the owner’s argument hinged on whether 
local branches of national organisations met the criteria laid 
down in the legislation that governs ACV designation. Neil 
Pettigrew, South East London CAMRA’S pub protection officer, 
supported by fellow CAMRA and Sydenham Society member 
Mary McKernan, appeared in court alongside representatives 
of Lewisham Council and contended that the branch did meet 
those criteria.  

A tense few weeks followed, as His Honour Judge NJ 

Warren asked for further documentation relating to local and 
national CAMRA’s constitutions. 

Finally, the decision was handed down. The appeal had 
failed on all counts, which is great news for The Windmill. It 
is also good news for other pubs, as the judgment sets a clear 
legal precedent that gives the green light for CAMRA’S network 
of local branches to go ahead and protect vulnerable and 
important community gathering places all over the country. 

The next step: The Windmill Action Group is looking 
to find partners to work on a joint venture that will see the 
Windmill fulfil its potential to be a vibrant and welcoming multi-
function venue, with a pub at its heart.

Neil has the dubious honour of having enjoyed a drink 
in the Windmill on the day it opened and on the less happy 
occasion of its closure. Here’s hoping that he (and we) will 
soon be raising a glass in a refurbished and revitalised Windmill.

If you would like to be involved in the campaign to save The 
Windmill, please e-mail: windmillactiongroup@virginmedia.com

You can read the fulljudgment here: www.tinyurl.com/
Sydsoc-Windmill

Kate and William visit Hazel Grove

The Windmill in Kirkdale is a landmark. It’s official! 
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In a bid developed through SEE3, V22 and Lewisham Council, 
V22 has secured £113,000 from the Arts Council to improve 
the design of spaces at the front and rear of the Grade II listed 
Louise House. This will also enable some additional landscaping 
work to take place between the Library, Louise House and the 
Forest Hill Pools complex creating an integrated open civic space 
on the edge of the town centre, at the same time improving the 
sight-lines on a dangerous corner.  Design work has started as 
the grant must be spent within the current financial year.

In addition Lewisham Council has successfully bid for 
£650,000 from Transport for London for improvements to   
Dartmouth Road to enhance the existing environment, manage 
traffic, improve parking and provide a sense of place. Consultation 
has just begun on raising the level of the road, narrowing the 
road to 6.2m, widening the pavements where possible to include 
inset parking bays, using high quality materials in key spaces 
and providing better situated bus stops. Public Consultation will 
continue through to December 2015 while detailed designs 
are created. Tendering will take place between December and 
February, with work commencing in March 2016. Lewisham 
Council and V22 confirm that both schemes will be designed to 
integrate with each other.

A pre-feasibility study is currently taking place to look at 
how Dartmouth Road and Kirkdale (from Willow Way 
to Peak Hill) could be made safer and the environment 
improved. In February Lewisham’s Transport Development 
Officer, together with traffic engineers and consultant 
landscape architects met with residents and local 
councillors interested in the area around Kirkdale to discuss 
the problems of managing this stretch of highway. 

With four bus routes, a doctors’ surgery, several primary 
schools, a secondary school and a day nursery as well as 
shops, this road is particularly busy at all times of the day. The 
accident rate of 25 personal injury accidents in the past five 
years (one of which was serious), compared to six in the same 
period of time on the Dartmouth Road to South Circular area 
described on the left, gives considerable cause for concern.  

Subjects discussed included: should the road be made 
narrower, with wider pavements to allow for inset parking? 
What is the best place for pedestrians crossing the road and 
are the zebra crossings in the right place? Where should 
the bus stops be sited? Apart from encouraging traffic to use 
the area as a through route, what does the roundabout do 
to improve the area, is it in the right place and is there an 
alternative? Can Kirkdale be re-created with a sense of place?

It was emphasised that the situation in Kirkdale was one of 
the most interesting under pre-feasibility consideration, but it is 
one of eight areas in Lewisham in need of improvement; only 
three of these will be the subject of a Local Implementation 
Plan bid to Transport for London by Lewisham for funding in 
the next three years.  Any bid for such funding will need to be 
robust and the options will need to be within reasonable costs.

Pat Trembath

Consultation begins for Dartmouth Road improvements
Two successful bids have been won by V22, leaseholders of Louise House (now artists’ studios) and by Lewisham 
Council for improvements to Dartmouth Road and the public realm from Forest Hill Library to the South Circular road.

Meanwhile in Kirkdale...

This is one of the capitals at the roofline 
of each corner of the front of Whitehead 
House, 4 Jews Walk. The house was built 
in around 1847 and was originally named 
Grove House. It was grade II listed in 
March 1973 and the listing mentions the 
“angle pilasters with composite capitals” 
amongst other architectural features. The 
building has been under scaffolding for 
some weeks and Joe Johnson of Faithorn 
Farrell Timms (FFT) said the firm is working 
with conservation officers to repair and repaint the single glazed windows 
and install secondary glazing internally. In addition they are installing some 
double glazed timber sash windows at the side and rear. FFT will be 
doing further work in Jews Walk in line with conservation requirements to 
improve and standardise the road.

Picture Quiz No. 5
Where is this?

Steve Grindlay

Answer to Picture Quiz No 4:
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An estimated five to six 
thousand books, donated 
by publishers, charity shops, 
schools and libraries, formed 
a snaking line all the way 
from Kirkdale Bookshop 
to Sydenham Community 
Library. They spanned a 
confirmed distance of 0.6993 
miles or 1115.8 metres. This 
is 0.01 mile longer than the 
previous record of 0.68 miles 
set by Australians on Bondi 
Beach. The organisers are 
now waiting for the official verification from The Guinness 
Book of Records team.

