
This means that passengers from our 
local stations will have to travel to 
West Croydon, which is hopeless if 
you are travelling on to Gatwick or 
Brighton. The first through-train 

from Sydenham to 
East Croydon will 
not be until 8.29am 
and the first through-
train in the other 
direction will be at 
9.27am. Southern 
euphemistically 

describes these changes as a 
simplification.

The proposed service between 
Norwood Junction and East Croydon 

(in both directions) is bad, not just at the 
morning peak. The number of services 

running between these two stations 
outside of this period will also 
deteriorate sharply (from seven 
trains per hour in both directions to 
four per hour).
We are effectively being cut off 
from East Croydon station in peak 
periods and the access it provides 
to destinations such as Gatwick and 
Brighton. And outside of the peak, 
the service to and from Norwood 
Junction has deteriorated markedly. 

At Penge East, the four direct morning trains to St Pancras International 
will cease, meaning a change at Herne Hill for those travelling to the city.
The society has included criticisms of these changes in our submission 
to Southern’s timetable consultation. We now need to see a positive 
response.
The Sydenham and Forest Hill Societies have had two face-to-face 
meetings with Southern in the last few months to discuss the new 
timetable. Thankfully the company has now dropped some of their sillier 
proposals such as stopping trains at every station for an extra minute or 
scrapping all trains to and from East Croydon. 

But there’s still a long way to go. 
We simply can’t allow our local train services to deteriorate. 

Barry Milton, Roads & Transport committee

Your neighbourhood voice
www.sydenhamsociety.com
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Rail improvements  
go into reverse.
For the past ten 
years, we have 
become used to 
steady improvements 
in our local rail 
services, with 
the arrival of the 
Overground, a new modern 
London Bridge, longer trains and 
better staffing at stations and so on. 

However we are rapidly approaching 
a turning point. For the 
next few years, we need 
to face up to the fact that 
rail improvements are 
going into reverse.

Train fare rises have been put 
on hold for the next few years 
as part of the London Mayor’s 
election pledge. The result 
will be a severe cut back in rail 
spending on improvements to 
existing Overground services. 

TfL plans to add two more Overground trains per hour 
terminating at Crystal Palace will not be implemented.
Southern have been consulting on a new timetable to start in May 2018 
when Thameslink opens. The proposal is a marked deterioration in 
local services. Late night trains from London Bridge have been severely 
reduced. Four trains have been taken out of service, including the vital 
00.36, making this a half-hourly service after 10.30pm. 
So, forget catching those frequent late night trains if you have been  
in town for the evening, as they won't exist in a few months’ time.
And things are even worse if you head south. There will be no trains at all 
between Norwood Junction and East Croydon, in either direction, during 
the morning peak. 

Comedy coming to Sydenham

Sydenham Community LibraryOutstanding Adamsrill

The Great North Wood V22 Summer ClubLondon's future - have your say

De Frene Summer Festival Tennis in Mayow Park

END OF THE LINE?
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The deadl ine for  art ic les  for  the next  newsletter  wi l l  be  Friday 3 November 2017

LOCAL MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
Ellie Reeves MP for Lewisham West and Penge
Helen Hayes MP for Dulwich and Upper Norwood
c/o House of Commons London SW1A 0AA

LEWISHAM ASSEMBLY MEMBER
Len Duvall OBE AM
c/o City Hall, The Queen's Walk, London SE1 2AA

LEWISHAM COUNCILLORS
Civic Suite Lewisham Town Hall Catford SE6 4RU
020 8314 6000
Bellingham Ward
Alan Hall    Sue Hordijenko    Jacq Paschoud
Forest Hill Ward
Peter Bernards    Maja Hilton    Paul Upex
Perry Vale Ward
John Paschoud    Alan Till    Susan Wise
Sydenham Ward
Chris Best    Liam Curran    Rachel Onikosi

BROMLEY COUNCILLORS
Bromley Civic Centre Stockwell Close BR1 3UH
020 8464 3333
Crystal Palace Ward
Angela Wilkins    Richard Williams

Penge and Cator Ward
Katherine Bance    Kevin Brooks   Peter Fookes

SOUTHWARk COUNCILLORS
Town Hall Peckham Road SE5 8UB
020 7525 5000
College Ward
Jon Hartley    Catherine Rose    Andy Simmons

Community police teams
Community Police contact non-emergency numbers for 
Lewisham have all changed to 0300 123 1212
In an emergency dial 999
For non-urgent police matters dial 101
For environmental noise nuisance call:
Lewisham Council   020 8314 6000
Bromley Council     020 8464 3333
Southwark Council  020 7525 5000

YO U R  LO C A L LY  E L E C T E D  O F F I C A L SS Y D E N H A M  S O C I E T Y  C O N TAC T S

O T H E R  C O N TAC T S

The Sydenham Society is an independent group representing the interests of local 
residents. Sydenham Society News is non-partisan, non-political and non-commercial.  

Chair  
Annabel McLaren
chair@sydenhamsociety.com
Treasurer & Membership
Roger Feather
membership@sydenhamsociety.com
020 8778 4318
Newsletter Editor
Pat Trembath
news@sydenhamsociety.com 
020 8659 4903
Newsletter Design & Layout
Jody Howard-McLeish
news@sydenhamsociety.com
Newsletter Copy Editor
Emma Mallinder 
Newsletter Distribution
Pat Trembath
020 8659 4903

Conservation & Planning
Barbara Kern
Events
Jackie Aldridge
020 8778 5455 
jacquelinealdridge@gmail.com
Roads & Transport
Ilse Towler
iandj.towler@btinternet.com
020 8778 3743
Local History
Steve Grindlay
localhistory@sydenhamsociety.com
020 8699 6398
Contact address for post
Sydenham Society
35 Bishopsthorpe Road
Sydenham
SE26 4PA

If there is something you would like the society to tell everybody, or a local issue you 
feel strongly about, please send your article, maximum 300 words, to the editor. 
Sydenham Society News is read by many local residents, old and new,  
so please spell out all acronyms and explain anything that a newcomer  
might not understand. 
All articles are subject to editing by the Editorial Team.
Email your article to the Editorial Team at:
news@sydenhamsociety.com or send hard copy to
97 Longton Grove SE26 6QQ.

Disclaimer The views expressed in articles are those of named contributors and 
should not be regarded as statements of policy of the Sydenham Society.

Keep informed about news and events in SE26 – sign up for the Sydenham Society 
eNewsletter by visiting

www.sydenhamsociety.com 
Send us your email address and you’ll be sent our regular eNewsletter packed 
with local news and information about what’s going on in Sydenham and the 
surrounding area.

A R T I C L E S  P L E A S E !

E - N E W S L E T T E R

GOODGYM 
based in Penge
GoodGym Bromley meets every Tuesday at 6.45pm at the 
Bridge House pub in Penge. After a brief introduction, we 
run out onto the streets, heading to a community group or 
space to help out with a physical task. 

There are GoodGym group runs all over London and around 
the UK, with participants combining getting fit with helping 
their community. In addition to the weekly group runs, we 
also work with isolated older people, visiting residents to help 
with a task that might have become challenging (getting on top 
of an overgrown garden, changing a light bulb, moving heavy 
furniture). Some of our runners choose to be paired with an 
older person nearby, committing to a weekly social visit, we 

call these people our coaches because they encourage us to get 
out running when we might not feel like it! 

