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The Greyhound

Main photograph: Greyhound exterior early November. Insets top to bottom: Greyhound mural at rear of building and details of tiles made from local residents' photographs

After several false starts earlier this year, The Greyhound
pub is at long last nearing completion and has emerged
from behind the derelict hoardings which have surrounded
and blighted the Cobbs Corner site for over two years.
The Greyhound mural on the rear wall, the result of a
summer 2012 local art competition which was won by Lee
Newham of Designed by Good People, can now be seen
and appreciated.

This has subsequently delayed the removal of the
unauthorised floor, which has been rescheduled for the week
beginning 9 November (as we go to press).
The additional planning application for an external rear
staircase (for deliveries) and the conservatory on the west-facing
flank wall, into which will be built discrete waste storage space,
is likely to be approved shortly.

There have been a number of delays over the summer and
into the autumn. The first batch of roof slates, sourced from a
salvage yard, were deemed unsuitable and resulted in a twoweek delay while replacements were sought.

As part of the 2010 planning permission, six birch trees will
be planted in the newly created piazza within the coming month
along with four Victorian-style lamp standards. Also welcome
will be the return of two greyhounds on plinths guarding the
main entrance.

The illegal mezzanine floor was due to be removed as
soon as the roof, needed to pull the building together and make
it stable, was in place. However, unexpectedly we understand
that the entire front wall of the building had to be underpinned,
which had not been anticipated.

It is hoped that Sainsbury’s is still very interested in opening
a ‘Local’ store in the rear unit. The other retail unit will be
marketed when the developers comply with the planning
permission condition to re-install the original Victorian tiled
drinking corridor tiles as part of the dining room décor.
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If there is something you would like the society to tell
everybody, or a local issue you feel strongly about, please send
your article, maximum 300 words, to the editor.
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Sydenham Society News is read by many local residents,
old and new, so please spell out all acronyms and explain
anything that a newcomer might not understand.
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All articles are subject to editing by the Editorial Team.

Andy Simmons

Email your article to the Editorial Team at:

OTHER CONTACTS

news@sydenhamsociety.com or send hard copy to
97 Longton Grove SE26 6QQ.

Community Police Teams

Community Police contact non-emergency numbers for
Lewisham have all changed to 0300 123 1212

Disclaimer The views expressed in articles are those of named
contributors and should not be regarded as statements of policy of
the Sydenham Society.

In an emergency dial 999
For non-urgent police matters dial 101

E - N E W S L E T TER

For environmental noise nuisance call:
Lewisham Council 020 8314 6000
Bromley Council 020 8464 3333
Southwark Council 020 7525 5000

Keep informed about news and events in SE26 – sign up for
the Sydenham Society eNewsletter by visiting

www.sydenhamsociety.com
Send us your email address and you’ll be sent our regular
eNewsletter packed with local news and information about
what’s going on in Sydenham and the surrounding area.

The deadline for articles for the next newsletter will be Friday 29 January 2016
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The Orb Apartments, Kirkdale

Each has its own balcony and a secure space in the lobby is
available for every resident for storing a folding bike.

The impressive new Orb building on the railway bridge by
Sydenham Station is virtually complete and shortly its new
residents will be moving in.
With 84 people registering an interest in buying an
apartment, all flats were sold on the viewing day last July.

The ‘Moderne’ design of the building, when first granted
planning permission, gave rise to comments from professionals
that it would be too expensive to build, especially being so
close to the railway line. However the method employed of
building the units off-site and craning them in helped resolve
this problem. Matthew also confirmed that the rise in property
prices has made this development more economically viable.

At the beginning of October members of the Sydenham
Society were invited by Matthew and Claire Brett of Tranquil
Homes, the developers, for a sneak preview of what is on offer.
Cameras at the ready, we were shown around several of
the flats before accepting a glass of bubbly on the balcony of the
beautiful penthouse apartment which has stunning views down
Sydenham Road.
Relatively small in size, all apartments feature curved
interior walls and are finished to a very high standard with triple
glazing, an air cooling system and state of the art bathroom
units. All come with cookers, microwaves, dishwashers, fridges
and freezers.

Dogged by a very wet winter in 2014, the digging out of
the basement and laying down the foundations took longer than
anticipated and there was a further hiatus when an application
for a change of use earlier this summer also took longer than
appeared necessary.
However, all ducks are now in a row, and as we go to
press, the street level retail unit is being marketed for A1 retail
or A3, a restaurant.
3
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Perry Vale Assembly funding update
3. Dalmain Athletics Girls Football Healthy, Fit and Active
Project received £2,200. Encouraging the ward’s young girls to
be more active by exercising regularly; in the football projects
they receive free coaching, challenging obesity and encouraging
a healthy lifestyle. Taster sessions for Years 2 and 3 at four local
primary schools mean the project works with between 80-100
girls. The club provides six free community coaching sessions.

On 6 October 2015, over 60 residents met with
representatives of 10 community organisations at
Forest Hill School with funding bids from our £12.5K
Perry Vale Assembly fund.
The representatives of Forest Hill School, Dalmain Girls
Football, Walk in Space Youth Club, Rise Up to Shine,
Seniors/Young Lewisham Project, Sydenham Arts, Eco
Communities, Dacres Wood Nature Reserve, and a
Sign Language and Deafness Awareness training project
presented their projects in a “marketplace” setting.

4. The Friends of Dacres Wood Nature Reserve received
£2,500 to construct a bridge/walkway across the centre of the
pond at the Reserve. The bridge will be used by visitors and
provide a better opportunity to see the reserve’s wildlife and
learn about the natural environment within our capital city.

Assembly members voted to fund the following:

5. Wendy Klein’s Sign Language and Deaf Awareness
training project received £2,050.
It will provide a range of 10 week courses in basic sign language
targeted at different age groups, from family learning with young
children to young people and adults.