Word on the street: successful 
world record attempt

Fresh Foxtrot Fusion
Lewisham Peoples’ Day, Saturday 11 July,  Sydenham Arts Festival, Sunday 12 July

Sydenham’s high street was a-buzz with book lovers on 
Sunday 8 March as more than 500 volunteers, including 
families with young children, helped Sydenham Arts set a 
brand new world record for the longest continuous line of 
children’s books laid end to end. 

Fresh Foxtrot Fusion is a free two hour workshop 
organised by Year 9 Students from Forest Hill School (FHS), 
as part of the school’s Young Citizens’ Programme (YCP). 
The aim is to use music and dance from all generations 
to bring together people of all ages and cultures to share 
and participate in positive experiences that enhance the 
wellbeing of the community.

Fresh Foxtrot Fusion will take place on 11 and 12 July 
2015 as part of the festivities for Lewisham People’s Day and 
the Sydenham Arts Festival, respectively.

This snazzily named workshop is the brainchild of a 
group of Year 9 FHS students who fought off competition 
from a cohort of 240 students taking part in FHS’s YCP to 
successfully pitch and win the opportunity to have their idea for 
a community project turned into reality. The YCP encourages 
and supports students to become more active citizens who 
contribute positively to the growth and improvement of their 
communities. 

Since the YCP’s launch in November 2014, the students 
have been working hard alongside their teachers, local ward 
councillors, young advisers from Lewisham’s Young Mayor’s 
Office and specialist facilitators from Emergency Exit Arts 
to research, design and plan projects that address a locally 
identified need, to benefit local people.

Through the Fresh Foxtrot Fusion the students hope 
to create a social exchange through music and dance that 
promotes interaction, collaboration and the building of positive 
intergenerational relationships. 

The student organisers are keen to contact individuals and 
community groups interested in participating in the project. 
To learn about the workshops and to get involved email:  
c_parts@foresthillschool.co.uk or call 0208 613 8423.

The YCP is funded by the National Lottery through the Big 
Lottery Fund & L&Q Housing Association.

Starting with an Independence Day High Street 
celebration on 4 July, look out for the brochure 
containing full details of all events taking place during 
this popular local festival. It will be available in June from 
cafés, shops, and libraries in Forest Hill and Sydenham.

Sydenham Arts Festival, 4 –11 July
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New businesses opening in Kirkdale and Sydenham

Emanuelle Marshall is a children’s shoe shop at 235 
Dartmouth Road (near the roundabout at Kirkdale) providing 
school shoes, plus shoes for babies, pre-walkers, toddlers and 
teens and importantly, a qualified measuring service. A selection 
of children’s clothing for special occasions will also be on offer 
shortly. Open Monday to Friday 9am-5pm, Saturdays 9.30am-
5pm and Sunday 12-4pm.

Wylarbo Chomp is a new, small, family-run sandwich 
and snack bar at 273 Kirkdale (near Cobbs Corner) whose 
enticing menu and colourful shop front is successfully attracting 
a health-conscious crowd through its doors. Domenica Griggs, 
the owner, says: “I don’t cook with oil, I dry-fry food and only 
use low-fat mayonnaise in my salads”.

There are more than 10 different salads to choose from, 
featuring such delicious items as Griggs’ signature tuna, egg or 
chicken “chomp” filling, a mix of sweet peppers, sweetcorn, 
onion, a meat or fish ingredient, and reduced-fat mayonnaise. 
Jacket potatoes with “chomp” and a choice of other healthy 
fillings are also on the menu – as are rolls, baguettes and 
sandwiches. Cooked breakfasts are a customer favourite, with 
bacon grilled rather than fried, eggs scrambled and tomatoes 
and mushrooms an important part of the offering. Why 
Wylarbo? Domenica created the name using the initials of her 
close family members. Visit: www.wylarbochomp.co.uk

My Front Room is a brand new tea room with 
homemade cakes at 341 Sydenham Road. Does exactly what it 
says on the tin. With all of her kids having flown the nest, local 

Sydenham Grandmother Moreline has decided to open the 
doors to a new tea room for relaxing and indulging in a cosy 
setting. With tea, fresh coffee and delicious homemade cakes, 
My Front Room brings something new to the high street of 
Lower Sydenham. You can also take your cake home for special 
occasions – ask Moreline about her homemade celebration 
cakes made to order.

As we go to press two more shops are opening:  
Hibagon Sushi and Grill at 124 Kirkdale (previously 

That’s Amore) is tweeting that the owners have a lease, the 
keys and hope to be opening soon; at 24a Sydenham Road, 
Shirin has opened with an offer of falafel wraps, daily baked 
baklava, as well as coffee and fresh juices.

Also opened in the past few months Aizah at 20, 
Sydenham Road, CKBEstates at 60, Sydenham Road and 
Signs & Print at 160, Sydenham Road.  

Coming soon
The empty Floorzone premises at 246 Kirkdale will be fitted 
out soon and will sell sports clothing as well as the trainers 
currently on offer.

My Front Room
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New offers from established retailers        

Digalittle @ Sugahill, 252 Kirkdale
First Sunday of each month 10am-4pm    
Dig A Little (www.Digalittle.com) is a new breed of record event. 
Originally created and organised by three individuals who all 
have a penchant for a spot of vinyl. It is a monthly excursion 
into the joys of record playing, collecting and trading, an 
opportunity to mingle with like-minded people, chat, sell, 
buy or trade both used and new records while listening to an 
assortment of DJs drop sets of rare and classic soul, funk, jazz 
and disco (some for sale, some not). 

Chris & Yasemin, owners of Sugahill Cafe at Cobbs 
Corner, have turned the first Sunday of each month into a 
must reach event for local, and many not so local, record 
collectors and enthusiasts. Chris is an ardent collector and an 
accomplished  funk DJ with guest spots at numerous night 
spots around London. 

The day runs from 10am to 4pm with a number of local 
DJs dropping tunes from behind the counter, while we dig for 
those records. Why not come along.