You can find out more by visiting www.goodgym.org or, if 
you know of an organisation that could benefit from our help, 
please get in touch by emailing adele@goodgym.org. 
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London’s 
happiest   

little 
comedy club
Sydenham is about to have its very own comedy club! 
Building works are underway at the old Beer Rebellion on the 
High Street transforming it into a stylish theatre bar. 
A wide range of comedians will provide something for 
everyone, with traditional stand-up as well as drag, improv, 
musical comedy and magic. 
The Poodle Club is a labour of love for Karen O. Novak, 
a Sydenham resident who has been in the comedy industry 
for over 30 years as a performer, producer, and promoter. 
She ran several weekly comedy nights at pubs in north 
London and Soho, and is thrilled to be bringing her favourite 
comedians down to Sydenham, including

Grumpy Old Man Arthur Smith, brave and hilarious 
Shazia Mirza & feminist firebrand Kate Smurthwaite.

“My husband and I been talking about doing this for 
10 years”, she explained. “So when we saw an ideal little 

venue become available so close to our house, we figured 
the time was right to give it a go. The Sydenham arts 

community is really starting to buzz and we are keen to 
bring live comedy into the mix.”

The Poodle Club will also be presenting daytime 
entertainment for kids and hosting workshops for adults 
wishing to try their hand at the craft of comedy. They 

hope to be finished with the extensive renovations by mid-
September to welcome guests with an opening night gala. 

Find out what’s on and book tickets at www.poodleclub.co.uk

The Safer Neighbourhood Team has been working closely  
with Year 6 students at St Michael’s Church of England Primary 
School on the subject of internet safety. This culminated in 
an assembly presentation to the rest of the school. We were 
all impressed at the standard of the presentation from the 
students and each participant received a certificate.

This is the start of a good working 
relationship which we want to continue 
and expand to other schools in 
Sydenham. However, I did wonder why 
I ended up in the stocks at their summer 
fete having wet sponges thrown at me! 
Officers have started the ongoing process 
of distributing SmartWater to Sydenham 
Residents. This operation is to help 
residents make their homes more secure 
by providing crime prevention advice 
and forensic property marking kits and 
window stickers, which are proven to 
deter burglars and make homes more 
secure. SmartWater can be used to mark 
jewellery, mobile phones, bikes, power 
tools and other property. It uses a unique 
forensic code so that police can easily 
identify stolen property, making it less 
attractive for burglars.
 We have recently executed a Dangerous 
Dog warrant, and have just had another 

warrant signed by Bromley Magistrates’ Court. So be aware - we may be 
knocking on your door in the early hours soon!
It was a pleasure to join the Mayor of Lewisham, Sir Steve Bullock and the 
new Borough Commander of Lewisham Police, Rob Jones, at the Youth 
First Launch Event held at TNG Youth Centre on Tuesday 18 July. Some 
of the young people gave outstanding performances and afterwards some 
were presented with awards for their achievements during the past year. 
This is another partnership between Lewisham Police and Youth Workers 
that it is imperative we continue.

Shaun Rodway PC 264PL  Safer Neighbourhood Team

The Journey Café opened in June on the site of 
the old Woodman pub and has already changed 
the look of the corner on the roundabout with 

outside seating, trees and flowers. 
Inside, the café is light and breezy and  

offers delicious coffee, tea, toasted sandwiches  
and sweet treats. 

They specialise in home-made desserts that are 
gluten, dairy and refined sugar free. 

From September, they plan to turn the café into a 
wine bar at night, offering snacks such as Spanish 

ham, interesting cheeses and delicious wine. 

New café in kirkdale

The Greyhound

The owner has told us that his application 
for the fit-out of the pub has now been 

accepted by Lewisham Council. He hopes to be on 
site in early to mid September starting work on the 

refurbishment. With any luck, by Christmas, this splendid 
new venture should be up and running!

UPDATE

Safer neighbourhood policing
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Sir Steve Bullock, Mayor of Lewisham, is standing down after 16 
years as the directly elected and Executive Mayor of this borough.
 As a long-serving councillor of over 30 years I have been privileged 
to serve in Steve’s cabinet during his tenure, holding my current 
portfolio of Health, Wellbeing and Older People. 
Looking after the interests of our diverse population, which is 
rising to 300,000 and where over 176 languages are spoken in our 
schools, is a huge challenge. I believe that no one has demonstrated 
stronger leadership in achieving the delivery of quality services, 
shown a commitment to equality of opportunity, fairness and 
strived to improve the quality of life for all our citizens than Steve. 
We can all see how the physical landscape of Lewisham has changed 
under his stewardship which includes the Building Schools for the Future 
programme which physically transformed our schools and our five leisure 
centres have been rebuilt or improved so that they each have two pools 
and a state of the art dry offer.  We have retained and improved our 13 
libraries including the new Deptford Lounge.  We are now starting to build 
new council homes such as the amazing Ladywell Place scheme, while in 
Sydenham work is starting on the garage site at Brasted Close to provide 
14 new homes.

I know that Steve has always been more concerned about people than 
buildings. He has provided clear direction for our diverse, multicultural 

community,  worked tirelessly to build the partnerships with our third 
sector and faith groups, and backed our local assemblies. Steve set up 
the Young Mayor’s Programme in April 2004 and we now have our 13th 
directly elected young mayor. 

The Young Mayor scheme is always of particular interest to other Mayors 
within and beyond London. I hope that we will see this legacy continue as 
we engage our young people in local democracy. 

The council continues to face substantial challenges driven by the national 
Government’s austerity programme. Our immediate target is to deliver 
£32 million in savings to bridge the budget gap for 2018/19 and 2019/20. 
During this period of austerity we have reviewed every area of spending 
and the latest change to take place in October is the move to fortnightly 
residual refuse collection, with a saving of £500k whilst also expecting a rise 
in recycling which will still continue weekly. 

Given recent events the future is becoming increasingly uncertain however 
this administration will endeavour to continue to provide value for money.

Chris Best
Councillor for Sydenham Ward  
and Chair of the Sydenham Town Centre Steering Group and SEE3 
Telephone 020 8676 9516      
Twitter @chrisbestuk  Email cllr_chris.best@lewisham.gov.uk   

Sir Steve Bullock stands down

This year’s Lark in the Park Perry Vale Assembly was again held in 
our much loved Mayow Park, attended by some 500 residents.
There was much to see and/or take part in, with our programme 
of Soft Play, Storytelling, Teddy Bears Picnic for those of 5 and 
under with Face Painting provided by Lewisham Homes and 
London and Quadrant. 
For older visitors there were free tennis tasters, Finches Bikes, a 
Golden Goal football competition and two Yoga schools.

Our regular double act of Dr Bike with Young Lewisham Project offered 
bike repairs as the Met. Police security-marked users’ machines. There 
were many community stalls to enjoy: Forest Hill Women’s Institute selling 
mouth-watering cakes and delicious marmalade, Iris Till’s free make your 
own Healthy Nutrition fruit kebabs, to the Forest Hill Society with ideas of 
how to remodel around the railway station, along with Friends of Mayow 
Park’s environment messages and Grow Mayow’s Pimms.  
Mayow Park’s Brown and Green café sponsored the Carers Lewisham’s 
T-shirt painting competition prize of breakfast and coffee for two at the 

Perry Vale Assembly Lark in the Park 15 july 
café, and this was won by two girls, Jasmine and Margot, whose parents 
will decide how to share the prize.
Unfortunately, the Pat and Chat session with the Met Police Dog Handlers 
Unit had to be cancelled due to a duty call, and we missed out on a Rise 
and Shine performance due to power supply problems.
Your ward councillors had listened to feedback from last year’s Lark in the 
Park for more food choices, so this year there were Asian Flavours, Wood 
Fired Pizza and ice cream available as well as Brown and Green’s café.  
Alan Till, John Paschoud and I were present at the Assembly tent and also 
around the park during the event, and I was very pleased that our new 
constituency MP, Ellie Reeves, had accepted my invitation to attend and I 
was able to introduce her to many stall holders and visitors as we walked 
about. 
Thank you to all who to took part or attended. 