1. Seniors/YLP with £2,140 for an intergenerational
project aiming to reduce isolation amongst older people,
improve younger people’s skills and increase
intergenerational understanding.
Experienced older people will run hands-on sessions of
engineering, woodwork, and fashion and textiles with YLP, and
they will reciprocate with “Getting to Know IT” 1-2-1 surgeries
helping older people understand their electronic devices.

6. Walk in Space Youth Club’s Football Healthy Fit and
Active Project received £1,930 to offer children between
8-18 years the opportunity to participate in educational,
mental and social activities. The youth club offers training for
participants to volunteer their time at the youth club or other
Lewisham based organisations.

2. Forest Hill School’s Young Citizens Project
received £1,750 for their social action project.
The two-phase project of design and delivery begins with ten
weeks of design by Year 9 students, who select research and
design up to 8 projects/campaigns.
The chosen project/campaign for delivery in the ward,
involves the student delivery group working alongside specialist
facilitators and in partnership with local stakeholders, to deliver
it directly within Perry Vale.

I would like to thank the organisations who took part and
our Perry Vale residents who gave up their time to support our
ward assembly.
Councillor Susan Wise Perry Vale Ward
cllr_susan.wise@lewisham.gov.uk
Telephone 020 8699 6520

Two more trains per hour scheduled
for East London Line (ELL)
more trains can be accommodated. If the Central Line
(with many more carriages) can run 34 trains per hour
during the busiest morning rush hours, there is no reason
why we shouldn’t aim to secure the investment needed to
increase capacity on the ELL to 15-20 trains per hour in
the near future.

Good news for passengers using the East London Line.
From 2018, Transport for London (TfL) plan to
introduce two more trains per hour to run between
Dalston Junction and Crystal Palace.
This will increase the number of ELL trains per hour
passing through Sydenham from eight to ten trains in both
directions.

The Sydenham Society meets regularly with TfL to
discuss our local station and rail services. In the last 18
months, we have persuaded TfL to increase the number
of passenger gates on the down platform and introduce
extra shelters (there still aren’t enough) on the up platform.
We are currently asking for an extra train indicator on the
up platform and electronic bus time indicators on both
platforms. If you’d like to see other improvements to local
services (you may even want to join the Society’s Roads &
Transport Committee) please feel free to contact us.

Welcome news. But use of the ELL is still increasing
rapidly – since the new line opened five years ago,
passenger numbers have soared by over 150%.
Even the introduction in 2014 of five carriage trains
(adding 25% more capacity) has not been enough to
prevent overcrowding during rush hours.
Two extra trains per hour is to be welcomed, but the
real long-term solution to rapidly rising passenger numbers
is to improve the signalling system along the line so many

Barry Milton
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Super duper loo open in Station Approach!
On 15th September - one year, one month and one day after Lewisham first began
the work to replace the old public lavatory in Station Approach - very quietly and
with no fanfare, the new all singing, all dancing, self-cleaning toilet opened.
The reason for the seven month delay from when the new unit was installed in
February to the actual day it became fully functional was due to the fact that

someone forgot to connect the water supply to a water meter!

Christmas is coming...

betting shop but was empty for many years. As part of SEE3 we
were able to take this on as a pop-up shop in 2013.

Christmas is fast approaching and the 2015 SEE3
Christmas calendar will be with you very soon.
This has proved very popular as it is an opportunity for
local businesses in Forest Hill, Kirkdale and Sydenham
to publicise their seasonal events. We will have an online
version for anyone who doesn’t live in the Forest Hill or
Sydenham wards. The calendar is delivered to your door
with the Assembly Newsletters. Alternatively please take a
look at our web site at www.SEE3.co.uk

I am concerned with the number of off licence applications
- the latest is 4 Station Approach from Bobs Wines for the Retail
Sale of Alcohol for consumption off the premises 10am – 10pm
Monday to Saturday and 11am – 9pm on Sundays. Just around
the corner we have two off licenses at 3 and 5 Sydenham
Road. I will continue to promote the need for a greater
diversity of retail outlets – from our surveys we know that
residents would like to see more traders supporting an evening
economy and also a deli, women’s clothes and shoe shop.
At the last Sydenham Assembly meeting, those attending
voted for Sydenham Arts to receive £5,436 for lights and
sound equipment in the Centre, and for the Sydenham Society
to receive just under £3,000 for a survey/entry system for the
Centre. This was part of a planning gain pot – the other award
was for £5,335 to Sydenham library for a new boiler.

Our next Sydenham Assembly is on Saturday 5 December
in Sydenham Community Library. We will be voting to
allocate the £12,500 Sydenham Assembly fund, as well as
catching up on local issues. After the Assembly we will have
a Christmas family show with Sydenham Arts presenting The
Pirate Christmas Adventure. As with last year we will then step
outside to light up the Christmas tree and hope you will join in
singing carols.

There have been several meetings to create a new arts,
creative, dance and movement centre in The Sydenham
Centre. There is now a draft vision to transform the upstairs
into a vibrant community space in the heart of Sydenham.

Visit the high street on Saturday 12 December for the
Sydenham Christmas Extravaganza. We will be holding the
SEE Sydenham Christmas market from 11am to 5pm with
a range of festive offers. Once again there will be high street
entertainment from Sydenham Arts. The afternoon will end
with carols and lighting up the Christmas tree in
Queensthorpe Square.

The ground floor will continue as a day centre for people
with learning disabilities and their service providers during the
week – and as at present, it will be available for other users in
the evening and weekends. Lewisham’s Community Premises
team are going to continue to be responsible for the building

The past year has seen some interesting new commercial
businesses opening on the high street and the latest is at
167 Sydenham Road – the Beer Rebellion as part of the
Late Knights hand crafted brewery. The premiseswere once a

Picture Quiz No. 7

W h ere is this?