The Calabash of Culture, 21 Sydenham Road
A gift shop and so much more.

Grab a bite to eat from the ‘Honey Hive’, a Vegan cafe 
which focuses on food that is good for the body including 
cooked foods, live foods, salads & wraps.
A Cornucopia of Events

Drumming workshop on Saturdays for families from 1pm. 
Adults £12 and Children £6, there are discounts for block 
bookings, or if you bring your own drum. 

‘Abule’ On the last Friday of every month, we will host a 
pop up night offering a 3 course vegan meal, live poetry and 
Afro jazz. Entry £7.

Natural Health day will take place on the last Sunday of 
the month. Experienced naturopaths, herbalists and nutritionists 
speak on a range of illnesses and how you can naturally aid 
yourself in healing. Minimum donation of £5.

Kundalini Yoga on Thursday evenings 7.30-9pm. £10 per 
session, discount for block bookings.                                  
On the Hoof, 23 Sydenham Road 
Picture a dimly lit cafe/bistro with a rustic interior; a converted 
opticians shop on an obscure high street somewhere in south-
east London… picture candle light, friendly staff and great 
food… on a certain Saturday evening every month music 
gear, instruments and stage lights transform the little bistro and 
musicians from all over the local area pop in to share their 
wares… oh and picture members of the audience feeling 
the urge and jumping up to the mic to share poetry, songs 
and thoughts… this is Music Nights in Sydenham, created 
and curated by Canadian expats, Thomas & Devaki (Devi 
Productions, ThomasThomas, Colours Of India, Sydenham Arts.) 
and hosted by Ela & Jeremy (owners of On the Hoof Bistro & 
Coffee Shops). Call Ela to book a table: 020 8659 7333.

Cherry + Ice, 27 Sydenham Road 
Cherry + Ice was the first new shop to open as a result of 
the successful SEE3 2012 Portas Pilot bid. Taking a Lease on 
the renovated “Pop-up” shop, owners William and Debra 
opened Cherry + Ice in summer 2013. Offering a wide range 
of ice creams and sorbets as well as waffles, milk shakes and 
home-made soup, they quickly became a firm favourite with 
local residents of all ages.

In the past two years their offer has expanded to barista 
coffee, scrumptious cakes and a lunchtime menu which includes 
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freshly made filled baguettes, salads and some of the best 
lasagnes in town.

Now Cherry + Ice have joined other local retailers 
in opening out of normal trading hours to provide social 
activities.  On the last Friday of the month from 6pm till 
late they hold a Games Night inviting residents to come 
and play old fashioned parlour games including Scrabble, 
Monoploy, Jenga, Connect4 as well as cards. They are adding 
an Open Mic and Lip Sync Battle evening to our social calendar, 
so keep your eyes out for details.

All upcoming events will be advertised on all local social 
media platforms.

TSR Marketplace, 167 Sydenham Road
Pop up events in Sydenham
You may have noticed some interesting events taking place at 
Sydenham’s newest venue, The Shop Revolution Marketplace at 
167 Sydenham Rd. Although by day it looks very much like a café, 
by night it is more and more being transformed into a venue for 
supper clubs, pop up cocktail bars, night markets and arts events. 

Its owner, Louise Brooks, explains that this is very much 
by design: “In the early days we focussed on getting the café 
offering right, but it was always the intention to use the space 
for curated events and collaborations. It is a model that is 
constantly evolving in these early days and we have been trying 
variations of the pop up model with some businesses taking 
concessions in the space and others popping up for a day or 
a week at a time. But we have experienced most demand for 
the evening events and experiences and so we intend to build 
on them.”  The Marketplace also takes bookings and caters for 
private events and lunches.
Events in the coming weeks include:
5 June, 7-11pm: An evening of 20th Century Spanish Music 
and Poetry, with Spanish inspired menu; Sydenham Arts 
Festival fundraiser. Price/ticket TBC.
21 June, 7-11.30pm: Muddlers pop up cocktail bar. FREE 
entry, pre-booking required.
27 June, 7.30-11pm: Raclette supper club with Aga’s Little 
Deli. £25pp.
28 June, 11am-1.30pm: Floral crown workshop, £37.50pp

You can follow us on social media for more updates: 
www.facebook.com/TSRMarketplace @TSRMarketplace

New developments in the pipeline
The Orb apartment building at 278-280 Kirkdale is nearing 
completion and the retail unit will be marketed soon as either 
a shop or restaurant. The large site at 22a-24 Sydenham Road 
now has all the permissions in place and builders will be on 
site before long. A planning application has been submitted for 
96a Sydenham Road (the empty Connaught Leisure unit) for 
demolition and redevelopment.  

Also being discussed is the redevelopment of 138/138a 
Sydenham Road (on the corner of Knighton Park Road), whilst 
the O’Rourkes site has been vacated and looks likely to be 
developed for mixed use. Finally, Late Knights Brewery has 
submitted an application for an alcohol licence for 5 Kent House 
Road and, if successful, planning permission for a change of use 
and alterations to the premises will be made in due course. 
This may be news to many, but it’s a well-kept secret to others 
sworn to secrecy some months ago!

Sydenham Smiles   
I am delighted that the first two markets of 2015 have 
gone with such a swing.  SEE3 are now working in 
collaboration with Sydenham Arts on the High Street 
Happenings programme. In April Red Hot and Blue 
performed traditional jazz and in May the marching band, 
Les Zoings, were a crowd pleaser.  In between we were 
entertained with Salsa dancing on Venner Square and 
a drumming workshop on Queensthorpe Square. The 
funding for the entertainment on market days is from the 
Sydenham Assembly Fund matched by sponsorship from 
Manns estate agents. Look out for some other great local 
acts on the 2nd Saturday of the month – 13th June and 
11th July and see if you can spot the penguin.

