
unable to call at London Bridge. These are trains from Charing Cross 
and Waterloo East on Mondays to Fridays between 8.04am and 9.17am 
and trains to Waterloo East and London Bridge on Mondays to Fridays 
between 4.37pm and 6.03pm. So, if you’re a commuter travelling into 
London from Catford or Lower Sydenham in the morning and returning in 
the evening, it’s all positive news – less so if you want to travel to London 
Bridge in the early evening.

In August work will start on rebuilding the 
Cannon Street platforms at London Bridge. This 
means there will be no connection from London 
Bridge to Cannon Street from late August until 
2018. As with the Charing Cross services, train 
tickets will be valid on London Underground to 
complete your journey.

On the Overground plans are in place to 
increase peak time trains from eight per hour 
to 10 from early 2018 by introducing two new 
trains per hour between Crystal Palace and 
Dalston.

Hopefully, the partial reopening of London Bridge will ease the 
pressure on our efficient but crowded Overground trains.

                                     Barry Milton, Roads & Transport Committee

Your neighbourhood voice
www.sydenhamsociety.com

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

SYDENHAM SOCIETY
NEWS

Autumn 2016

At last some welcome news for local rail passengers travelling 
to London Bridge and Charing Cross. After a 20-month 
interval, new platforms 8 and 9 will open at London Bridge 
station on 30 August. These will allow passengers to travel 
from Sydenham station to Waterloo East and Charing Cross 
again without having to use the tube or Overground.

At the same time, part of the new 
underground concourse will open beneath the 
platforms at London Bridge. Passengers will then 
be able to leave their trains and use the new 
escalators, stairs or lifts (currently boarded up on 
each platform) to reach the new concourse and 
board trains for Charing Cross.

And from the end of August things are also 
looking good for passengers travelling from Lower 
Sydenham and Catford to London Bridge and 
Charing Cross. 

The situation will be greatly improved but 
not perfect. Almost all trains will stop at London Bridge, but there will be 
exceptions. From 29 August until the new platform 6 opens in August 
2017, some morning and evening peak services on the Hayes line are 

Charing Cross and London Bridge trains 
will resume at the end of August

SABRE restoration appeal

St Christopher's 50th anniversary

New school for Lewisham V22 Louise HouseBlue plaque in Sydenham

Community library update The Jack Studio Theatre
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LOCAL MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
Jim Dowd MP for Lewisham West and Penge
Helen Hayes MP for Dulwich and Upper Norwood
c/o House of Commons London SW1A 0AA

LEWISHAM ASSEMBLY MEMBER
Len Duvall OBE AM
c/o City Hall, The Queen's Walk, London SE1 2AA

LEWISHAM COUNCILLORS
Civic Suite Lewisham Town Hall Catford SE6 4RU
020 8314 6000
Bellingham Ward
Alan Hall    Sue Hordijenko    Jacq Paschoud
Forest Hill Ward
Peter Bernards    Maja Hilton    Paul Upex
Perry Vale Ward
John Paschoud    Alan Till    Susan Wise
Sydenham Ward
Chris Best    Liam Curran    Rachel Onikosi

BROMLEY COUNCILLORS
Bromley Civic Centre Stockwell Close BR1 3UH
020 8464 3333
Crystal Palace Ward
Angela Wilkins    Richard Williams

Penge and Cator Ward
Katherine Bance    Kevin Brooks   Peter Fookes

SOUTHWARk COUNCILLORS
Town Hall Peckham Road SE5 8UB
020 7525 5000
College Ward
Jon Hartley    Catherine Rose    Andy Simmons

Community police Teams
Community Police contact non-emergency numbers for 
Lewisham have all changed to 0300 123 1212
In an emergency dial 999
For non-urgent police matters dial 101
For environmental noise nuisance call:
Lewisham Council   020 8314 6000
Bromley Council     020 8464 3333
Southwark Council  020 7525 5000

YO U R  LO C A L LY  E L E C T E D  O F F I C A L SS Y D E N H A M  S O C I E T Y  C O N TAC T S

O T H E R  C O N TAC T S

The Sydenham Society is an independent group representing the interests of local 
residents. Sydenham Society News is non-partisan, non-political and non-commercial.  

Chair  
Annabel McLaren
chair@sydenhamsociety.com
Treasurer & Membership
Roger Feather
membership@sydenhamsociety.com
020 8778 4318
Newsletter Editor
Pat Trembath
news@sydenhamsociety.com 
020 8659 4903
Newsletter Design & Layout
Jody Howard-McLeish
news@sydenhamsociety.com
Newsletter Copy Editor
Emma Mallinder 
Newsletter Distribution
Pat Trembath
020 8659 4903

Conservation & Planning
Barbara Kern 
conservation@sydenhamsociety.com
Events
Jackie Aldridge
020 8778 5455 
jacquelinealdridge@gmail.com
Roads & Transport
Ilse Towler
iandj.towler@btinternet.com
020 8778 3743
Local History
Steve Grindlay
localhistory@sydenhamsociety.com
020 8699 6398
Contact address for post
Sydenham Society
35 Bishopsthorpe Road
Sydenham
SE26 4PA

If there is something you would like the society to tell everybody, or a local issue you 
feel strongly about, please send your article, maximum 300 words, to the editor. 
Sydenham Society News is read by many local residents, old and new,  
so please spell out all acronyms and explain anything that a newcomer  
might not understand. 
All articles are subject to editing by the Editorial Team.
Email your article to the Editorial Team at:
news@sydenhamsociety.com or send hard copy to
97 Longton Grove SE26 6QQ.

Disclaimer The views expressed in articles are those of named contributors and 
should not be regarded as statements of policy of the Sydenham Society.

Keep informed about news and events in SE26 – sign up for the Sydenham Society 
eNewsletter by visiting

www.sydenhamsociety.com 
Send us your email address and you’ll be sent our regular eNewsletter packed 
with local news and information about what’s going on in Sydenham and the 
surrounding area.

A R T I C L E S  P L E A S E !

E - N E W S L E T T E R

The deadl ine for  art ic les  for  the next  newsletter  wi l l  be  Friday 5 November 2016

From 5 September Lewisham is planning to follow other London boroughs and 
introduce a 20mph limit borough wide. (There are exceptions and, it would appear, 
locally Sydenham Hill will revert to 30mph along its entire length.)

A recent early morning speed check on Westwood Hill showed drivers coming 
down the hill from Crystal Palace frequently exceeding the 30mph speed limit for this 
road – in fact, a number were ‘clocked’ driving in excess of 40mph. On this occasion the 
police were writing to those identified, warning that continued excessive speed could 
lead to points on licences and statutory fines.

Whilst I am in favour of slowing speeds, particularly in residential side roads,  
I foresee a problem when it comes to driving up the steep hills around our area. Since 
that speed check session, and living halfway up Westwood Hill, I have tried to keep my 
speed down to the future prescribed limit. Try as I may (upsetting many a white van man 
as I do) my 1.2 litre car engine struggles to maintain momentum in second gear and, 
changing up to third, it is hard to keep the speed below 25mph.

This begs the question – is this just my problem, or will others have a similar 
difficulty? Will I and others be caught doing 25mph in a 20mph zone after September 
incurring points and possible fine?
                                                                                                              Pat Trembath

20mph speed limit planned throughout Lewisham
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As you may be aware, in June 2014, we launched a major 
appeal to raise over £800,000 for restoration, refurbishment 
and improvements to the church building. We would like to 
bring you up to date with how work is progressing and to ask 
you to continue to target family, friends and work colleagues 
for any help they can give with raising the necessary funds.

It is a daunting task, but already donations have exceeded £158,000. 
The Parker Trust has donated £100,000 for the restoration of the clock 
and tower. We are currently in the process of applying for grant aid from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund, the organisation that distributes funds from the 
National Lottery to projects that aim to preserve and make accessible the 
nation's heritage. 

We have also submitted an application to the Listed Places of 
Worship Roof Repair Fund, set up by the Government in 2015 for urgent 
repairs to roofs, drains and rainwater goods.  
We expect the result at the end of June.

