
the Victorian tiles which decorated the tiled drinking corridor 
of the old building, the greyhounds guarding the main entrance 
and the splendid tiled mural on the rear wall, and original doors 
and windows) the Sydenham Society has applied for an Article 
4 direction to prevent future removal of any of these features 
without planning permission.  

To ensure that the building remains available for community 
use, as it was in its previous existence, we have also applied for an 
asset of community value designation has also been applied for.

The Council has made it very clear to the developer that they 
expect the Greyhound to re-open in the near future as a public 
house for mixed A3/A4 purposes (restaurant/pub), in accordance 
with the 2010 planning permission. 

It is now on the market and Sainsbury’s is currently fitting 
out the rear retail unit as a ‘Local’ supermarket and are 
likely to open by Easter.  The other retail unit is also on 
the market and as we go to press we understand that 
several restaurateurs are showing interest.

Your neighbourhood voice
www.sydenhamsociety.com
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Since 2007 a pall has hung over this prominent and historic part of 
Sydenham. Local residents have had to watch in despair as various 
developers have tried to destroy an important building in the 
centre of a Conservation Area through greed and lack  
of aspiration.

A Greyhound pub has been on this site since 1719.  This 
prominent landmark pub (rebuilt in 1879) and its large car park 
attracted developers of the worst type. Some who wanted to 
demolish the pub and put 70 flats on the site in five blocks (one 
seven storeys high!) and some who tried to illegally demolish the 
pub without gaining planning permission.

It is down to the Sydenham Society, working with local 
councillors that we still have a pub (rebuilt to the 1879 design) on 
the site. We helped ensure that The Greyhound was not allowed 
to die! In fact, like a phoenix, it has risen from the ashes and local 
residents over the past year have been witness to this slow but 
amazing renaissance.

To prevent the future loss of several important features of 
the new building (the slate roof, the re-installation of some of 

The Greyhound

Cobbs Corner regeneration - at last!

After nine long years of development blight there appears to be hope that Cobbs Corner could, finally, become  
a fitting new gateway to Sydenham. The rebuilding of the Greyhound pub has been pivotal to this.
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LOCAL MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
Jim Dowd MP for Lewisham West and Penge
Helen Hayes MP for Dulwich and Upper Norwood
c/o House of Commons London SW1A 0AA

LEWISHAM ASSEMBLY MEMBER
Len Duvall OBE AM
c/o City Hall, The Queen's Walk, London SE1 2AA

LEWISHAM COUNCILLORS
Civic Suite Lewisham Town Hall Catford SE6 4RU
020 8314 6000

Bellingham Ward
Alan Hall    Ami Ibitson    Jacq Paschoud

Forest Hill Ward
Peter Bernards    Maja Hilton    Paul Upex

Perry Vale Ward
John Paschoud    Alan Till    Susan Wise

Sydenham Ward
Chris Best    Liam Curran    Rachel Onikosi

BROMLEY COUNCILLORS
Bromley Civic Centre Stockwell Close BR1 3UH
020 8464 3333

Crystal Palace Ward
Angela Wilkins    Richard Williams

Penge and Cator Ward
Katherine Bance    Kevin Brooks   Peter Fookes

SOUTHWARk COUNCILLORS
Town Hall Peckham Road SE5 8UB
020 7525 5000

College Ward
Jon Hartley    Helen Hayes    Andy Simmons

Community Police Teams
Community Police contact non-emergency numbers for 
Lewisham have all changed to 0300 123 1212

In an emergency dial 999
For non-urgent police matters dial 101

For environmental noise nuisance call:
Lewisham Council   020 8314 6000
Bromley Council     020 8464 3333
Southwark Council  020 7525 5000

YOUR LOCALLY ELECTED OFFICALSSYDENHAM SOCIETY CONTACTS

OTHER CONTACTS

The Sydenham Society is an independent group representing  
the interests of local residents. Sydenham Society News is  
non-partisan, non-political and non-commercial.  

Chair  
Annabel McLaren
chair@sydenhamsociety.com

Treasurer & Membership
Roger Feather
membership@sydenhamsociety.com
020 8778 4318

Newsletter Editor
Pat Trembath
news@sydenhamsociety.com 
020 8659 4903

Newsletter Design & Layout
Jody Howard-McLeish
news@sydenhamsociety.com

Newsletter Copy Editor
Emma Mallinder 

Newsletter Distribution
Pat Trembath
020 8659 4903

Conservation & Planning
Barbara Kern 
conservation@sydenhamsociety.com

Events
Jackie Aldridge
020 8778 5455 
jacquelinealdridge@gmail.com

Roads & Transport
Ilse Towler
iandj.towler@btinternet.com
020 8778 3743

Local History
Steve Grindlay
localhistory@sydenhamsociety.com
020 8699 6398

Contact Address for post
Sydenham Society
35 Bishopsthorpe Road
Sydenham
SE26 4PA

If there is something you would like the society to tell 
everybody, or a local issue you feel strongly about, please send 
your article, maximum 300 words, to the editor. 

Sydenham Society News is read by many local residents, 
old and new, so please spell out all acronyms and explain 
anything that a newcomer might not understand. 

All articles are subject to editing by the Editorial Team.

Email your article to the Editorial Team at:

news@sydenhamsociety.com or send hard copy to
97 Longton Grove SE26 6QQ.

Disclaimer The views expressed in articles are those of named 
contributors and should not be regarded as statements of policy of  
the Sydenham Society.

Keep informed about news and events in SE26 – sign up for 
the Sydenham Society eNewsletter by visiting

www.sydenhamsociety.com 
Send us your email address and you’ll be sent our regular 
eNewsletter packed with local news and information about 
what’s going on in Sydenham and the surrounding area.

ARTICLES PLEASE!

E-NEWSLETTER

The deadline for articles for the next newsletter will be Friday 29 April 2016
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Boundaries project
Ever wondered about the existing London Boroughs 
and how they came about? Take a look at Sydenham on 
Wikipedia.com: “a suburban district of south London in the 
London Boroughs of Lewisham, Bromley and Southwark. 
Sydenham was located in Kent until 1889 when the County 
of London was formed, additionally, in 1965 Sydenham 
became part of the current London Boroughs.” Residents of 
the area will know that this is the tip of the iceberg when it 
comes to describing boundary issues, as many people cross 
through several boroughs on a daily basis.

Invisible Palace in partnership with the Crystal Palace 
Community Development Trust has recently launched 
Boundaries, an exciting new heritage project involving the local 
community in a programme of creative activities and events 
inspired by the 50th anniversary of the creation of the London 
Boroughs.

The project will explore how the creation of the London 
Boroughs has informed the unique heritage of Crystal Palace as 
a point where five London Boroughs meet and bring the area's 
rich heritage to life. The project will create opportunities for 
engaging groups that are often under-represented in heritage 

activities and provide 
numerous opportunities 
for people of all ages to 
volunteer. 