Of course it helps when the sun is shining and we 
now have some regular traders in hot street food including 
Vietnamese, Mexican, North African, Caribbean and 
Vegetarian alongside some tasty cakes. Lewisham markets 
are booking the pitches so get in early as they were fully 
booked last month.

Chris Best, Councillor for Sydenham Ward and 
Chair of the Sydenham Assembly, Sydenham Town 
Centre Steering Group and SEE3. Tel: 020 8659 6445  
cllr_chris.best@lewisham.gov.uk
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Local fans of the The Apprentice might be interested to 
learn that entrepreneur, businesswoman and 2014 runner 
up, Bianca Miller was a student at Sydenham High School.

In February she returned to her old school as part of a day 
of talks and workshops to help prepare current students for life 
after school.

The 26 year old, who has a successful branding and 
training business in Bromley and narrowly missed out 
on The Apprentice crown last December, ran a workshop 
for Year 13 Sixth Formers about employability and building a 
personal brand. These topics are now integral to success in the 
competitive world of work and Bianca believes students should 
start thinking about them even before they begin a university 
career.

 The students were challenged to make elevator pitches 
(30 second summaries about themselves) and were given 
tips for writing a compelling CV and developing a networking 
culture. Bianca also urged them to take care with their social 
media profiles and make this the first day of thinking about 
themselves as a brand, in preparation for their futures.

She also held a question and answer session so that girls 
from Years 6 to 13 got the opportunity to ask her all those 
burning questions about her time on The Apprentice, her own 
career journey, her plans for her skin-tone hosiery business 
and, of course, her time at school.

Bianca told the girls that she had taken a huge risk in 
entering The Apprentice process as she had had to leave her 

successful business, The BeGroup, to take part.  However the 
risk paid off as the publicity from the show has helped her to 
grow her existing work and her hosiery business plan, Bianca 
Miller London, is on schedule to launch this autumn.

She confirmed that, yes, the candidates do only get 20 
minutes to get ready; the boardroom is truly scary; the café 
where the losing team meet is a real place; the interviews 
were by far the hardest task and her favourite moment was 
launching the drinks brand in New York.

In answer to a question about what her time at Sydenham 
High had taught her, Bianca said that being in an all-girls school 
had allowed her to feel that everything was within her reach 
so she never felt uncertain of her ability and strength when she 
started to work in the corporate world and a mixed business 
environment.

Bianca Miller returns to Sydenham High to inspire students  

Spectrum Ensemble London
Local musician Fiona Bryan wanted to play more 
chamber music, but was not drawn to any of the 
existing repertoire for wind ensembles. So she began 
to arrange some of her favourite pieces for an unusual 
combination of wind instruments. In doing so, she 
created a unique sound world and some entirely new 
repertoire for wind players. She chose an octet of two 
flutes, four clarinets and two bassoons for the piano 
and string music of Ravel and Debussy. She also adds 
brass, double basses and percussion for the symphonic 
repertoire of Mahler, Shostakovich, Rachmaninoff 
and Sibelius. 

Fiona’s friends and colleagues (many living in south 
east London) were interested in her ideas and began 
rehearsing together in January 2013. Between them they 
have an extremely impressive CV, working with many top 
orchestras. They gave their first performance as part of 
the Crystal Palace Overground Festival in 2013 and the 
octet recently recorded their first CD at St Bartholomew’s 
Church in Sydenham.

An unusual aspect of the project is Fiona’s exploration 
of her multi-sensory experience of music, as she perceives 
moving colours, shapes and textures when she hears 
sound. She has painted some of the pieces that she has 
arranged and these will be on display for the first time 

this year as part of the group’s sponsored day of music 
making activities in the 2015 Crystal Palace Overground 
Festival. The object of this day will be to raise funds for 
an application to the Arts Council. The event will consist 
of classes, concerts, open rehearsals, the exhibition and 
a reception showcasing the many and varied skills of 
Spectrum Ensemble London. The group will be joined by 
soprano Camilla Jeppeson and blues band The Blue Amen. 

The music making day will run from 9am-9pm 
on Sunday 28 June at St John the Evangelist, Upper 
Norwood. If you would like to take part, or learn more 
about the group, visit: www.spectrumensemblelondon.com 
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An integral, indeed vital, part of any town is its small 
shops, which are often taken for granted. Shopkeepers 
and staff work long hours, six or seven days a week to 
provide us with our essential needs. Although small local 
clothes shops are rare now due to on-line shopping, in 
the post war years Sydenham’s women often bought 
their clothes locally. Witness to, and purveyor of, the 
charming and colourful changes in women’s fashion 
in the 1950s and 60s was Marjorie Marshall, whose 
two shops on Sydenham Road were much used by 
Sydenham’s young, and not so young, women.

Marjorie is one of our charming nonagenarians who has 
spent her entire life in this area. Born in Forest Hill in 1922, 
Marjorie grew up next door to Kilmorie School and was 
a pupil there. She married young, aged 17, at the start of 
World War II and, after bringing up her daughter, Marjorie 
went into business. She opened her first shop in 1957 at 179 
Sydenham Road (demolished in the mid 1990s and now the 
site of Orchard Court flats). Her Ladies Outfitters proved 
popular and her biggest sellers in the early days were the 
classic 50s twin sets, which were then at the height of fashion 
(as can be seen in packets, in the photo!)

With the demise of stockings in the early 60s, tights 
suddenly became fashion essentials for women and Marjorie 
remembers that in the infamously cold winter of 1962/3 they 
sold like hot cakes in her shop. Around 1966 Marjorie’s business 
moved up the road to 36a Sydenham Road (now Sydenham 
Flower Studio) just as hem lines were rising. Mary Quant was 
revolutionising women’s’ fashion and the 60s were really starting 
to swing. Marjorie was right on the spot, selling many a mini-skirt 
to Sydenham’s fashionable young ladies. However, Marjorie’s 
customers weren’t all teenagers. Peggy Spencer, of the Penge 
dancing school and Frank and Peggy Spencer TV fame, would 
often buy long velvet dresses and ball gowns from her shop.