Originally, our aim was to convert the necessary repairs identified in 
the quinquennial (five yearly) report by our architect, Ms. Karen Butti of 
Thomas Ford & Partners, into a viable plan to ensure that the structural 
integrity of the building could be maintained for the benefit of a future 
generation of worshippers and users (of which there are many) from our 
local community. 

However, it soon became apparent to us that repair 
and reconstruction could be a stepping stone to making 
improvements to the building which will extend and 

enhance our provision for our congregation and the local community. In 
the words of Henri Nouwen, Catholic priest and theologian, fundraising: 
"is not a response to a crisis… it is a way of announcing our vision and 
inviting other people into our mission."

A key measure which must be met by applications to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund is that 

"more people engage with the history and heritage of the building  
and a wider range of people from the community make use  

of the facilities we offer."

To this end, some of the exciting developments we have planned for  
the building are:

To restore the Benjamin Vulliamy clock 

We have received a generous donation of £2000 from the 
Worshipful Company of Clockmakers which, together with some of the 
monies from the Parker Trust, will ensure that the Clock once again graces 
the Tower and resumes its role as a local landmark. The clock dials were 
taken down last year and are currently stored above the North Aisle in the 
church. The clock is important, as it was designed by the brother of the 
church's original architect, Lewis Vulliamy. 

To make significant improvements 
to the crypt

The condition of the crypt means 
that we cannot use it for the benefit of 
the congregation or wider community at 
the moment. 

We hope to provide a lift and stairs 
down to the Crypt, new toilets to 
complement the re-modelling of those 
upstairs, a new kitchen and flexible 
spaces to hire out.

To restore the church  
to its former glory

Not only will the clock 
mechanism and dials be restored 
and refitted, but faithful copies of the 
original pinnacles, which can be seen in 
the picture, will echo the appearance 
of the original building. 

The area above the north aisle is also under consideration for 
development and safe internal access to the tower is also an objective.

To help us in the work of reconstruction and refurbishment we have 
begun the process of tracking down the original architectural designs for 
the building through the Royal Institute of British Architects and Lewisham 
Archives. Intriguingly, the first plans included a gallery at the west end of 
the church and an internal staircase, the remnant of which lies behind the 
masonry there.

We are reviewing other grant-making organisations and will  
be drafting applications to those whose giving criteria fit best with  
our project.

Finally, we (the PCC, Clergy and SABRE Committee) would like 
to thank all of you who have so far given towards the project and to ask 
you to continue to support our appeal, not only by donation but also by 
alerting us to further sources of funding which may help.

Nick Lloyd Chair of SABRE c/o St Bartholomew's Vicarage,  
4 Westwood Hill, London, SE26 6QR

St Bartholomew’s restoration appeal SABRE
Sydenham Society News  •  Autumn 2016
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We have new lamp post banners promoting a Creative 
Sydenham and the monthly market on Venner Square. 
Lewisham Council Markets Team are booking the pitches – it is 
still £35 if you want one of the SEE3 stalls set up to trade and 
£25 for a pitch to bring your own stall. It would be good to see 
more local traders join the regular hot street food stalls, tasty 
cakes and artisan products.  

I am delighted that the High Street Happenings in the 
market has attracted a good audience. By the time you read 
this our Sydenham Smiles event will have taken place in August 
with paint a smile masks at the Sydenham Centre and Punch 
& Judy as well as the Kids Crafty Corner at the indoor pop-up 
shop at Here for Good.  

Coming up is the annual Halloween event on Monday 
31 October and then (would you believe already!) the start of 
Christmas activities with an indoor market in the Sydenham 
Centre on Saturday 26 November followed by the lighting up 
of the Christmas tree on Queensthorpe Square. 

If anyone has listings to be included in the SEE3 Christmas 
Calendar 2016 please let me know.   

The Sydenham Assembly have awarded £2,500 this 
year for the High Street Happenings programme as well as 
other activities during the year including the lighting up of the 

Christmas tree. The entertainment on market days is matched 
by sponsorship from Mann’s estate agents. 

Of course it helps get people out when the sun is shining, 
but whatever the weather if you have some time to volunteer 
we are looking for more people to be part of making the high 
street a vibrant place. SEE3 needs help with social media as well 
as developing initiatives in the Sydenham Centre such as tea 
parties, films and family entertainment. 

Some of you may have noticed that two Legible London 
signs are missing on the corner of Station Approach and 
opposite outside Pedder. I am pleased to report that the 
Sydenham Assembly have funded the replacement cost of 
£515 each and the signs have now been ordered. I have been 
chasing Transport for London regarding optimising the timings of 
the SCOOT along Sydenham Road so that the traffic lights are 
synchronised to enhance traffic flow as well as giving time for 
pedestrians to cross. 

Chris Best
Councillor for Sydenham Ward  
and Chair of the Sydenham Town Centre Steering Group and SEE3 
Telephone 020 8676 9516      
Twitter @chisbestuk
Email cllr_chris.best@lewisham.gov.uk   

S Y D E N H A M  S M I L E S

Our ward’s much loved Mayow 
Park hosted our most recent 
assembly on Saturday 18 June.  
Although the weather was 
overcast, the rain stayed away. 
The park was packed with 
stalls, community information, 
the ward councillors and most 
importantly, our local residents. 
The park’s resident cricket 
team was in action, as was an 
outdoor gym demo and there 
were tennis taster sessions for 
youngsters as well as boxercise 
tasters, while croquet took 
place on the bowling green. 

The Young Lewisham Project returned with their handmade 
wooden artefacts and free bicycle check-ups and were joined 
by the local Met Police with bike security marking.  Battersea 
Dogs and Cats Home and the PDSA were available for 
pet health advice and there was a Let’s Talk About Dogs 
presentation with dog micro-chipping. 
Younger members of the community were entertained by 
face painting, storytelling, bubble and bounce play and a 
Teddy Bear’s picnic. Amongst the local community groups 
present, the Forest Hill Society, the Friends of Mayow Park 
and Forest Hill’s Women’s Institute provided welcome 
information on their activities, the latter delighting us with 
their wonderful biscuits, cakes, and home made produce. 

Perry Vale Assembly brings you Lark in the Park 2
One of the day’s highlights 
was the launch of The Big Mix 
Up recipe book, written and 
produced by a collective of 
Forest Hill School students who 
have come together as a group, 
proposing to create a positive 
impact in their community 
and to help people. As young 
people living in Forest Hill, their 
manifesto is to address the 
negative perceptions of young 
people being disrespectful and 
older people being hard to get 

on with. Their remit was to collect recipes from local people, 
young and old, to demonstrate that both generations have 
a lot to learn from each other and that our similarities are 
greater than our differences. I am confident that the recipe 
book will become a collector’s item.

Feedback from the well-attended event was collated by 
Teatro Vivo who informed us that residents had a really lovely 
time in a very positive and engaged atmosphere. 

Planning for 2017’s Lark in the Park 3 is already underway! 

Susan Wise
Councillor for Perry Vale Ward  
Email cllr_susan.wise@lewisham.gov.uk  
Telephone 020 8699 6520
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“Events, dear boy, events” was the response attributed to 
former Prime Minister Harold Macmillan when in the early 
1960s he was asked what the greatest challenges are for  
any government. What makes the quote so ubiquitous 
though is that it’s something we can all relate to, this 
summer more than ever.

In just a few months we have seen a new Mayor of London 
elected, the Brexit vote, the resignation of the Prime Minister, a 
new government formed and economic uncertainty as growth 
forecasts are marked down. It has been a summer like no 
other.

In all of this, it’s my job to represent the view of local 
people and community groups, like the Sydenham Society. 
Concerns about transport, planning, housing, policing and 
air quality are all constants in our ever changing world. I will 
be lobbying the Mayor on all matters of importance to local 
people.

One of London’s biggest challenges is our polluted air. If 
you have asthma or any other respiratory condition, this won’t 
come as any surprise to you. Unlike the coal based pea-soupers 
of the 1950s the only time you see the yellow haze is if you 
stand on a high point and look over the London skyline. But it 
is there and it prematurely ends nearly 10,000 Londoners’ lives 
every year.