Chris Best
Councillor for Sydenham Ward and Chair of the Sydenham Town
Centre Steering Group and SEE3
cllr_chris.best@lewisham.gov.uk Telephone 020 8659 6445

Answer to Picture Quiz No 6
This is a fire hydrant at the junction of Queensthorpe Road and Sydenham Road.
The invention of the post- or pillar-type fire hydrant is generally credited to Frederick
Graff Snr., chief engineer of the Philadelphia Waterworks around 1801.
The hydrant was an active fire protection measure and a connection point by which
firefighters could tap into the water supply.
This hydrant has not been used for many years. In the UK and Ireland hydrants are
now located in the ground with a yellow “H” sign nearby to indicate their location.
Since the photograph was taken this hydrant has been painted black.
There is a similar unpainted hydrant on the corner of Fransfield Grove and Kirkdale.
Steve Grindlay
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Shackleton bas-relief unveiled at
Sydenham Community Library
On 29 October, the Library celebrated the gift of a bas-relief of
Sir Ernest Shackleton, by local artist and sculptor Pat Rae.
This is now on display, together with an explanatory plaque.
Dr Jan Piggott spoke entertainingly about aspects of Shackleton’s
life and his connection with Sydenham and Dulwich College,
which has the bronze original of our bas-relief, together with
Shackleton’s lifeboat the ‘James Caird’ in which he made his epic
voyage to save his men marooned on Elephant Island.
Pat Rae spoke about her inspiration for making the bas-relief and
the qualities of leadership and enterprise which made Shackleton such
a charismatic figure and a role model for young people.
Friends of the library, and local councillors and residents, enjoyed an
evening celebration.

may continue in
the New Year,
so please watch
our website and
Facebook page for
further details.

L to R Pat Rae, artist with local historians Dr Jan Piggott and Steve Grindlay

Sydenham Community Library is getting ready for a busy
December, with the Sydenham Assembly on Saturday 5 December
from 2-4pm, after which Sydenham Arts will present The Pirate
Christmas Adventure from 4.30-5pm.
There will be a choir performance at 5.30pm followed by the
lighting of the Christmas tree. Santa’s Grotto takes place on Saturday
12 December from 11.30am to 4pm.

If you’d like to know more about Shackleton, who lived at
16 Westwood Hill (the house features a blue plaque), the library
now has a range of books about him for loan, including the recent
biography by Michael Smith, donated by Anthony Scully, and
Endurance by Alfred Lansing, which was donated by Pat Rae.

Currently there are two children’s rhyme time sessions for
the under-fives. On Tuesdays Liv and her ukulele, from 10.30 to
11am, attracts about twenty parents/carers plus children. Thanks to
the Sydenham Assembly, this session has been funded throughout
2015. On Thursdays Cat and her guitar entertain from 11.45am
to12.15pm. This session currently only charges £1.50/£2.50
depending on the child’s age, so is very good value.

Two free creative writing sessions led by Catherine Sampson,
a published author of crime fiction and thrillers, will take place on
17 and 24 November from 6-7pm. If these are well attended they

The Library urgently needs more volunteers - if you can spare two or more hours a week, please ring the Library on 020 8778 1753 and leave your contact details.

Crystal Palace Park News

Structural Engineers and Historic Building Specialists, have
recommended that the Sphinxes be painted to help protect
the render. This will fill any very fine cracks to provide a
homogenous and historically accurate finish. The paint analysis
clearly suggests that the sphinxes were painted when they were
originally finished and it appears to have been a reddish brown
colour, based on red ochre.

The Park Cafe As part of the £2.4m GLA and Bromley funding
for improvements to Crystal Palace Park due to be spent in this
financial year, Bromley has applied for planning permission to
change the café.
The plan is to demolish the existing single storey cafe and
terrace and replace it with a two-storey building which would
house a cafe on the ground floor and a cafe/event space on the
first floor.

Given health concerns associated with lead-based oil paints, it is
proposed that the Keim Soldalit paint system be used.

In addition there will be external and first floor terraces with
a connecting bridge from the first floor terrace to the lakeside
path. The new café will have aluminium frame glazing and a
pitched roof with cedar shingle cladding.

A skate park Kinnear Landscape Architects Ltd has produced
a draft recommendation for a skate park, in a natural bowl in
the landscape opposite the sports area, on the site of a former
fountain basin within the National Sports Centre.

The sphinxes Following expert paint analysis and documentary
evidence, the Morton Partnership Ltd, Consulting Civil &

A planning application is due to be submitted shortly.
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PUB
LIFE
around
Sydenham

A range of craft keg beers, two real ciders, and some
interesting bottled beers are also available.

After a decade in which pub after pub has closed
in Sydenham, it is pleasing to report that we now
have a new bar.

No lagers are currently offered, but Late Knights
do brew their own lager and it will be making an
appearance soon. Wine is also available.

And not just any bar.
This is Beer Rebellion, a worthy venture run by the
people from Late Knights,
the Penge brewery that
started up in 2013.

Beer Rebellion

It’s for people who
appreciate good beer you won’t find any of the
mass-produced lagers or
so-called 'smooth' keg
bitters in here.

A new watering hole in Sydenham

You can taste the beers before
deciding which one you like.
Should you wish, you can order
third-of-a-pint measures, allowing
even the faint-hearted to work
their way through a number of
different beers.
On my visit, two of the cask
beers were excellent. A third, the
Penge Porter, was in disappointing
condition. But I am always willing
to give a new pub or bar the
benefit of the doubt and won’t
judge them until after a few more
visits.

It is located at
167 Sydenham Road, a
shop premises which was
formerly known as the
Marketplace. It opened
on Thursday 22 October
and is just a hundred yards
further down the road
from the Dolphin and the
Golden Lion.

If Late Knights can ensure that
all their cask beers are in top
condition (even if that means
sometimes having to throw
beer away), then they’re onto a
winner and will attract a regular
flow of Sydenham’s discerning
beer drinkers.

In the spirit of a pop-up
shop, the current plan
is to operate here until
Christmas time. If the
bar proves popular, it will
become more permanent.
Furniture and décor are likeably basic and unpretentious
- it’s the beer that is important in here. Earning more
kudos is the absence of any TV screens, those irritating
devices which kill conversation in pubs.

