
Apart from requesting a 
licence to sell alcohol between 
the hours of 10am-midnight, 
Monday to Sunday, the 
application includes a catch-all 
clause for activities which can 
take place within the premises 
These may include the 
performance of plays, films, 
indoor sporting events, and 
live and recorded music.
Obviously, there is still some 
way to go. The building, which 
is still very much a shell, needs 
to be fitted out and it is likely 
that an attractive wooden 
conservatory (which was part 

of the planning permission) will grace the western elevation and provide 
extra floor space.
With a fair wind, the pub will be open for trading by late summer. The 
Sydenham Society welcomes this turn of events - after 10 long years it 
looks as though The Greyhound pub will once again be up and running, 
helping to breathe new life into the community here in Sydenham.

Your neighbourhood voice
www.sydenhamsociety.com
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SYDENHAM SOCIETY
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On 30 January, two large  
estate agents boards were fixed  
to the front and side elevations of  
The Greyhound bearing the  
long-awaited news that the  
pub was SOLD! 

Another milestone in the  
history of Sydenham’s newest 
(and oldest) building has finally 
been passed.

Currently the building is unlicensed  
although its designation is as a public house. 
An application for a licence to sell alcohol was 
submitted to Lewisham Council at the end of December.
We understand that the purchaser is an experienced pub operator who 
owns a number of exciting pubs in the south of England, all serving food.
The deadline for any comments to Lewisham’s licensing department  
was 7 February. The decision on the application should be known in  
about four weeks.

Sydenham Community Library

Friends of Baxter Field

Syd Soc AGM & Accounts Friends of Hillcrest WoodReview of the year

Vanessa Bell exhibition 15 years of Sydenham Garden

Welcome progress, at last!

The Greyhound

A reminder of what the pub looked like in 1985
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The deadl ine for  art ic les  for  the next  newsletter  wi l l  be  Friday 28 Apri l  2017

London  
Assembly
At the recent visit by 
Sydenham Society 
members to City Hall,  
our Assembly Member,  
Len Duvall, brought 
Mayor Sadiq Khan 
across the Chamber and 
introduced us to him 
referring to us as members 
of the Sydenham Mafia, a 
badge we are content  
to wear…!

LOCAL MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
Jim Dowd MP for Lewisham West and Penge
Helen Hayes MP for Dulwich and Upper Norwood
c/o House of Commons London SW1A 0AA

LEWISHAM ASSEMBLY MEMBER
Len Duvall OBE AM
c/o City Hall, The Queen's Walk, London SE1 2AA

LEWISHAM COUNCILLORS
Civic Suite Lewisham Town Hall Catford SE6 4RU
020 8314 6000
Bellingham Ward
Alan Hall    Sue Hordijenko    Jacq Paschoud
Forest Hill Ward
Peter Bernards    Maja Hilton    Paul Upex
Perry Vale Ward
John Paschoud    Alan Till    Susan Wise
Sydenham Ward
Chris Best    Liam Curran    Rachel Onikosi

BROMLEY COUNCILLORS
Bromley Civic Centre Stockwell Close BR1 3UH
020 8464 3333
Crystal Palace Ward
Angela Wilkins    Richard Williams

Penge and Cator Ward
Katherine Bance    Kevin Brooks   Peter Fookes

SOUTHWARK COUNCILLORS
Town Hall Peckham Road SE5 8UB
020 7525 5000
College Ward
Jon Hartley    Catherine Rose    Andy Simmons

Community police teams
Community Police contact non-emergency numbers for 
Lewisham have all changed to 0300 123 1212
In an emergency dial 999
For non-urgent police matters dial 101
For environmental noise nuisance call:
Lewisham Council   020 8314 6000
Bromley Council     020 8464 3333
Southwark Council  020 7525 5000

YO U R  LO C A L LY  E L E C T E D  O F F I C A L SS Y D E N H A M  S O C I E T Y  C O N TAC T S

O T H E R  C O N TAC T S

The Sydenham Society is an independent group representing the interests of local 
residents. Sydenham Society News is non-partisan, non-political and non-commercial.  

Chair  
Annabel McLaren
chair@sydenhamsociety.com
Treasurer & Membership
Roger Feather
membership@sydenhamsociety.com
020 8778 4318
Newsletter Editor
Pat Trembath
news@sydenhamsociety.com 
020 8659 4903
Newsletter Design & Layout
Jody Howard-McLeish
news@sydenhamsociety.com
Newsletter Copy Editor
Emma Mallinder 
Newsletter Distribution
Pat Trembath
020 8659 4903

Conservation & Planning
Barbara Kern 
conservation@sydenhamsociety.com
Events
Jackie Aldridge
020 8778 5455 
jacquelinealdridge@gmail.com
Roads & Transport
Ilse Towler
iandj.towler@btinternet.com
020 8778 3743
Local History
Steve Grindlay
localhistory@sydenhamsociety.com
020 8699 6398
Contact address for post
Sydenham Society
35 Bishopsthorpe Road
Sydenham
SE26 4PA

If there is something you would like the society to tell everybody, or a local issue you 
feel strongly about, please send your article, maximum 300 words, to the editor. 
Sydenham Society News is read by many local residents, old and new,  
so please spell out all acronyms and explain anything that a newcomer  
might not understand. 
All articles are subject to editing by the Editorial Team.
Email your article to the Editorial Team at:
news@sydenhamsociety.com or send hard copy to
97 Longton Grove SE26 6QQ.

Disclaimer The views expressed in articles are those of named contributors and 
should not be regarded as statements of policy of the Sydenham Society.

Keep informed about news and events in SE26 – sign up for the Sydenham Society 
eNewsletter by visiting

www.sydenhamsociety.com 
Send us your email address and you’ll be sent our regular eNewsletter packed 
with local news and information about what’s going on in Sydenham and the 
surrounding area.

A R T I C L E S  P L E A S E !

E - N E W S L E T T E R

Photograph - Philip Pound
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For London Wildlife Trust (LWT),  
2016 has been their biggest year for events  

in over a decade at Sydenham Hill and  
Dulwich Woods with a massive  

1,600 attendees joining to learn about birds, 
trees and the cultural history of the  

Great North Wood and helping  
to raise £1,500 for wildlife. 

LWT are also making progress in their aims to conserve 
wildlife, not just in Sydenham Hill Wood, but in the 
surrounding area as well. 

In November they signed a 25 year lease with the 
Dulwich Estate to take on Beechgrove, the final piece 
in the Victorian jigsaw puzzle of the woods, bringing the old 
mansion grounds into the remit of the 34 year old nature 
reserve.

Further to this they have submitted a Great North 
Wood project bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund 
which, if successful, will unlock a massive funding boost 
in undertaking conservation management in more of the 
Great North Wood’s remnant woodlands such as Dulwich 
Wood, Hillcrest Wood, Beaulieu Heights and Streatham 
Common. The result of their bid will be known this 
coming March.

More relevant to those walking in Sydenham Hill Wood 
will be the completion of the path enhancement works 
on Lapsewood Walk. Thanks to a grant from Southwark 
Council’s Cleaner, Greener, Safer fund, the path has 
been rebuilt and will no longer be so muddy in the winter 
months.

As for the most important visitors to Sydenham Hill Wood, 
in September juvenile hobbies were seen flying over the 
main glade, meaning that these rare breeding birds have 

nested in the Dulwich Wood complex 
in 2015 and 2016. It is amazing to 
think that they will spend Christmas in 
western or southern Africa and be back 
to south London in June.