Susan Wise
Councillor for Perry Vale Ward  
Email cllr_susan.wise@lewisham.gov.uk  
Telephone 020 8699 6520

Campaigners take petition to save historic gas holders to 
Lewisham Council amid calls for the holders to be listed
These Streets Belong to Us and the Sydenham Society recently 
presented a joint petition featuring over 600 signatures to Lewisham Council, 
requesting that the council save the historic landmark gasholders in Bell 
Green, Lower Sydenham from being demolished to make way for an Aldi 
supermarket.
At the full council meeting in the council chamber at Lewisham Town Hall 
Councillor Alan Hall presented the petition which calls for the gas holders 
to be listed. It also calls for the land around the gas holders to be used for 
residential units rather than retail developments, which is what the land would 
most likely become if the gas holders were to be demolished and replaced by 
a supermarket. 
Cllr Alan Hall pressed the Deputy Mayor in a council question about local 
listing for buildings of architectural interest and asked for a meeting to discuss 
an alternative plan including much needed residential accommodation.
He said, “local residents are not opposing development but there is an urgent 
need for more homes in the area and I am pleased that the Deputy Mayor has 
agreed to meet me and the Sydenham Society to explore the options.”
Cllr Hall understands that this planning application will be determined at a 
planning committee meeting soon.

A new MP for 
Lewisham West 

and Penge

New MP Ellie Reeves  
with Perry Vale councillors  

(l-r) John Paschoud,  
Susan Wise and  

Alan Till.
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Enjoy a day out at a 
National Trust property
 Sydenham Society members continue to benefit from one free entry pass to many National Trust 

properties thanks to our membership of Civic Voice. The passes are valid until 31 May 2018. 
If you are already a member of the National Trust you can pass the offer on to friends and family.

You can collect your free NT passes at all Sydenham Society events  
(public meetings, trips and quiz nights).

 Alternatively, you can have the passes posted to you by calling 020 8778 6914 
or by emailing chair@sydenhamsociety.com

The future of our capital
                                  it’s time to have your say

Recently, some important documents have been 
published at City Hall. 
It is vital that people in Sydenham and Lewisham  
more widely look at these and have their say, as these 
plans will affect us all in the years ahead. 
Over the next few months two, in particular,  
deserve your attention: the draft Transport Strategy 
and the London Plan.
The draft Transport Strategy sets out the Mayor’s policies and 
proposals to reshape transport in London over the next 25 years. 
Transport impacts us all, from the streets where we live and work, 
to the tube, rail, and bus services we use every day. 

At the heart of the strategy are three key themes: healthy streets 
and healthy people, a good public transport experience, and new 
homes and jobs. To find out more and have your say, visit the TfL 
website where you can read the full strategy, access a summary, 
and watch a video outlining the key points. 

The London Plan is a major scheme which pulls together key 
parts of the Mayor’s other plans, and looks at how these different 
elements can come together for the benefit of the capital as a 
whole. 

It also provides all the London boroughs with an overarching 
framework for our local plans. There is a legal requirement 

that Lewisham’s local plan is generally in line with the Mayor’s 
London Plan and it is vital that we get involved now to make sure 
Lewisham and London look how we want them to. The draft will 
be subject to public consultation, consideration by government, 
scrutiny by the London Assembly, and a formal Examination in 
Public (EiP). This is chaired by an independent inspector who will 
consider all the consultation responses and invite respondents to 
represent their views in person at the EiP. The public consultation 
will begin this autumn, with the EiP following next year.

Even though I am a Labour Member working with a Labour 
Mayor, my main role is to scrutinise his work. I will be working 
hard to do this, but I cannot do it alone. I encourage everyone 
reading this to step up, speak up, and help to shape the future of 
Sydenham, Lewisham, and London more widely. 

I also want to hear your views on Brexit. 

The decisions that are made in the next two years will affect our 
employment rights, the cost of everyday living and freedom to 
travel. It is imperative that any decisions made will not harm our 
economy and our day to day lives. 

How do you feel about Brexit a year on from the referendum? To 
find out more and respond to the survey, please go to my page on 
the London Assembly website.

Len Duvall OBE AM
GLA member for Greenwich and Lewisham
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the great north wood

The ancient wooded landscape of the Great North Wood, which 
once stretched across the Sydenham Ridge from Deptford to 
Selhurst, is still around us today. 

It lives on in fragments of small woodlands, parks, cemeteries, 
railway embankments, playing fields and back gardens that are 
scattered across the suburbs, and it gave us the names of a variety 
of places across the area.  
From the Middle Ages to the Industrial Revolution, the Great North Wood was 
an economic powerhouse. Sitting atop a ridge north of the town of Croydon, 
it provided charcoal and firewood to surrounding settlements, timber for the 
shipyards of Deptford and tannins for the leather industry of Bermondsey. It 
was a mixture of coppice woodland, with trees sustainably harvested through a 
cycle of cutting and regrowth, and wood pasture, with mature trees standing in 
an environment not dissimilar to parkland with livestock grazing beneath.  

It was economics that maintained the Great North Wood as the centuries 
passed and it was economics that dictated its demise. As coal became the 
dominant fuel source of the Victorian era and steel superseded timber in the 
shipyards, the eyes of builders and railway companies turned to the countryside 
south of the Thames. 

South London as we know it was born, crowned at its summit in 1854 by the 
extravagance of the Crystal Palace. But this new maze of bricks and mortar 
brought echoes of the Great North Wood along with it, most notably in place 

names such as the Norwoods, 
Penge (edge of the wood), 
Honor Oak and Forest Hill. 
And more important still 
are the fragments of the old 
woodland that snuck into the 
modern world, sometimes so 
stealthily that today they may 
only be known to locals that 
visit and cherish them. 

Working to conserve and 
promote the Great North 
Wood has been a long-term 
ambition for the London 
Wildlife Trust and has at last 
come to fruition. 

This is thanks to a £699k grant 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund 
and further support from the 
Greater London Authority, 
Veolia Environmental Trust, 
the Dulwich Estate and the 
Dulwich Society. 

The project will see the trust 
working closely with a range of public and community partners across 13 key 
sites in Bromley, Croydon, Lambeth, Lewisham and Southwark, three of which 
stand in the Sydenham area. The trust also looks forward to working with 
the Sydenham Society to further raise the profile of the historic Great North 
Wood and how it continues to exert its positive character on Sydenham and its 
residents. 

The surviving Great North Wood sites are now under the ownership and 
control of a variety of landowners and suffer from pressures such as fly-tipping, 
overuse and dominance of invasive plants species such as cherry laurel and 
snowberry. By recognising the area as a Living Landscape, London Wildlife Trust 
hopes to restore these important sites and raise awareness of both the history 
and the potential of the Great North Wood. 

This four year project will see a small team of staff working with volunteers, 
community groups, landowners and local councils to revive and reimagine the 
Great North Wood as a home for nature and people. It is a key aim of the 
project to reconnect people with woodlands and encourage them to explore, 
enjoy and value this natural wealth on their doorsteps.  

location map
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GREAT NORTH WOOD SITES IN THE SYDENHAM AREA
Sydenham Hill Wood and Cox’s Walk 

With an estimated 100,000 visitors per year, the original London Wildlife Trust 
reserve will form a key component of the Great North Wood project. This 
site was saved from development in the early 1980s by local people, including 
powerful support from the Sydenham Society. The London Wildlife Trust 
also acknowledges the vigilance of the Sydenham Society in thwarting various 
threats to this woodland over subsequent years.  

Dulwich Wood, Low Cross Wood and Hitherwood 

The Great North Wood project will see London Wildlife Trust working with 
Dulwich Estate on the adjoining sections of woodland to Sydenham Hill 
Wood, which together form the largest surviving swathe of woodland on the 
Sydenham Ridge. Allowing the understorey to recover will be a key component 
of this work, as areas of Dulwich Wood suffer from erosion problems. 