On the food front, there are pies and sausage rolls, and
very soon they will be also serving some hot dishes.
Opening hours are: Mon-Thurs 4pm to 11pm,
Friday 4pm to 12am, Saturday 12pm to 12am
and Sunday 12pm to 10.30pm.

As you walk in, you will see a number of casks racked up
at the front of the premises. Several beers are dispensed
straight from the cask, and you can choose from a range
of Late Knights beers. They include: Crack O’ Dawn,
Morning Glory, Penge Porter and Wormcatcher.

Neil Pettigrew
SE London CAMRA Pub Preservation Officer
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Planning permission granted for Louise House
V22 is delighted to report that its application for
planning permission has been approved by Lewisham
Council. V22 invited feedback on the plans over the
last few months, and the plans themselves were
developed after much public consultation over the
past two years.

also successful in its application to the Arts Council England Small
Capital Grants for the redevelopment of the property.
With this funding V22 is able to:
• Renovate the rear building (the old Laundry) as an exhibition
space, community studio, café and events space, and provide
a community garden.

V22 is a multifaceted shared-ownership art organisation, which
specialises in:

• Redesign and build the front garden to form a single space
in combination with Forest Hill Library and Forest Hill Pools.

• The collection of contemporary art.

The architectural firm
HTA Design LLP have been
instrumental in helping V22 to form
the plans and have undertaken much
of the work pro bono so that funding
could be saved for the project.

• The production of exhibitions
and events.
• The provision of artists’ studios,
workspaces and artisans’
workshops at affordable rates.
• The running of community
engagement and education
programmes.

They chose V22 Louise House as
one of their Innovation Projects for
2015/16.

In 2013 V22 was pleased to be
awarded the tender for a long leasehold for Louise House in
Forest Hill. Part of the tender application process involved a
commitment to secure funding to bring the property back into
use, to restore the property and to create a sustainable cultural
centre for the area.

These form a strong part of HTA’s business purpose to create a
thriving civic realm.
The proposals have come about through V22's discussions with
the local community.

In partnership with SEE3, V22 was successful in an application for
funding from the Mayor of London’s High Street Fund. It was
8

V22 have consulted neighbours from Forest Hill and Sydenham,
the artists working in Louise House, other V22 art audiences, and
interested parties from further afield to finalise the plans.
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Controlled Parking
Zone for Forest Hill?

During November and December Lewisham Council will be
carrying out a consultation into proposals for a Controlled
Parking Zone (CPZ) in a network of streets bounded by
Tyson Road, Dartmouth Road/the railway line, upper Kirkdale
and Sydenham Hill.
Residents and businesses in these streets will be asked whether or
not they support a CPZ and what times they would like a possible
zone to operate. Should the CPZ go ahead, there will of course be
knock on effects with motorists choosing to park on neighbouring
streets and, whilst the council have no intention of widening the
consultation to include neighbouring areas, the Sydenham Society
would urge those affected to have their say.

Tara Cranswick of V22 comments
“It was our neighbours in Forest Hill and Sydenham
who saved Louise House, got it listed and fought to turn it into
a cultural and community centre.
Councillor Chris Best and officers of Lewisham Council have helped
to access funding and worked to develop the property with us.
Local societies have been instrumental in getting the word out to
the community to feed back into our plans.
Lewisham’s conservation officer and planners have given their
specialist input. Funding has come from the GLA and the ACE.
The architects and planners at HTA have been amazing.
From the children of Forest Hill and Sydenham
to the Mayor of London, this has truly been a group project
and everyone has been so supportive.
We are honoured to have been chosen as the guardians
of this lovely building for the next century and proud to have worked
with so many people on bringing it back into use.
What we build here together will be for our
children’s children and their children.
We must get it right, we must make it sustainable,
and we must make it great.
Thank you all for your help thus far and I look forward to
inviting you to celebrate our new public spaces in 2016.”

The consultation process starts on 9th November
and we will post contact details on our SydSoc eNewsletter as
soon as they are available.

Forest Hill Library consultation
Lewisham Council is proposing changes that will affect Forest
Hill and other local libraries and is asking for your opinion. The
proposal is to establish three hub libraries at Deptford Lounge,
Lewisham and Downham Leisure Centre, whilst turning
Forest Hill, Torridon Road and Manor House into community
libraries. These would become self-service libraries and would
operate in a very similar way to the current community libraries.
The council is looking for partners to run the service and say there
would be a “full staff reorganisation of the service and library staff
would be withdrawn from these buildings prior to the move to the
community library model”.
You can access the survey and find out more information at:
www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/libraries/Pages/Libraryconsultation-2015.aspx
The survey closes at midnight on 15th November,
so hurry up and have your say!
9

Sydenham Society News • Winter 2015

Dietrich Bonhoeffer
and Sydenham
forty. He encouraged youth clubs, nativity and passion
plays, and helped to receive the first wave of refugees. His
predecessor was said to be mild, humdrum and pietistic, but
Bonhoeffer’s sermons were thought ‘severe and exigent’;
those in atonement for recent massacres were ‘tormented’.
He meditated and preached on the Sermon on the Mount,
which informed his famous book The Cost of Discipleship
(1937). Becoming the friend of George Bell, Bishop of
Chichester, he alerted him and others to Nazi atrocities and
the appalling transformation of the Church by the Reich. He
passed information to the British press. Every two weeks or
so he returned to Berlin, and his phone
bills were ‘astronomical’.

Great historical figures
have walked the streets of
Sydenham: Shackleton playing
truant from Dulwich College
on the way to meet his friends
by the pond at Dacres Wood
and Lord Byron on a horse, throwing his hat in the air
when saying goodbye to the poet Thomas Campbell
after dinner at Peak Hill, exactly where the roundabout
is now atop Westwood Hill.
Nowadays on Sunday mornings
in Dacres Road you can hear voices
speaking German as the congregation
make their way to the Dietrich
Bonhoeffer Church where Dietrich
Bonhoeffer was pastor for eighteen
months from October 1933. The thirtynine-year-old theologian was hanged
by the Nazis in 1945, just two weeks
before the Americans liberated his
concentration camp.