These opportunities 
include: oral history 
and digital recording 
training, heritage research 
and talks, contributing 
memories and experience, 
creative workshops and 
performance and the 
chance to develop ideas 
for a commemorative path 
into Crystal Palace Park marking the site of the Vicar’s Oak.

The project will work across boroughs and is aiming to 
get a wide range of local volunteers involved. Working closely 
with local history libraries and archives, participants will gain a 
deeper insight into the history of the area.

To get involved, email us on info@invisiblepalace.org.uk 
or call 07956 861052.

Photo shows our first visit to the Croydon Museum and 
Archive with older people’s groups based at Kingswood House 
and Community Shop.

The marble sculpture of Guy the 
gorilla in Crystal Palace Park is one 
of more than 40 which were listed 
on 22 January by the Department for 
Culture, Media and Sport.

Historic England say the 1961 work by 
David Wynne has been listed at Grade 
II for the following principal reasons:
•  Artistic interest
A sculpture of high    artistic quality, 
powerfully composed and skilfully 
detailed in Belgian marble and 
representative of the continuity of  
the figurative tradition in the post-war 
period.
•  Historic interest
As a piece commissioned from David 
Wynne by London County Council, a 
significant patron of 20th century public art.
•  Group value
With Crystal Palace Park, designated at Grade II* on the 
Register of Parks and Gardens.

In 1956, the London County Council (LCC) launched a 
Patronage of the Arts scheme, setting aside an annual budget of 
£20,000 for commissioning and acquiring works with the advice 
of the Arts Council. Over the following decade some 50 works 
were sited in housing estates, schools and other public places.

In 1959 the LCC commissioned David Wynne to carve 
a large animal sculpture for a site to be determined at a later 
late. Wynne was at that time preoccupied with studying 

the characteristic 
behaviour and 
movements of animals, 
spending many weeks 
sketching at London 
Zoo. He decided 
that Guy, a western 
lowland gorilla and 
the star attraction at 
London Zoo, would 
make a suitable 
subject.

From his arrival 
in 1947 Guy became 
something of a 
celebrity at London 
Zoo, appearing on 
children’s television 
and natural history 

programmes. In July 1962 the LCC recommended Wynne’s 
piece for the children’s zoo at Crystal Palace. The sculpture 
is made from polished black Belgian fossil marble, standing 
approximately 120cm high on a marble base and roughly-
tooled granite plinth. The title of the work is carved into  
the plinth.

Wynne depicted the gorilla resting powerfully on all fours; 
muscular limbs extending down to flexed knuckles frame a four-
square form. Wynne intended that the sculpture convey  
'all his feelings of awe and terror and love for this mighty beast' 
while being sufficiently robust for children to climb on. 

 ( *Source: Historic England )
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The latest Perry Vale ward assembly met at St. George’s 
Church Vancouver Road on Tuesday evening 2 February.  
As usual the interesting and topical agenda drew in our 
residents, despite the chilly winter weather.

Following the welcome from our outgoing assembly chair, 
Councillor Alan Till, our agenda items included an update on 
community safety from Kevin Hearn, chair of Perry Vale’s 
Safer Neighbourhood Forum and concerns raised covered 
irresponsible parent parking outside our busy schools. 

Information was then provided on the old Brent Knoll School 
site in Mayow Road where Lewisham Council is currently in 
discussion about the use of the site and building for decant during 
the building of another much needed school for the borough.
Although those discussions are well advanced they have yet to be 
finalised and receive the Mayor’s approval and will be published on 
the Lewisham Council website when approved.

I was pleased to provide a progress update on the recent £1,750 
assembly funding awarded to Forest School for their Young 
Citizen Programme project. 

The remit of which was to identify projects that engage young 
people as active citizens in their local community and which 
address local issues or priorities. 

As I sat on the judging panel to choose the best, it was  
difficult to decide as all the pitched projects were very exciting 
and well presented.However, the following three projects were 
awarded funding:

As Chair of Sydenham Town Centre Steering Group and 
SEE3 I have been working with the community to develop 
the quality of the retail offer. We have now reached a point 
where we have few long term empty retail units. With the 
marketing of The Orb (A1/A3) and The Greyhound (A3/A4) 
we are anticipating the arrival of new businesses to enhance 
the evening economy.

The High Street Happenings programme will continue this 
year starting with the much loved Easter Egg trail. 

On Easter Saturday, 26 March, we are inviting children 
under 10 to make an Easter bonnet at Here For Good 
between 12 noon and 2pm. 

We will then gather outside to start the parade along the 
high street with our very own Easter bunnies. The traders 
supporting the event will be handing out mini Easter eggs to 
children wearing Easter bonnets. The event will finish at 3pm 
so don’t be late! We are hoping that more traders will dress 
their shop windows for spring.  

We are looking forward to the return of our favourite 
market traders on Saturday 11 April. The open market season 
will run from April to December on the second Saturday of 
the month from 11am to 5pm. Lewisham Council Markets 
Team are booking the pitches so get in early. 

It costs £35 if you want one of the SEE3 stalls set up to 

trade, or just £25 for a pitch to bring your own stall. 
We are looking forward to the hot street food as well as some 
tasty cakes. The artisan offer last year included some gorgeous 
jewellery from Jayne who lives locally as well as hand-made 
cards and a host of craft products.    

SEE3 are again collaborating with Sydenham Arts to 
provide the entertainment for market day. Last year we had a 
range of performers starting in April with Red Hot and Blue 
performing traditional jazz and returning with a set at Christmas 
in The Sydenham Centre. Visitors to the market were also 
delighted by the marching band, Les Zoings who were a 
crowd pleaser along with dancing, drumming and  
Superhero Saturday.  

Of course it helps when the sun is shining but whatever 
the weather if you have some time to volunteer we are looking 
for more people to be part of the making the high street a 
vibrant place. SEE3 needs help with social media as well as 
developing initiatives for the coming year and working to 
support upcoming events.  

Please contact me if you would like to volunteer. 

Chris Best
Councillor for Sydenham Ward and Chair of the Sydenham Town 
Centre Steering Group and SEE3 
Telephone 020 8659 6445      twitter@chisbestuk
cllr_chris.best@lewisham.gov.uk   

So many reasons to visit Sydenham high street

Perry Vale Ward Assembly update
•   Winner -Project Intergenerational proposed a bake off where 
      young and older people pair up to share skills and compete 
      with each other, with the creation of a legacy recipe book for
      locals to access.

•   Second - Green Autumn Café proposed a portable gazebo 
      café that encourages recycling and provides visitors who 
      recycle with discounts on food. 

•   Third -YC Counselling proposed establishing a youth club 
      providing services to support mental health issues in teens 
      and to provide important social support. 

