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Save the Bell Green gas holders!

Just before Christmas we were contacted by the owners of
the gas holders at Bell Green, Southern Gas Networks (SGN),
who announced that they were shortly to be holding a
consultation on their latest plans for the site.
They intend to demolish the two gas holders and replace
them with 2,348sq m of retail space, to include an Aldi food
store, a coffee shop and restaurant plus 100 car parking spaces.
In addition, the plans include the construction of a depot
for SGN workers, together with a further car park to be
constructed on the site of the former bowling green.
Residents who live in and around Houston Road, Perry Vale immediately
alerted us to the existing traffic problems in the area. Prior to the
consultation on the latest plans for Bell Green they had set up a campaign
group called These Streets Belong to Us to lobby for traffic calming
measures, as the area is increasingly used as a rat run by vehicles –
including delivery lorries – en route to the retail park.

The planning application was lodged with Lewisham Council in March.
At a packed meeting in the Livesey Hall in April a wide-ranging discussion
with approximately 100 local residents took place about the future of
the site. It was overwhelmingly agreed that the society should formally
object to SGN’s plans and that we should write to Lewisham Council.
Residents made it clear that they wish to see an imaginative solution for
the site and many cited the scheme at King’s Cross where apartments
have been sensitively inserted into two gas holders and a third has
been landscaped as a park.
We are now awaiting Lewisham Council’s decision on the planning
application. The Sydenham Society has objected on the following grounds:
that the construction of further retail will lead to an increase in traffic and
pollution; Bell Green is an out-of-town centre and, according to local
and national planning policy, large-scale retail should be sited within town
centres; historic context: together with the Grade II listed Livesey Hall, the
War Memorial and surrounding wall, the gas holders should be recognised
as a heritage asset within the streetscape, not torn down.
(For more on the history of the gas works, Steve Grindlay
has written an excellent article on pages 6-7.)
Annabel McLaren

In the words of the residents,
“we are passionate about our community… we believe that
everyone should be able to enjoy the neighbourhood, feel safe to walk,
cycle or drive and appreciate the heritage that defines our area ...”

To sign the petition to save the gas holders go to:

change.org save bell green
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Y O U R L O C A L LY E L E C T E D O F F I C A L S

S Y D E N H A M S O C I E T Y C O N TA C T S

LOCAL MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

Conservation & Planning
Barbara Kern
Events
Jackie Aldridge
020 8778 5455
jacquelinealdridge@gmail.com
Roads & Transport
Ilse Towler
iandj.towler@btinternet.com
020 8778 3743
Local History
Steve Grindlay
localhistory@sydenhamsociety.com
020 8699 6398
Contact address for post
Sydenham Society
35 Bishopsthorpe Road
Sydenham
SE26 4PA

Awaiting outcome of the General Election on 8 June MP for Lewisham West and Penge
Awaiting outcome of the General Election on 8 June MP for Dulwich and Upper Norwood

c/o House of Commons London SW1A 0AA

LEWISHAM ASSEMBLY MEMBER
Len Duvall OBE AM
c/o City Hall, The Queen's Walk, London SE1 2AA
Lewisham Councillors
Civic Suite Lewisham Town Hall Catford SE6 4RU
020 8314 6000
Bellingham Ward
Alan Hall Sue Hordijenko Jacq Paschoud
Forest Hill Ward
Peter Bernards Maja Hilton Paul Upex
Perry Vale Ward
John Paschoud Alan Till Susan Wise
Sydenham Ward
Chris Best Liam Curran Rachel Onikosi

The Sydenham Society is an independent group representing the interests of local
residents. Sydenham Society News is non-partisan, non-political and non-commercial.

Bromley Councillors
Bromley Civic Centre Stockwell Close BR1 3UH
020 8464 3333
Crystal Palace Ward
Angela Wilkins Richard Williams

ARTICLES PLEASE!
If there is something you would like the society to tell everybody, or a local issue you
feel strongly about, please send your article, maximum 300 words, to the editor.
Sydenham Society News is read by many local residents, old and new,
so please spell out all acronyms and explain anything that a newcomer
might not understand.
All articles are subject to editing by the Editorial Team.
Email your article to the Editorial Team at:
news@sydenhamsociety.com or send hard copy to
97 Longton Grove SE26 6QQ.