Bonhoeffer lived at 2, Manor
Mount, the large, cold and damp
German Vicarage in Forest Hill with
its trees and large garden which was
shared with a German school. (The
house has a blue plaque.) He loved
to entertain and to play his Bechstein
piano. His father was a leading Berlin
psychiatrist and neurologist from
1912-48 and the whole family
was highly cultured - all of them
accomplished musicians. He particularly
loved Bach and Negro spirituals and
listened to gramophone records of the
B Minor Mass.

Bonhoeffer was fearless in
opposition to Hitler’s unspeakable
programmes of genocide and euthanasia
of the disabled, a champion against
social injustice, a pacifist and a passionate
advocate of the ecumenical movement.
From 1998 his statue has stood above
the great west door at Westminster
Abbey, one of ten twentieth-century
martyrs.

He travelled in America and
Europe for conferences and ecumenical
projects. Before the War he was saying
“We are not simply to bandage the wounds of victims
beneath the wheels of injustice; we are to drive a spoke
into the wheel itself”

When Hitler came to power in 1933 and forests of
swastikas appeared on German cathedral altars, Bonhoeffer,
a brilliant young academic, made a broadcast. The
microphone was switched off during his final sentence:
“This is the leader who makes an idol of himself
and his office, and who thus mocks God”.

and left Sydenham in 1935, bravely returning to Germany
where initially he ran an underground seminary.
Forbidden to preach and publish, he joined the Resistance,
assisted Jews to escape and was involved in a plot to
assassinate Hitler.
Bonhoeffer was imprisoned in April 1943. A few weeks
before his death twenty-four months later, he wrote a poem
expressing his yearning for colours, for flowers and the
voices of birds, and how he thirsted for words of kindness;
weary and empty at praying, at thinking, he was ready to say
farewell to it all.

He left his post at the University of Berlin, already in
trouble with the Gestapo, to ‘go into the wilderness for a
spell’ - at Sydenham.
The German church here was founded in 1875,
by Elias Schrenk, the Swabian evangelist, to serve the
community of wealthy German businessmen and diplomats
in the area; their Gothic Revival church pictured was built in
1882-3. From Easter 1916 until 1921 the church was forced
to close because of anti-German hostility. From 1930-32
one active member was Baron von Neurath while he was
the German ambassador; he was later to be sentenced to
fifteen years imprisonment at the Nuremburg Trials.

The original German Church was fired by incendiary
bombs in 1940, bombed in 1944 and demolished in 1950.
The present church, the Dietrich-Bonhoeffer-Kirche, was
opened in 1959. A ‘Bonhoeffer Day’, Voices in the Silence.
Poetry and Song in Cell 92, was celebrated there last
January.
Dr Jan Piggott

Bonhoeffer’s own congregation numbered thirty to
10
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FLY YOUR SOUL

SYDENHAM ARTS

WINTER HAPPENINGS AND FRIENDS MEMBERSHIP
Sydenham Arts will not be hibernating this winter. Alongside the
monthly High Street Happenings, which take place on the second
Saturday of each month, they have a number of exciting events
planned for December which is promising to be a busy month.
For a second year they will be presenting a free Christmas family
show at Sydenham Community Library on Saturday 5 December.
This year it is Simply Smiley Productions brand new show,
The Pirate Christmas Adventure, which sees Admiral Fish and
Chips, his parrot, plotting to steal Christmas! On Thursday 10
December they are bringing local jazz singer Harriet Eaves to
The Dolphin for an evening of seductive vocals. There will also
be a programme of entertainment and performance marking
the Christmas season both in Sydenham and at the Sydenham
Sainsbury’s over the weekend of the 11-13 December.
Full details can be found on their website www.sydenhamarts.co.uk.
The beginning of November saw the launch of the Friends
of Sydenham Arts. The Friends scheme, with membership
options from just £10 - £150 per year, is open to everyone who
wants to support Sydenham Arts efforts in enriching the cultural
life of Lewisham, support emerging artists, developing new
and existing audiences and most importantly helping the staff,
Board and partners inspire local people all year round through
the Arts. Details of how to become a Friend can be found at
http://www.sydenhamarts.co.uk/become-a-friend-of-sydenham-arts/
The full plans for 2016 have not yet been released but we
understand that they are delighted to have received funding from
Big Lottery England's Awards for All programme for a project
related to the planned development of The Sydenham Centre.
We look forward to finding out more soon.
If you would like to find out more about Sydenham Arts visit their
website: www.sydenhamarts.co.uk
Find on Facebook: Sydenham Arts Festival
Follow on Twitter: @Sydsartsfest

TO PARADISE

Saturday 21st November 2015, 7.30 pm
at All Saints’ Church, Lovelace Rd, SE21 8JY
Of his famous Requiem, Maurice Duruflé wrote that
it was about 'the flight of the soul to Paradise'.
To hear this magical masterwork, you need go no
further than SE21, where it is the centrepiece of the
Concordia autumn concert.
Although based on the ancient tradition of
Gregorian chant, this is far from an ethereal meditation,
but a sensuous, muscular 20th century interpretation of
mankind's eternal struggle to find a meaning in our brief
time on earth.

Between
here and
knitwear

A truly miraculous piece of music. Supporting it will
be a varied programme of other Gregorian-inspired
works by Monteverdi and Thomas Tallis as well as a
dazzling new 21st century piece by David Truslove.
So we hope you'll join us, both body and soul,
for another memorable evening with one of London's
most prestigious amateur choirs.

A new book from
local author and poet

Chrissie Gittens
Twenty two linked stories, written over two decades,
trace a life from childhood to middle age.

Beginning in Lancashire in the ‘60s and ‘70s, they follow a young
girl as she becomes aware of what it means to be a daughter, a sister,
a lover and a woman in a family where the relationships are constantly
changing.
From a disappeared clutch of curlew’s eggs to the
last piece of furniture left standing in a home, these bleak and funny
stories bolster what is lost into poignant narratives.