Marjorie worked hard all this time and recalls doing her 
accounts while the Sunday joint was roasting. Unfortunately 
a devastating robbery, together with expensive roof repairs 
eventually forced Marjorie to close her shop in the early 
1970s. Always a well-known and well-liked figure in 
Sydenham’s retail community, she helped serve the famous 
cakes and bread at Slatters (now The Cake Store) and also 
pulled pints at The Dolphin pub during the 70s and 80s 
before taking a well-earned retirement.

Every day Marjorie sees her daughter, Angela, who also 
lives locally. Angela used to be a hairdresser at Nuthatch, in 
Sydenham Road which older readers may recall. They may 
also remember Sydenham clothes shops such as Fred Terry 
and Paulro’s, as well as Marjorie’s. Although such shops have 
had their day, shopkeepers like Marjorie are appreciated by 
us as a well-respected, important part of Sydenham’s past. 

Michael Viner ©2015 with sincere thanks to Marjorie 
Marshall

Marjorie Marshall

Lovers of horticulture are in for a real treat with three newly 
designed and themed gardens in the Horniman’s glorious 
gardens. Exploring the themes of our indoor Plantastic 
exhibition, the displays include a mass planting of sunflowers, 
a floral picture of the anatomy of a flower created from more 
than 3,000 bedding plants and a beautiful border themed 
around plants that attract pollinating insects. 

The Horniman Gardens also feature in an exhibition of 
photographs of some of south London’s parks, open spaces and 
natural areas taken by Herne Hill based photographer Max A Rush.   

There’s live music, a sundial tour, storytelling, vegetable 
instrument making workshops and more at our Gardens Festival 
on 7 June, a day of family events and quirky performances inspired 
by our Gardens as part of the Chelsea Fringe Festival.

Our African Summer season will showcase London-based 
artists, whose work will reveal the diversity of people, art 
forms, ideas and traditions inspired by this vast continent and 
its diaspora. Throughout July and August, the Horniman will 
play host to live music, photography, museum displays, film 

and dance – including carnival parades and Afro-jazz picnics, as 
well as African-inspired family favourites such as arts and crafts, 
object-handling and storytelling.

The first event is Africa Dance! on 5 July, a day of dance 
and cross-arts performances delivered in partnership with the 
Association of Dance of the African Diaspora (ADAD) and 
Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance programme, 
as part of Bloom Festival.

The wonderful world of plants is further celebrated in 
a new display by artist and academic Edward Chell in our 
Natural History Gallery from 11 July.  Bloom, inspired by plants 
both inside the Museum and outside in the Gardens, features 
silhouettes painted on gesso panels or ceramic and metallic 
objects. These silhouettes are displayed alongside objects from 
the Horniman’s collection that have inspired Edward’s work. 

For more information about these and other events at 
the Horniman over the summer, or to become a Horniman 
Member, please visit www.horniman.ac.uk. 

Horniman Museum and Gardens 



Sydenham Society News  •  Summer 2015

12

We are now in our third year of opening up this oasis of 
greenery between 1pm and 4pm every last Saturday between 
March and September. More and more people are coming to 
appreciate it and help with volunteering.  When possible, we 
also like to have special events, so on 30 May, we are again 
combining our Open Day with a Teddy Bear hunt/picnic.  
On 27 June, our AGM will provide an opportunity for some 
pond dipping. 

Other groups can also use the reserve, for example the 
Secret Adventurers pre-school group have discovered our 
frogs, toads and newts, as well as all the plants and birds. 

Our pond, originally dug out by LB Lewisham Environment 
to reflect the line of the old Croydon Canal, and supported 
with help from the Perry Vale Assembly and Froglife, provides 
the perfect breeding ground for amphibians, who spread out to 
the advantage of gardeners all around.

On 17 May we held a special event with ex-professional 
forager and chef, Claudio Bincoletto, where he explained and 
demonstrated the opportunities for eating several wild plants, 
but also the problems of over-exploitation.  As part of the same 

event, we introduced the native oyster mushroom to help 
with the decay of some sycamores, and are looking forward to 
sharing the harvest in coming years with sponsors of the event.

To keep in touch, visit our website: dacreswood.org.uk, 
where we publish a weekly diary of plant and animal life and 
expert volunteers post about the birds and plants they see. 
This year, for the first time, we have heard both blackcaps and 
chiffchaffs enjoying the insect life supported by our pond.

For updates, follow us on twitter, @dacreswood, or join our 
mailing list at an Open Day or via our web site contact form.

Dacres Wood Nature Reserve

Mayow Park spring update
Springtime in Mayow Park is delightful with blossom on 
trees and wild flowers on the ground. A careful search 
found violets and snake's head fritillary in early April. An 
8am bird walk in mid April was well timed as birds were 
clearly visible in the trees as they went about building 
their nests. Twenty different bird species were seen 
including nuthatches, one of whom was protecting its nest 
hole from noisy parakeets. The wooded perimeter of the 
park also makes an ideal habitat for many birds

Our full time park keeper, Rita, was made redundant at the 
end of March as part of the funding cuts to parks. Twelve park 
keepers have been reduced to six, however we are fortunate to 
have another park keeper for two days a week. To ensure the 
park is kept clean, a mobile unit visits the park once daily. This 
is clearly not enough to keep the park free of litter, but two of 
our regular dog walkers have volunteered to help pick up litter 
when they walk round the park. The offer has been accepted by 
Greenscene and Glendale and arrangements are in hand. 