For 2017 events visit 

www.wildlondon.org.uk

From the London 
Wildlife Trust

From the London 
Wildlife Trust

Last December, at very short notice,  
Lewisham Homes invited local people  
to a 4 hour consultation on their plans  
to build new housing on Hillcrest Estate. 
Talking to the consultants it became clear that they 
were unaware that Hillcrest Wood and surrounding 
area are designated as a Site of Important Nature 
Conservation (SINC) and they were equally unaware of 
the London Wildlife Trust’s involvement in the area, nor 
had they sought information from the environmentalists 
at Lewisham Council about the trees or the natural 
underground water courses. 

The remnant of this part of the Great North Wood (once 
known as Westwood) hugs the portal of the old railway line 
from Nunhead to Crystal Palace, which closed in 1954.  It 
is dominated by old oaks and hornbeam and the old railway 
tunnels at each end of the estate are recognised bat roosts.

Concerned about the threat of further housing on wildlife 
habitats within the Hillcrest Estate (which is tucked away 
between the top of Wells Park Road and Westwood Hill, 
just beneath Sydenham Hill) a newly formed group of local 
residents of Upper Sydenham, the Friends of Hillcrest 
Wood, has been formed to ensure that any planning 
application for new housing on the estate is sensitive to the 
importance of this particular area.

For information about the Friends of Hillcrest Wood please 
contact info@ramonametcalfe.com 

Friends of 
Hillcrest Wood 
A new group is formed
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Our first assembly of 2017 took place on Thursday 19 
January at the Forest Hill Methodist Church. Despite the 
very cold evening, we had a good turnout of longstanding 
and new visitors to hear topical presentations and updates 
on Perry Vale issues.

Helpful guidance on getting the most from your IT was presented by 
Damien Griffiths of Catbytes/Techy Teas, who specialises in teaching 
older residents how to use IT. Damien holds weekly Techy Teas at 
Ewart Road Clubhouse, St. Mauritius House; he has visited Seniors 
and plans Techy Teas at the Ackroyd Centre. 

The sessions are well received and older residents welcome using the 
internet to keep in touch with family, make new friends, share stories 
and learn about their local community.

A presentation by Rob Owen followed with the Forest Hill Society’s 
proposal to introduce a one way system at the Perry Vale Triangle. 
This new road usage scheme has been met with support by both local 
residents and businesses. Discussions with Lewisham Highways are 
underway for a 2017 pilot project. More information on this proposal 
can be found at the Society’s website.

Following Rob, we heard from 20’s Plenty for Us, London Campaign 
Co-ordinator, Jeremy Leach, who presented the case for 20mph to 

be the standard road speed on inner city roads. London Mayor, Sadiq 
Khan, and Val Shawcross, Khan’s head of TfL, support the campaign 
and plan to fit mandatory speed limiters on all new London buses. 
The campaign’s premise is obvious, 20mph is safer than 30mph and 
has police support. Find the campaign at www.20splentyforus.org.uk

Our Safer Neighbourhood Team PC, Richard Bailey, informed 
assembly members of the new ward policing structure of one 
sergeant, two dedicated ward officers and one PCSO. Richard also 
reminded residents of the SNT regular ward panel meetings and to 
continue to check and lock garden sheds after a spate of break-ins.

Rounding off the assembly was Dacres Wood Nature Reserve’s  
Tim Lund who fed back on how they had spent their Perry Vale 
project fund on a new bridge for the reserve’s pond. 

Perry Vale councillors annually rotate the position of assembly chair, 
and I shall be chair for the 2017/18 assemblies. At the moment, I am 
at the programme planning stage, however I am pleased that my idea 
of an assembly in our ward’s much loved Mayow Park will continue, 
with the third one planned for this summer.

Susan Wise
Councillor for Perry Vale Ward  
Email cllr_susan.wise@lewisham.gov.uk  
Telephone 020 8699 6520

Perry Vale Assembly 

The next Sydenham Assembly will be 
on Tuesday 7 March starting at 7pm  
at the Sydenham Centre,  
44a Sydenham Road, SE26 5QF.  

We want to get YOUR views on 
making Sydenham an even better  
place to live, work and learn so we  
have an online survey –
YOUR Sydenham survey. 

Go to   
www.allcounted.com/s?did=qldmu68t1mtjz

The results from this online survey will be published and 
discussed at the assembly meeting.

YOU are vital in shaping our plans at the round-table conversations to 
agree practical steps to improve Sydenham. 

The table topics will include the high street, parks, youth activities, 
caring for older people, planning, transport, parking, housing, fly tipping/
posting, crime, the arts and other issues from the survey. 

We will allocate people to lead each topic and feed back at the end of 
the conversations.

We will then review our current top five priorities which are:

1.  Bringing our community together 

2.  Health and well-being

3.  Vibrant high street 

4.  Cleaner streets, environment and ecology

5.  Crime and community safety

and decide on the priorities for 2017 with agreed actions. 

Some of the actions may need starter funding from the £12,500 

Make your  
views count!

Sydenham Assembly Fund for 2017/18. As a reminder, at the last 
meeting we agreed the following for 2016/17:

•  SHP (single homeless project)  
    Farnborough House – improvements to basement: £1,200

•  Action on hearing loss –  
    Hear to Help sessions at Sydenham Community Library: £1,200

•  Friends of Sydenham Library – crafts for adults sessions: £1,800

•  Carers Lewisham – Carers Girls Club: £2,000

•  Sydenham Community Library – Rhyme Time for under 5s: £411

•  Sydenham Garden – improving the entrance path: £1,300

•  Sydenham Arts – Sydenham Lens: £1,000

•  Jimmy Asher Foundation –  
    Fighting Fit boxing sessions at TNG: £1,200

•  SEE3 Portas Pilot – High Street Happenings for 2107: £2,000

•  Christmas 2017 in the high street: £389

I look forward to hearing your views and welcoming you to  
the assembly.  
Chris Best
Councillor for Sydenham Ward  
and Chair of the Sydenham Town Centre Steering Group and SEE3 
Telephone 020 8676 9516      
Twitter @chrisbestuk  Email cllr_chris.best@lewisham.gov.uk   
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There won’t be many local people who 
haven’t walked around Crystal Palace Park  
and taken in the view of the Dinosaur Court 
based in and around the park lake. 

But how much is known about the sculptures?

Fascination with dinosaurs began when the remains 
of their actual prehistoric forbears were being 
discovered in the mid 19th century. The models in 
Crystal Palace Park (now known to be inaccurate) 
were created in 1853 by Benjamin Waterhouse 
Hawkins using the then cutting edge science 
theories available at that time. The largest, the 
Iguanadon, famously hosted an 1853 New 
Year’s feast in its concrete mould during its 
construction. This was the site of the first 
dinosaur sculptures in the world, which 
formed part of the wondrous park landscape 
for the new Crystal Palace at Sydenham, 
which was opened in June 1854 by Victoria 
and Albert following the success of the earlier 
Crystal Palace Great Exhibition in 1851 in 
Hyde Park.

In 1973 they were listed as Grade 2 
structures.  After nearly 150 years spent in 
all weathers they were extensively restored 
in 2002 and upgraded to Grade 1 in 2007, 
ranking alongside Stonehenge and Buckingham Palace in international, architectural and 
historical importance.

The models represent fifteen species of extinct animals, not all of them dinosaurs. They 
are from a wide range of geological ages and include true dinosaurs, ichthyosaurs and 
plesiosaurs as well as some mammals.

Further restoration of the iguanadons was carried out in late 2015 under a planned 
programme of work. Phase two, just completed, has resulted in two plesiosaurus, 
two teleosaurus, two ichthyosaurs and one mosasaur being restored by Skillington 
Workshop, Lincolnshire. 

Conserving the Grade 1 listed dinosaurs is expensive and fundraising has already begun, 
with £800,000 needed to restore the remaining 21 sculptures.

Pat Trembath

Crystal 
Palace 
dinosaurs

Rail devolution must focus on passengers and politics must 
be taken out of the debate. Evidence shows that if we 
devolve the railway service to Transport for London (TfL), 
we could ensure the right investment goes into delivering 
more frequent, reliable services. 