Penge and Cator Ward
Katherine Bance Kevin Brooks Peter Fookes
Southwark Councillors
Town Hall Peckham Road SE5 8UB
020 7525 5000
College Ward
Jon Hartley Catherine Rose Andy Simmons

O T H E R C O N TA C T S

Disclaimer The views expressed in articles are those of named contributors and
should not be regarded as statements of policy of the Sydenham Society.

Community police teams
Community Police contact non-emergency numbers for
Lewisham have all changed to 0300 123 1212
In an emergency dial 999
For non-urgent police matters dial 101
For environmental noise nuisance call:
Lewisham Council 020 8314 6000
Bromley Council 020 8464 3333
Southwark Council 020 7525 5000

E-NEWSLETTER
Keep informed about news and events in SE26 – sign up for the Sydenham Society
eNewsletter by visiting
www.sydenhamsociety.com
Send us your email address and you’ll be sent our regular eNewsletter packed
with local news and information about what’s going on in Sydenham and the
surrounding area.

T h e d e a d l i ne for articles for the next newsletter will be Friday 28 July 20 1 7
2
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In order to keep costs down to members living in SE23
and SE26 we have a very willing group of volunteers
who deliver the newsletters locally four times a year.
From time to time someone, for whatever reason,
drops out either temporarily or permanently.
It would therefore be helpful to me, with responsibility
for distribution of the newsletter, to have a reserve list
of volunteers prepared to step into the breach and cover
one or two roads in the area (or more!).
Please contact me at
pattrembath@gmail.com
if you would like to help.
Many thanks.

Summer 2017
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Sixth formers’ winning kitchen idea
is a chop above the rest!

Welcome to a New Business!

Kitchen Skills, 134 Kirkdale
Farah Hamid, the owner of Kitchen Skills
which has just opened at 134 Kirkdale, says
teaching cooking is all about sparking
a passion, developing skills and helping
people to get to grips with healthy
ingredients and recipes.
She wants people to have fun in a relaxed environment
while they learn about good nutrition and gain confidence to
experiment with a variety of techniques.
Sixth formers from Sydenham High School have served up a top kitchen idea that’s
a chop above the rest for their entry in this year’s Young Enterprise scheme.

There are a variety of courses for everyone including:
• Classes for children from 5 upwards
(beginners, intermediate and experienced)

Lola, Jana, Melissa, Ella, Biba and Lauren, all in Year 12, with team colleagues at
Dulwich College, have developed an innovative chopping board that solves the
perennial kitchen problem of separating prepared food from waste. Made from
anti-bacterial plastic, the ChopAway board has a detachable tray to catch food
waste for easy disposal and fits neatly over the edge of any worktop with non-slip
feet to prevent movement.

• Specialist health (cooking for people with IBS and diabetes)
• Students about to go to university (good food on a budget)
• Masterclasses (food demonstrations)

The innovative board has already helped the team become Central London finalists
in the national Young Enterprise competition. It has also won the approval of
Sydenham High’s catering team, who have ordered four of the chopping boards to
help them prepare the school’s meals.

Farah invites you to stop by for a chat or visit the website at
www.kitchenskills.co.uk

The team came up with the idea of a chopping board with extra functionality after
experiencing food preparation issues in their home kitchens. Having tried various
different solutions, they hit on the concept of a detachable section. Prototypes
were commissioned and market research conducted with friends and family plus
Christmas fairs where the team tested product appeal and price points before a
deal was struck with a supplier. They raised the initial funds to pay for their stock by
face painting at events and selling decorated T-shirts and sweets.
“It’s been an amazing experience – from getting our initial funding to
commissioning the prototypes and haggling with the manufacturer for the best
deal, to pitching our product in front of top business people in the Young Enterprise
heats,” said Lauren Hare, who is ChopAway’s joint-sales director .
“We’ve all learned a lot along the way including working in a team.
And we’re really proud of our product and seeing people use it.”
ChopAway has used social media – Twitter and Instagram – as well as a website to
promote their clever product. They have also taken stands at trade fairs, shopping
centres and markets such as Spitalfields.