Hillcrest Wood 

The Hillcrest Estate is nestled in a patchwork of woodlands, some of which are 
ancient in character. The trust will be working with Lewisham Homes and the 
Friends of Hillcrest Wood to clear many years’ worth of fly-tipped waste and 
remove invasive species to restore the woodland for everyone to enjoy. 

kEY SPECIES OF THE GREAT NORTH WOOD 
Oaks 

Both of the native oaks, pedunculate and sessile, form a large part of the canopy 
of the Great North Wood. The sessile oak is more associated with acidic, 
upland soils and so its presence in the region is somewhat atypical. This is 
thought to stem from deliberate planting of the species for the straighter timber 
it produces, which was more suitable for the ship builders. Oaks have particular 
ecological importance, for example the pedunculate oak is known to support 
over 400 species of insect herbivores, more than any other British plant.

Hornbeam 

Hornbeam is the other key tree of the Great North Wood. Its hard and  
heavy timber meant it was a favoured tree in the commercial era of the  
Great North Wood, both for building materials and for its slow-burning 
firewood and charcoal.  

The only British butterfly with a life-cycle dependent on oak, the purple 
hairstreak is likely to be present in much of the Great North Wood, but is 
an under-recorded species as it predominantly lives high up in the canopy. 
Dedicated volunteer surveyors using binoculars will be needed to assess its 
distribution across the Ridge. 

The stag beetle is listed as Near-Threatened on the IUCN Red List, but south 
London is a stronghold for this species. They play an important role in cycling of 
woodland nutrients, with the larvae spending up to six years feeding on rotting 
wood. Adults live for only a few weeks and can be spotted absorbing heat from 
pavements or flying at dusk. 

Woodpeckers 

Although unfortunately the diminutive lesser-spotted woodpecker is no longer 
recorded in the Great North Wood, the enigmatic great-spotted and green 
woodpeckers can still be seen and heard across the area.  

Hedgehogs 

Urban Urchins, a concurrent London Wildlife Trust project, will also focus on 
London’s hedgehogs. Surveying in Sydenham Hill Wood has shown that areas 
with a healthy understorey are more favourable for hedgehogs, so it is hoped 
that habitat improvements across the Great North Wood will benefit this 
charismatic species. 

UPCOMING GREAT NORTH WOOD EVENTS

• Dulwich Wood Bat Walk – Tuesday 5 September 7:30pm 

• Sydenham Hill Wood 35th Open Day – Sunday 10 September 11am-6pm

• Dulwich Wood Tree Walk – Saturday 11 November 

       There are opportunities to get involved with the  
       Great North Wood for everyone.  
                       If you would like to find out more please contact Edwin Malins 

      emalins@wildlondon.org.uk

      www.wildlondon.org.uk/great-north-wood 

      Twitter: @GreatNorthWood 
              Edwin Malins

oak in spa wood

edwin malins & sam bentley-toon

purple hairstreak

stag beetles
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Adamsrill Primary School
a hub of creativity 

Headteacher  
Increase Eko  
writes

Adamsrill Primary School is a  
three form entry good school 
with an outstanding Early Years 
Foundation Stage (EYFS) as rated 
by Ofsted in July 2016, with the 
capacity for 610 pupils. 

It is open to all local children aged 3 to 11 years old. 
During the 2014/15 academic year Adamsrill underwent an 
exciting building project resulting in a spectacular new facility  
for Reception and Key stage 1 classes affording new opportunities 
for the school such as a well-resourced art room and a state of 
the art main hall. The school is re-establishing itself within the local 
community as a community school of choice for local families.

https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-report/provider/ELS/100671
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Adamsrill Primary School, a hub of the local 
community, its alumni boasting distinguished 
prominent local people in all walks of life including 
MPs, one of whom is the MP for Lewisham West and 
Penge, as well as professionally renowned musicians.

Learning and working together as a community for 
a brighter future is Adamsrill’s vision statement. The 
school firmly believes that what makes a successful 
community school are the values shared by the 
entire community. The core values are honesty, 
respect, resilience and responsibility.

The school’s curriculum is engaging, enjoyable, yet 
challenging for all pupils. Whilst English, Maths and 
Science (the core subjects), are paramount and 
form the foundations of all learning, at Adamsrill a 
creative curriculum is at the heart of all learning. 
Pupils are taught subject specific skills, which they 
then apply in meaningful contexts. Families are 
regularly welcomed into school to share the 

development and progress of pupils 
through half termly or termly 

topics during launch and 
landing events.

Pupils at Adamsrill Primary School have the opportunity to acquire 
computing skills, knowledge and understanding during lessons. The 
resources within the school (a computer suite, class sets of iPads and 
laptops), make this experience possible and very exciting. Pupils enjoy 
learning independently, in pairs, and sometimes in small groups on set 
tasks. There are numerous opportunities to apply skills and understanding 
in a range of other subjects too. The resources also strengthen the 
school’s capacity to support pupils learning through a number of  
online programmes and applications, especially in other key areas of 
the curriculum like mathematics, reading, spelling, extended writing  
and Science.

Music at Adamsrill provides a lot of opportunities for collaboration 
and performances offering a range of music across the school. In year 
two, children learn to play the recorder, in year three, the ukulele and, in 
year five, brass instruments. Small group and after school club tutoring 
for a range of instruments is also on offer. Adamsrill Primary School is 
now resuming its prominence in the music scene within Lewisham. 

The school choir is active within the local community. They embraced 
carol singing in December, in local shopping centres, much to the 
delight of the local community who praised their professionalism. The 
choir also took part in the Sydenham Girls Music festival in May and 
in the Lewisham Music Gala at the Royal Festival Hall in June. Year five 
pupils were involved this year in a music project using software called 
Garage Band to compose their own music. Pupils who come to 
Adamsrill can develop and pursue their music interests and have shown 
real passion and talent for music resulting in some of them pursuing this 
outside school. 

Art at Adamsrill – “Specialist teaching of art enables pupils to 
create work of a high standard using skills typically mastered at an 
older age” OFSTED report 2016 www.artsonia.com/schools/school.
asp?id=113898

Parental support at Adamsrill is warmly welcomed and very much 
appreciated. Friends of Adamsrill, the Parent Teacher Association, and 
volunteers in classrooms play a crucial role in supporting pupils, staff and 
the school community. For more info go to facebook.com/adamsrill

Adamsrill Primary School offers wrap around provision for pupils. It has 
integrated, school led, before- and after-school activities. The well-liked 
breakfast club runs from 7.45am and after school club from 3.30 - 
6pm provision is popular with parents/carers. The school offers a healthy 
mix of sporting, creative, and academic clubs after school. Over the 
last two years the activities have included: basketball, performing arts, 
Spanish, rugby, cookery, coding, comic strip, arts and crafts, as well as 
the ever popular football. As well as providing consistency, parents 
can feel comforted knowing staff are committed to the school, well 
trained and qualified. Charges are kept as low as possible to make the 
service affordable at £3.50 per hour per activity. The overall result of 
the school’s extended curriculum has a positive knock-on effect for the 
children and is a pivotal support to parents and the wider community.

If you would like to visit the school please email admin@adamsrill.
lewisham.sch.uk or phone 020 8699 8548 to make an appointment. 
Adamsrill is a local community school with immense potential to benefit 
the local community. From September, the school plans to make its 
facilities available for hire to the community.

Adamsrill looks forward to hearing from you.
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Bromley Council is at long last starting the process of regenerating 
Crystal Palace Park. The Masterplan for the park which was finally 
agreed in 2013, after years of discussion and dispute, is beginning to  
be implemented.