Green spaces are an important issue for our residents and an 
update on proposals for the tennis courts in Perry Vale’s much 
loved Mayow Park was received from Lewisham Council. The 
planned improvements will develop from a 15-year agreement 
with the Lawn Tennis Association for their outreach work, 
which covers another four of Lewisham’s parks. An interesting 
presentation on Lewisham Lates from Sophie Austin, artistic 
director for Teatro Vivo gave an insight into some wonderful 
events planned for 2016. 

Last year, following my idea of an open air assembly, Lark in the 
Park was successfully launched in Mayow Park.  This year, planning 
for a bigger and better event for 18 June 2016 is underway. Let’s 
hope the weather is as good as last year!

Susan Wise
Councillor for Perry Vale Ward
cllr_susan.wise@lewisham.gov.uk  
Telephone 020 8699 6520
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On Tuesday 25 January the Royal Mail announced that the Post Office in Sydenham Road would 
be franchised to a private company along with 38 other branches throughout the country. 
Previous closures have meant that post offices have moved into other retailers’ stores as 
happened in Forest Hill where the post office is now in the WH Smith store. 

Sydenham’s post office still has a 10-year lease left to run.

The latest news from the Post Office is that they will be advertising the opportunity for a 
potential franchise partner to apply to take on the branch. In the event of a suitable partner 
being found, any changes to Sydenham post office would be subject to a public consultation.

Crown Post Office in Sydenham Road to be franchised

Lewisham Council is 
conducting a consultation 
process to agree significant 
improvements to 
Dartmouth Road between 
the junction with the A205 
and Thorpewood Avenue. 

In May 2015 the council produced outline proposals for 
consultation, inviting comments from the wider community. They 
have since developed the design to reflect the comments received. 
A further public consultation process which ended in mid-January 
will help finalise the design.

The main objectives are to
•   Support the introduction of a borough-wide 20mph  
      speed limit, reducing vehicle speeds and improving 
      safety at junctions. 
•   Control parking and loading outside designated bays  
      with double yellow lines. 
•   Help the local economy by improving the overall  
      appearance and accessibility of the street through  

      upgraded paving and street trees. 
•   Make the street more pedestrian friendly 
      and encourage sustainable travel modes. 
The main proposals are to
•   Narrow the carriageway width and improve and  
      widen the footways with high quality materials to reduce  
      the appearance of vehicular dominance. 
•   Raise the carriageway to reduce the kerb height over the  
      entire street. This improves safety by reducing vehicle  
      speeds and provides a better facility for pedestrians to cross. 
•   Introduce a number of short-term parking and loading  
      spaces in designated bays outside the shops. 
•   Enhance key spaces outside the Sylvan Post, Herron House  
      and Kingswear House subject to permission of the  
      freeholders. Upgrade all other paving areas. 
•   Plant more street trees where possible.
The project is funded by Transport for London through the 
Lewisham’s Local Implementation Plan Programme, which 
aims to develop ambitious plans to set a high standard for the 
streetscape in key places across the borough. 

Proposed Dartmouth Road improvements

Sydenham Community Library
We celebrated Christmas with a pantomime by  
the Simply Smiley Theatre Company, who attracted  
249 attendees to boo, cheer and clap the Pirate’s 
Christmas Adventure. 

Santa and his reindeer joined us to sing carols round the 
Christmas tree on the piazza which was sponsored by local 
firms: Lee of Mann’s Countrywide, Clarke’s Coaches, Co-
operative  Funeral Care, Woodfall Opticians, also by Terry 
of NatWest, Pat Trembath, and John Towler. 

Thanks to them, our lights, and decorations (thanks to 
Jean Beckford) brightened the piazza and library into the New 
Year. Before the Pantomime, the Library hosted the Sydenham 
Assembly. We were awarded funding for the Tuesday 
toddlers’ rhyme time, to start an adults’ craft group and to 
upgrade the electricity supply to the café which currently sells 
drinks, toasted sandwiches and cakes. Our new boiler has just 
been installed, so we are enjoying the warmth and hope to 
enjoy lower fuel bills too. All this added up to some very nice 
Christmas presents for library users!

The Friends of Sydenham Community Library are 
holding a fundraising dinner at the Lemon Tree on Wednesday 
23 March, to provide improvements. Please contact the library 
for tickets at £20 each. 

The Friends’ AGM is on 9 February, 6.45pm 
at the library and all are welcome. 

In April we will have a string quartet on Tuesday 12 and a 
clean-up day on Sunday 24. Please do come and join us. For 
more information, check our Facebook page, or call 020 8778 
1753. We are always looking for offers to run more activities.

Activities in the library
Mondays  Free English lessons for speakers of other languages, 
with 1:1 tuition 10am-3pm. Please call ahead. 
Tuesdays  Rhyme Time with Liv 10.30 -11am. 
50p admin charge
Thursdays  Little folks rhyme time with Cat, 
11.45am – 12.15pm. £2.50 for toddlers, £1.50 for babies. 
Saturdays  Knitting group 10am -12pm, 
welcomes new members.  
Coding club, for children over eight to learn computer 
programming.  Enrol for this through the Code Club website, 
at www.codeclub.org.uk
Second and last Mondays of the month
Hearing aid help 10am - 12.30pm
First Tuesday of the month  Book group 6-7pm
Second Tuesday of the month  Adults’ creative writing group 
6-7pm, run by author Catherine Sampson
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SYDENHAM SOCIETY
REVIEW OF THE YEAR

A LOOK BACK OVER 2015

Sydenham Society Chair Annabel McLaren looks back on a year 
in Sydenham during which there has been progress on many 
longstanding projects - chiefly the rebuilding of the much-loved 
Greyhound public house

Now that the rebuild of the Greyhound is almost complete, 
I’m sure that the question everyone who cares about Sydenham is 
asking is - who is going to take over? 

As we go to press I can report that Society members have 
taken every possible step to ensure the building (which is currently 
being marketed for sale/let) continues its life as a pub. 

We have applied  for the Greyhound to be designated by 
Lewisham Council as an Asset of Community Value (ACV) has 
been submitted, together with a request that the council put in 
place an Article 4 designation. 

This is a legal measure which would protect the building’s 
unique features including the beautiful mural on the rear elevation, 
the Victorian tiles, the new stone greyhounds, the timber windows 
and original wooden doors and even the slate tiles on the roof! 

We await with baited breath for the outcome of these  
two initiatives and will communicate the Council’s response as 
soon as we can.

Meanwhile I’m delighted to report that other pubs and 
restaurants in Sydenham Road are flourishing, weathering any 
economic downturn and providing a great setting for members 
to socialise, meet friends, enjoy events and take part in all that the 
area has to offer. 

Our other Victorian pub, the Golden Lion, has benefited from 
an attractive makeover and, after a joint request by the Sydenham 
Society and CAMRA, was designated as an ACV in August. 
Its function room continues to be busy, hosting the monthly 

screenings of the Sydenham Film Club (which 
goes from strength to strength!) and providing a venue for 
meetings of residents’ associations, neighbourly get togethers and 
social events. 