Politicians of every creed have agreed with the evidence, 
which makes the government’s recent decision to back 
away from rail devolution disappointing.

We need to change their minds if we are to give passengers 
a better experience.

Improving railway performance by handing over the reins to the 
London Mayor is an achievable feat, which history has shown. The 
North London Line was amongst the worst performing services in 
the country before Transport for London took control in 2007 and 
rebranded it as London Overground. In 2015 TfL Rail replaced some 
West Anglia services running to and from the capital, increasing the 
number of carriages and reliability of services. 

These takeovers by TfL have paid off, shown by recent public 
performance measurements from Network Rail showing that TfL Rail 
is in first place, with London Overground second. 

Whilst TfL have demonstrated how to run good performing services, 
the government has at times done the opposite. Passengers on 
Southern Rail (which is amongst the worst performing services in the 
country) will testify to a bad service. Even when you set aside the 

strikes (which caused chaos and misery), paying passengers are still left 
with late, unreliable and overcrowded services. 

Passengers who use this service to get them to work, school or 
college have been subjected to commuter chaos and it is taking a toll. 
Some passengers have even said they may have to leave their jobs as 
a result. It is a problem that we must rectify quickly.

Rail devolution has cross-party support in the London Assembly and 
beyond. Mayor Khan is fighting for this service to be handed over in 
order to make Londoners’ lives easier. Yet Transport Secretary Chris 
Grayling has blocked plans despite his predecessor Patrick McLoughlin 
saying devolution would put passengers “at the heart of the rail 
network”. Furthermore, it was discovered in a leaked letter to the 
then Mayor Boris Johnson, that Mr Grayling said he wanted to keep 
rail services “out of the clutches” of a Labour Mayor. His political point 
scoring has side-lined the needs of passengers. Even Bromley MP 
Bob Neill says Mr Grayling “acted for party political reasons”. Sadly 
not everyone is willing to hold their ground and we risk seeing the 
consensus ebb away. 

There is no denying that the franchising process is inept and needs 
reform, but it should then be put into the hands of TfL to manage the 
process for suburban routes. That forms the most obvious, sensible 
and cost-effective option. The Prime Minister must step in to prevent 
the Transport Secretary running roughshod over the needs of London 
commuters and to offer some light at the end of the tunnel for 
passengers.

Len Duvall OBE  Assembly Member for Greenwich and Lewisham

Let’s take the politics out of rail devolution
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SYDENHAM SOCIETY
REVIEW OF THE YEAR

A LOOK BACK ON 2016

Sydenham Society 
Chair Annabel 
McLaren reflects on  
a year of rapid change 
in SE26
It’s very easy to look back 
after yet another busy year 
and think that nothing much 
has changed. After all, we 
are grappling with many of 
the same issues (transport, 
planning and the high street) 
that we have dealt with in 
the past. But, of course, 
things are changing, and 
more quickly and profoundly 
than at any time in the last 
20 or 30 years. 

Like most of London, Sydenham is undergoing rapid alterations in 
the make up of its population. You only have to look around you 
in the parks, or see the way in which most local junior schools (St 
Philp Neri is the latest) are being rebuilt to realise that many young 
families are making their homes in Sydenham. This is great news, 
as we need new blood in our community. 

But there’s a downside. Many people can’t afford the increased 
rents in SE26 and buying their own home is an impossible dream 
as house prices in our area zoom upwards. 

It’s for this reason that the Society is opposed to out of town retail 
developments which use up precious land. 

We are now faced with a proposal to demolish the gas holders at 

Bell Green and replace them with an Aldi supermarket. This at a 
time when there’s a lack of housing and a need to provide more 
school places.

The Sydenham Society has joined with local residents’ groups to 
oppose this proposal. 

We are not against growth (after all, the Society persuaded the 
local authority in 2006 to change the planning designation of parts 
of the Bell Green site so that new housing could be built there). 
But we are against the development of retail space at the expense 
of housing and other community uses. 

We stand for the development of local high streets and the 
provision of good quality affordable housing for all. 

Sydenham is a great place to live - let’s keep it that way. 
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Some prominent sites along Sydenham Road continue to keep 
us busy – notably, 22a-24 Sydenham Road where marketing has 
begun. The scheme (named Arden Court) consists of 19 two- 
and three-bedroom residential units and will be completed in the 
autumn. The owner is currently exploring possibilities for the large 
retail unit to the front.

Regent House, to the rear of Cobbs, is the subject of an 
application to convert the existing office space to 14 studio flats. 
This application has been submitted under recent government 
legislation which allows for the conversion of offices to residential 
units without the developer having to submit a planning application. 

The Sydenham Society has put in a strong objection to this 
proposal, as in our view this important building merits a full 
application and historical report. In addition, the proposed studio 
flats fall well below the residential space standards required by the 
London Plan. 

At 138 Sydenham Road (opposite the Hexagon building), a 
scheme to demolish the existing building and erect a block 
consisting of six flats and two houses at the end of Knighton Park 
Road was refused in August. Councillors rejected the proposal 
on the grounds that the block was “incompatible with the existing 
streetscene” and would cause problems of overlooking. 

The developer has now lodged an appeal and has also submitted a 
new, slightly revised scheme. 

The site of the former O’Rourke’s building firm now looks very 
sad with the remains of the partly demolished 1930s frontage 
building presenting an ugly façade to the high street. A scheme to 
develop the site was refused in April on the grounds that the rear 
block would overlook Hillmore Grove and the front elevation 
would have a detrimental impact on the streetscene. As we go to 
press we await a further application for this site.

In and around Kirkdale attempts to retain our pubs continue.  
The Talma in Wells Park Road remains closed and is the subject 
of an appeal and a new planning application has been lodged to 
demolish The Windmill and replace it with a block containing flats 
above and a bar on the ground floor. At 109-111 Kirkdale there is 
a proposal to demolish the existing historic shops and replace them 
with a new block. The Society is lodging a strong objection on the 
grounds that the development is overbearing, and that an attempt 
should be made to preserve the last of the 19th century frontages 
on the east side of Kirkdale, which was Sydenham’s original  
high street.

Many people may be wondering what is happening at 96a 
Sydenham Road, the Connaught Leisure amusement arcade. A 
scheme to extend the existing warehouse was approved and five 
flats will be provided, with an office on the ground floor.  
The rebuilt premises will fit in well with the neighbouring terrace 
and a courtyard in the centre will provide amenity space for the 
new residents. 

CONSERVATION & PLANNING

ROADS & TRANSPORT

Two thirds of the sparkling new London Bridge station was 
unveiled in 2016, restoring the link between London Bridge and 
Charing Cross. But state-of-the-art stations need functioning train 
services to operate, and with Southern we certainly don’t get that. 

Even when the service was not dogged by disputes, Southern 
trains were subject to multiple delays and cancellations. Hats off to 
our Vice-President and MP, Jim Dowd, for playing a leading part in 
forcing Southern to repay one month’s travel costs to season ticket 
holders. But what passengers want is a functioning rail system,  
not compensation.

The Society has responded to the recent consultation on future 
rail services. We have met Jim Dowd and representatives of GTR 
(Govia Thameslink Railway) twice at Lewisham’s Transport Liaison 
Committee to press the case for the retention of our services to 
East Croydon (rather than West Croydon), and we’ll continue to 

raise this issue with GTR at every opportunity.

Good news elsewhere for train travellers. On the Overground an 
extra two trains will be introduced to and from Crystal Palace giving 
a service of 10 Overground trains per hour in each direction. 

And there is better news on future train overcrowding, as the 
Office of Rail & Road (which produces statistics on rail use annually) 
has reported that passenger numbers at all stations between 
Sydenham and New Cross Gate have fallen slightly for the first 
time in over 10 years. 