Tickets
£12 at the door, or £11 in advance
from www.concordiachamberchoir.co.uk

Told with lyricism, economy and wit, they are observed with the
unflinching eye of an incisive witness.
Sydenham Society member Chrissie Gittens was born in
Lancashire and lives in Forest Hill in London. She studied at Newcastle
University and St Martin’s School of Art. Her poems have won
prizes, been broadcast on BBC Radio 4 and are widely published in
magazines, newspapers and anthologies.

Concessions
(students and those on means tested benefits)

half price.
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African migrant falcon rears young in Sydenham Hill Wood
On 3 September 2015 long-term London Wildlife Trust volunteer
Ernie Thomason photographed two juvenile hobbies in Dulwich Wood,
having watched adult birds flying low over the Sydenham Hill Wood glade.
From as early as June staff and volunteers conducting night time moth surveys had heard the
calls of falcons that sounded very similar to the African migrant hobby. Hobbies are close
relatives to the better-known peregrine and kestrel. The latter raised four chicks on the St.
Peters Church spire in June whilst a peregrine has been seen in and around Sydenham Hill
Wood over the past year.
The hobby arrives in Britain each spring to hunt small birds (as well as the larger
ring-necked parakeet in London) but its most iconic trait is its predilection for dragonflies.
Hobbies can be seen catching and consuming dragonflies whilst gliding through the air, a
key way to identify them.
We are indebted to Ernie and his photographs in securing evidence that the birds have bred
locally. We suspect that they bred in Sydenham Hill Wood. As a Schedule 1 species under
the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 it is illegal to disturb hobbies when they are nesting or
to advertise their nest site. No one knows their nest site.
Those local people who acted to save the woods in the 1980s, and of course the Sydenham
Society played a big role in the process, should feel a degree of pride in the fact that
Sydenham Hill Wood is able to support this iconic bird of prey.
Daniel Greenwood
Conservation Project Officer, Sydenham Hill Wood, London Wildlife Trust
Photograph Ernie Thomason

New Sydenham Garden Projects
Thanks to funding from the City of London
Corporation’s charity, City Bridge Trust, we have
been able to proceed with the following projects:

This group aims to stimulate the brain through fun, music
and exercise. Both singing and dancing are enjoyable and
provide a way for people with dementia, and their carers, to
express themselves and socialise with others within a fun and
supportive group.

Keep Growing

Hidden in the fun are carefully planned activities which build
on preserved memory for song and music in the brain. People
from all cultures can take part and no specific skills are needed.

This is our new on-going group for those who complete the six
month Sow and Grow course.
Through a structured programme of on-going stimulating
activities, its 10 co-workers have the opportunity to improve
their wellbeing - maintaining and perhaps enhancing the positive
effects of the six month Sow and Grow course.

Dancing adds to co-workers mobility, co-ordination and
posture, and can even be achieved whilst sitting down!
Regular exercise together with cognitive stimulation, play a
major role in delaying both dementia symptoms and improving
the quality of life for co-workers and their carers. An additional
benefit is that carers see the person they care for in a different
and more positive light and may well be able to continue some
of the activities at home.

This leads to a better ability to undergo physical activity, better
mental wellbeing, higher levels of independence and a better
quality of life.
Attending for a longer period of time helps group members
to build strong relationships, as well as engaging with a
programme of activities whilst feeling safe in a dementia friendly
environment that adopts a person centred approach which
encourages motivation for life, independence and
social inclusion.

Both courses started in June 2015 and will continue for
three years. We would also like to thank all volunteers who
welcomed this new idea and support both groups.
We are looking for volunteers every Wednesday at our
DeFrene site, to help grow vegetables and salads.

Singing and Dancing

Contact Sydenham Garden tel 020 8291 1650
or email info@sydenhamgarden.org.uk

In order to help people maintain the healthy cognitive and
social skills gained, and well preserved during the Sow and
Grow course, we offer a 16 week placement in our Singing and
Dancing course.

Sydenham Garden's Christmas Fair will be held at 28 Wynell
Road SE23 2LW on Saturday 5 December, from 11am-3pm;
entry £1, concessions 50p.
12
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News from the Horniman
Museum and Gardens

Dacres Wood
Reserve

From dinosaur families to festive fairs, tea trails to
taxidermy, books to birdwatching, there’s a variety of things
to see and do at the Horniman this winter.
Our eagerly awaited exhibition Collected and Possessed,
made possible by a successful crowdfunding campaign in
partnership with the Art Fund, opens on 28 November.
This unique display of artist Mark Fairnington’s paintings is
shown alongside their inspiration - taxidermy treasures from our
stored natural history collections.

The biggest back garden in Sydenham?

The festive season gets underway on Saturday 5 and Sunday
6 December at the Horniman Christmas Fair.

Until 1956, Irongates, a Victorian mansion, stood on Dacres Road

Over the weekend there are festive activities, gifts from
the arts and crafts markets, seasonal produce at the Farmers’
Market (Saturday), family art fun, and mince pies, mulled wine and
concerts (Sunday) performed by local choirs on the Bandstand.

frontage and land stretching all the way to the railway line, it may
have been the largest back garden in Sydenham. Now that back
garden is the Dacres Wood Nature Reserve, managed by LB
Lewisham and supported by a Friends group. However, it is still, in
a sense, a back garden - illustrating how valuable such spaces can
be for the wild life which still flourishes in cities.

- this is now Lewisham Homes’ Homefield House. With a wide

Further gift inspiration can be found in the Horniman shop,
and new for this year is the Horniman Museum and Gardens
Kids’ Handbook with 50 pages of fact-filled fun based on our
surprising and inspiring collections.

Public access at all times is not possible, but the Friends continue to
open the reserve on the last Saturday of every month from March
to October, while a growing number of pre-school groups visit
weekly as part of helping children learn about nature.