Winning the Portas Pilot grant back in 2012 kick-started the 
twin approach of establishing pop-up shops and markets in an 
effort to revitalise our local shopping streets. Three years later 
I’m delighted to report that, with the exception of 5 Kent House 
Road, all the Sydenham premises designated as pop-ups are now 
home to lively new businesses including 167 Sydenham Road, 
formerly a branch of the E Coomes bookmaking chain. Beer 
Rebellion (owned by the Penge-based Late Knights brewery) took 
up residence in October, for an initial three month period. Their 
experience has been so positive that they have now signed a ten-
year lease. Following in their footsteps, a specialist wine shop is 
shortly to open at 4 Station Approach.

The monthly market has been a great initiative for local and 
aspiring traders, and it has provided the Society with a regular 
space to “set out our stall”, meet members old and new, recruit 
new residents and generally extol the virtues of Sydenham! 

Our continued membership of Civic Voice (the national 
organisation representing civic and amenity societies) means that 
we can offer members National Trust (NT) vouchers for a visit to 
an NT property, which is a great perk! 

We also belong to the London Forum and regularly attend 
their meetings in Clerkenwell. Both Civic Voice and the London 
Forum scrutinise the work of the Government, the GLA and 
local authorities and respond on our behalf to a host of national 
consultations on housing, planning and the built environment. 
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The arrival of the Overground in 2010 fuelled a leap in house 
prices and land values locally, particularly in and around 
Sydenham Station. 

The core shopping area of Sydenham Road, including Cobbs 
Corner, was designated a conservation area in 2007; schemes 
intended for the conservation area are therefore subject to a high 
level of scrutiny. 

This attention to detail and architectural flair is exemplified in 
the Orb Apartments which were completed in the summer and 
are now fully occupied. We visited the finished flats in the autumn 
and were impressed by the deft way in which the architects had 
managed to tuck such a beautiful building into a tricky site alongside 
the railway line. When planning consent was granted back in 
2005 there were doubts that the block would actually be built 
as it was regarded as being too expensive to construct, but over 
time that issue was resolved and Sydenham is now graced with an 
innovative landmark building which has given a significant uplift to 
the gateway to Sydenham.

A key site on which work should start soon is 22a-24 
Sydenham Road (formerly occupied by Nickells Blinds) where 
a scheme for 19 residential units will complete the terrace. This 
attractive development is in the form of two blocks with an internal 
courtyard and a large retail unit at ground level. Again this scheme 
was looked at in great detail by committee members, with the 

architects responding positively to our comments. 

During the last couple of years many estates have been 
regenerated and some rebuilt, partly to increase the availability 
of homes and also to bring them up to 21st century standards. 
The rebuild of St Clement’s Heights on Sydenham Hill is now 
underway and, when finished, it will provide 46 new residential 
units consisting of 26 two- and three-bedroom apartments and 
20 four-bedroom townhouses. There will also be 50 one- and 
two-bedroom almshouse apartments rebuilt on behalf of the St 
Clement Dane’s charity for the housing of elderly people. This 
scheme is due for completion in spring 2017.

As we go to press a planning application on behalf of the 
Abbeyfield charity has been submitted to Lewisham Council. The 
charity is proposing to redevelop its existing older persons care 
home at Highfield and Hill House, 28 Sydenham Hill, to provide 
40 extra care residential units made up of one- and two-bedroom 
flats. Highfield House, the mid Victorian villa to the front (which is 
locally listed) will be refurbished and retained and will provide the 
main entrance to the scheme. 

Committee members who attended last summer’s 
consultation session were particularly pleased that Abbeyfield 
intends to retain and refurbish the Victorian villa as this will 
significantly enhance the streetscape in this part of Sydenham Hill.

CONSERVATION & PLANNING

ROADS & TRANSPORT

Is that a light at the end of the tunnel or just another train 
heading towards us? 

Sometimes it’s difficult to work out when it comes to our local 
train services, especially when trains to and from Charing Cross 
are on hold. But there is some very good news to report, even if 
things aren’t going to happen overnight. 

In August, trains will start running again between London 
Bridge and Charing Cross but we’ll have to wait until January 2018 
to board Thameslink trains at London Bridge and until spring 2018 
for London Bridge station to be fully operational. 

Two more trains per hour be added to the Overground in 
early 2018 running to and from Crystal Palace giving us 10 trains 
per hour in each direction. It’s also great news to hear that the 

long anticipated work on the extension to the Bakerloo Line is 
planned to start in 2024. This will give us easy journeys to central 
London hotspots such as Oxford Circus, Piccadilly Circus and 
Paddington. For locals, the line will be accessed via an interchange 
at New Cross Gate. However, it’s very disappointing that this first 
phase will terminate at Lewisham leaving an extension to Hayes via 
Catford and Lower Sydenham for a future date. 

On the buses, the Society is very keen to see a shelter 
provided at the Newlands Park stop outside Boots in Sydenham 
Road and we have been badgering Transport for London to build 
one. We are also trying to ensure easier and more direct access to 
Westwood Hill via the high street. At the moment buses are too 
intermittent and are split between stops on Westwood Hill and 
Sydenham Road.

EVENTS

In the course of the year the Events committee has 
organised some fascinating outings. 

These have included a trip to the Museum of the Mind at the 
Bethlem Royal Hospital, Beckenham, to see the inspiring collection 
of art created by patients over the centuries and an exhibition of 
photographs of Bromley during the First World War. 

We have also visited the Geffrye Museum in Bethnal Green, 
the Fan Museum at Greenwich and the costume and scenery 
workshops of the Royal Opera House at Thurrock. 

We had a bracing visit to Brighton and the Devil's Dyke back in 
August  and were much fortified by fish and chips at lunchtime! 
Club 26 is currently taking a break, but a highlight of the year was 
an evening of traditional Turkish food hosted by Yasmine and Chris 
at Sugahill, Kirkdale. 

Our quarterly quiz nights have been very successful and the next 
one is scheduled for Tuesday 8 March (International Women's Day) 
at the Golden Lion. Please try and come along as the quiz is both 
great fun and a fundraising event for a local charity.
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SYDENHAM SOCIETY
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Sydenham Society’s 43nd Annual General Meeting 
will take place on Tuesday 12 April 2016 at 7.45 pm at the 
Golden Lion, 116 Sydenham Road. All members areinvited 
to attend and to join the Executive Committee for a drink 
and get-together after the formal meeting.

Agenda

1.   To receive the 2015 Accounts and Auditor’s Report

2.   To elect Officers and Members 
      of the Executive Committee

3.   To appoint an Auditor

4.   Any other business

Election of Officers and  
Members of the Executive Committee

You can nominate any member for election as an officer or 
member of the Executive Committee. Nominations must be 
seconded and have the nominee’s consent. You can  email 
them to: annabelmclaren@myriadbooks.co.uk or post them 
to Annabel McLaren, 35 Bishopsthorpe Road, London SE26 
4PA, to arrive 7 days in advance of the AGM.