I was encouraged that Mayor Sadiq Khan has made tackling 
toxic air a priority. He has announced a new toxicity charge 
for the most polluting vehicles in central London, proposals to 

expand the Ultra-Low Emission Zone to the north and south 
circular roads and efforts to persuade the government to set 
up a diesel scrappage scheme. The mayor will also prioritise 
cleaning up the bus fleet.

These measures will make a real difference to residents in 
Sydenham. But it’s a long process. We’re not going to solve this 
one overnight. It also requires everyone to do their bit. The 
government must deliver financial help for Londoners looking 
to scrap polluting cars and the mayor will look at how we can 
better alert people to smog episodes. 

As a community, we too need to consider our part. Is that 
car journey to the local shops really necessary? Could I turn my 
engine off whilst waiting at the traffic lights next to that school? 
It’s amazing the difference we can all make if we make one 
small change.

Perhaps you have ideas on how we can clean up our air? 
The mayor’s consultation can be found at www.london.gov.uk/
cleanair and I urge you to share your views. 

I’m determined to do my bit and make sure that local 
residents always get the best deal. I’ll be working with 
Sydenham Society to ensure our community remains a great 
place to live. 

If you would like to contact my office at City Hall, please 
email Len.Duvall@London.gov.uk. I will be happy to help.

Len Duvall OBE AM
GLA assembly member for Greenwich and Lewisham

A summer like no other

New church school for south/central Lewisham
Many will be aware that the number of school-age 
children in Lewisham is rising. Primary schools have 
been asked to create new classes - for example, St 
Bartholomew’s school now has 60 children in each 
year instead of 45. 
This is starting to feed through into the need for more 
secondary school places. Lewisham would like to open a 
brand new 8 form entry secondary school in the south or 
central part of the borough (ie not too far from Sydenham) 
and has invited the Church of England to put in a bid to set 
up a new academy status school. 

Southwark Diocesan Board for Education has already 
put a lot of work into this but, in order for the bid to be 
successful, they need to show that there would be a large 
demand for a new church school.  

We are calling on the wider community, as well as churches, 
to support this. 

There is a website where you can find details about  
the proposals:   
Lewishamcofesecondaryschool.org.uk. 

If you are a parent who might use such a provision, please 
visit it to indicate your support. Even if you are not a 
parent of school-age children but would like to support the 
venture, you can also register your support. 

The school will start to admit children from Year 7 in 
September 2019, so will be of interest to parents of children 
going into Year 4 this autumn, or younger. It will also have a 
specialist autism unit. 

As it gets established, the school will be supported by the 
successful Archbishop Tenison’s School, Croydon.

Although this will be a Church of England academy, and 
therefore a faith school, the policy of the church is to be 
inclusive and to welcome those of all faiths or none. The 
Southwark Diocesan Board of Education has a track record 
of quality education, with 93% of its schools rated as good 
or outstanding. The school would not be in competition 
with existing schools, but seek to complement them.

The Rev Michael Kingston
Vicar of St Bartholomew’s Church, Sydenham
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Dog opens new shop! 
Mabel’s Five and  
Dime Store

The eponymous proprietor 
of a new shop in Kirkdale 
just happens to be a Jack 
Russell terrier called Mabel. 
'Mabel's Five & Dime Store' 
at 100 Kirkdale opened on 
11 June and sells vintage 
clothes, jewellery and homewares. This part of Sydenham has a 
long pedigree for vintage and antique shops, and it has become 
a destination for those seeking retro or unusual items. Mabel 
told me she has worked doggedly to get the shop ready, and is 
confident she is not barking up the wrong tree! The shop is open 
on Thursday and Friday from 10.30 am to 3.30 pm and Saturday 
from 10.00 am until 4.00 pm.                                 Sue Grindlay

Lindo’s Two-wheels  
and More, 111 kirkdale

Also making a welcome new 
contribution to the offer on 
Kirkdale High Street is a bike 
shop with a difference.

 Lindo’s Two-Wheels 
and More sells wheeled 
conveyances, including 
skateboards with spare parts 
and tools. 

Owner Andre says he also 
keeps his eye out for non-
wheeled bargains so it’s wise 
to keep a regular eye on his 
ever-changing windows.

Next year is the 50th anniversary of St Christopher’s 
Hospice and, with a range of events to mark this 
special milestone, there are lots of opportunities for 
everyone to join in the celebrations! 

The hospice was founded in 1967 by Dame Cicely Saunders 
OM, DBE, FRCP in order to radically improve end of life care, 
so that people could die with dignity and without pain. The 
founder of the modern hospice movement, Dame Cicely 
changed end of life care around the world and her vision 
continues to inspire its work today.

During 2017, St Christopher’s will be celebrating its 
achievements, whilst looking to the future as the hospice  
wants to continue to improve end of life care, both in the UK 
and beyond.

Join the 50th anniversary celebrations!

1 January: London’s New Year’s Day Parade

See in the New Year in style and join St Christopher’s at the 
London New Year’s Day Parade. There you will be able to 
admire the hospice’s floats, promoting the work it does and 
enjoy the parade which will have over 10,000 participants. Last 
year the parade attracted a street audience of over 500,000 
and a TV audience of more than 300 million!

14 – 18 June: London to Paris bike ride

St Christopher’s is looking for people to take on the exciting 
challenge of cycling from London to Paris, raising funds for the 

hospice. The journey will take riders through beautiful English 
villages and into the stunning countryside of rural France. You 
don’t need to be a fitness fanatic and the fundraising team will 
be on hand to support you every step of the way.

29 June: Lambeth Palace tea party

This will be St Christopher’s opportunity to thank its 
supporters, volunteers and the many wonderful people who 
make the hospice tick.  The tea party will take place in the 
beautiful setting of Lambeth Palace Gardens and is bound to be 
a fantastic day to remember. 

20 July: Southwark Cathedral service

A multi-faith service is being held in honour of the hospice’s 
50th Anniversary in this incredible Cathedral – a fitting 
opportunity to celebrate St Christopher’s past and the 
influence of faith that so strongly guided its founder.  

Other exciting projects throughout 2017

During the anniversary year the hospice will be producing a 
book as well as some podcasts and short films to celebrate 
its history, break down some myths about hospice care and 
show the rich diversity of its work and patients. The hospice 
welcomes contributions of photos or stories to these projects.

For more information about any of these events and how 
to get involved in St Christopher’s anniversary celebrations, 
please contact Martin Mears on 020 8768 4715 
or email m.mears@stchristophers.org.uk.

St Christopher’s Hospice celebrates its 50th anniversary in 2017

Welcome to new businesses in kirkdale

At Cobbs Corner  After a short term lease in the empty unit next to The Greyhound, Sydenham Beds have now returned 
to their base at 152 Sydenham Road. The unit has now been let long-term and is due to be fitted out to be occupied by  

estate agents, Kinleigh, Folkard & Hayward, by the end of August.

Disappointingly, information about The Greyhound, which is under offer according to Acorn Commercial, remains vague 
as does the future use of the retail unit at The Orb.
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Crofton Lodge, 88 Venner Road, is perhaps the most 
striking and unexpected house in Sydenham. It was the first 
house to be built on the grounds of Newlands, a large house 
on Sydenham Road. The site of Newlands is now occupied 
by the shops between Venner Road and the railway line and 
today the estate is bordered by Newlands Park Road to the 
east, the railway line to the west and continues south to the 
boundary with Bromley.

In 1790 Haskett Smith, a shipping underwriter, lived at 
Newlands. He died in 1840 and there is a large monument to him 
in St Barts church, to the left of the south porch. His son William 
inherited the estate and lived at Newlands until his own death in 
1876. In 1877 William's executors sold the house and estate for 
development.

Stanford's map of 1878 shows that Venner Road and Tredown 
Road had been laid out and named and that Byne Road and 
Wiverton Road had been laid out, but not yet named. The map 
shows just one building on the estate, Crofton Lodge, which 
suggests that building had already begun. By 1880 there were still 
only six houses in Venner Road.