The vital 450 bus route which runs from Bell Green to Crystal 
Palace has introduced a greatly improved timetable. 

However, we have had less success with the campaign to 
introduce a bus shelter at the stop outside Boots but will continue 
to press our case with TfL.  

EVENTS

The events committee has organised a range of interesting outings 
and we are encouraged by the numbers taking part. 

We have enjoyed visits to Westminster Abbey, Kenwood, Carlyle’s 
house in Chelsea, and Rainham Hall in Essex, together with our 
annual day trip to Brighton, where we spent a fascinating morning 
in the Museum and Art Gallery followed by lunch in Rottingdean.  

A highlight of the year took place last July when English Heritage 
unveiled a blue plaque to Sir George Grove at 14 Westwood Hill. 

Speakers at the unveiling ceremony included:

The conductor and musicologist Jane Glover CBE, 
Prof Colin Lawson CBE, Director of the Royal College of Music 
and Steve Grindlay, who had submitted the application for 
the blue plaque. 

The sun shone and an excellent day was had by all, topped off 
by music from the Hillmore Ensemble at St Bart’s with excellent 
refreshments provided by Sydenham Arts.
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Dr Jim Sikorski, founder and chair of Sydenham Garden,  
tells the story of its early beginnings:

The meeting was very well attended by around 40 people if I 
remember correctly. The year was 2002 and the venue was 

Sydenham Green Health Centre. The purpose was to discuss forming 
an association to provide gardening and creative activities for local 

people coping with serious illness. We were addressed by  
Tijno Voors, the wise and experienced director of the 

Blackthorn Garden in Maidstone which remains a wonderful example 
of how such a project can develop. The meeting was followed by 
a group visit to the Blackthorn Trust and the formation of the first 

Sydenham Garden committee. 
We began meeting regularly at the health centre, and soon a weekly art and 
craft group started helping our first co-workers (the name we have always 
given to our beneficiaries) who were referred by members of the practice 

team. The search for a piece of land on which to begin using gardening in the 
same way was not easy, but we were enthusiastically supported by Lewisham 
Council and were granted a lease on the Queenswood Road Nature Reserve 

on the understanding that we continued to manage three quarters of the land 
as a nature reserve but could utilise the remainder for horticulture and built 
structures. There began a huge effort by a large number of faithful volunteers 

to clear the site in preparation for our first co-workers. 

Sydenham Garden was formally constituted as a charity in 2005 and,  
with the appointment of Nick Fry as Garden Manager the same year, we 

began welcoming our first co-workers to the garden. For several years  

we operated with only a portacabin and gazebos for shelter but then  
received Heritage Lottery funding to rebuild a Victorian greenhouse and, in 
2010, after seven years of patient fundraising, our wonderful sustainably-built 

Resource Centre was completed. 

In 2012, Sydenham Garden was going through a period of uncertainty. 
After the quick growth that had resulted in the opening of the Resource 
Centre, the funds had run out. There were no paid employees left and 
hardly any money committed. A valiant group of about 20 volunteers kept 
the charity running, and ensured we survived.  It had become clear that 
something needed to change before Sydenham Garden became confined 
to vaults of history.

2013 brought with it new funds from Lewisham Council and Lewisham 
NHS. It also saw us establish a new project specifically for people with 
dementia in partnership with Bromley & Lewisham Mind. 

This flourished into a service which now runs weekly sessions for more 
than 60 people with dementia each year, and runs alongside our garden 
and art & craft project which also grew during 2014 to run weekly 
sessions for more than 70 people a year.

Around this time a group of intrepid volunteers starting trying to reclaim 
some old allotment land that lay derelict. 

This is now called the De Frene Market Garden. 

We purchased it from a committee of local residents who were 
committed to keeping the land for use by the local community. In 2015, 
after many volunteer hours, we finally launched our first formal project at 
De Frene called Growing Lives. This was a follow on from the gardening 

Sydenham Garden
15 years of a growing community

The Garden Project secured service funding in 2013
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The Art & Craft project, the first project at Sydenham Garden The Growing Lives Project, launched at De Frene in 2015The Resource Centre, opened in 2011

Early days at Queenswood Road Nature Reserve  
(with Suggs from Madness!)

l-r Ruth Locke, Jim, Bruce Robertson, Linda Latter and Sarah  
Sikorski at an early fundraising event at Horniman Gardens

The Sow & Grow Project, for people with dementia,  
formally commissioned in 2013

and craft activities we were already offering, including qualifications and a 
whole day of work!

Over the past 15 years Sydenham Garden has been a ‘growing 
community’ in many senses of the word. With two centres, activities for 
over 200 people a week and events that attract up to 400 people, we 
are close to becoming the busy hub the original group dreamed of. We 
face the same challenges as many do in the current age. Funding cuts and 
increasing costs continue to threaten the future sustainability of the charity.

 However, if we have learned anything from these 15 years, it’s to  
trust in the human spirt. To believe we can and will overcome and 
continue to grow.

Tom Gallagher, Sydenham Garden Director

Follow us on Twitter: @SydenhamGarden

 
I hadn't heard of a therapeutic garden in my area within walking distance. I 
went to my doctor as I was suffering from depression due to my husband 
having diabetes and leukaemia and being completely blind as well as 
having been diagnosed myself as having multiple sclerosis. I was feeling 
very moody and quite frankly sorry for myself. I was reluctant to go on 
medication so Sydenham Garden was suggested.

I had no idea what happened there and was told it had been formed for 
people with mental health problems to go and either do arts and crafts or 
gardening as a way of learning about gardening and for a couple of hours 
to put my worries and troubles to the back of my mind.

When I walked through the gate I couldn't believe my eyes.   
Here was a peaceful sanctuary with flowers, vegetables, birds and peace 
in the middle of a bustling community but it felt like it was in the 
middle of the countryside. 

Of course, I decided I would like to attend weekly. I went regularly 
and even did an OCN course on horticulture. When I came to the 
end of my year my emotional health was so much improved that  
I applied to be a volunteer, which I still am.

Christine, Sydenham Garden Volunteer

 
Sydenham Garden celebratory events include

Spring Fair
Saturday 6 May, 11am-3pm, £1 entry

28a Wynell Rd, SE23 2LW

Plant Sale
Saturday 20 May, 10.30am-12.30pm, free entry 

39 Cator Road, SE26 5DT

De Frene Summer Festival
Saturday 19 August, 12-5pm, £4 entry 

35a De Frene Road, SE264AB 
(This will be our biggest event, and has an event page at  

www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/de-frene-summer-festival-tickets-
29617023314?aff=es2 

where you can pick up an early bird rate on the tickets)

Winter Fair
Saturday 25 November, 11am-3pm, £1 entry 

28a Wynell Rd, SE23 2LW

There is also a family friendly drop in community volunteering day 
on the 3rd Saturday of the month, 

10.30am-1.30pm at 35a De Frene Rd, SE26 4AB. 
Book your free lunch by emailing david@sydenhamgarden.org.uk

You can help Sydenham Garden just by shopping online
Shop at your favourite stores and make a donation  

without being charged a penny more. 

Start raising money for Sydenham Garden today: 

www.give.as/charity/sydenham-garden/1108100/0
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SYDENHAM SOCIETY
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Sydenham Society’s 44th annual general meeting 
(AGM) will take place on Tuesday 4 April, at 7pm 
at the Livesey Hall, 205 Perry Vale SE6 4HD. All 
members are invited to attend. 
The AGM will be followed at 8pm by a general 
meeting consisting of a talk by Steve Grindlay on  
the history of the Bell Green Gasworks and a 
discussion on the future of the site.