A Shadow Board of Trustees has been working with Bromley officers for 
the past year or so, ready to take over a lease on the park from Bromley. 
At the same time, Bromley is looking to dispose of the land on Westwood 
Hill, currently occupied by the Caravan Club, for the purpose of housing 
(agreed in the Masterplan) in order to raise match-funding for a funding bid 
to the Heritage Lottery Fund.

Before the council can make a final decision to grant a lease of the park 
to the proposed trust or to sell or lease any part of the Westwood 
Hill site which currently forms part of the park, or to sell or lease the 
proposed museum site, it will be necessary for Bromley to advertise for 
two consecutive weeks in a local newspaper as required under Section 
123 (2A) of the Local Government Act 1972, and to report back on 
any objections received. They must then give full consideration to any 
objections which may be made.

The Caravan Club lease contains a notice allowing the council to terminate 
the lease early once every 30 years if it proposes to redevelop the site. 
The next termination date is 31 December 2018.  Under the terms of 
the lease the council has to give not less than 24 months’ notice i.e. notice 
had to be served before 31 December 2016. Notice was served on 21 
November 2016.

Because the lease is protected by the Landlord and Tenant Act 1954, the 
council has also to comply with the statutory notice requirements in that 
act. Normally this would be done by a single notice but under the act the 
maximum notice period is 12 months. 

Consequently, a further notice to terminate the lease will have to be 
served in January 2018. 

The tenant has a right to object to the notice and to refer the matter to 
the local county court where the landlord (Bromley) has to be able to 
show a fixed and settled intention to do what it says it intends to do (i.e. 
redevelop) and has a reasonable prospect of being able to do so. 

It is highly likely that The Caravan Club will oppose the notice. 

Evidence will be required of Bromley’s decision to proceed with a sale for 
redevelopment purposes, and that there is good evidence of the intention 
to redevelop by having agreed terms or exchanged contracts with a 
developer who is seeking or has obtained planning permission. 

As there is a good 18 months before any court hearing is likely to take 
place this should be feasible. Failing to convince the court of a fixed and 
settled intention and a reasonable prospect of redeveloping the site could 
result in the court ordering the grant of a new lease to the Caravan Club. 
The court cannot make an order for a lease with a term of more than 
14 years, but the risk of not getting everything lined up in the case of a 
contested hearing is that any redevelopment could be delayed by a period 
of up to 14 years. 

Other leases which are likely to be terminated to enable redevelopment 
to proceed include the One O’Clock Club. This lease is outside the 
protection of the Landlord and Tenant Act 1954 and contains an early 
termination clause allowing the council to terminate on 12 month’s notice. 
The St John’s Ambulance site is also outside the protection of the Landlord 
and Tenant Act 1954 and contains a provision allowing the council to 
terminate on not less than 6 months’ notice any time after 9 June 2007.

Pat Trembath

Regeneration of Crystal Palace Park

I am delighted to report that two newly refurbished tennis courts are now open 
which upgrade this area of Mayow Park. Changed from uneven, sloping surfaces to 
modern courts with new nets, they now have smooth surfaces with bright white 
lines. You can now book time on the courts in advance. 
It's been great to see all sorts of people using them since they reopened – from 
enthusiastic amateurs to the virtually professional player.
A local resident shares his love of them: “Since the new tennis courts have been 
completed I’ve used them four or five times. The new surface is a great improvement 
to what was there previously, and looks like it will last longer too. The bounce is now a 
lot more even and without the random bumps it used to have. The installers have done 
an excellent job of the surrounding landscaping too, it looks a lot neater and smarter. I 
like the fact that I can see if a court is booked on my phone and, if it’s free, I can book 
online, easily and simply, and be playing a few minutes later.”

The grand opening
In June Friends of Mayow Park members and lots of locals saw the Mayor of 
Lewisham and representatives of the Lawn Tennis Association (LTA) 
open the courts officially, which was celebrated with the quintessential British 
strawberry cake. 
As part of the opening a prize draw was held and ten lucky people won a greatly 
appreciated year's membership of court use. Congratulations to them.

A big thank you
So it’s thanks to Lewisham Council in partnership with the LTA, the London 

Marathon Charitable Trust and Glendale, from me and my family, the Friends 
of Mayow Park and everyone who will benefit from the great new courts.  

It's a great new asset for the park.  
To book a court visit https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/MayowPark 

               Carol Robinson

Learning about nature
Dacres Wood Nature Reserve is now being used throughout 
the week for children to learn about nature, with visitors coming 
from a nearby Montessori school, the German Church 
kindergarten, and, open to any parent every Tuesday morning, 
the Secret Adventurers’ Club. Starting soon, a group of 
parents, with a commitment to learning in a natural environment, 
will also be using it as a base for all their children’s education.
The income these users bring in has justified investment in more 
boardwalks round the pond, but hopefully this is just the start, with 
improvements to the Field Studies Centre before too long. 
The reserve can be visited freely on the open days run by the 
Friends group 1-4 pm on the last Saturday of each month 
from spring to autumn.
We also help with conservation work, wading in to pull reeds out 
of the pond, and, now thanks to the generous donation of a rubber 
dinghy, we can start to remove the duckweed from the deep end. 
Our volunteer sessions are on the last Tuesday morning of 
each month, but we are also helped by other volunteer groups, 
for example Thames 21 and GoodGym.
This year we have also been putting out a mercury vapour 
moth trap once a month, to get an idea of what species 
are around. 
With the logging of plants and fungi from 2015, and our spring bird 
walks, we are building up a fuller picture of our bio-diversity, and 
welcome others who can help us in this – so please get in touch, 
emailing us on secretary@dacreswood.org.uk
                                                                                    Tim Lund

Transformed tennis courts  
                       in Mayow Park
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De Frene 
Summer Festival

Saturday 19 August 12 – 5pm
An afternoon of fun in the sun for all!

Last year we had our first full festival at our new site,  
and while it was a cracker, we believe this year  

will be even better! 
With a range of exciting activities such as:  

craft and traditional green wood working, have a go zone, 
games, face painting, getting up close and personal  

with the chickens and pond life. 
There will also be lots to take from our plant sale and 

traditional preserves. We will have a wide range of food 
available on the day including pizza, BBQ, crepes, paella, 

and of course tea, coffee and homemade cakes!
Workshops will also be running with topics including gardening 
and health, mindfulness and nature, conservation in the urban 
environment and more.
And finally, some fun and upbeat local bands have been booked and 
are ready to play!

Entrance £4 (or early bird £3 through sydenhamgarden.org.uk)

Green spaces walk
Sunday 24 September

It seems that as Sydenham Garden continues to grow as a charity so 
do the number of fun annual events! 
This year we are introducing a walk through all of our local parks and 
green spaces and we would love anyone interested to join us. This is 
a fundraising walk, so participants are encouraged to find sponsors.
As we are celebrating our 15th birthday as a charity this year, we 
will be walking 15 kilometres (just over nine miles)! There is also a 
halfway meeting point for those who would like to walk a shorter 
distance.  It starts on Sunday 24 September at the resource centre in 
Wynell Road at 12pm and finishes at the resource centre.  
The halfway meeting point is at 2pm in Dulwich Park.
To register your interest in the walk, email info@
sydenhamgarden.org.uk or call the office on 020 8291 1650.

Sydenham Garden
Community Market Garden

Treat yourself by visiting Sydenham Wells Park with its 
fine water play, tennis courts, multi surface court, two 
playgrounds and Green flag award.  Its formal flower 
beds are always a wonderful display of colour, the 
sensory garden with bench in the centre and ponds with 
mallards, moorhens, coots and heron. There are several 
ponds all with wildflowers and wildlife with butterflies, 
bats at dusk and stag beetles during the summer.