Crofton Lodge seems to have remained unoccupied until 
1885 when George Matthew Corey Scoles, a solicitor, moved 
in. He had lived in Lower Sydenham from 1876 but moved to 
Silverdale in 1881, perhaps to keep a closer eye on the building 
work on his new house.

Although George Scoles was a solicitor, several members of 
his family were architects. His brother Ignatius mainly designed 

churches and was also responsible for the city hall in Georgetown, 
Guyana. This building is in a similar style to Crofton Lodge and 
it seems likely that Ignatius Scoles designed it. The Scoles' family 
home in Hammersmith was also called Crofton Lodge. George 
suffered financial setbacks and in 1895 the family emigrated to 
California.

In 1911 Charles Sawforde Arliss, who had lived in Sydenham 
since 1861, moved into Crofton Lodge. His son Leslie Arliss (born 
1901 in Sydenham) was to become a film and television director 
and a screenwriter who directed some of the biggest box-office 
successes of the 1940s but remains, according to the British Film 
Institute, "under-celebrated". Charles died in 1932 and his widow 
Nina continued living in the house until 1936.

Some ten years ago the house was used as a film studio. In 
June 2010 the council received complaints about unauthorised use 
of the house for business purposes. The then owner explained 
that the building was rented out to different companies as a photo 
studio. He was told that he needed planning permission for this but 
failed to respond. The council decided that this was unauthorised 
and the house should remain as a family home.

Four years ago the house was bought by the present owners 
who told us: "we have spent the last three years trying to recreate 
the Victorian style that the house deserves.  The top floor (which 
would have been the servants’ quarters) remains and still has the 
original wallpaper in some places along with the gas lamp fittings." 
This sympathetic refurbishment has restored the palatial splendour 
of this Sydenham iconic house.

Steve Grindlay

This is a Lewisham plaque to the author and naturalist  
Richard Jefferies who spent long holidays as a child in this 
house (20 Sydenham Park Road) with his Uncle Thomas and 
Aunt Ellen Harrild. 

He also attended a private school in Sydenham which may 
have been Sydenham College, which was then on the 
diagonally opposite corner to the house. 

His aunt was a particularly important influence on his later work and Jefferies is 
renowned for his colourful descriptions of nature. The cedar tree which he sat under 
still survives in the garden of the house.

Picture Quiz No.10
Where is  this?

Answer to Picture Quiz No.9

Crofton Lodge 
88 Venner Road 
A VICTORIAN 

VILLA 
RESTORED
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T H E  J A C k  S T U D I O  T H E A T R E
The Jack Studio Theatre, which adjoins the 
Brockley Jack Public House on Brockley Road, 
is an Off West End theatre in the Crofton Park 
area of south-east London. Established in 1994, 
it has been producing theatre and arts events 
for the local community and beyond for  
over 22 years. 

It is an exciting and intimate performance  
space with a long history both within its 
community and the London-wide  
theatre scene. 

The Jack is one of the oldest fringe theatre 
venues in London and has three times won  
the public vote for Most Welcoming Theatre 
(south-east) in the prestigious Off West End 
Awards (the Offies).

Press quotes:  

One of South London’s  
bravest venues**** 
The Upcoming

Everything Fringe theatre  
can achieve and more. 
PostScript Journal

The theatre’s history

The theatre was founded by actors David Kincaid, Michael 
Bottle and Peter Rocca. David Kincaid and Michael Bottle 
took the lead roles in the theatre’s first ever production, 
Chekhov‘s On the Harmful Effects of Tobacco. From 1996 
to 1999 Mainbrace Theatre Company ran the theatre for 
three successful years. 

In the past few years the Jack Studio has undergone several 
refurbishments. The 50 seat theatre is now a  
well-equipped and accessible space that allows the 
audience an up-close view of the action. 

The current in-house team have produced theatre at 
the Jack since 2005, programming over 300 different 
productions during this time.
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T H E  J A C k  S T U D I O  T H E A T R E
The theatre’s programme

The Jack prides itself on having a diverse programme of events, which sees 
revivals of classic plays, new writing and musical theatre produced each 
year. Productions usually run for three weeks, but there are also one–off 
events including Edinburgh previews and film screenings. In addition to its 
main programme the Jack runs a new writing festival, writing workshops 
and hosts regular Scratch Nights where performers can try out new 
material.  To find out what’s going on and what’s coming up, visit the 
theatre’s website at www.brockleyjack.co.uk.

The Jack is currently led by Kate Bannister (Artistic Director) and Karl 
Swinyard (Theatre Producer), who were awarded Best Venue Directors 
in the Fringe Report Awards for their work ‘in making The Brockley 
Jack Studio Theatre an outstanding venue for exciting theatre, and for 
encouraging the development of new talent. The current team also 
instigated the theatre’s annual new writing festival, which each year offers a 
professional production to a  
local playwright.

The Write Now Festival at the Jack

The Write Now Festival began at the Jack in 2010 and has run for six 
successive years. Write Now gives a platform to playwrights south of 
the river and is an essential part of the Jack’s programme, which each 
year looks to find and produce the most exciting and significant work of 
emerging writers with a connection to the area.

The full length play is chosen from submissions of previously unperformed 
plays from writers who live, work or study in south-east London. 
Alongside the main production Write Now offers writing workshops, 
which are open to all, and post-show discussions. Each year the festival 
is launched with the performance of ten minute plays on a topical 
theme. This year’s theme was Flight or Fight which attracted over 200 
submissions. In 2016 the winning full length drama was Better Together 
by Lewisham playwright David Weir. Previous Write Now winners have 
gone on to have their work developed by the BBC, Channel Four and 
major new writing theatres throughout the UK. The theatre will open 
submissions for the next festival later this year.

Scratch nights

As part of the theatre’s programme, the Jack hosts scratch nights every 
two months. Scratch nights contain a variety of performances, including 
short plays, sketch comedy, poetry and spoken word, showcasing new 
artists and new material. At the end of the evening, the audience is invited 
to give feedback to all of the acts, to help them develop their work further. 
If you wish to submit for future scratch nights, please email the theatre at 
scratch@brockleyjack.co.uk

2016 at the theatre…

Alongside the productions created each year by the Jack’s team, the 
theatre has a strong tradition of supporting new companies and theatre 
artists, providing a space for them to develop their work. New companies 
often bring their first production to the theatre and it has been the starting 
point of many theatrical  

careers for actors, directors, 
set, sound and lighting designers, 
stage managers and theatre 
technicians. 

Some of the highlights so far in 2016 have been the revival of  
Bertolt Brecht’s The Caucasian Chalk Circle, by Lazarus Theatre 
Company, the family friendly folk musical This was the World and I was 
King, by Hook Hitch Theatre and adaptations of the classic novels Anna 
Karenina and Persuasion, by Arrows &Traps Theatre and The Rosemary 
Branch Theatre.

…and coming soon

This autumn the Jack welcomes two new companies to the space, with 
a revival of Chekhov’s Three Sisters in October and the production of 
The Awakening by Julian Garner, which won Norway’s Ibsen prize. The 
Awakening opens the autumn season in September. The theatre’s annual 
festive production, which is in keeping with the Jack’s tradition of Gothic 
dramas at Christmas, opens on Tuesday 13 December. This year it is an 
adaptation of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s The Hound of the Baskervilles, 
which promises to be as funny as it is spooky and will be suitable for all the 
family. Tickets go on sale in September.

Ticket booking

Tickets for any of the Jack’s events can be bought on the Jack’s website. 
Ticket prices range from £7 - £15, depending on the event. Tickets can 
also be bought from the box office thirty minutes before performances 
begin, although as shows can sell out booking online is recommended. 

The theatre adjoins the Brockley Jack Public House, where theatre-goers 
can enjoy a pre-theatre meal or drink. The full menu is on their website, 
www.brockleyjack-london.co.uk where you can also book a table in 
advance. Customers are welcome to take their drinks into the theatre.