The Society’s Constitution allows for up to 12 members, plus 
officers. In 2015 there were 8 Executive Committee meetings. 
Attendance was as follows:

Annabel McLaren 8/8  Jackie Aldridge 6/8

Janice Brooklyn 7/8 Roger Feather 5/8

Angela Hall 7/8  Barbara Kern 7/8 

Barry Milton 7/8  Ilse Towler 8/8 

Gloria Watson 8/8

The Society has three sub committees  
which in 2015 were chaired by:

Barbara Kern Conservation and Planning 

Ilse Towler Roads and Transport 

Jackie Aldridge Events 

We, the Executive Committee would like to put on record 
our warmest appreciation for help over the past year from 
the sub-committee chairs and their members: John Clark, 
Stephanie Burne, Steve Grindlay, Sue Grindlay, Angela Hall, 
John Hutchinson, Lesley Kennedy, Paul Kennedy, Rosemary 
Linnell, Mary McKernan, Barry Milton, Patrick Moulik, John 
Towler and Pat Trembath. 

We would also like to thank our hardworking Treasurer and 
Membership Secretary, Roger Feather and our eNewsletter 
editor/website manager Barry Milton.

We would particularly like to thank Julia East for all her hard 
work on the design and layout of Sydenham Society News 
from Autumn 2007 to Summer 2015. Despite moving north 
of the river, Julia’s commitment to all things Sydenham was 
unstoppable and she continued as newsletter designer until last 
summer. Thank you Julia! 

In the summer edition of the newsletter we advertised for a 
designer and Jody McLeish stepped forward to fill the role. We 
would like to thank Jody, Pat Trembath and Emma Mallinder 
for all their work on the editing, design and production of the 
Newsletter. 

Last but not least, we would like to record our tremendous 
thanks to Pat Trembath and her army of distributors for their 
great effort in pounding the streets of Sydenham and Forest Hill 
delivering the Newsletter. 

 SPACE FOR PIC TBC
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 2014        2015  
£         £ 
   Income       
                4160  Subscriptions     4750.00  
 386  Donations        435.85  
  -16  Proceeds of events (net)               -  
4583   53  Interest on National Savings and Bank Accounts      53.38  5239.23  
        
   Expenditure       
                2937  Printing and stationery     2843.78  
 495  Postage and telephone       359.05  
   35  Library leaflets                -  
 568  Subscriptions including Civic Voice      568.00  
   40  St Bart's floodlighting         40.00  
 140  Insurance        140.00  
 240  Equipment and website       240.00  
 250  Sydenham Arts Festival       250.00  
 420  Windmill legal advice (net)                -  
      -  In memory of Gwyn Maysey        50.00  
5332 207  AGM          25.00  4515.83
          
-749   Excess of income over expenditure       723.40
          
   Balance sheet as at 31 December 2015       
 
          
                7118  National Savings Investment Account   7171.22  
8125        1007  Cash at bank     1675.00  8846.22
          
 350  Less       
350   Subscriptions in advance      348.00    348.00
7775           8498.22
          
   Accumulated fund 31 December 2014   7774.82  
   Excess of income over expenditure      723.40  
          
   Balance 31 December 2015    8498.22

SYDENHAM SOCIETY
ACCOUNTS

Income and Expenditure Account 
for the year ended 31st December 2015

H R Feather - Hon Treasurer          
I have examined the above Income and Expenditure Account and Balance Sheet with the books and records of the Society, and have obtained all the 
information I require. In my opinion these financial statements give a true and fair view of the financial affairs of the Society as at 31 December 2015 
and of the income and expenditure for the year then ended.
K Davenport - Hon Auditor                        Date: 10 February 2016 
  

PUB 
LIFE
around 
Sydenham

Beer Rebellion update
The last issue featured an article on Beer Rebellion, the new real ale and craft beer venue 
at 167 Sydenham Road, run by Late Knights, the Penge brewery. 
Originally it was intended to be a pop-up bar, testing the water for three months. 
However, I am pleased to report the excellent news that they have signed a 10-year lease 
and have become a permanent feature on the high street.
Beer quality has been consistently superb in here, with a constantly changing range of 
beers from Late Knights and other local micro-breweries. Their regular session beer,  
Crack of Dawn, is especially good. 
Food is usually available (at weekends only) but the type of food varies, as different food 
suppliers rent a place in the kitchen each weekend. Depending on which weekend you 
visit, it could be sausage rolls, chicken wings, faggots and vegetables…  
or who knows what?

If you haven’t paid a visit yet, I’d recommend that you give it a try. 
Neil Pettigrew   South-east London CAMRA Pub Protection Officer 
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South London Community Music (SLCM) may well be a 
unique umbrella music charity. Based in Camberwell SE5, 
it was created in 1995 by its founder and music director, 
Bob Bridges. It is dedicated to fostering concert band and 
jazz big band music, plus choral singing in a welcoming, 
supportive and inclusive community atmosphere.

Enthusiastic, talented people of all backgrounds and all ages 
make up and manage the charity’s board and ensembles. The 
organisation is still run entirely by volunteers from within the 
membership (of over 180), which is the best possible indicator 
of the commitment and dedication of its members.

Our ethos

Our approach to music making is to strive for the best 
performance standards while having fun and developing 
friendships. We have an open door policy and there are no 
auditions or any other restrictions to joining our groups, yet we 
achieve high standards of performance.

The ensembles attract and retain people with a remarkable 
range of skills and talents, in part because we focus on a strong 
social scene as well as rehearsing and performing, plus we 
keep subscriptions low. Members volunteer to help not only 
their group but also the individuals within it, with the more 
experienced musicians helping others to improve. All this 
creates a close-knit, family-like ambiance.

We have no performing centre, instead the groups seek 
out events where they can engage with communities and 
charities. These might include performing on bandstands, at 
local festivals and fairs, occasionally abroad, as well as at high 
profile events and venues.

Music Director – Bob Bridges

Bob was raised in Hawaii and 
California and was a child prodigy, 
conducting at the Edinburgh 
International Festival when still in his 
teens. He decided on a career change 
in his 20s and entered the world of 
finance, while also focusing on community 
music, avocationally. Bob was granted dual citizenship a few 
years ago.

In 2014 Bob was a co-recipient of the Lady Hilary Groves 
Prize, in recognition of his outstanding contribution to music in 
the community.

South London Community Music - the future

All three groups are conducted by Bob Bridges. He and the 
three committees keep coming up with stimulating, challenging 
new plans. We offer plenty of options for instrumentalists and 
singers, and we have room for more, so we hope this article 
may inspire you to come along!

Find out more about the SLCM Ensembles  
from their websites:

South London Symphonic Winds     www.slsw.org.uk

South London Jazz Orchestra     www.sljo.org.uk

London Sings!       www.londonsings.org.uk

And take a look at Facebook and Twitter!