The problem boggy area that was caused by water flowing 
from a back garden into the park, has been sorted at last! The 
orchard is growing well and we may see fruit this year. The 
herb and fruit beds near the café continue to be tended to by 
volunteers including young children with their parents. 

On sports matters, the outdoor gym and trim trail are well 
used and the tennis courts, as always, are popular. The cricket 
season has begun, and Caribbean Mix played their first match 
on Saturday 25 April. Their fixtures list is on the notice board. 

The café is a big attraction and proving to be a popular 
meeting place. Behind the café, Grow Mayow Community 
Garden provides activities for families and a peaceful space 
in which to relax.

For more information about Mayow Park visit 
friendsofmayowpark.blogspot.co.uk

Alona Sheridan, Chair, Friends of Mayow Park

Sunday 31 May 1-6pm: Three Open Gardens at  
Tewkesbury Lodge: 25 Westwood Park, SE23 3QG, 
7 Canonbie Road, SE23 3AW, The Coach House, 
The Hermitage, SE23 3QD. Off the South Circular Road, 
behind the Horniman Museum. Within 5 minutes walk of 
each other there are three gardens featuring art, ceramics and 

sculpture, with delicious home-made teas and plants for sale. 
Combined entrance £7.
Thursday 4 June: Croquet at Sydenham Lawn Tennis Club, 
Lawrie Park Road, 3-8pm. Bring deckchairs and rugs and enjoy 
tea and cakes, Pimms and canapés. Book in advance via the 
website www.stchristophers.org.uk/opengardens  

St Christopher’s Hospice. Local Gardens open in aid of St Christopher’s
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The Green is looking wonderful, with even a few bluebells beginning 
to emerge following last year’s planting. The primroses have made a 
stunning show along with some cowslips and we’re hopeful that more 
wild flowers will spring to life soon, particularly the blue geraniums. 

A local resident has made a brilliant job of the pathways, another 
resident cares for and mows the grassy areas and members of the Nature’s 
Gym group have built the new insect hotel. Our pond has suffered from 
foxes, dogs and humans so we need to do something about it. The Green 
needs a water area and meanwhile the existing pond will be cared for as 
a boggy patch. Bowls and containers have appeared dotted around the 
Green – if you find one try to keep it filled with water when you have a 
moment and a bottle of water to hand. This is helpful for birds and other 
creatures. 

If you would like to volunteer to help, we hold workdays on the 
second Saturday of each month, 10.30am–2.30pm. We would love to see 
you one Saturday. Or do visit any time just to enjoy the peaceful greenery. 

Visit our website for details, including membership of the Friends 
group, which looks after the green year round: www.amgfriends.org.uk

Sydenham Wells Park news 

La Petite Bouchée in Sydenham Wells Park

Albion Millennium Green update 

Due to budget cuts, Glendale has been forced to reduce 
the park keeper from five days a week to three. Ainsley is 
shared between Wells Park (Friday, Saturday and Monday) 
and Mayow Park (Sunday and Thursday). Unfortunately 
this has resulted in some park damage and vandalism and 
there has been a rise in thefts of Glendale equipment. 
Local park users are helping to stop this crime by 
maintaining a neighbourhood watch.

We hold a healthy living walk every Tuesday at 11am, 
meeting at the pond near Longton Avenue. Just turn up, as 
there is no need to book. The tennis courts in the park are 
proving popular and are much in use now summer is around 
the corner. We are also looking forward to a café opening in 
the park this summer.

Wells Park dates for your diary:
Bat walk led by the London Wildlife Trust on Friday 29 May, 
8.45pm. Free event but donations welcome on the day. 

Annual plant sale: Sunday 7 June 11am-2pm, held on the 
centre flowerbeds. Donation of plants and volunteers needed.
Guided park walk (dates to be confirmed).
Anyone who has an interest in the park is welcome to come 
to the Sydenham Wells Park Improvement Group committee 
meetings on Tuesday 8 September and Tuesday 
17 November at 4.30pm in the maintenance hut.

Monika Mitchell – Chair, SWPIG 

South east London’s most unique French Brasserie in the 
back of our vintage 1970s Citroen HY Camper Van.

Summer events: 
Pique-Nique from La Petite Bouchée begins on Saturday 6 
June. Order your picnic basket and drinks in advance and arrive 
at La Petite Bouchée between midday and 2pm to collect. You 
can either eat with us or go and find a beautiful spot in delightful 
Sydenham Wells Park. Drop your picnic basket and your 
rubbish in on your way home and we’ll return your deposit.

Poissonnerie will have something for everyone, 
whether you fancy a bowl of homemade soupe de poisson 
served with rouille and croutons, a kilo of moules served 
with frites or our new boîte de fruits de mer. Launched on  

1 May we have room for twelve guests: four inside and eight 
for refectory style dining in our event dome.

La Petite Bouchée has created a Salon de Thé 
experience with a twist. We have taken a bit of Ritz glamour 
and a smidge of 20s jazz, stirred it all together and come up 
with an afternoon tea to rival even the swankiest joints in 
London. Cake + bespoke finger sandwiches + sweets + 
lemonade cocktail bar = afternoon tea at La Petite Bouchée. 
We can build you an event that you will be talking about for 
months to come.