The theatre and the Brockley 
Jack Public House both have 
full wheelchair access.

How to get to the Jack 

There is plenty of unrestricted 
parking outside the theatre in 
Brockley Road and local  
side streets. 

Honor Oak Park Station  
is an eight minute walk, 
Crofton Park Station is a two 
minute walk from the theatre 
and 15 minutes travelling time 
from central London.  
Bus routes 122, 172, 171,  
P4, N171 all stop directly 
outside the theatre.

THE  
AWAKENING 

by Julian Garner

DLPRODUCTIONS present
C

STUDIO THEATRE

6 - 24 September at 7.45pm    
www.brockleyjack.co.uk

the awakening10.indd   1 21/07/2016   13:51:22

C
STUDIO THEATRE
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Adder, Bluebell, 
Lobster 
Wild Poems by 
Chrissie Gittins, 
illustrated by  
Paul Bommer 
If you add an adder to an adder 
they are prone to have a dance, 
they writhe around each other  
till the strongest gets a chance 
to PUSH the other down. 

Watch out for bossy Beetroot! Be enchanted by a  
Bluebell witch’s thimble and spot a dive-bombing Lark  
or a cute Great-Crested Newt. 
There are 40 poems inspired by nature words left out of the latest 
Oxford Junior Dictionary. You can help save the names of these 
animals, plants and birds from extinction and be inspired to write 
your own poems using other words which have been culled! 

Margaret Atwood, Andrew Motion and Michael Morpurgo were 
among 28 authors who, in 2015, protested against the Oxford 
Junior Dictionary’s replacement of natural words with 21st century 
terms. They called for: “a deliberate and publicised decision to 
restore some of the most important nature words [in order to  
send a] tremendous cultural signal and message of support for 
natural childhood”. 

This is exactly what local poet Chrissie Gittins' new anthology does. 
From Adder to Wren, 40 fantastic poems celebrate 40 amazing 
animals, birds and plants and their beautiful names – names which 
you can help poet Chrissie Gittins save from extinction. This is 
nature close up, exciting and wild!

Chrissie says: “I researched the Lobster poem at Horniman Museum 
and the poem is dedicated to the Horniman Museum Aquarium 
Lobster. The Heron poem is set in Crystal Palace Park and I 
researched Willow along the Ravensbourne River at Brookmill Park."

Chrissie’s 5th children’s poetry collection, Adder, Bluebell, Lobster, 
was published on 4 August. It takes 40 of the 110 nature words 
deleted from the Oxford Junior Dictionary as titles. 

The library will be even busier until 16 September as we are taking part in 
the Reading Agency’s Summer Reading Challenge for children aged 
5 – 11. Children sign up to read six books and tell us about each book. 
They get small prizes for each book and, after completing six, get a medal 
and a certificate presented at school.  

By the end of July 70 children had signed up and one had already read six 
books. Luckily we have additional volunteers during this busy time helping 
us listen to the children read and record their successes.

We are increasing activities for children during August thanks to funding 
from the Sydenham and Bellingham Assemblies. 

The Tuesday under fives’ Rhyme Time will be increased to an hour 
and runs from 10-11am (no sessions on 23 or 30 August). Craft sessions 
aimed at all ages will run each Saturday afternoon in August from 2-4pm, 
except on Bank Holiday Saturday.  For adults, from 6 August there are 
flower drawing and painting sessions on Tuesday afternoons from 
1.30-4pm. See our Facebook page and posters for activities after the end 

of August. Our knitting and chatting group will sail on regardless, every 
Saturday morning 10-12 am.

We need more volunteers!  Four of us have been volunteers since 
2011 when Sydenham became a Community Library. More and different 
expertise would be very welcome. Not all of the work involves facing the 
public – two people work with donated books by selling them online or 
locally, or adding them to our stock when possible. Most of us occasionally 
work with members of the public, offering IT tuition or just helping to fill in 
forms, update CVs, or find information. Four of the current volunteers are 
experienced librarians, four ex-teachers, but really we just need calm and 
cheerful people who like books (possibly) and other people (definitely), for 
as little as two hours a week.

We also need someone to occasionally open the library at 9am and take 
charge of the building until about 11am when other volunteers arrive. If 
you are interested, please pop in, or call us on: 020 8778 1753. 

Ilse Towler

Sydenham Community Library news

Sydenham High School 
becomes Sydenham 

Arts patron
Sydenham High School GDST has become a founding 

patron of local community arts organisation Sydenham Arts.

The independent school for girls, part of the Girls’ Day 
School Trust, supported and collaborated with its predecessor, 
the Sydenham Arts Festival, when it staged its annual July 
festival for many different art forms.

In its new format Sydenham Arts has charitable status 
and a year-round focus. The local arts pioneer is committed 
to providing a platform for emerging, local artists as well as 
bringing high quality, established artists to the area. 

Alongside their events programme they regularly run free 
participatory workshops, partner with local schools, such as 
Sydenham High on original projects and provide mentoring for 
young actors, singers, musicians, playwrights and poets.

As part of the patron relationship, the school is aiming to 
collaborate with Sydenham Arts’ Autumn Photography Festival, 
channelling the talent of its young photographers. 

The school has already held two successful photographic 
exhibitions London through the Ages and Images of Iceland 
in the past year and has an international photographic 
competition winner amongst its senior school students.

“We are very excited to be supporting Sydenham Arts  
as one of its first corporate patrons since it gained  

charitable status,”
said Headteacher Kathryn Pullen.

“In supporting Sydenham Arts, we are not only helping to 
ensure that local arts and artists thrive but celebrating a  

proud school tradition in creativity of all kinds and in 
community action.”
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V22 is an art organisation with a shared ownership 
structure, which specialises in the collection of 
contemporary art, the production of exhibitions, events and 
educational initiatives, and the provision of artists’ studios, 
workspace and artisans' workshops.

Louise House is a  Grade II listed Victorian building consisting of 
15 self-contained artists’ studios 
over two floors, front and back 
gardens and a separate community 
and exhibition space at the rear of 
the building. All studios have high 
ceilings, windows and natural light.

The House is V22’s first 
long-term building in London with 
a lease term of 125 years. At a 
time when artists find they have 
to move on quite regularly due 
to regeneration, V22 say it is very 
exciting to be able to develop roots 
in a neighbourhood and know that they can truly become part of  
the community.

Behind Louise House is the old laundry building which contains 
a newly refurbished large gallery space and Community Studio. The 
basement of the laundry is being renovated as another events space. 
Alongside the building is a large community garden and the vision is for an 
art and community centre which can become part of the local area long 
into the future.

V22’s Summer Club 2016 which opened on 23 July will present 
public events every Thursday to Sunday until 28 August and will include 
performances, screenings and workshops in collaboration with invited 
programming partners and artists, as well as new partners from local areas 
in which the Summer Club occurs. These events will take place in the 
old laundry building behind Louise House in the large gallery space, the 
Community Studio and the Community Garden. There will be 4 strands 
to the programme: 

1. Community  Community events such as children’s workshops 
and talks will take place in the Community Studio and Garden every 
Saturday. The future use of the Community Studio will be open for 
discussions within the wider community. 

2. Summer Club Sound  Andie Brown and Helen Frosi will 
be curating Summer Club Sound, a series of sound events including 
performances from Leslie Deere and Allotropes, workshops from Sharon 

Gal and the Octopus Collective, and film screenings from 
Jack Chuter (ATTN: Magazine), John Grzinich and  
Patrick McGinley.

3. Summer Club kitchen Workshop  Valerie 
de Ghellinck and Nico Duvinage join V22 as artists in 
residence. Together with the public, they will explore 
ideas around the community kitchen that is planned for 
the basement at Louise House in 2017, through a series 
of workshops surrounding cooking and eating together.

4. Studio+  Studio+ is an 11-month residency for 
11 young artists in the large gallery space. The space is 
intended to be one in which to make, show, experiment, 
fail, talk, play, interact, learn and grow. Preceding the start 

of Studio+, and during the Summer Club, nominees will be invited to 
take part in a series of talks and discussions surrounding the ideas of how 
Studio+ will work as a residency programme/experimental exhibition/
events space.