South London Community Music     www.slcm.org.uk

A postscript to last issues Dietrich Bonhoeffer article

Here is a picture taken from the front drive of 62 Dacres Road  
(presumably requisitioned for use by the London County Council  
Wartime Ambulance Service, Lewisham Branch) after the incendiary  
attack damage c.1941.  
The German church is in the background - note the shattered roof  
with its timbers exposed.

South London Community Music now in its 21st year
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St Christopher’s was delighted to welcome Her Royal Highness Princess 
Alexandra to the hospice on Thursday 10 December. The Princess, who is 
Patron of the hospice, has visited every year at Christmas since 1982.

Morgan Jones - Chairman of St Christopher’s Board, joint Chief Executives 
Heather Richardson and Shaun O’Leary and other members of the hospice 
senior management team greeted Princess Alexandra. Anne Nash - matron of the 
inpatient unit, then took the Princess on a tour of the wards to meet patients and 
their families. She then joined 100 invited hospice supporters, friends and patients in the Anniversary Centre for tea and cake.
Photograph - Robert Doherty. (Left to right): Heather Richardson and, Shaun O’Leary, joint Chief Executives, Morgan Jones, Chairman of the Board, and 
Philippa Kelham, Fundraising Campaign Director.  Princess Alexandra is seated in the photograph, signing the Visitors’ Book.

Sydenham 
Croquet 

Club
Our 2016 summer season 
opens on Saturday 2 April.

New members are welcome, so 
come and enjoy playing croquet 

in a secluded tranquil setting 
where you can relax and enjoy 

the social company of other 
members. 

Contact us by email  
info@sltcc 
or telephone  

07900 068 941 
for a  

free introductory session. 

We are offering a 10% 
discount if you join  

before 30 April 2016.

This is Crofton Lodge or  
88 Venner Road.  
Built in about 1878, it 
was the first house to be 
constructed on the estate  
of Newlands, a large 
house on Sydenham Road. 
Crofton Lodge is locally 

listed with many interesting features and has been 
sensitively restored by the present owner.

Owing to lack of space in this newsletter a full history of 
the house will be published in the next newsletter.

Picture Quiz No. 8
Where is  this?

Answer to Picture Quiz No 7WORD
SEARCH

How many words of four or 
more letters can you make 

from the word 'SYDENHAM’? 

25 Average  35 Good  50 
Excellent 

Answers in the next edition

HRH Princess Alexandra visits  
St Christopher’s Hospice 

Prince's Trust
Here to 
Support 

YOU
Many of the young people we help 
are in or leaving care, facing issues 
such as homelessness or mental health 
problems, or have been in trouble 
with the law.
Our free programmes give young 
people the practical and financial support 
they need to stabilise their lives. We help 
them develop key skills whilst boosting 
their confidence and motivation.
As the UK’s leading charity for young 
people, we listen to their issues and 

concerns in order to provide the best 
possible support. 
We maintain a non-judgmental attitude 
towards all young people that come to 
us for support, ensuring every young 
person realizes they don’t need to be 
labeled by their past and can have a  
great future.
We have a variety of programmes that 
could help you get into employment, 
further education, set up a business and 
help you to grow in confidence.

We believe that every young person should have the chance to succeed.
For more information, please contact: Call/Text 07425 632 032

Email Zoe.thomas@princes-trust.org.uk
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If you’re a keen shopper, you may already have experienced 
the delightful new retail event that started popping up on our 
high street last year. 

The Sydenham Pop-Up Shop first appeared in June, opening 
on a typical British summer’s day: “it was cold, wet and very 
windy,” says founder Kay Bromley, “thankfully we’re based inside 
so the weather didn’t bother us too much”.

The Sydenham Pop-Up Shop does just what its name suggests 
- it pops up at community space Here for Good, on the second 
Saturday of every month with an eclectic mix of products either 
made or sourced, by independent businesses and artisans.

Kay says the aim was to create something that would 
showcase the fantastic wealth of talent in south east London and 
give the good people of Sydenham somewhere to buy lovely 
things all in one place. She explains: “We try to keep things fresh 
by having themes - fashion & home, arts & crafts, mums & kids - 
which means that no two sales are ever the same, there’s always 
something new.

There are so many micro-businesses producing all sorts 
of wonderful products, often in their garden sheds or back 

bedrooms, but they need 
good places to sell their 
work. Online sales are 
vital, but there’s nothing 
like meeting customers 
face to face. Ultimately, it’s 
all about people - traders 
and customers alike.”

The pop-up returns 
after its winter break on 
12 March with its first 
fashion & home event of 
2016.  “We have some great makers lined up including a milliner 
who creates vintage-style hats and fascinators and a company who 
upcycle small items of furniture.  We have also given Here for 
Good a lick of paint and installed a picture rail which means we can 
display more stock and give customers more choice. 

“Last year was fantastic,” says Kay. “It was lovely to have so 
much support from the local community and to join in with events 
such as Superhero Saturday. We hope to have as much fun and 
welcome even more new customers this year.” 

www.thesydenhampopupshop.co.uk 

Sydenham Pop-Up Shop

Station Approach flowerbed
After several months of discussion the unloved, 

overgrown flowerbed at the top of Station Approach  
was cleared by Glendale in December. 

They have now handed over responsibility of the 
flowerbed to the owner of Cobblers in Station 

Approach, Emini, who has offered to look after it, 
keep it free from litter and restock as necessary.

Unfortunately the clearance of the overgrown flowerbed 
has resulted in uncovering damage to the brickwork which 

separates Sydenham Road from the drop down into 
Station Approach. The cause of the damage is obvious - 

roots from buddleia have grown into the wall.  
These bushes have been cut back, but left untreated  

will continue to grow. 
The only way to deal with the problem is to treat  

the roots with Round Up or similar glyphosate product 
and only a professional trained in its use should  

carry out the work. 
We have made a request for treatment during  

the slow growing season. 
Only then can consideration be given to repairing  

the damage to the brickwork.

New access for Dacres Wood
In 2016 we are hoping to see big improvements in access 
to our nature reserve, catalysed by winning the backing of 

the Perry Vale local assembly last October for a new bridge/
walk way to cross the pond. We also have reason to believe 
that in 2016 the as yet unadopted Honeyfield Mews, which 
leads to the Field Study centre, will be properly surfaced and 

permanent signage for the reserve installed as well.  
As of now, it’s very easy to miss!

With any nature reserve we need to strike a balance between 
public access and avoiding disturbance, but we hope eventually 

to create a well signed accessible route from the entrance in 
Dacres Road to the dipping platform, crossing the pond using 
the new walkway. It will also require work on some steps and 
paths, while leaving most of the paths as they are - a bit muddy 
in wet weather, and requiring sensible footwear - but giving a 
sense of the natural world to visitors, particularly for children 

from several groups who visit every week.
The adoption of Honeyfield Mews will also raise awareness 

and use of the field studies centre, which can already be hired 
for children’s parties, and as a meeting venue.