In May and June we had a very successful Bat Walk led by 
Daniel Greenwood from the London Wildlife Trust and this 
with our annual plant sale and music from Lark in the 

woods raised over £400 for 
improvements to the park.
Not long ago a new climbing 
frame was installed in the older 
children’s playground, together 
with new fox-proof bins, 
purchased by the Sydenham 
Wells Park Improvement 
Group (SWPIG).
Each Tuesday a Healthy 
Living Walk takes place – 11 
am meet by the pond near the 
Ormanton Road gate.
What’s Cooking, a van 
serving teas and light snacks 
is in the park on most days. 
Unfortunately, the park keeper 
is only in attendance, (due to 

central government cuts) on Fridays, Saturdays and Mondays.
Natures Gym has been in the park several times and on 
two occasions the police cadets helped along with PC Shaun 
Rodway and Peter Okonji. If you wish to join the next session it 
is on 17 August (from 11am - 2 pm) - comfortable shoes and 
gardening gloves are essential and please bring a drink.
The Nature Reserve has over 30 species of birds including 
woodpeckers, song thrushes, blackbirds, finches, tree-creepers, 
sparrows and plenty more.
From Thursday 24 August till Sunday 3 September an 
under 12s funfair will be in the park.

Monika Mitchell, SWPIG, Chair,  
Sydenham Wells Park Improvement Group

Please get in touch - 07803 000 591
- if you would like to join SWPIG

Sydenham Wells Park Improvement Group committee meetings 
are held in the Glendale Maintenance Yard at 4.30pm near Wells 
Park Road gate.
The next meetings will be the AGM Tuesday 26 September 
and Tuesday 14 November.

Sydenham Wells Park news
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Joan Read, an esteemed local historian who worked at  
the Lewisham Local History and Archives Centre in Manor 
House library for many years, died in Leicester on  
8 March at the age of  94.
The daughter of  Harry and Esther Brinklow, Joan was born 
in Sydenham in 1922. Her father, a greengrocer, had a shop 
at 186 Dartmouth Road, at the junction with Kirkdale, 
from about 1920. The family lived above the shop which 
was her childhood home. Unfortunately, the shop was 
converted to flats some years ago. During the war, Harry 
Brinklow closed his shop and the family moved to  
Tannsfeld Road.
On 15 August 1943 Joan married John William (Jack) Read 
and over the next few years they lived at various addresses 
in Sydenham including a pre-fab in Silverdale until, in 
1955, they moved to Ewhurst Road, Brockley, where they 
remained until they moved to Leicester.
In her time, she  gave many talks and led many walks and 
published many invaluable booklets and articles about 
the history of  Lewisham, particularly Sydenham. In 1978 
Joan was appointed Chair of  the Sydenham Society. The 
following year she accepted the role of  President of  the 
Society and continued to be actively involved in the Society 
for another 5 years or so. She was a founder member of  the 
Lewisham Local History Society, which she chaired for a 
number of   years.
Joan took a keen interest in the archives of  the Sydenham 
Society which, at the time, were stored in a small room at 
the top of  Forest Hill Library. Amongst the most interesting 
items in the collection were the many hundreds of  slides 
taken by Joan during the late 1960s. These slides represent  
a comprehensive record of  the whole borough and were 
used by Joan to illustrate her talks. The collection, including 
the slides, is now in the Lewisham Local History and 
Archives Centre.
Her son, Colin, says that Joan enjoyed all aspects of  her 
work, particularly her long and active involvement with the 
Lewisham Local History Society and the Sydenham Society.
	 	 	 	 											Steve	Grindlay

Friends of the Horniman Museum and Gardens                                     

Celebration tea 
21  May 2017

After nearly thirty years of actively supporting and 
fundraising for Horniman Museum and Gardens projects, 
the charity that was the Friends held a celebration tea in 
the museum’s conservatory to acknowledge and recognise 
our past contributions following the recent membership 
scheme mergers.  For me, as the last Friends’ chair, the 
event raised mixed emotions, including sadness that we 
had come to this point, but with a sense of closure in 
bringing our charity to a dignified end. 

My own relationship with the museum goes back to the 
middle 1970s and, when I was first elected chair in 2013, 
it was clear to me that as the Horniman’s position in the 
museum landscape had changed significantly over the past 
25 years, especially in terms of fundraising requirements, 
that I had a responsibility to review the Friends’ raison 
d’etre and our need to evolve to match the museum’s 
new status.  

It is thanks to the work and commitment of my 
predecessors and their continued and successful 
partnership with the museum that enabled me to lead 
current committee members to agree on integrating as 
smoothly as possible the Friends’ membership with the 
Horniman.  And it was the Friends’ good relationship with, 
and genuine love for the museum, that has enabled this to 
happen. We are now proud Friends’ Founder Members of 
the Horniman Museum and Gardens, with a plaque laid at 
the conservatory commemorating us.

The celebration tea was a splendid affair on another 
very hot day in the conservatory with speeches by past 
and current directors of the museum, David Boston and 
Janet Vitmayer, which contained many kind words on the 
Friends’ work and their own continued relationship with 
the Friends. 

The response from the Friends was provided by myself 
and my predecessor as chair, Ann Wallace, and we 
thanked the museum and those Friends past and present 
for their commitment and support to the museum.

Susan Wise
Last Chair of the Friends of  

the Horniman Museum and Gardens.

Joan	Read	(1922-2017)

Joan unveiling a plaque on St Antholin's Church Spire in 1987.
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The library had an exciting weekend on the 15/16 July. On 
Saturday we had the Wash House Poets, courtesy of 
Sydenham Arts, for an afternoon of poetry, music, tap dancing, 
tea and cakes, attended by adults and children. After the 
library had closed, we blacked 
out some of the library windows 
to create a mini cinema for the 
Sunday showing of Paddington 
Bear. Around seventy people of 
all ages watched the film, some 
with excursions into the park 
and breaks for refreshments. A 
suitcase and a jar of marmalade 
appeared in the library, followed 
during the interval by a large and 
very friendly bear who posed for 
photographs in the park. Thanks 
to everyone who helped out, it 
was a grand afternoon.  

Saturday Code Club has restarted, from 12 – 1pm, led by 
Victor and Si. The activities are aimed at 9-11 year olds and 
offer a fun, interactive way to learn about games, animations, 
and programming using languages like Scratch, HTML, 
CSS, Python – you name it!  We also have a couple of BBC 
microbits to play with. The library has computers for free use 
by adults and children, and we offer one-to-one computer 
tuition for adults.

UPCOMING EVENTS
•  On 19 August local author Julie Day will launch her latest 
     children’s book 

•  Our Autumn Fair will be on 9 September

•  We are hosting the Sydenham 
    Society Quiz on 12 September  

•  During fine weather on Tuesdays  
    from 11am – 4pm, we have a pop-
    up shop showcasing the work of 
    local craftspeople including  
    Chris’s Beads and White Sands  
    Home Accessories

•  Adults’ craft sessions sponsored 
    by Sydenham Assembly will return on  
    14 September

•  Little Folks Nursery Rhymes 
    with Cat will return on 14 September  
    at 12.45pm

•  The next meeting of the Friends of the Library is in the library, at 
6.30pm on Thursday 21 September

•  We are planning a clean-up day on Sunday 1 October 
    11am – 4pm, please join us if you can

We are pleased that our book issues and visitor numbers have 
increased since last year. 
The library is a vibrant space used by all ages for a range of activities. 
Please see our website at sydenhamlibrary.wordpress.com 
and Facebook page for Sydenham Community Library  
for up to date details.                                                      Ilse Towler

FROM SYDENHAM COMMUNITY LIBRARY

The V22 Summer Club presents events, performances, screenings and happenings in collaboration with 
invited programming partners and artists, as well as new partners from local areas. 