If you would like a private dinner party we can cater for 12-
20, depending on requirements. For further information or to 
book, email Anita-Clare Field at lapetiteboucheecafe@gmail.com

Artists Trail July 4-5 & 11-12 
This year’s Trail will take place on 
July 4-5 & 11-12

This will be the seventh year the Artists 
Trail has taken place during the Sydenham 
Arts summer festival. More than 100 artists 
take part each year and different artists join 
in as they move into the area. Last year for 
the first time artists in Honor Oak Park and 
Penge joined forces with the Sydenham and 
Forest Hill artists which brought even more 
new visitors to the Trail. There are many 
local artists with a wide range of skills: fine 
artists, print makers, photographers, ceramic 
artists, glass makers, textile artists, jewellers, 
sculptors. Whether amateurs or professional, 
all are welcome. In addition to the Trail many 
artists give demonstrations or run a workshop 
allowing visitors to participate.
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We have started our brand new Growing Lives project on 
our De Frene allotment site, thanks to funding from the Big 
Lottery, Tudor Trust and many individuals. We thought you’d 
like a quick update on what we’ve done so far and what we 
have planned for the next few months.

The greenhouse is up and is looking great! Thank you 
so much to everybody who helped out and for all the kind 
donations we received towards the build, not least for the 
donation of the greenhouse itself by Lewisham and Southwark 
College. We now have a large teaching space, growing space, 
and most importantly shelter for when it rains.

We recently ran our first community work day of the year: 
Winter Orchard Care Workshop, and it was a great success. 
We had 23 people all learning pruning techniques and then 
getting stuck in to work on our orchard. It was also nice to 
enjoy some parsnip and split pea soup together.

There are now two Growing Lives sessions running each 
week and we are due to start a third in mid-April, making 
a grand total of 30 people attending the programme. The 
groups have been busy: building 14 new raised beds to grow 
more crops, building a wood fuelled outside stove for cooking 
lunch, planting seeds, working on the wildlife area, installing an 
outside sink and much more.

Preparation has started for our Grand Opening, 
Saturday 13 June, 12-4pm. Please do come along, it will 
be a great event and a chance for everybody to see all the 
exciting work we’ve been doing. For an advanced showing, 
please come to the Spring Fair where we will be giving guided 
tours of De Frene.

Over the next few 
months we hope to start 
selling some of our first 
crops. Plans have been made 
to offer weekly bags of our 
lovely, fresh and naturally 
grown salads to members of 
the local community and we 
are expecting demand to be 
high, so please get in touch 
if you think you might want 
one. All in all, it’s been a very 
busy time here!

Sydenham Garden update

Growing Lives and De Frene Grand Opening, Saturday 
13 June 12-4pm at De Frene site, between 35 & 37 De Frene 
Rd, SE26 4AB. A launch event for our new site and project.  
Come along to get a taste of what’s happening, and enjoy 
some good food and music.
Community Workdays at De Frene site on Saturdays 
20 June, 18 July and 15 August, 10.30am-3.30pm. These 
days are a chance to volunteer your time and effort to help 
transform our new site. They are usually lots of fun and lunch 
is provided.
Dying or Print Making Workshop at De Frene, Saturday 
8 August, 10.30am-4pm, price to be confirmed, and booking 
is essential: 020 82911650

Sydenham Garden diary:

The identity of a replica painting, which has been hanging in 
place of the original at Dulwich Picture Gallery, was revealed 
on 27 April as Jean-Honoré Fragonard’s Young Woman.The 
original 18th century portrait was temporarily removed on 
10 February and replaced with a replica produced in China. 
The challenge was set for the public to spot it amongst the 
permanent collection of 270 Old Master paintings.

The original was put back in its frame and hung beside the 
replica, exposing stylistic and material differences which set the 
two paintings apart. Visitors can now return to the Gallery to 
compare and contrast the two works until 26 July.

Dulwich Picture Gallery
Fragonard's Young Woman revealed 
as replica in 'Made in China' project

Eric Ravilious: 1 April – 31 August
This is the first major exhibition to focus on the watercolours 
of celebrated British artist Eric Ravilious (1903-42). Well 
known for his iconic work for Wedgewood, he was also one 
of the finest watercolourists of the century with a prolific 
career spanning peace and war. Over 90 watercolours 
will be on display, including famous works such as Train 
Landscape and The Westbury Horse as well as rarely 
seen works from private collections. Although he died at 
only 39, Ravilious was largely responsible for the revival 
of English watercolour painting. He started out under 
the tutelage of Paul Nash at the Royal College of Art and saw 
painting as his true vocation.
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Syd Soc Events: Dates for your diary:
Thursday 18 June: Club 26 will meet to eat at On the Hoof 
23 Sydenham Road. Phone to reserve your place and say you 
are part of Club 26. Tel: 020 8659 7333.
Wednesday 24 June: Visit to the Museum of Childhood 
in Bethnal Green.
The museum, which is part of the V&A has three interesting 
exhibitions in June – 'A Home in a Dolls House – small stories', 
'Hidden Identities' and  ‘A celebration to mark the 150th 
anniversary of Alice in Wonderland’ with original photographs 
and artefacts. Entry is free. Meet at 10.25am at Sydenham 
Station to catch the Overground to Shoreditch High Street and 
no.8 or 388 bus to Cambridge Heath Road. There is a cafe at 
the Museum where we can have lunch.

Please let Jackie (020 8778 5455/ jacquelinealdridge@
gmail.com) or Pat (020 8659 4903) know if you are coming by 
Friday 12th June as we need to inform the museum in advance 
if this a group larger than 10 people.
Tuesday 28 July: Club 26 will visit The Dolphin, Sydenham 
Road. Tel: 020 8778 8101.
Weds 26 August: Club 26 goes to Brighton. If you would 
like to join us for a day out with a restaurant booked for lunch 
please provide your contact details to Jackie (020 8778 5455/ 
jacquelinealdridge@gmail.com) or Pat (020 8659 4903). Full 
details will be available nearer the time.

Yearly cost of membership
Individual (includes partner)  £6.00 per annum
Senior Citizen (includes partner) £5.00 per annum
Postal Member (includes partner) £8.00/£7.00 per annum

Name of your bank/building society 

Address of your bank/building society 

Account Number  Sort Code 

Signed 

Your Name (please print) 

Please pay the Sydenham Society (Lloyds Bank plc, Sydenham Branch, 
Sort Code 30-98-42, Account no. 00524410) the sum of £8/£7/£6/£5 (please delete 
as appropriate) on 5 January each year until further notice.  This replaces any 
Standing Order in favour of the ‘Sydenham Society’.