Agenda

1.   To receive the 2016 Accounts and Auditor’s Report

2.   To elect officers and members of the Executive Committee

3.   To appoint an Auditor

4.   Any other business

Election of officers and  
members of the Executive Committee

Any member can be nominated for election as an officer or member 
of the Executive Committee. Nominations must be seconded 
and have the nominee’s consent. Nominations can be emailed to 
annabelmclaren@gmail.com or posted to Annabel McLaren, 
35 Bishopsthorpe Road, London SE26 4PA to arrive seven days 
in advance of the AGM.

The Society’s Constitution allows for up to 12 members, plus officers.

 In 2016/17 there were eight Executive Committee meetings.  
Attendance was as follows:

Annabel McLaren 8/8  Jackie Aldridge 6/8

Janice Brooklyn 6/8  Roger Feather (Treasurer) 6/8

Angela Hall 6/8  Barbara Kern 7/8 

Barry Milton 7/8  Ilse Towler 7/8 

Gloria Watson 5/8

The Society has three sub committees which in 2016 were chaired by:

Barbara Kern Conservation and Planning 

Ilse Towler Roads and Transport 

Jackie Aldridge Events 

We, the Executive Committee, would like to put on record our 
warmest appreciation for help over the past year from the sub-
committee chairs and their members: 

Karl Askew, Janice Brooklyn, Stephanie Burne, John Clark, 
Dave Colling, Sue Grindlay, Angela Hall, Lesley Kennedy, Paul 
Kennedy, Rosemary Linnell, Mary McKernan, Barry Milton and Pat 
Trembath.

We would also like to thank our hardworking Treasurer and 
Membership Secretary, Roger Feather, our eNewsletter editor/
website manager Barry Milton and Angela Hall, Chair of the 
Sydenham SNT Ward Panel.

Thanks are also due to our designer Jody McLeish together with 
Pat Trembath and Emma Mallinder for all their hard work in the 
compilation, editing and production of Sydenham Society News. 

Last but not least we would like to put on record our tremendous 
thanks to Pat Trembath and her army of distributors for their great 
effort in personally delivering Sydenham Society News to all our 
members in Sydenham and Forest Hill.

Annual subscriptions to the Sydenham Society are due for payment 
every January. Please help our Treasurer, Roger Feather, by paying 
your subscriptions now. 

If you haven’t already done so, it would greatly assist us if you could 
set up a standing order by completing the form on the inside back 
cover of this newsletter. Please send it to:

Roger Feather, 71 Hall Drive, London SE26 6XL

Your continuing membership means a lot to us as it enables us to have 
a strong voice within the community. 
Don’t let this be your last Sydenham Society News!

SUBSCRIPTIONS

As the sleepy grey days of winter recede, the Concordia Chamber Choir stretches its  
musical muscles with a concert of ground-breaking English choral works from the 20th century.  
In an eclectic programme, three remarkable composers are featured:  
Herbert Howells, Benjamin Britten and Arnold Bax.

Some pieces will be familiar, such as Britten's Rejoice in the Lamb, a joyous celebration of how 
the different creatures of this world worship the Lord. Others are arguably less-known, such as 
Howells' Take Him Earth For Cherishing composed in commemoration of President Kennedy 
and perhaps most extraordinary of all, Howells' Requiem, a searingly moving, intensely personal 
piece written in the 1930s but not performed until half a century later.  

So, shake off those post-Christmas cobwebs, come out of hibernation and join us for another 
memorable evening with one of south London's most prestigious and talented choirs.  
We look forward to seeing you. 

The performance is at 7:30pm on Saturday 18 March 2017 at All Saints’ Church, 
Lovelace Road, SE21 8JY. Remember that feeling you get coming home from an amazing concert?  
Make a note in your diary now!

Tickets for the spring concert cost £12 at the door, or 
£11 in advance from www.concordiachamberchoir.co.uk. 
Concessions (students and those on means tested benefits) are half price.

Concordia 
Chamber 
CHOIR
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 2015        2016  
 £        £ 
   Income       
                4750  Subscriptions     4518.00  
 436  Donations        375.00  
     -  Compensation from Lloyds Bank      225.00
5239   53  Interest on National Savings and Bank Accounts      43.09  5161.09  
        
   Expenditure       
                2844  Printing and stationery     2482.30  
 359  Postage and telephone       145.84  
     0  Donation to Sydenham Library        50.00  
 568  Subscriptions including Civic Voice      568.00  
   40  St Bart's floodlighting                -  
 140  Insurance        151.84  
 240  Equipment and website       240.00  
 250  Sydenham Arts Festival       250.00  
      -  Sir George Grove blue plaque unveiling      172.44  
   50  In memory of Hilary Jarrett (2015 Gwyn Maysey)      50.00  
4516   25  AGM          91.00  4201.42
          
  723   Excess of income over expenditure       959.67
          
   Balance sheet as at 31 December 2016       
 
          
                7171  National Savings Investment Account   7214.31  
8846        1675  Cash at bank     2566.58  9780.89
          
 348  Less       
348   Subscriptions in advance      323.00    323.00
8498           9457.89
          
   Accumulated fund 31 December 2015   8498.22  
   Excess of income over expenditure      959.67  
          
   Balance 31 December 2016    9457.89

SYDENHAMSOCIETY
ACCOUNTS

Income and Expenditure Account 
for the year ended 31 December 2016

H R Feather - Hon Treasurer          
I have examined the above Income and Expenditure Account and Balance Sheet with the books and records of the Society, and have obtained all 
the information I require. In my opinion these financial statements give a true and fair view of the financial affairs of the Society as at 31 December 
2016 and of the income and expenditure for the year then ended.
K Davenport - Hon Auditor                       Date: 10 February 2017 
 

Lewisham gives full planning backing to rebuilding one of London’s most historic pubs
Bellingham’s Fellowship Inn links Eric Clapton, Henry Cooper and Lloyd George
Lewisham Council has given formal planning permission to Phoenix Community Housing Co-op 
to restore the Grade II listed Fellowship Inn in Bellingham, where British boxing legend and local 
resident Henry Cooper once trained and where rock legends Eric Clapton and Fleetwood Mac 
once performed.

Bellingham councillor and Phoenix Board Member, Alan Hall said: 
“We have been given the green light to renew and restore one of London’s historic, landmark pubs. 

Once completed, we expect to see The Fellowship quickly become the  
beating heart of the community with so much life and activity.” 

The mock-Tudor pub was built in the mid-1920s to serve the residents of the London County 
Council’s newly built Bellingham estate and part of the “homes fit for heroes” promise by 
Prime Minister David Lloyd-George after the First World War.
As well as the pub itself, the building will have a restored dance hall, cinema and theatre and a 
new lift to make the community hub fully accessible. The project was awarded £4 million from the 
Heritage Lottery fund last October to restore the pub which will see the lower rear hall brought 
back into use as a cinema and a cafe, microbrewery, bakery and artists' studio added, while the 
present bar will be carefully restored.

CHEERS 
IT'S A KNOCKOUT

DECISION
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Friends of Baxter Field was set up last year by  
a group of local residents wanting to improve 
and nurture a local green space tucked away 
behind Sydenham School. 

Baxter Field has a small playground popular  
with children living and going to school nearby,  
is a good dog-walking spot, and is also a useful  
cut-through between Forest Hill and  
Upper Sydenham. 

We would like to make it a place where the  
local community can connect with nature,  
or simply enjoy the space.

Our first big event was the Big Dig, which 
took place on a gloriously sunny November 
morning. Sixty eager local helpers turned 
up, armed with spades, trowels and green 
fingers, to plant 400 saplings in the field. 

Children and grown-ups mucked in to 
dig the saplings in to create a hedgerow 
to replace fencing near one of the park 
entrances, made up of hawthorn, rowan 
and dogwood. We also had enough saplings 
to plant a copse of silver birch and cherry 
blossom trees behind the playground which 
will give much needed shade for children 
and families spending time there.