This year's summer club launches with the start of the summer holidays at Louise House in Dartmouth 
Road and presents a 6 week programme of events, screenings, performances, talks and workshops. 

Much of the programme is free of charge and open to all. Please do drop in on Saturdays or Sundays, 
attend an event, see our space, and take some time out in our garden. 

There will be events every weekend until the end of August. 

Our programme has three main strands, here are some examples of each:

Performance, screenings and talks our programme has been created through our open call for 
proposals. V22 will host events from individuals and organisations and these will range from sound 
performances from local publishers - Calling Cards Publishing - and record label Apologies in Advance, 
to multi-media installations from artists Appau Junior Boakye-Yiadom and Rachel Emily Taylor. Enter the 
Basecamp on the last weekend with artists Kelly Large and Flora Parrott. 

Community we will have sessions from local users of the community studio. Jono Podomore will lead a 
Tai Chi taster session followed by a demonstration. You can relax with Amanda’s Iyengar Yoga class or join 
local fashion designer Karen Arthur in her upcycled textiles workshops. 

Family Sundays have been programmed with family workshops for all ages. Create a unique story 
play world with illustrator Karen Wall, build a bug hotel for the garden, or experiment with artist Sandra 
Keating’s drawing inspired by objects sourced from the garden. 

Please check the website for details and further information for events. We hope you will join us. 

www.v22collection.com     @V22Louise_House    #V22summerclub

Louise House, Dartmouth Road, SE23 3HZ

SUMMER 
CLUB
UNTIL 27AUG 2017

OPENING TIMES
SATURDAY 12-9PM

SUNDAY 12-6PM
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NEWS FROM

WINTER 2017

 With the end of the summer comes  
the close of the Horniman’s vibrant  

Indian Summer season celebrating the diversity  
and influence of South Asian music. 

The season concludes on Sunday 3 September  
with the Horniman Mela, a fun day of performances 

and activities inspired by popular South Asian 
festivals and celebratory traditions, culminating  

in a spectacular gathering to recreate a  
Holi festival colour throw.

If you’d like to be reminded of the warmth and colour of 
summer be sure to visit our beautiful new Butterfly House 
which is home to a stunning array of exotic species from 
around the world, free-flying in a wonderful tropical garden 
showcasing more than 60 plant species commonly found in 
tropical butterflies’ native habitats. There is also a new shop 
selling a range of butterfly-inspired gifts. 
Tickets to the Butterfly House can be booked online at 
horniman.ac.uk/butterflyhouse. Entry is free for Horniman 
members and benefactors but they will need to book tickets 
in advance. 
From a butterfly house to open house, the Horniman is once 
again taking part in Open House London, the capital’s 
largest annual festival of architecture and design. 
On Saturday 16 September, the Horniman’s Estates 
Manager, Tim Hopkins, will give a unique insight into 
the work required to successfully maintain the Horniman’s 
many buildings.Tickets are free, but booking is essential at 
horniman.ac.uk.
The Horniman Halloween Fair promises a weekend of 
fiendish fun on Saturday 28 and Sunday 29 October. From an 
arts and crafts market and fabulous food stalls to a Halloween 
trail, creepy creatures and face painting, there’s also the 
opportunity to get creative at family craft activities and join us 
dressed up in your favourite Halloween costume.
Sunday 29 October is also the last chance to see our popular 
family-friendly exhibition The Robot Zoo, home to animals 
recreated in larger-than-life robot form to show their inner 
workings. To discover how chameleons change colour, what 
makes grasshoppers leap so high, whether a giant squid is jet-
propelled and more, pay us a visit before the exhibition ends.
Work on our new World Gallery is progressing and back 
in July we embraced technology to help raise funds towards 
its creation, becoming one of the first UK museums to offer 
contactless donations. 

If you would like to help, you can donate 
£1 via a contactless reader in the Museum,  

text ‘HORN17 £5’ to 70070 to donate £5 
or give online at horniman.ac.uk/worldgallery. 
The next phase of our public fundraising campaign  

will be revealed this autumn. 
www.horniman.ac.uk.

Dulwich Picture Gallery
Tove Jansson
25 October – 25 January

Dulwich Picture Gallery presents the first 
major UK retrospective of work by one of 
the most celebrated illustrators of the 20th 
century, Tove Jansson (1914-2001). Known 
internationally as creator of the Moomin 
characters and books, a phenomenon which 
continues to stretch across generations, 

Jansson’s wider outputs of graphic illustration and painting are relatively 
unseen outside her home country of Finland.

Bringing together 
150 works will 
reintroduce 
Jansson as an artist 
of exceptional 
breadth and talent, 
tracing key stages 
of her prolific 
career including 
her 1930’s surrealist-inspired paintings and abstract work of the 
‘60s, her satirical anti-war cartoons and book jacket designs, and a 
comprehensive display of early sketches for the Moomin characters and 
original comic strips.

The exhibition opens with Jansson’s self-portraits, landscapes and 
still-lifes, many of which have never been seen before in the UK.  
Although Jansson worked with different media throughout her life, she 
considered herself a painter. Works such as Mysterious Landscape, 
1930s, reveal her early fascination with storytelling and colour whilst 
self-portraits painted during the 1930s and ‘40s interpret the emotional 
climate of the different stages 
of her life. The Smoking 
Girl, 1940, shows Jansson 
as defiant and challenging, 
whilst two years later in Lynx 
Boa (Self Portrait), 1942, 
the expression is softer and 
calmer, yet full of courage and 
self-esteem. 

At the age of 15, her already 
formidable talent for caricature 
caught the attention of the 
liberal political satire magazine, Garm, and she went on to draw more 
than 500 caricatures and 100 cover images for them. In contrast, 
Jansson captured the ravages of war in her illustrations, employing 
them to such an extent that the political cartoons she published openly 
under her own name were quite daring. A display of these reveal her 
boldness and staunch opposition to war, fascism and totalitarianism. 

Illustrating for Garm provided Jansson with experimental space to 
introduce the first resemblance of Moomintroll who appeared as the 
long snouted troll, Snork, in 1943. 

The Moomin characters brought together Jansson’s gifts as an artist with 
her fluency as a writer. She began writing stories about the Moomins 
during the war. As early as the 1930s she had drawn Moomin-like 
figures that were black and thin, with red eyes, whilst the Moomins we 
know today are rounder and friendlier in appearance. On display are 
original book illustrations for the series along with comic strips for the 
Finnish magazine, Ny Tid.

c
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Annual cost of membership
Individual (includes partner)  £6.00 per year
Senior citizen (includes partner) £5.00 per year
Postal member (includes partner) £8.50/£7.50 per year

Name of your bank/building society 

Address of your bank/building society 

Account number  Sort code 

Signed 

Your name (please print) 

Please pay the Sydenham Society (Lloyds Bank plc, Sydenham Branch, 
Sort Code 30-98-42, Account no. 00524410) the sum of £8.50/£7.50/£6/£5  
(please delete as appropriate) on 5 January each year until further notice.   
This replaces any standing order in favour of the ‘Sydenham Society’.

Bank details for The Sydenham Society standing order
Name 

Address  

 Post code 

Tel day  Tel eve 

Email 

Renewal is due in January.  Postal members are those resident outside 
SE23 and SE26 post codes. Subscriptions can be paid by cheque or 
standing order.  Please make cheques payable to The Sydenham Society.