A treasure-trove of games, activities, puzzles and stickers, it
is designed to keep young visitors entertained on multiple visits to
the Horniman, and has challenges to complete at home.

We have also continued a series of photo-blogs, published on our
web site as ‘weekly walks’ showing how the view over the pond
changes with the seasons, and any other notable plant, animal
or fungus.

Priced at £6, all proceeds go towards the care of the
Horniman’s collections and gardens.
Looking ahead to the New Year we are once again taking
part in the UK’s biggest birdwatch. Wrap up warm and help us
count the different birds in the Horniman Gardens at The Big
Garden Birdwatch on Sunday 31 January, where other activities
throughout the day include bird walks and the chance to make
bird feeders.

A researcher from University College London also conducted an
acoustic survey over a week as part of research into a new way of
assessing bio-diversity, and which will help develop a systematic
listing of birds and animals - at least those which make any
kind of noise.

New exhibition for 2016

With a record of plant species and a map of where in the reserve
they are growing continuing, and photos of fungi from the weekly
walks submitted to an expert identification web site, we hope to
enhance the value of the site for local schools and other students.

Our big family exhibition for 2016 is Dinosaurs: Monster
Families. This exciting interactive exhibition opens on Saturday 13
February, revealing the fascinating world of dinosaurs and how they
looked after their eggs, nests and babies. Look out for an exciting
programme of dinosaur-themed events and activities planned to
complement the exhibition.

This August we found an injured hedgehog, which sadly did not
survive, but did involve us with the Royal Horticultural Society’s
‘Wild About Gardens Week’, and a special Open Day run by Ema
Felix’s ‘Secret Adventurers’ in which children made clay hedgehogs,
and followed a trail round the reserve.

And if you need to warm up with a cuppa this winter, and
want to find out more about this quintessentially British and
Horniman beverage, the Horniman has launched a new web app
exploring the heritage of tea.

We have also made contact with more of our neighbours, many
of whom knew about their nocturnal visitors and had already made
holes in their fences, or tunnels under them, to help hedgehogs’
nightly foraging.

Through three unique trails Tea Trail London - www.teatrail.
london – brings out the historic stories of tea in a variety of
London venues including museums, shops and tea houses.
For further information about the Horniman this winter,
including our ongoing photographic displays Animal Kingdom
(Stereoscopic Images in Natural History) and Project Tobong, visit
www.horniman.ac.uk.

In 2016 we will continue to think about how we get more for the
community out of Dacres Wood, and what we should be doing,
but we also very much hope to hear the ideas of Sydenham Society
members, either via our web site, www.dacreswood.org.uk, or
by emailing secretary@dacreswood.org.uk.

If you are interested in supporting the Horniman, please
see our website for further details about our membership and
benefactors schemes: www.horniman.ac.uk/get_involved.

Photograh Paul Barrett
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Make time for

Christmas project appeal 2015 by

this Christmas
and New Year

Through our annual Christmas Project, VSL aims
to make what can be a difficult and isolating time
of year more enjoyable for people on low incomes
by providing hampers for families, older people and
vulnerable adults, supermarket vouchers for families,
toys and gift vouchers for children and teenagers.

Amid the hustle and bustle of the Christmas period,
at St Christopher’s we are inviting our local
community to find a little time to support
the work of the hospice this season.

A Christmas day lunch is organised and held at a local
church and also a pantomime visit for families.

If you enjoy knitting, we would be delighted if you
could make Christmas decorations that we can sell to
raise funds. We have adorable knitting patterns on our
website for mini Santas, snowmen, baubles, stockings
and Christmas puddings.

Last year we were able to provide help to 1800
people in different ways.
We rely on the support of the whole community to make this work.
Can you help make this Christmas special?
You can help by volunteering your time to pack hampers,
toys, sort goods and, if you drive, deliver hampers, or perhaps
you could help at the Christmas day lunch.
You can also help by donating:
• Non-perishable food (chocolates, biscuits, canned food etc)
• New toys and gifts for children and teenagers
• Gift vouchers and money to support families and the project
Food items that are always in short supply include: jams
& marmalade, tea, coffee, tins of ham and salmon, small
Christmas puddings, luxury biscuits.
To donate items please bring them to our office at
300 Stanstead Road, SE23 1DE by Friday, 4 December, or
we can arrange collection if you call 020 8291 1747 or email
stephen@vslonline.org.uk
In addition we are also in need of funds and if you would
like to make a donation, cheques should be made payable to
Voluntary Services Lewisham.
All donations will be very gratefully received at Voluntary
Services Lewisham at 300 Stanstead Road, SE23 1DE on
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 10am to 1pm
and 2pm to 3pm.
To volunteer your time call Bettina Ganser on 020 8291
1747 or email: bettina@vslonline.org.uk leaving your full
contact details and availability.

Our annual Christmas Festival from 11am - 3pm on
Saturday 5 December is a chance to enjoy a glass of
mulled wine and a mince pie to put you in the festive
mood, as well as to browse lots of great stalls and get
some items ticked off your Christmas shopping list.
There will be activities for children including a visit
from Father Christmas. Entrance to the event at the
hospice (51 - 59 Lawrie Park Road, Sydenham) is £1, but
children go free.
On Sunday 6 December at 4pm all are welcome to come
together at our Remembering with St Christopher’s
event at the hospice in Lawrie Park Road, Sydenham.
This cherished annual occasion provides a moment
amidst the Christmas rush to remember loved ones who
have died, at a short inclusive service where the lights on
St Christopher’s outdoor Christmas tree are lit.
Finally, as 2016 rapidly approaches, you might like to
consider making a New Year’s resolution to make a
difference in your local area. If you’d like to meet people
and gain new skills and experience, volunteering at St
Christopher’s - whether with patients, fundraising or
helping with admin - is tremendously rewarding. And
as we all look for the very first signs of spring, we’d love
more gardeners to join our Open Gardens festival and
open their gardens for one day next summer to raise
money for St Christopher’s.
We’d like to say a really huge thank you to everyone who
has supported us at St Christopher’s this year, enabling us
to continue to deliver expert and compassionate end of
life care and family care services, free of charge, across
south east London.
We send you all our very warmest wishes for the
season and the coming year.
For further information on any of the above activities
please visit www.stchristophers.org.uk
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EVENTS

Q uiz
Nig ht

tyam Socie

Charity Quiz Night
Tuesday 8 March
(International Women’s Day)
7.45pm at the Golden Lion
Sydenham Society’s popular
Quiz Nite returns in aid of a
local charity. Entry £2 per head.
Contact Jackie (020 8778 5455) or Pat (020 8659 4903)
to book a table for your team.
Individuals welcome, as scratch teams can be formed
on the night.