As a friends’ group, we are currently planning activities for 
2016, which will include opening the reserve for visitors on 
the last Saturday afternoon from March to October and also 

looking to bring in more volunteers to help with the necessary 
publicity, maintenance and conservation work.

From the Friends of Dacres Wood

A N N U A L  S U B S C R I P T I O N S  N O W  D U E    
A reminder that if you don’t pay your subscriptions by standing order, 
your 2016 subscription was due for payment on 5 January. 
Each year our Treasurer, Roger Feather, spends a lot of time and effort 

chasing members for outstanding subscriptions.   
Please pay promptly or, better still, complete the form inside the back 
cover of this newsletter and pay your dues by standing order, saving 
yourself and Roger time and energy. Thank you
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Dulwich Picture Gallery, 5 February to 15 May 2016

Dulwich Picture Gallery presents the first UK exhibition 
of paintings and prints by Nikolai Astrup (1880-1928), one of 
Norway’s finest twentieth-century artists. Along with Edvard 
Munch, Astrup expanded the artistic possibilities of woodcuts to 
capture the lush, wild landscapes and traditional way of life of his 
home in western Norway, powerfully capturing the myths and 
folklore of the country.

Arranged thematically, the show highlights the artist’s radically 
innovative approach to landscape painting and printmaking in a 
focused display of over 120 oil paintings, woodcuts and archive 
material - many on public display for the first time. 

The parsonage where he grew up and his beautiful  
farmstead at Sandalstrand (now known as Astruptunet), along with 
the lake (Jølstravatnet) that lay between them and the mountains 
surrounding them, inspired a unique and extraordinary  
body of work.

Painting Norway 
by Nikola Astrup  

United Sound of Sydenham is a monthly vinyl-only 
music night at The Bricklayers Arms in Sydenham. 
It began its journey back in January 2015 as Vinyl 
Stormwarning, with resident DJ Oscar Romp. 

Then in July 2015, as part of the Sydenham Arts Festival, 
Vinyl Stormwarning joined forces with another local 
DJ collective - The Funk Committee - to stage a one-
off event 'United Sound of Sydenham'.  
We liked the name so much that we decided to use it 
from that day forward.

South London has a great musical heritage with an 
enduring passion for SKA, Reggae, Soul and Funk. Going 
back to the 60s and 70s, Black American and Jamaican 
music was played at venues such as The Glenlyn in 
Forest Hill or The Fellowship in Bellingham and we 
like to think we’re carrying on that tradition at The 
Bricklayers Arms.

The regular monthly night attracts a cross section of  
the Sydenham community and beyond, with a mixed 
age group united by the love of the music being 
played. As well as resident DJs Oscar Romp and Giles 
Frampton, the evening often has guest DJs and we 
actively encourage local collectors and DJs to come 
along and get a feel for the night with a view to  
guesting in the future.

January 2016 was our 12-month anniversary and in that 
time we have put on a night as part of the Sydenham 
Arts Festival, raised money for St Christopher's 
Hospice and donated to kelvin Grove Primary 
School. We’ve had many guest DJs join us over the 
past year and it has been great to receive such positive 
feedback about both the venue and the fun-loving 
crowd we attract each month.

We’re proud of our night and if you haven't been 
before, please come and check us out.

UNITED SOUND OF SYDENHAM
The Bricklayers Arms, 189 Dartmouth Road, 
Sydenham, SE26 4QY.  
Penultimate Friday of every month  FREE ENTRY
www.facebook.com/stormwarningbrick

UN
ITE

D S
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 OF SYDENHAM
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This spring, our local screenings will bring you some 
stunning and thought-provoking films from different 
continents, whilst a music-themed collaboration with 
Sydenham Arts will leave you enchanted!    

March screening
Rabbit-Proof Fence 
(Phillip Noyce, Australia 2002, 94mins) 

When: 7:30pm, Thursday 31 March 
Where: Golden Lion Pub, 116 Sydenham Road 
Tickets: £5 on the door, FREE to members
This is a visually mesmerising and thematically shocking 
and moving film, with an atmospheric soundtrack by Peter 
Gabriel. It tackles the true story of three aboriginal girls 
who escape their plight of being illegally sent off as domestic 
workers and walk along the 1,500 mile long rabbit-proof 
fence adjacent to Jigalong in order to find their way home. 
An absolute must-see.

April Music-themed screening

Sydenham Arts special - to be confirmed
When: 7:30pm, Thursday 14 April
We are still working on the film title and venue info, so save 

the date and keep your eyes peeled for updates closer  
to the time!

April screening

West of Memphis 
(Amy Berg, US 2012, 147 mins)

When: 7:30pm, Thursday 28 April
Where: Golden Lion Pub, 116 Sydenham Road
Tickets: £5 on the door, FREE to members
The little-known (outside the US) story of three men 
convicted for the brutal murder of three boys in 1993, 
which led to a lengthy and high-profile campaign for the  
release of those who came to be known as  
“The Memphis Three”. 
Director Amy Berg turns the tables in an intriguing way, 
guiding us towards all sides of the story in this compelling 
documentary which is bound to raise quite a few discussions 
about the true meaning of truth and justice. 

To visit our website and Facebook page, please visit: 
www.sydenhamfilmclub.org 

www.facebook.com/sydenhamfilmclub

SPRING
SCREENINGS

Would you like to play outdoor lawn bowls this summer? 
We are looking for both new bowlers and those with 

previous experience to join us this season.
Bowls is a game for men and women of all ages and sporting 
abilities. Participation promotes good health and offers the 

opportunity to make new friends. 
Coaching (by qualified coaches) and support can be  

provided for those wanting to start learning the game.
From mid April until the end of September, Forest Hill 

Bowling Club will hold club evenings on Tuesdays and Fridays 
from 5pm. League matches against other clubs are held on 
Wednesday afternoons and Thursday evenings, with friendly 

matches held on Saturday and Sunday afternoons. 
Come along to the green and club house in  

Wynell Road, Forest Hill, off of Mayow Road.
For more information call 020 8699 2096 
or email peterharris1955@hotmail.com
Further details will be on our new website  

which will be launched in March 2016. Sponsored by Sydenham Arts Registered Charity number. 1161590

Sunday 28th February 
2016 at 3pm
An art exhibition and open conversation 
with founder of Spectrum Ensemble 
London Fiona Bryan, including music 
from Fiona and the Spectrum Octet 
Offering an insight into her music 
inspired paintings and new 
arrangements for wind ensemble.