Bank details for The Sydenham Society STANDING ORDER
Name 

Address  

 Post code 

Tel day  Tel eve 

Email 

Renewal is due in January.  Postal members are those resident outside 
SE23 and SE26 postal areas. Subscriptions can be paid by cheque or 
Standing Order.  Please make cheques payable to The Sydenham Society.

SYDENHAM SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM

!

EVENTS

Local ward assemblies
Sydenham Assembly, Tuesday 2 June, 7.30pm at the 
Sydenham Catholic Club, Watlington Grove, SE26 5RR
Forest Hill Assembly, Tuesday 12 June, 7pm, venue tbc.
Perry Vale Assembly, Saturday 18 July, venue tbc.

All Saint’s Church, 41 Trewsbury Road SE26 5DP 
Saturday 13 June – 7pm: London Consorts of Winds.  
A group of local brass and woodwind musicians present The Land 
Without Music? English Music through the Ages. Forward to the 
Future from Elgar to the 21st century then Backwards to the Past 
from Purcell to Dunstable ending with Spem in Alium by Thomas 
Tallis. Tickets £8 (£5 concs) on the door or £7 (£4 concs) online 
from: www.londonconsortsofwinds.org.uk

All Saints' Church, Lovelace Road SE21 8JY 
Saturday 20 June, 7.30pm.  Summer concert: Fauré 
Requiem & music by Vaughan Williams, Ives, McDowall, Ludford-
Thomas. Tickets £12 on the door or £11 in advance from: 
www. concordiachamberchoir.co.uk; concs half price.

The 24th Annual Friends of the 
Horniman Art Exhibition
Saturday 6 and Sunday 7 June 10.30am-4.00pm. 
The Conservatory at the Horniman Museum 
and Gardens
Thirty six local 
artists will be 
showing their 
work in a 
wide variety of 
contemporary 
and traditional 
styles. We will 
have oils, acrylics and watercolours as well as drawings, 
prints, textile art and sculpture. Many artists will be familiar 
to previous visitors but we will also have a number of new 
artists this year. This is a great opportunity to purchase a 
unique, original artwork while also supporting the museum. 
If you feel that you don’t currently have the wall space, 
many of the artists will also be selling greeting cards.

Last year we found many visitors combined visiting the 
Art Exhibition with a chance to stock up at the Horniman 
Farmers’ Market (Saturday 9am –1.30pm). This year we 
would also recommend that you combine your trip with a 
visit to the family events and quirky workshops on Sunday 
(12-4pm) which are part of The Chelsea Fringe Gardens 
Festival. There’s also the Friends’ sponsored Plantastic Pop-
up Gardens (from 30 May to 1 November) to enjoy! 

Entry to all the above is free and we hope to see many 
Sydenham residents over the weekend. 

Please return to: Roger Feather, 71 Hall Drive, Sydenham, London SE26 6XL   Tel: 020 8778 4318   Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com



A warm welcome to the following new members:

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

SYDENHAM SOCIETY
NEWS

www.sydenhamsociety.com
Covering all aspects of local community matters    Member of the London Forum    Member of Civic Voice

Members are reminded that subscriptions for 2015 are now due. Many thanks, Roger Feather, Treasurer. 
Tel: 020 8778 4318 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com

Sydenham Road teemed with excited 
children showing off their beautiful 

bonnets on Easter Saturday. While the giant Easter 
Bunny, with the aid of his bell, proclaimed the event far and 
wide, around fifty children and their parents were decorating 
Easter bonnets in the workshop held at Here for Good. 
Others joined in when the parade, led by the little Easter 
Bunny, made its way up and down the high street collecting 
mini eggs from the traders that took part.

Once again the success of this event was down to the good 
will of the traders, the ongoing support from SEE3 and a small 
group of volunteers that work tirelessly to ensure an egg-citing 
time is enjoyed by all. Many 
thanks also go to Jenny at 
Here for Good for allowing 
us to use the venue and 
joining in to help the children 
create their works of art.
Heather Mallinder

Nigel Britten
Bethan Cater
Mark Davies
Jeremy Davis
Anita-Clare Field
Norman Flinn
Birgitta Ferron

Jane Glazier
Barbara Kelhar
Lesley Khatibi
Li Faye Lim
Peter & Sarah Main
Diana McKinnon
Marian Mills

Marta Mills
Daniel Murphy
Samuel Newman
Mercedes Oakley
Christina O’Dwyer
Christine Osborn
Carol Palmer

Christian Smith
Susan Smith
Philippa Sturr & Andrew Cooper
Sophia Walters
Joe & Daniele Whitaker
Rosemary Wilson-Pulley

Eastertime in the high street

The Sydenham Society newsletter team is looking 
for a designer to lay out this award-winning magazine.
The voluntary position will involve spending a few hours 
(once a quarter) creating the magazine from submitted 
edited articles, photos and graphics. The template will be 
made available.

SEE3 is looking for some volunteers to help run the
monthly market. This involves handing out flyers and helping
with the organised activities and workshops. SEE3 also needs
designers to create posters and digital enthusiasts to help 
publicise the market, the events and the traders on the SEE3 
website, Facebook page and Twitter feed.

Volunteers wanted

Volunteering has many benefits including a fun way to meet new people, the opportunity to gain new skills and to help 
make your local community a better place. Skills learnt while volunteering can also be used to further your career 
or increase interest in your CV. If you would like to offer your services or would like some more information please 
email:news@sydenhamsociety.com or contact Emma on 0777 555 3217.