We’ve had a great deal of support from 
Glendale and Lewisham Council, who 
have already contributed to making some 
great improvements to the field. 

With their support, there is new lighting 
along the central pathway, essential for 
people using the park after dark, a fresh 
lick of paint and fixes to the playground 
equipment and general maintenance to  

the park and its boundaries.

Our biggest win so far has been our successful bid for 
funding from Forest Hill Assembly. As well as helping 
fund the Big Dig, this money will go towards the addition 
of new picnic benches in the playground which is due to be 
extended, log pile seating which will be built in partnership 
with the local charity Men in Sheds, and a bug hotel. We 
also plan to install a new community noticeboard to keep 
everyone updated on our plans and local events.

If you are interested in keeping up to date with 
upcoming events, activities and progress, join our 
Facebook group Friends of Baxter Field or email us at 
friendsofbaxterfield@gmail.com or just come down and 
spend some time in our little patch of green!

Activities this year included the seeding of a River of Wild Flowers in 
March and April, and creating a new pond in August.  We were again 
awarded the Green Flag award!
With help from a Forest Hill Assembly grant, local volunteers replaced 
the original pond with a robust and good quality wildlife pond. We held a 
well-supported official opening event for the new pond in October, having 
refurbished the old pond for the use of dog-walkers and their pets.  We 
have organised workdays every month and we have been assisted by 
several visits from the Nature’s Gym team. In July, the green was part of 
a Nature Walk from Forest Hill Station to Mayow Park via Dacres Wood 
Nature Reserve.
During 2016, we have had problems with security and anti-social 
behaviour on the green and in the surrounding roads. We have supported 
the efforts of local residents, police and councillors to overcome the 
problems. We have been consulted by Lewisham Homes and the 
contractor engaged to build the new houses in the Longfield Crescent 
Housing Development that backs onto the green. We have agreed to 
compensatory treatment for the area on the green affected by the building 
work. This treatment will include appropriate planting of trees, shrubs  
and wildflowers.
Everyone is welcome to attend our AGM on 25 February, 10am at 
Forest Hill Pools to hear news of the green and some of our plans for 
2017 including a new noticeboard, signage and a brand new Forest school 
programme for under-fives in June and July.

BAXTER FIELDFR
IE

N
D

S 
O

F
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We started the year with an  
ambitious programme agreed at our 
AGM and have already doubled  
the number of volunteers attending  
our regular, second-Saturday-of-the-
month workdays. 
Our shared vision involves enriching 
nature and people’s experience and  
use of the green, cultivating and nurturing 
the orchard and keeping the green tidy, 
providing signage and better information 
about the green and, crucially,  
raising funds. 

The programme will aim to:
• Fill gaps in the railway path mixed species hedge by 
   adding new plants
• Renovate the privet hedge
• Plant a perennial woodland edge and shade species
• Replace self-seeded sycamore with a hazel coppice in a 
   proposed natural play area  
• Replace boundary sycamores and chain link tennis fencing 
   with native broad leaved species
• Construct a new pond with a low fence from materials  
   found on site, to replace our existing pond damaged by large  
   dogs piercing the membrane. The pond will be dug in August  
   and we will mark its completion with a lively  
   Teatro Vivo procession
• Increase variety or native perennials in the flowering slope  
   next to the area where the tennis clubhouse once stood
• Develop a fruiting hedge the other side of the labyrinth,  
   with native species such as blackthorn, guelder rose  
   and damson
• Create a bee friendly wildflower river on the bank of a  
   15 metre section of curving pathway
• Construct a living roof for our new metal storage container  
   and insect habitats for the three walls of the container
• Add signage to guide people around the green
• Continue liaison and work with local schools, groups  
   and organisations
• Place good quality signs directing people to the green  
   on lamp posts in the area
• Make more effective use of notices, possibly replacing them  
   with weather proof notice boards which will be less  
   vulnerable to vandalism

This year we are making a special appeal for funds to enable us 
to buy the equipment and materials needed to carry out this 
programme of work. 

Full details of our shared vision, the calendar of events for the 
year and how to donate can be found on our website at: 
www.amgfriends.org.uk

Albion Millennium Green
An emerging mini bluebell wood

Glendale have stepped up and done a fantastic job  
over the past winter clearing the flower beds,  
bushes and paths, and adding Christmas tree 

chippings in the nature reserve.

Our park keeper is here three days a week: Friday, 
Saturday and Monday and has a mobile van which he drives 
around in the morning. The cuts have had a huge impact 
on the availability of the toilets and security in the park.

There was another pond clearing day and Natures Gym 
came with lots of volunteers and we all mucked in to  
clear the pond.

There will be another clear up day - just look for dates 
either in the park or on our website at: 

www.sydenhamwellspark.org 

The tennis courts are well used and Michael Stephens from 
Sydenham Tennis Club provides tennis coaching – you can 
book online at: michael@southeastlondontennis or 
call 07956 995 820.

What’s Cooking is opening (weather permitting) and La 
Petite Bouchée has been taking bookings online: www.
lapetitebouchee.me

Every Tuesday there is a healthy living walk that 
takes place starting at 11am and meeting by the pond, led 
by Iris Humphries. Just wear comfy shoes and clothes 
appropriate to the weather.

We are applying for grants for an outdoor gym and for 
a noticeboard with a history of the park in the corner of 
Taylors Lane and Wells Park Road. 
If anyone is interested in helping please get in touch with 

Monika Mitchell on: 07803 000 591. 

The Wells Park Improvement Group meets four 
times a year and the next meeting is on Tuesday 20 
September at 4.30pm in Glendale maintenance yard.

Our next events

Plant sale  Sunday 5 June, 11-2pm - donations needed.

Bat walk Friday 10 June at dusk. The London Wildlife 
Trust will lead the walk - meet by the pond, nearest gate is 
Longton Avenue (opposite Ormanton Road).

Sydenham Wells Park 
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NEWS FROM

SPRING 2017

Spring has sprung at the Horniman and there’s  
a variety of exhibitions, events and activities for  

the whole family to enjoy both inside the  
Museum and outside in the Gardens. 

Discover how chameleons change colour, what makes 
grasshoppers leap so high and more at our interactive 
family exhibition The Robot Zoo. Running until Sunday 
29 October, The Robot Zoo reveals some of nature’s most 
amazing adaptations and is home to animals recreated in 
larger-than-life robot form to show their inner workings.   

On Thursday 2 March adults can enjoy a special evening at 
the Robot Zoo Late, where scientists, curators and artists 
explore human, animal and robot behaviour through talks, 
performances and games. 

Join us to celebrate the diversity and talents of the people  
that live in the local area at Crossing Borders on Saturday 
11 March. This annual event features storytelling, art and craft 
and theatre performances and is produced in collaboration 
with organisations who work with local refugees and  
asylum seekers.

Enjoy the Easter weekend with the whole family at the 
Horniman Easter Fair on Saturday 15 and Sunday 16 
April. There’s an Easter Egg trail, craft workshops, an arts and 
crafts market and a special storytelling performance inspired 
by Alice in Wonderland plus activities also taking place over 
the Easter holidays. 

On Wednesday 19 April, 15 gifted and aspiring professional 
harpsichordists perform on the Horniman’s 1772 Kirckman 
harpsichord in the 2nd Broadwood Horniman 
Harpsichord Competition. Everyone is welcome to 
come and enjoy this free event in our Music Gallery. 

Our beautiful gardens are the perfect place to explore  
spring life.  On Saturday 22 April visitors can enjoy a  
Welly Walk on our Nature Trail, or on Saturday 6 May 
join bird expert David Darrell-Lambert on a 
Dawn Chorus Walk to learn about the many bird songs 
that make up the dawn chorus. 