Venue

The Sydenham Centre 
44a Sydenham Road 
London 
SE26 5QX

Tickets

£8 per ticket (£6 concessions) 
Tickets can be booked  
online at 
www.sydenhamarts.co.uk  
or over the phone at  
020 8659 7911

Forest Hill 
Bowling Club

Forest Hill 
Bowling Club
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Yearly cost of membership
Individual (includes partner)  £6.00 per annum
Senior Citizen (includes partner) £5.00 per annum
Postal Member (includes partner) £8.50/£7.50 per annum

Name of your bank/building society 

Address of your bank/building society 

Account Number  Sort Code 

Signed 

Your Name (please print) 

Please pay the Sydenham Society (Lloyds Bank plc, Sydenham Branch, 
Sort Code 30-98-42, Account no. 00524410) the sum of £8.50/£7.50/£6/£5  
(please delete as appropriate) on 5 January each year until further notice.   
This replaces any Standing Order in favour of the ‘Sydenham Society’.

Bank details for The Sydenham Society STANDING ORDER
Name 

Address  

 Post code 

Tel day  Tel eve 

Email 

Renewal is due in January.  Postal members are those resident outside 
SE23 and SE26 postal areas. Subscriptions can be paid by cheque or 
Standing Order.  Please make cheques payable to The Sydenham Society.

SYDENHAM SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM

!

EVENTS

Please return to: Roger Feather, 71 Hall Drive, Sydenham, London SE26 6XL   Tel: 020 8778 4318   Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com

Charity Quiz Night  
Tuesday 8 March  
(International Women’s Day)
7.45pm at the Golden Lion

Sydenham Society’s popular  
 Quiz Nite returns in aid of a  
local charity. Entry £2 per head. 

Teams of 4-6 people per table. 
Contact Jackie (020 8778 5455) or Pat (020 8659 4903) 
to book a table.Individuals welcome, as scratch teams can be 
formed on the night. 

Visit to City Hall Mayor’s Question Time  
Wednesday 16 March 2016 
Meet at City Hall at 9.15am for registration/security checks.  
Len Duvall, Lewisham’s Assembly Member, will meet us 
to explain procedure at 9.30 am, before taking part in the 
Assembly himself. Afterwards Len will meet members of 
Sydenham Society for a brief time for Qs and As. Numbers are 
not limited but due to security it is essential that we know you 
are planning to attend.  Please contact Pat (020 8659 4903, 
pattrembath@gmail.com)by 19 February to register your 
interest in this visit. Latecomers will not be included.

Sydenham Society  
Annual General Meeting 

Tuesday 12 April in the Golden Lion at 7.45pm.

Visit to Thomas Carlyle’s House  
24 Cheyne Row, Chelsea  Thursday 21 April 2016

Carlyle's House 
was the home of 
the historian and 
philosopher,Thomas 
Carlyle and his wife 
Jane Welsh Carlyle, a 

prominent woman of letters, for nearly half a century.  
The building dates from 1708 and is at No. 24 Cheyne Row 
(No. 5 at Carlyle's time) and is owned by the National Trust.
The house is a typical Georgian terraced house, modestly 
comfortable, where the Carlyles lived with one servant and 
Jane's dog, Nero. The house was opened to the public in 

1895, fourteen years after Carlyle's death. It is preserved very 
much as it was when the Carlyles lived there and is a good 
example of a middle class Victorian home and contains much 
of the original furniture owned by the Carlyles as well as some 
of the Carlyles' books (many on permanent loan from the 
London Library, established by Carlyle), pictures and personal 
possessions, together with collections of portraits by artist such 
as James Abbott McNeill Whistler and Helen Allingham. 

The house is made up of four floors - a basement which 
houses the kitchen, the ground floor which was the Carlyles' 
parlour, the first floor where the drawing room/library and 
Jane's bedroom are found, the second floor which was 
Thomas' bedroom and the attic, which was converted into a 
study in an attempt to remove Carlyle from the constant noise 
of the street and neighbours. It has a small walled garden which 
is preserved much as it was when Thomas and Jane lived there 
- the fig tree still produces fruit today.
This visit will be an opportunity to use up your one free entry 
to a National Trust property (provided by Civic Voice to its 
member organisations) property before it expires on 31 May.
Numbers may need to be limited so expressions of interest by 
1 March to Jackie (020 8778 5455)

London Wildlife Trust events

Trees of Dulwich  Tuesday 8th March 2016 
Dulwich Library, 2pm - 3.30pm 
Illustrative talk about native trees in Dulwich

Sydenham Hill Spring Safari  
Thurs 24th March 2016 
Sydenham Hill Wood, 11am - 3pm  

Family event - go on an ancient woodland safari in search of 
wood anemones, bluebells and violets,  
and more fun activities 

Dawn chorus Saturday 16th April 2016 
Sydenham Hill Wood, 4.45am - 7am  
An early search for owls, songbirds and woodpeckers

Evening bird walkThursday 19th May 2016 
Sydenham Hill Wood, 7pm - 8.30pm  
An evening stroll taking in the crepuscular chorus

Quiz
Night

-Sydenham Society-

SYDENHAM SOCIETY
AGM



A warm welcome to the following new members:

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

SYDENHAM SOCIETY
NEWS

www.sydenhamsociety.com
Covering all aspects of local community matters    Member of the London Forum    Member of Civic Voice

Members are reminded that subscriptions for 2016 are now due.   Many thanks, Roger Feather, Treasurer. 71 Hall Drive SE26 6XL
Tel: 020 8778 4318 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com

Issuing of membership cards We agreed at last year’s AGM that to lower costs we will only issue membership cards when you pay your 
subscription in cash or if you send us a self addressed envelope. We will also issue you a membership card to support your National Trust free entry 
voucher if you send in SAE. .

Aurora Albert
Monica Crowe
Mr B France
Sarah French

Michaela Greene
Jim  
  & Jenna Hayward
Gavin Jenkins

Ben Norris
Sydenham Lawn Tennis  
  & Croquet Club
Carolyn Thomas  
  & Stephen Masterton

Nick Turner  
  & Sylvia Lopez-Pruna
Deborah 
  & Matthew Westrup

Hardly an eyebrow is raised 
anymore when, at a certain  
time of year, an elderly 
gentleman stops visitors to 
Sydenham and asks if they  
have spotted his reindeer. 

The gentleman in question being a familiar 
figure sports a busy white beard, red threads and rings his bell 

in celebration of the festive season. 

The errant reindeer, which apparently has a passion for chips, 
has once again done a bunk in search of sustenance.  

At any moment it can be found lurking in the Community 
Library, or skulking around the high street cafés. 

It has even been seen in Sydenham Gardens if there are 
chips to be had. 

Along with the antics of this comical pair, visitors 
were entertained by Red Hot and Blue 
- a New Orleans jazz band and a rendition of  
songs from an Old Time Musical by  
Debbie Garvey and friends. 

Rest assured that by the time it comes to switch on 
the Christmas tree lights, the reindeer 

has been harnessed ready to 
whisk Santa back home to   

      the North Pole.