For more information go to www.v22collection.com

Footnote: The front page of the Autumn 2013 edition of the Sydenham Society News 
reported on V22’s successful bid to takeover and run Louise House as an Art and 
Community Centre and added the following editorial comment:

[Ed: Concerned with the threatened loss of heritage buildings along Dartmouth Road, 
the demolition of the Superintendent’s House (the Victorian façade of Forest Hill Pools) 
and Louise House, the future of Louise House was secured in August 2008 following a 
successful application by Tim Walder (Chair of Save the Face of Forest Hill campaign) 
to English Heritage for it to be listed.  The listing also secured the future of the 
Superintendent’s House, incorporated into the new Pools which opened last September. 
Five years on we welcome the news that Louise House is to be brought back into 
community use.]

V22 Louise House 
Dartmouth Road
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Four Grade ll listed sphinxes on the top terraces of Crystal Palace park 
have been restored. They have been painted for the first time in more 
than a century, as part of the current round of park improvements. 
Work will take around a month to complete. 

Investigation prior to restoration, which included scraping paint off 
the sphinxes, revealed that they had previously been regularly painted 
with evidence of eight layers of paint dated to the end of the 19th century. 
The sphinxes appear to have been made in an early form of concrete, 
part modelled in situ and part pre-cast, according to David Carrington, 
managing director of Skillington Workshop which is carrying out the 
restoration works. 

Two sphinxes on the Anerley Hill side of the park still need repairs 
before they get the same treatment. The staircase on which they are 
flanked, which has been blocked off for many years, has been cleared of 
vegetation and restored.

Bromley’s executive member for renewal and regeneration Cllr Peter 
Morgan said, “I think this is magnificent and a great start to our programme 
for restoring the park. We’re never going to restore it completely to its full 
splendour because it would be too expensive. But we’re doing what we 
can and we’re going to make a big difference to this park over the next 10 
years.”

The sphinxes were added to the Historic England Heritage at Risk 
Register in 1995 and joint funding from the Greater London Authority and 
Historic England is helping to conserve the sphinxes. The majestic Grade 

II listed sculptures are a remnant of Sir Joseph Paxton’s parkland setting for 
the Crystal Palace, which moved from Hyde Park to Sydenham in 1854.

Crystal Palace Subway
Hats off to everyone who has supported  
the project to reinstate safe pedestrian  
access to the Crystal Palace Subway  
from the Southwark side!  

For the past three years the Subway 
has been opened to the public, by ballot, 
during London Open House Weekends. 
Those successful in the ballot have accessed 
the Subway for 30 minute slots through the 
Bromley park side entrance wearing hard hats 

and having to sign an accident waiver form in case of any incident of which, 
luckily, there have been none.

This year there won’t be a ballot and you will be able to turn up 
on the weekend of 17/18 September (Open House Weekend 2016) 
to access the subway from the Southwark (west) side of Crystal Palace 
Parade. There will still be some limit on numbers in the Subway to ensure 
safety and to allow everyone to enjoy the space. 

Keep an eye on www.cpsubway.org.uk  for news and information.

The University of the Third Age (U3A) is an 
international organisation with nearly a thousand local 
groups throughout the UK.

Dulwich and District U3A (D&D U3A) was launched 
two years ago and now has over four hundred 
members and around sixty interest groups including archaeology, play 
reading, computers, music, languages, cycling, bridge and much more. 

No qualifications are needed to join and there are no certificates or 
qualifications given out.

In the last year, the bike group has covered around twenty-five rides, 
the gardening group has had a successful plant and seed exchange, the 
knitting for charity group has knitted over 150 pieces for Knit for Peace 
and the museums and galleries group has visited over 30 locations.

 These are but a few of the activities undertaken by the groups.

There are also sociable monthly meetings with 
specialist guest speakers covering a diverse range of 
topics which have included modern architecture, black 
history, making obituaries, international migration, and 
Horniman Gardens.

Our annual membership fee of £25 allows members to attend as many 
available interest groups as they wish. We also encourage members to 
participate as much as possible, suggest new activities and help run them 
as convenors or share in hosting groups in their homes. 

D&D U3A particularly welcomes residents from around the Dulwich 
area, Sydenham, Herne Hill and Forest Hill, but is open to people living 
in all other areas.

If you want to find out more about D&D U3A, take a look at our 
website www.dulwich-u3a.uk or Facebook page @Dulwichu3a or 
phone us on 0843 8860 980.

Sphinxes are 
being painted 
Victorian 
terracotta red!

Sphinxes are 
being painted 
Victorian 
terracotta red!
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Cllr Hall, Cllr Adefiranyi with Barbara Stockbridge

On 28 June, Ron Stockbridge Close was named in memory of 
Bellingham councillor and former Lewisham Council Leader Ron 
Stockbridge. It is part of the Bell Green regeneration site in Lower 
Sydenham in Bellingham Ward.

Speaking at the naming ceremony Bellingham Councillor Alan Hall said: 

"This is a fitting tribute to Ron Stockbridge who served the people of 
Bellingham and the London Borough of Lewisham with distinction. He 
contributed to this regeneration scheme and it is part of the area in which 
Ron grew up."

The tribute card reads: 

“Ron Stockbridge was a man of the people, for the people, by the people”. 
Alan Hall added: “Ron served in Lewisham Council for 40 years, steering 
the council through some difficult times in the 1980s and for two decades 
he represented the people of Bellingham. Throughout his council career 
he held many positions, most notably Leader of the Council from 1984 - 
1985. He pioneered an enterprise culture as chair of the Employment and 
Industry Committee in the 1980s from which the council still benefits. 
However he was most at home in his ward, Bellingham, where he served 
with passion. The road named after him is an appropriate lasting tribute 
to a man who is never far from our thoughts.”

Cllr Hall, Cllr Paschoud with Jonathan Pegg 

On 29 June a second new road, Alan Pegg Place, was opened in 
memory of Alan Pegg, who for nearly 40 years served as a local ward 
councillor for the area around Bell Green and Lower Sydenham.

Born in Perry Rise just across the road from where Alan Pegg Place is 
now, he represented Sydenham East Ward, where he was first elected in 
1965 as the two metropolitan boroughs of Lewisham and Deptford came 
together to form the new London Borough of Lewisham. He was an 
active member in the council’s planning committee of which he was chair 
for many years.

After retirement he played a part in local politics and the affairs of 
Lewisham Council and was an active member of the Labour Party, 
attending many events.

Alan Hall, former chair of Lewisham West and Penge Labour Party said:

 "Alan was a dedicated and civic-minded local politician who served his 
community well. It is a fitting tribute to name Alan Pegg Place after him."

Two new roads named  
in Bell Green

I love visiting Mayow Park with my friends and family and, 
more recently, in my role as Friends of Mayow Park’s family 
rep. I have been lucky to be involved in a few planned fun 
activities which I wanted to share.

The family tree walk

I learnt a thing or two about the park’s trees. We measured 
the height of a tree using a home-made clinometer made 
by Jon Robinson. We also identified some of the trees, 
listened to bird song and did some bark rubbings. Fun for 
all ages - not just the kids!

Urban Orchard Project

We planted seven fruit trees in the community orchard, 
alongside Urban Orchard Project, to bring the park’s fruit 
tree total to 18. It’s been fascinating to see our family tree 
grow and produce fruit over the years. 

The Big Dig

We had a fab gardening session as part of the official Big 
Dig, planting potatoes, sowing wildflower seeds, weeding, 
mulching and pruning. And thanks to Iris at Grow Mayow, 
we will also plant strawberry plants. We have run several 
gardening sessions at the triangle, in which we have tidied 
up the herb and fruit beds and added new wood chips to 
the path where they needed replacing. Everyone was so 
helpful, and we are grateful for their time and effort.  

The bat walk

Much appreciated by my other half, it was a shame we 
didn’t see bats, despite Dr Iain Boulton leading the walk 
round the park using bat detectors, which was fun in itself.