Fan Museum, Greenwich
Friday 29 January 2016
The Fan Museum holds over
5,000 fans and fan leaves with
examples from all over the world
from the 11th century to the present day.
Admission cost £4 full/£3 concessions.
A guided tour can be arranged for £5 per person
(including admission) but this needs a minimum number of
10 people. With a guided tour we can also have use of the
Orangery for morning coffee (£3.50 including biscuits).
Please email jacquelinealdridge@gmail.com by 10 December
if you are interested in a guided tour. If there are sufficient
numbers a tour will be booked and £5 payment will be
required (full travel details will follow nearer the date).
If you are just interested in visiting the Fan Museum and
perhaps having lunch in the cafe in Greenwich Park
(weather permitting) returning from Blackheath on the 202 bus
please let Jackie know during January for rough numbers as
this will be a turn-up on the day event.

-Sydenh

Sydenham Society
Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 12 April in the Golden Lion at 7.30pm.

SYDENHAM SOCIETY
AGM

Local Ward Assemblies
Forest Hill Assembly:Thursday 10 December, venue tbc.
Perry Vale Assembly: Thursday 28 January 2016, venue tbc.
Sydenham Assembly: Saturday 5 December at 2-4pm
in the Sydenham Community Library.

Visit to the
Ragged School Museum
Tuesday 16 February 2016
The Ragged School Museum,
near Limehouse, was the
premises of the former Dr Barnardo's Copperfield Road
Ragged School. The museum is housed in a group of three
canal-side buildings which once formed the largest “ragged” or
free school in London.
We will travel by Overground and Docklands Light Railway to
Limehouse, followed by a 15 minute stroll along the Grand
Union Canal to a talk at the Museum in the Victorian schoolroom
at 11.30am. Afterwards we return to Limehouse where we can
enjoy a lunch (optional) before returning to Sydenham.
Cost £4 per person payable by 2 February.
Please register your interest with Sue Grindlay on
sue.grindlay@googlemail.com by 10 December.
Details for travel will follow nearer the date.

Sydenham Theatre Club
The club organises about 10 visits each year
to West End theatres. We go to evening
performances by coach usually leaving Kirkdale at 6.15 pm
or Dulwich Picture Gallery at 6.25pm.
The coach collects us from the theatre and returns to these
locations after the show.
The group rate for tickets is well below the standard price
but of course the cost of the coach has to be added.
Visits are to a wide variety of shows ranging from
serious drama to musicals.
New members are very welcome.
If you are interested please contact one of the following:
Roy Savage 020 8291 0264 Roger Pawley 020 8693 5660

!
SYDENHAM SO C I E TY M E M B E R S H I P F O R M
Yearly cost of membership
Individual (includes partner)		
Senior Citizen (includes partner)
Postal Member (includes partner)

Renewal is due in January. Postal members are those resident outside
SE23 and SE26 postal areas. Subscriptions can be paid by cheque or
Standing Order. Please make cheques payable to The Sydenham Society.

£6.00 per annum
£5.00 per annum
£8.50/£7.50 per annum

Bank details for The Sydenham Society STANDING ORDER

Name

Name of your bank/building society

Address

Address of your bank/building society
Account Number

Sort Code

Signed

Post code
Tel day

Your Name (please print)
Please pay the Sydenham Society (Lloyds Bank plc, Sydenham Branch,
Sort Code 30-98-42, Account no. 00524410) the sum of £8.50/£7.50/£6/£5
(please delete as appropriate) on 5 January each year until further notice.
This replaces any Standing Order in favour of the ‘Sydenham Society’.

Tel eve

Email

Please return to: Roger Feather, 71 Hall Drive, Sydenham, London SE26 6XL Tel: 020 8778 4318 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com
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Many, many thanks to all those that participated, making this event the most successful to date, with a special thank you to
the Sydenham Traders, the Co-operative Food Store and Classic Trophies for their generous donations of treats and
prizes, also to Sydenham Safer Neighborhood Team and their colleagues for keeping us all safe.
Heather Mallinder Event Co-ordinator

W E L C O M E T O NEW MEMBERS
A warm welcome to the following new members:
Richard Abraham
Kay Bromley
Matthew Cheadle
Sarah Clarke
& Mark Carley
Graham Cookson

J T Danvers
James Finch
& Kate Slipper
Zoe Gaia Fidel
Margaret Gibbs
Nigel Heath

Shirley McIndoe
James Miles
Peter Morley
Michelle Regan
Jonny Rothfield
& Emma Alter

Mr & Mrs Peter Selby
James Stagg
Malcolm Tait
Steven
& Deborah Ward
Cat York

Members are reminded that subscriptions for 2016 will be due in January. I am in the process of contacting those members who have not yet
renewed for 2015. If you are not sure whether you have paid for this year, please let me know. Many thanks, Roger Feather, Treasurer.
Tel: 020 8778 4318 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com
Issuing of membership cards It was agreed at this year’s annual general meeting that, in the interests of minimising expenditure, from 2016
membership cards will only be issued when subscriptions are paid in cash or on receipt of a self-addressed envelope (SAE). Exceptionally, members
who require a card to support their National Trust free entry voucher will receive one, again on receipt of an SAE.

www.sydenhamsociety.com
Covering all aspects of local community matters

Member of the London Forum

Member of Civic Voice