From 20 May our Natural History Gallery hosts Pani, a 
new display by artist Daksha Patel.  Pani (the word for 
water across large parts of South Asia) explores the complex 
relationships between people and water in the region 
through symbols drawn on terracotta water containers and 
vibrant maps. 

Following a successful planning application to Lewisham 
Council, work is underway at the Horniman to build a 
Butterfly House.  Due to open in the summer, the 
new attraction will offer visitors an immersive experience 
in a specially-planted indoor garden that will be home to 
a colourful range of free-flying, exotic butterfly species, 
complementing our Living Collections. 

Development of our exciting new World Gallery and 
Studio, due to open spring 2018, continues.  Project 
updates can be found on our website www.horniman.ac.uk 
along with further details on events and activities taking place 
at the Horniman, and information on how you can support us 
through our membership and benefactors scheme.

Dulwich Picture Gallery
Vanessa Bell 
8 February until 4 June 2017.

The gallery’s first major monographic 
exhibition of the work of Vanessa Bell 
opened on 8 February. Widely acclaimed as 
a central figure of the Bloomsbury Group, 
Bell also stands on her own as a pivotal 
player in 20th century British art, inventing 
a new language of visual expression forged 
from British and continental influences.

Arranged thematically, the exhibition will reveal Bell’s pioneering work 
in the genres of portraiture, 
still life and landscape and will 
explore her fluid movement 
between the fine and applied 
arts, focusing attention on 
her most distinctive period of 
experimentation in the 1910s. 

Approximately 100 oil paintings 
as well as ceramics, fabrics, 
works on paper, photographs 
and related archival material 
will deliver Bell in full force, 
boldly experimenting with 
abstraction, colour and form 
while remaining true to her 
own distinctive way of seeing 
the world.  

Bell’s artistic development  
was rich and wide-ranging.  
She studied under varied 
teachers, including Arthur 
Cope, Henry Tonks and 
John Singer Sargent. 

Her reputation as an artist, however, has been habitually  
overshadowed by the complexity of her family life and romantic 
entanglements. She is often seen in a supporting role to her sister, 
Virginia Woolf, and as muse and confidante to her lovers, friends 
and fellow artists such as Roger Fry and Duncan Grant.

Dulwich Pavilion 

Dulwich Picture Gallery  
has announced that  
IF_DO, a young 
architecture practice based 
in Camberwell, will design 
the very first Dulwich 
Pavilion, a temporary events 
structure in the Gallery’s 
historic grounds. 

IF_DO was established in 
2014 by Al Scott, Sarah 
Castle and Thomas Bryans 

The final design was  
chosen by a panel of judges including owner of the River Café,  
Ruth Rogers, architect Carl Turner and Dulwich Picture Gallery 
Director, Ian A C Dejardin. 

The project has been made possible through the generous support  
of Almacantar.

The pavilion will host a vibrant programme of public events celebrating 
the Gallery’s bicentenary year and will open to the public at the 
beginning of the London Festival of Architecture on 1 June 2017. 

Their design, After Image responds to the solidity and monolithic 
nature of Sir John Soane’s gallery building and consists of a series of 
translucent mirrored screens, some fixed, some moveable.

c forbes Massie
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2017 kicked off with  
our hugely successful 
cross-cultural event 
Jah Burns (our Robert 
Burns, Scottish /
Jamaican mash-up),  
held at our new home 
at the Sydenham Centre 
on Friday 27 January. 
We had an evening 
of poetry, Step Lively 
Ceilidh, fusion food  
and reggae.

We moved into the  
Sydenham Centre on  
20 February 2017,  

finally giving us a community space for arts, cultural and well-being events.  
The regenerated centre will host a wide range of cultural and social groups, 
delivering activities in Sydenham and providing opportunities for local people,  
young and old, to take part in community activities. 

Looking ahead at our plans for 2017

Sydenham Lens
February sees the launch of our photography event Sydenham Lens (23 Feb-5 
March). This is a series of FREE exhibitions and workshops bringing photography to 
our community. Look out for our travelling exhibition coming to a place near you.  

Sydenham and summer
Our Summer Festival programme will follow soon and we will have something  
for everyone, including: family events, music, dance and theatre for 2 weeks in July. 
Six events will be spread across Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, plus 
two events that will be free to the public.  

A community programme
A series of exciting workshops, recitals and talks covering all genres at the rate of 
one or two a month on Wednesdays.  

Sydenham Arts plan to programme a variety of activities including performance and 
creative experiences/workshops across a variety of 
arts forms whilst ensuring that the Sydenham Centre 
is a user friendly and inclusive environment. 

@sydartsfest  sydenhamarts.co.uk 

During 2016, the library has been able to develop its services for the 
whole community. We now have regular class visits from two primary 
schools (Adamsrill and St Philip Neri), occasional visits from Haseltine 
school, visits from two playgroups, as well as the after-school club next 
door. We hope that together with the Summer Reading Challenge, this 
helps to encourage children to read for pleasure as well as for information.  

Smaller children, aged from 10 months, attend our two Rhyme Times on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. The Tuesday group is subsidised by Sydenham and 
Bellingham assemblies. Our group leader Alison has developed the sessions 
to include more activities and songs from other cultures. She also encourages 
the parents to sing and play singing games with their children. 

The Thursday group is led by Cat with her guitar and is a rousing selection of 
songs old and new. Mums, dads and grandparents with small children visit the 
library at other times to read and play. During the summer holidays we offered 
children’s craft sessions each week, sponsored by Bellingham Assembly. 

There are also monthly children’s craft sessions, led by Kate, which continue 

throughout the year, as does the children’s writing club.

The library hosts an adults’ reading group on the first Tuesday of each month 
and we have had book launches for two local authors. Helped by donated 
books we have been expanding our book stock. An adults’ craft group was 
well attended and will re-start in February.

For the first time last October, we helped to host a Black History Month 
event, in the library, the park and the adventure playground. 

This brought African drumming, crafts with kente designs and festival 
masks, Anansi story telling, exotic foods and music. At Christmas we hosted 
Sydenham Assembly with a free pantomime Christmas in the Jungle, 
followed by Santa’s Grotto.  

We are grateful to all our sponsors: Sydenham and Bellingham Assemblies, 
Mann Countrywide, Progas, Milbrook, Cemex Foundation and members 
of the Sydenham Society amongst others including, of course, all our 
volunteers who give their time to keep the library open as a 
free and welcoming safe social space.                                        Ilse Towler

Presenting Sydenham: Lens, our venture into 
the world of photography. In collaboration with 
local residents, artists, students, schools and 
businesses, we have put together an eclectic mix 
of workshops, screenings, exhibitions, woodland 
walks and competitions. An immensely versatile 
and increasingly popular medium, photography 
is the perfect art form to bring out the best in 
our community, creating a visual snapshot of 
Sydenham here and now.  

A final exhibition My Photo, Our Sydenham will 
depict the town through the eyes of the people 
who know it best – its residents! 

For full details of events and exhibitions, please visit 
www.sydenhamarts.co.uk/whats-on/sydenham-lens/

The Lens highlights include: 

•  Photography and selfie workshops

•  Touring exhibition, popping-up at  
     popular locations

•  Film series focusing on photography in 
    collaboration with Sydenham Film Club

•  Photography competition open to all ages  
    using disposable cameras, smartphones and  
    digital cameras, with various drop-off points

•  Selfie booth and drop-in workshops  
     with a local photographic artist

•  Urban night photography workshop

•  Google cardboard virtual reality workshop,  
     specifically aimed at young adults

Sydenham Arts would like to thank L&Q Housing 
Association, London Borough of Lewisham, 
Property World and the Positive Ageing Council 
for their continued support. 

projects@sydenhamarts.co.uk  020 8659 2218   
www.sydenhamarts.co.uk

Facebook: Sydenham Arts Festival   
Twitter: @sydartsfest

“The best thing about  
a picture is that it  

never changes, even when 
the people in it do.”