Lark in the Park

Run by Perry Vale Ward councillors and officers, this was 
also a great day and such a good way to meet other locals 
and organisations. Free activities for everyone included 
tennis, soft play, cadets and more. My little one particularly 
liked the soft play.

It has been a busy few months with so much going on. 
If you want to find out more, visit us at on Facebook – 
friends of Mayow Park (FOMP) or take a peek at our blog: 
friendsofmayowpark.blogspot.co.uk.

            Carol Robinson           

Family fun in 
Mayow Park 
Family fun in 
Mayow Park 
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Sydenham centenarian, Joan Tickner
Long-time Sydenham resident, Joan Tickner celebrates her 
100th birthday on 3 December 2016. Joan was born in 
Ashtead in Surrey and spent her childhood in Essex - first in 
Chigwell, then Chadwell Heath.  However, Joan has lived in 
Sydenham for 70 years and worked in the post war years and 
beyond for Sydenham’s then largest employer.

Joan was an only child and her father was a cobbler (by 
coincidence the same trade as the last Sydenham centenarian 
featured in the Autumn 2014 edition of the News, Alec 
Johnson, who celebrated his 102nd birthday earlier this year).  
Her mother, like the vast majority of working women at the 
time, worked in service as a cook for well-to-do families.

Joan was 23 when the Second World War broke out, 
working as typist in the City of London and living with her 

parents in Welling, Kent. When the war ended Joan moved 
with her parents to one of the newly built maisonettes in 
Worsley Bridge Road, Lower Sydenham, close to the recently 
demolished 1930s Dylon Dye Factory.

Joan, with her short-hand typing skills, soon landed a job at Bell 
Green Gas Works around the corner, where she worked as 
a typist in the offices for many years until its closure in 1969. 
Her next door neighbour, Ruth, recalls an amusing incident 
when Joan came home from the gasworks one day as usual 
at lunchtime to make her elderly Mum (to whom she was 
devoted) some lunch, only to find her Mum sat by the fireplace 
covered with soot which, with a sudden gust of wind, had 
come down the chimney! (Those were the days of coal fires, 
of course.) 

Joan remembered well the Great Flood of 1968 in Lower 
Sydenham and the double decker Routemaster 180 buses 
that used to terminate in Worsley Bridge Road just past her 
house. Joan’s father suffered from deafness in old age, an 
affliction which Joan has sadly also latterly suffered from and 
she has been profoundly deaf for the last 10 years. Although 
she intended to move out of the family home as a young 
woman, Joan never quite managed it and, never marrying, 
lived with her parents until their deaths in the 1970s/80s. She 
continued to live on alone at Worsley Bridge Rd until 2015, 
when she became too frail and moved into a Sydenham care 
home. Joan loves dogs and cats and always enjoyed looking 
after neighbours’ cats when they went away. Her next door 
neighbour Ruth was, and still is, a particularly good friend.

She gave generously to charity and though a quiet, private 
and solitary person, is always welcoming and friendly to me 
when I visit her in the care home, where she’ll be deservedly 
celebrating her special day.

                Michael Viner (with grateful thanks to Joan and Ruth)

Spring and summer 2016 have provided 
some successful open days and events at 
Dacres Wood. 
In April we had a good number of visitors 
who helped with the tree identification 
and measuring activity which will help 
in the drawing up of a detailed map of the 
site. 
In May there was the ever popular  
Teddy Bears Picnic and Bear Hunt in 
the woods with a number of edible teddy 
bears being made. In June Councillor 
Susan Wise officially opened the  
new bridge that now runs across the 
centre of the pond.
The beginning of July saw the reserve 
full of activity as it was open during 
both weekends for the Sydenham Arts 
Trail with an impressive reflective art 

installation on 
the pond, wood 
carving in the 
woods and 
beautiful arts and 
crafts for sale in 
the building.
During the July 
open day Froglife charity visited to 
celebrate the installation of the gifted 
hand carved memory bench situated 
on the south end of the pond. 
They were able to provide locals 
with a wealth of information on 
amphibians and reptiles as well 
as being keen to hear locals’ own 
wildlife stories. 

www.dacreswood.org.uk

From the Friends of Dacres Wood

Hilary Jarrett  It was with great sorrow that we learned of the death of Hilary Jarrett on 28 July. 
Many members will have known her over the years as the extremely caring and very popular Dr Graver at Sydenham Green Health 
Centre. After her retirement Hilary and her husband John volunteered to take charge of the distribution of the quarterly Sydenham 

Society News, which they did for nine years. They were also regular attendees at Sydenham Society events and outings. 
We offer John and his family our sincere condolences.
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Annual cost of membership
Individual (includes partner)  £6.00 per year
Senior citizen (includes partner) £5.00 per year
Postal member (includes partner) £8.50/£7.50 per year

Name of your bank/building society 

Address of your bank/building society 

Account number  Sort code 

Signed 

Your name (please print) 

Please pay the Sydenham Society (Lloyds Bank plc, Sydenham Branch, 
Sort Code 30-98-42, Account no. 00524410) the sum of £8.50/£7.50/£6/£5  
(please delete as appropriate) on 5 January each year until further notice.   
This replaces any standing order in favour of the ‘Sydenham Society’.

Bank details for The Sydenham Society standing order
Name 

Address  

 Post code 

Tel day  Tel eve 

Email 

Renewal is due in January.  Postal members are those resident outside 
SE23 and SE26 post codes. Subscriptions can be paid by cheque or 
standing order.  Please make cheques payable to The Sydenham Society.

SYDENHAM SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM

!

EVENTS

Please return to: Roger Feather, 71 Hall Drive, Sydenham, London SE26 6XL   Tel: 020 8778 4318   Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com

Visit to Rainham Hall, Essex
Thursday, 15 September
This National Trust property has recently 
opened after a £2.5m refurbishment. Just 
yards from Rainham Station, in the heart 
of Rainham Village, the house is one of the 
country’s finest examples of an early 18th 

century merchant’s home. Entrance costs £5. To register your interest, 
send an email to jacquelinealdridge@gmail.com by 1 September.  
We will provide travel arrangements nearer the date.

Westminster Abbey visit
Friday 4 November. 
This trip will cost £14 concs. for group of ten or 
more and includes an audio guide.  To register 
your interest, send an email to jacquelinealdridge@
gmail.com by 10 October. We will ask you to 
pay by 24 October.  We will provide travel 
arrangements nearer the date.
Sydenham Artefacts: Collecting the Past
Tuesday, 8 November 7.30 pm  
at The Sydenham Centre.  

A talk by Steve Grindlay.  As well as a powerpoint presentation, Steve 
will be bringing items from Lewisham Local History Society’s Museum 
Collection and from his personal collection. Admission £3
London Wildlife Trust - Sydenham Hill Wood Open Day
Sunday 11 September 11am – 4pm 
Join us to celebrate 34 years of nature conservation. Learn about the 
wood, go on wildlife walks and take part in fun activities as you explore. 
The day will run as follows:
Bird walk, 12 – 1pm (meet on the Cox’s Walk footbridge)
Tree walk, 1.30 – 2.30pm (meet on Cox’s Walk footbridge)
Kids’ activities, 1.30 – 3.30pm. These will include pond dipping and a bug 
hunt! (Meet in the main open space along the Green Chain Walk).
A tombola and plentiful supplies of cake will be available from start to 
finish as well as live acoustic folk music. For more information or to join 
our events and newsletter mailing list, please email: dgreenwood@
wildlondon.org.uk or call: 020 7252 9186
Local assemblies
Forest Hill 15 October – venue to be advised
Perry Vale 19 October – venue to be advised
Sydenham 4 October – venue to be advised

Our new season promises to be exciting and… rather surprising. From a 
special event celebrating a cinematic success story of local interest with a 
Q&A with its director, to a spooky Halloween double-bill in October!
September screening

Superbob 
(Jon Drever, UK, 2015, 79mins) + Q&A with Director Jon Drever
When 7:30pm, Thursday 29 September
Where The Grove Centre Church, 2 Jews Walk, Sydenham, SE26 6PL 
(to be confirmed) 
Tickets £5 on the door, FREE to members
Bob, a kind postman from Peckham, is struck by a meteor which gives 
him super powers, but his superhero work goes unappreciated by his 
boss, the British government. 
Produced by Grain Media (based in Forest Hill) this romantic superhero 
comedy has won numerous festival awards and is on its way to interna-
tional distribution, so we are SUPER-excited to welcome its director Jon 
Drever for a post-screening Q&A!