SYDENHAM SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM

!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Please return to: Roger Feather, 71 Hall Drive, Sydenham, London SE26 6XL   Tel: 020 8778 4318   Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com

September screening:  
Notes on Blindness 
(Peter Middleton-James Spinney, UK, 2016, 90mins) + Q&A 
When: 7:30pm, Thursday 28 September
Where: The Sydenham Centre, 44a Sydenham Road 
Tickets: £5

Featuring the original audio recordings of writer and 
theologian John Hull during his dramatic journey 
towards blindness, this multiple BAFTA-nominated 
film brilliantly uses actors to re-enact Hull’s process of 
coping and acceptance of his condition and its effect 
on his family. The screening features a Heightened 
Soundtrack for people with visual impairments and will 
be followed by a Q&A with filmmakers, Peter Middleton 
and James Spinney.   

October screening: Billy Liar 
(John Schlesinger, UK, 1963, 98mins)
When: 7:30pm, Thursday 26 October Where: The 
Sydenham Centre, 44a Sydenham Road Tickets:  £5

Based on Keith Waterhouse’s novel and his and Willis 
Hall’s play adaptation, this bittersweet dramedy is one 
of Britain’s most beloved and celebrated, produced 
within the Free Cinema/Angry Young Man literary and 
cinematic movements (also known as kitchen-sink 
dramas). Tom Courtenay stars as the young man who 
daydreams of his utopian nation of Ambrosia, his way 
of total escapism from his grim, monotonous life in 
working-class Northern England, while Julie Christie, 
in her debut, plays the girl of his dreams. An absolute 
British classic and a delight of a film!  

AUTUMN 
SCREENINGS

To find out more please visit our website, Facebook and Instagram pages on:  
www.sydenhamfilmclub.org     www.facebook.com/sydenhamfilmclub     www.instagram.com/sydenhamfilmclub

www.sydenhamfilmclub.org 

A pop-up cinema, every last Thursday of the month.

New copy editor 
WANTED

Emma Malinder writes: After four years of editing the 
brilliant articles sent in for inclusion in the Sydenham 

Society Newsletter, I am sorry I have to step down to 
focus on work and study. 

It has been such a pleasure working with the  
newsletter team and being a part of creating such a 

vibrant local resource. 
This means that the team is now looking for a new 

copy editor - could that be you? 
It requires around three hours of editing and an hour or 
two of proof reading once a quarter, plus the occasional 

fun evening out with the team! 
If you are interested in copy editing, have an eye for 
a misplaced apostrophe or misspelt word and fancy 
giving something back to the local community, then I 

would highly recommend volunteering with the team. 
Contact Pat Trembath on  
pattrembath@gmail.com 

(Ed: we are sorry to see you go, Emma. Thanks so much  
for your greatly appreciated input over the years)

Quiz Nite at Sydenham Community Library
Tuesday 12 September, 7.30pm 
The Sydenham Society’s popular general knowledge Quiz Nite returns 
to a new venue in the Sydenham Community Library.
Teams of 4-6 people are invited to apply for tables (there are 12 
tables). Entrance is £2 per person and we will hold a raffle. Proceeds 
from the evening will go to Friends of Sydenham Community Library. 
Please contact Pat (pattrembath@gmail.com) if you wish to reserve 
a table. You are welcome to take part without a full team, as we will  
do our best to accommodate smaller groups, but please register with 
Pat in advance.

St Paul’s Cathedral guided tour 
Wednesday 18 October, 10.45am 
Entrance to the Cathedral and included 
guided tour lasting about 1½ hours costs 
£14 and will need to be paid for by 11 
October.  
Please register your interest in this visit 
with Jackie (jacquelinealdridge@gmail.
com) or Pat (pattrembath@gmail.com)

National Army Museum visit
Friday 3 November
Visit the National Army Museum 
and view the results of its recent 
refurbishment (£21m) and re-display 
with, our guide, a retired member of staff 
who worked there for over 35 years.  

The museum covers the history of the Land Forces of the Crown 
at home and overseas during the last 500 years and focuses on the 
army's role in society and its impact on our history. Please register your 
interest in the visit with Jan (jncbrooklyn@yahoo.co.uk)

Charles Dickens Museum visit 
Friday 8 December (early notice). The postponed July visit has been re-
arranged. Full details in our winter newsletter.

Local assemblies
Sydenham  Tuesday 5 September, 7–9pm at the Sydenham Centre
Forest Hill  Saturday 2 September, 2pm at a venue to be 
decided. 
Perry Vale  Thursday 2 November, 7pm at Kilmorie School. 



A warm welcome to the following new members

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

SYDENHAM SOCIETY
NEWS

www.sydenhamsociety.com
Covering all aspects of local community matters    Member of the London Forum    Member of Civic Voice

Members are reminded that subscriptions for 2017 are now due. If you are unsure whether you have paid for this year please let me know. Many thanks, 
Roger Feather, Treasurer, 71 Hall Drive SE26 6XL Tel: 020 8778 4318 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com
Membership cards We agreed at the 2015 AGM that to lower costs we will only issue membership cards when you pay your subscription in cash or if you send us 
a self addressed envelope. We will also issue you a membership card to support your National Trust free entry voucher if you send in an SAE. 

Chris Brody
Sandra Crofton
Rachel d’Cruze

Richard Dilks
Rosie Grundy
Susan Hodkin

Mrs Rose K Hughes
Cara Kemlo
Pippa Moss
Francesco Nicosia

Patricia O’Hara
Chiara Petrone
Kerri Sharp

Daniel Sutherland
Annie Wong
Liam Worboys

There are so many people to thank for making Summer & Sydenham 
possible. First, Bruce Harrison and the Artists Trail team for bringing 
stunning visual art to Sydenham and to our lead sponsor, Property World 
and also Hexagon Housing for continuing to believe in us. Thanks also to 
our supporters: the Sydenham Society, Bob’s Wines, Well Being, Brown 
& Green Cafe, Sydenham Tennis Club, Gems Performing Arts, Kirkdale 
Bookshop, Sydenham Community Library and Ignition Beer.  
To our fantastic artists, Deanna Rodger, Four Femmes on the Thames, 
Step Lively, Foxtots Bops, Gems Performing Arts, Harriet Eaves 
and Yamile, Bryony Twydle, Marinade of the Ancient Rhymers, Boo 
Hewerdine, Markus Michelucci and Nathan Persad and our final sell out 
show, Ayesha Hazarika MBE.  
Special thanks go to Glenn Bayes, our sound engineer, to Kat Wczesniak, 
our Volunteers Manager, and to our wonderful volunteers, to Mags Proud, 
our administrator, and to Mike Coates in finance. Thanks also go to our 
trustees who have supported me throughout and shown great faith in the 
programme and delivery of the festival.

And, finally to you, our audience, who have come to not one, not two but 
sometimes three and four events. It has been a pleasure to bring you the 
summer programme. Your continued support will keep Sydenham Arts 
thriving - thank you so much. 
During August we are taking our foot off the gas after two back to back 
festivals (Sydenham Lens and Summer & Sydenham 2017) and will be 
enjoying a much needed break.  
Our autumn programme begins on Thursday 5 October when we return 
to our partnership with the Dolphin Pub on Sydenham Road.  Ambient 
music in your local pub starting on Thursday 5 October, with a Christmas 
gig planned for 7 December.  Plans are afoot for a special Christmas 
concert at the Sydenham Centre too, suitable for all ages.  
Lastly, Friday 26 January brings the return of our successful Jah Burns 
Fundraiser.  Join us for our live Ceilidh, Burns’ Tam O’Shanter, poetry, 
music and buffet supper (Haggis & Neeps, Brown Down Chicken Stew, 
Rice & Peas).  Keep up to date with our progamme via our website 
sydenhamarts.co.uk/whats-on 

Rachel D’Cruze, Managing Director, Sydenham Arts

Wow what a great festival!  Thank you so much for supporting us.

Main photograph John Russell. L-R  Mohua Das, Mark Drinkwater, John Russell, Mohua Das, Mohua Das.