 Andy Warhol

Sydenham Arts plans for 2017

SYDENHAM COMMUNITY LIBRARY



Sydenham Society News  •  Spring 2017

15

Annual cost of membership
Individual (includes partner)  £6.00 per year
Senior citizen (includes partner) £5.00 per year
Postal member (includes partner) £8.50/£7.50 per year

Name of your bank/building society 

Address of your bank/building society 

Account number  Sort code 

Signed 

Your name (please print) 

Please pay the Sydenham Society (Lloyds Bank plc, Sydenham Branch, 
Sort Code 30-98-42, Account no. 00524410) the sum of £8.50/£7.50/£6/£5  
(please delete as appropriate) on 5 January each year until further notice.   
This replaces any standing order in favour of the ‘Sydenham Society’.

Bank details for The Sydenham Society standing order
Name 

Address  

 Post code 

Tel day  Tel eve 

Email 

Renewal is due in January.  Postal members are those resident outside 
SE23 and SE26 post codes. Subscriptions can be paid by cheque or 
standing order.  Please make cheques payable to The Sydenham Society.

SYDENHAM SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM

!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Please return to: Roger Feather, 71 Hall Drive, Sydenham, London SE26 6XL   Tel: 020 8778 4318   Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com

Sydenham Society events
Sydenham Artefacts: Collecting the past
A talk by Steve Grindlay. Tuesday 28 February, 7.30pm  
at Sydenham Community Library, 210 Sydenham Road, SE26 5SE. 
As well as a powerpoint presentation, Steve will be bringing items 
from Lewisham Local History Museum and from his own personal 
collection. Admission £3 – a donation will be made to Sydenham 
Community Library.

Visit to The Design Museum 
31 March. We plan to visit the new 
Design Museum relocated in the former 
Commonwealth Institute at South Kensington.  
Admission is free. Please register your interest 
with Jackie jacquelinealdridge@gmail.com. 

Travel details will be confirmed nearer the date.

Tuesday 4 April  
7pm at Livesey Hall  
with a talk about  

the Bell Green gasworks by Steve Grindlay – for full details see page 10.

Visit to Queen’s House, 
Greenwich
Wednesday 10 May, Queen's 
House, Greenwich (recently 
reopened after a major 
refurbishment). Admission free.  
Please register your interest with 
Janice jncbrooklyn@yahoo.co.uk. 
Travel details will be confirmed 
nearer the date.

Summer outing to Southend
Wednesday 13 July (full details in the next Sydenham Society News)

Local Assemblies
Sydenham  
Tuesday 7 March, 7pm at The Sydenham Centre, Sydenham Road
Forest Hill  
Saturday 11 March, 2pm venue to be confirmed
Perry Vale  Perry Vale had its meeting on 19 January and there are no 
details currently available for the next one.

March special: Blow-Up  
(Michelangelo Antonioni, UK-Italy-USA, 1966, 111mins) 
When: 7:30pm, Thursday 2 March. 
Where: Sydenham Centre, 44a Sydenham Road 
Tickets: £5/FREE to members
The definitive film of the “Swinging 60s London”, a crime 
drama full of style and mystery by legendary Italian filmmaker 
Michelangelo Antonioni. This film is screened in collaboration 
with Sydenham Arts’ major photography project:  
"Sydenham: Lens 2016-2017".

March (regular) screening: Good Bye Lenin! 
(Wolfgang Becker, Germany, 2003, 121 mins) 
When: 7:30pm, Thursday 30 March. 
Where: The Grove Centre, 2 Jews Walk, SE26 6PL 
Tickets: £5/FREE to members
One of the most popular international comedies of the first 
years of the 21st century, this multi-award-winner tells the 
story of a woman who falls into a coma shortly before the fall 

of the GDR. in 1989 and her son who “retains” the regime in 
their home to protect her health after she wakes up!   

April film quiz:  
When: 7:30pm, Tuesday, 11 April. Where: TBA. 
Tickets: £3pp
Due to popular demand, our film quiz will from now on be 
held a few times within the year, and this is your springtime 
chance to dust up your general film knowledge.

April screening: A Touch of Spice  
(Tassos Boulmetis, Greece-Turkey, 2003, 108mins)
When: 7:30pm, Thursday 28 April. 
Where: The Grove Centre, 2 Jews Walk, SE26 6PL 
Tickets: £5/FREE to members
A young Greek boy grows up in Istanbul and becomes a 
successful chef in Athens. Now in middle-age, he revisits 
his birthplace and his mentor, his wise grandfather. A highly 
popular modern Greek film with a touch of…nostalgic spice!

S P R I N G
SCREENINGS

To find out more please visit our website, Facebook and Instagram pages on:  
www.sydenhamfilmclub.org     www.facebook.com/sydenhamfilmclub     www.instagram.com/sydenhamfilmclub

www.sydenhamfilmclub.org 

A pop-up cinema, every last Thursday of the month.

SYDENHAM SOCIETY
AGM

Sydenham Croquet Club
The 2017 summer season opens  

on Saturday 1 April. 

New members are welcome, so 
come along to enjoy playing croquet 
in a secluded tranquil setting where 
you can relax and enjoy the social 

company of other players. 

Contact us by email info@sltcc 
or telephone 07900 068 941 
for a free introductory session. 

You will receive a 10% discount if you 
join before 30 April 2017.

SYDENHAM
CROQUET CLUB

SYDENHAM TENNIS CLUB   LAWRIE PARK ROAD   SE26 6ET

Tennis
Squash
Croquet

www.sltcc.co.uk

SYDENHAM
CROQUET CLUB

SYDENHAM TENNIS CLUB   LAWRIE PARK ROAD   SE26 6ET
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A warm welcome to the following new members

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

SYDENHAM SOCIETY
NEWS

www.sydenhamsociety.com
Covering all aspects of local community matters    Member of the London Forum    Member of Civic Voice

Please note that subscriptions for 2017 are now due. If you have not paid for 2016, you will not receive future newsletters. Many thanks, 
Roger Feather, Treasurer, 71 Hall Drive SE26 6XL Tel: 020 8778 4318 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com
Membership cards We agreed at the 2015 AGM that to lower costs we will only issue membership cards when you pay your subscription in cash or if you send us 
a self addressed envelope. We will also issue you a membership card to support your National Trust free entry voucher if you send in an SAE. 

Asha Alexander
Victoria  
  & Stefan Beekhuizen
Shona Deick

Will Eckersley
Mrs Lilian Gregory
Charlotte Heron
Tony & Wendy Motl

Michelle & Michael Newall
Fran Rawcliffe
Leanne & Brian Richards
Ben Serbutt

Cynthia Stamm-Clarke
Max Watson & Gail Cameron
Laura Whitwell

The Sydenham Assembly was followed by the panto and Christmas tree lighting at Sydenham community library.
Then our colourful duo (Father Christmas and his faithful reindeer) spent a relaxed evening at the Kirkdale late night 
shopping event where they wandered around the shops spreading the joys of the season before mean 
ole Santa made Rudolph wait outside the pub while he popped in for a swift half with the singers.
The Crystal Palace brass band played Christmas favourites on Venner Road Square to 
entertain and delight the shoppers at the Sydenham Market. 
There was even a special guest appearance from the Snowman at the very popular
Sydenham Garden’s Christmas Fair.All the events had been published in the annual 
SEE3 Christmas calendar that contained more listings than ever before. 

Many thanks to Cllr Chris Best, Annabel McLaren and Steve Mulford for 
their hard work pulling together the content.                 Heather Mallinder

What a busy Christmas we had. It began with the lighting of the Christmas tree in  
Queensthorpe Square with carols accompanied by our very own Peter Ceasar.