October Halloween special DOUBLE screening!

Ed Wood 
(Tim Burton, USA, 1994, 121mins) + a surprise film
When 7:30pm, Thursday 27 October
Where The Grove Centre Church, 2 Jews Walk, Sydenham, SE26 6PL 
(to be confirmed)
Tickets On the door: £5 for the one film/£7 for the double feature, 
FREE to members
From the creative talent of cinematic storyteller Tim Burton, comes 
the insane but true-life biography of the man deemed as “Hollywood’s 
worst director”- Ed Wood. Johnny Depp takes the title role, supported 
by Martin Landau (who won a Best Supporting Actor Oscar for his 
performance as the ageing Bela Lugosi) Bill Murray and Sarah Jessica 
Parker. It will be followed by the screening of a film from the man himself 
- Mr Ed Wood. 
Are you ready to watch one of the worst films ever made?! 
This is an absolute Halloween treat!  

AUTUMN
SCREENINGS

To find out more please visit our website, Facebook and Instagram pages on:  
www.sydenhamfilmclub.org     www.facebook.com/sydenhamfilmclub     www.instagram.com/sydenhamfilmclub

www.sydenhamfilmclub.org 

A pop-up cinema, every last Thursday of the month.

Every year it costs over £19 million to deliver our 
services, of which approximately £13m must be 
fundraised. The generous support of people like 
you enables us to continue to support patients and 
families living with a terminal illness, free of charge.

Our Will Week 
solicitors

Bromley
Batchelors Solicitors
Charles House
35 Widmore Road
Bromley BR1 1RW
T 020 8768 7069
Quote ‘St Christopher’s 
Will Week – AMT’ 
when calling

Ewings and Co 
Solicitors
148 High Street
London SE20 7EU
T 020 8778 1126

Judge & Priestley LLP
Justin House
6 West Street
Bromley BR1 1JN
T 020 8290 7354

Pritchard Joyce & Hinds
Kelsey House
77 High Street
Beckenham BR3 1AN
T 020 8658 3922

Thomas Dunton 
Solicitors
217/219 High Street
Orpington BR6 0NZ
T 01689 822554

Southwark
Amphlett Lissimore
Greystoke House
80-86 Westow Street
Crystal Palace SE19 3AF
T 020 8768 6465

Glazer Delmar Solicitors
27-31 North Cross Road
East Dulwich  
London SE22 9ET
T 020 8299 0021

We’ve teamed up with local solicitors who will create 
or update your Will free of charge, in return for a 
donation to St Christopher’s Hospice.

Currently 27% of our income is from legacies. So why 
not sort out your affairs, get peace of mind and help 
St Christopher’s at the same time?

During 5-9 September 2016 please contact one of 
our Will Week solicitors, quoting ‘St Christopher’s 
Will Week’, and make an appointment at a mutually 
convenient time for your Will to be drawn up. 

These local law firms are kindly donating their 
services, but request that, instead of paying them a 
fee, you support St Christopher’s with a gift of £150 
for a simple Will or £200 for a pair of simple mirror 
Wills. Any additional legacy you then choose to 
leave to St Christopher’s in your Will would be a 
wonderful bonus!

To find out more, contact Tracy Blackmore on 
020 8768 4573 or at t.blackmore@stchristophers.org.uk 
or visit www.stchristophers.org.uk/willweek

St Christopher’s is registered charity 210667 © St Christopher’s July 2016

5-9 September 2016



A warm welcome to the following new members

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

SYDENHAM SOCIETY
NEWS

www.sydenhamsociety.com
Covering all aspects of local community matters    Member of the London Forum    Member of Civic Voice

Members are reminded that subscriptions for 2016 are now due. Many thanks, Roger Feather, Treasurer, 71 Hall Drive SE26 6XL
Tel: 020 8778 4318 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com

Issuing of membership cards We agreed at last year’s AGM that to lower costs we will only issue membership cards when you pay your 
subscription in cash or if you send us a self addressed envelope. We will also issue you a membership card to support your National Trust free entry 
voucher if you send in an SAE. 

Richard Caulfield
Brendan Cuddihy
Clare Davis 
 & Piers Bromley
Mark Disley

Sarah Douglas
Stephen Finch
Simona Glonci
Miranda Graesser
Rhian Hayes
Jeffrey Jones

Richard Kapustynskyj
Valerie Lawrence
Terry & Mary Matthews
Lydia Menzies
Gabriel Moshenska
Ann O’Riordan

Jadwiga Ostrowska
Grant Parkinson
Sandra Potter
Barbara Renault 
 & Javier Iglesias
Andrew Sach

Finally, after what had been a long, cold, wet summer, the sun 
shone on the afternoon of Tuesday 5 July to bring added warmth 
to the unveiling ceremony of Sydenham’s newest blue plaque at 14 
Westwood Hill, celebrating the life of its former Sydenham resident, 
Sir George Grove, described as a ‘Promoter of Musical Knowledge’. 

In front of a crowd of interested local spectators, 
promptly at 3pm, Jane Glover CBE, the eminent 
conductor and musicologist, as Music Advisor to 
English Heritage introduced the proceedings.  

She explained why Grove, an engineer 
graduating from the Institute of Civil 
Engineers in 1839, was being honoured 
with a rarely awarded blue plaque (one 
of only six in this 150th anniversary blue 
plaque  year) for his services to music 
and, in particular, for his music notes 
which form the basis of the musicians’ 
bible the Dictionary of Music and 
Musicians, the first volume of which 
was published in 1879. 

Since that time the dictionary has 
continually been expanded until there are 
now 29 volumes, containing 29,000 articles 
on 25,000 pages with contributions from 
6000 musicians from 98 countries. 

At £1017.50 the hard copy cost is prohibitive 
and so it is now published online.

Professor Colin Lawson CBE, Director of the prestigious 
Royal College of Music (RCM) then spoke of the importance of George 
Grove to the RCM as someone who, whilst living in Sydenham and 

involved in the day to day running of the Crystal Palace, headed a fund-
raising campaign which led to the opening of the RCM in 1882. Grove 
became its first Director and was knighted in the same year.

Steve Grindlay, Sydenham’s well-known historian, was the final 
speaker. Steve was instrumental in obtaining the blue plaque and 

described the importance of music and the arts to our local 
area following the re-erection of the Crystal Palace on 

Sydenham Hill in 1854, to which Grove was pivotal 
as secretary of the Crystal Palace Company for its 

first 20 years. 

Steve described the area as a veritable 
hotbed of eminent musicians and explained 
that several well known composers such 
as Liszt and Dvorak had spent time 
staying at Westwood House (now the 
site of Sheenewood) nearly opposite 
Grove’s house, whilst coming to hear a 
premiere performance of their works at 
the Crystal Palace. 

Arthur Sullivan (of Gilbert and 
Sullivan fame) lived variously in Sydenham 

Road and Lawrie Park Road and, as a close 
friend, was a frequent visitor to Grove’s 

House.

After the speeches Lewisham’s Mayoress 
Kris Hibbert stepped forward to perform the 

unveiling ceremony revealing the new blue plaque. 

As part of the Sydenham Arts Festival, a free celebratory 
concert of music was given by members of the Hillmore Ensemble 
rounding off a very memorable afternoon.

Blue plaque unveiled  Sir George Grove’s life in Sydenham celebrated

Photographs Lucy Millson-Watkins

Sarah Tabbitt 
 & Graham Putt
Olayinka Thomas
Paul Walker
Jane Wilson