Announcing regular Kirkdale Funk

Sugahill Café, 250 Kirkdale (on the roundabout)
Following the success of the Kirkdale Funk night at
Sugahill Café in April, Sugahill now plan to run regular
monthly music nights throughout the summer months.
Each month two DJs from the rare soul and funk scene
will be invited to come and play alongside cafe owner
Chris Arch. The café is fully licensed, will serve craft
beer, lager, wines and spirits as well as hot drinks.
Entry is free and will run from 7pm to midnight.
Kirkdale Funk is a joint promotion between Sugahill and
United Sound of Sydenham and is in addition to the
United Sound of Sydenham night at The Bricklayers
Arms. This means that Sydenham will now have two
regular vinyl only nights per month. Both, however, are
very different venues and the night at Sugahill offers
something unique to the area, an evening bar to go to
rather than the pub.
Look out for dates on local forums, posters in the area,
twitter @Sugahill Cafe and United Sound of Sydenham
Facebook page www.facebook.com/stormwarningbrick

The ChopAway board comes in a choice of four bright colours: blue, green, pink
or yellow. Priced at £11.99, it is available to order online from

www.chopaway.co.uk

The Greyhound
The new owner has been in touch to say
UPDATE
that the architect will be submitting building
control applications hopefully within the next month or
so, with a view to starting work in July.

“We don't have a finished design as yet, but to give you a
flavour of the style of operation, I guess it will be most like
The Lord Northbrook in Lee - a quality pub serving its local
community. The Greyhound will be dog friendly!
“We have a policy that well behaved children and dogs
are welcome during appropriate hours.”
3
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SAVE THE DATES

SUMMER &

SYDENHAM
6-16 JULY

Following the recent success of our photography festival, Sydenham Lens, we have gone into
full planning mode for this year’s summer festival which runs from 6-16 July. We moved into the
Sydenham Centre at the end of February. The reconfigured centre gives us and the community a
dedicated space for arts, cultural and wellbeing events featuring a mix of local organisations, events,
activities and services for local and vulnerable people.
We are very happy to announce our annual Artists Trail, curated by the Artist Trail team and a veritable
feast of visual arts from printmakers, jewellers, photographers, ceramics etc., which takes place over
the weekends of 8/9 & 15/16 July.
The festival sees the return of Foxtots Bops, and we are proud to introduce Step Lively Barn
Dance & Ceilidh in Mayow Park – London’s largest ever barn dance. Our dance theme continues
with Salsa with Yamile, performances by singer Harriet Eaves and our summer film, the iconic
West Side Story, which celebrates its 60th anniversary this year. We’ll be introducing some homegrown talent and winners of the Underbelly Award 2016, Four Femmes on the Thames and
the Ivor Novello Award-nominated singer-songwriter, Boo Hewerdine at St Barts Church.
Full details of the programme will be available in mid-May. In the meantime you can check out our
website for more information – go to: www.sydenhamarts.co.uk
To contact us go to: enquiries@sydenhamarts.co.uk

Lark in the Park 3 – Perry Vale Assembly summer 2017
This year’s annual Lark in the Park Perry Vale Ward Assembly
is planned for Saturday 15 July in our wonderful Mayow Park.
This will be our third summer assembly in the park, and we shall
be building on the success of the previous two by learning from
resident feedback. The main issue raised by residents concerned
the need for more food and drink vendors to supply refreshments
for both adults and children at affordable prices. This will be
explored by our organising team.

past. Promotional flyers and notices containing further details about the
day’s programme of events and what else is on offer will be circulated
nearer the time and will also be available on the www.lewisham.gov.
uk/localassemblies website: just click on Perry Vale Assembly.
Our next formal Perry Vale Assembly will be held in the autumn and
again further details will follow nearer the time. At this meeting, Perry
Vale residents can meet the local organisations who are applying for
2017/18 assembly funding. This will be held in our usual marketplace
setting with voting taking place and the successful bids announced the
same evening.

As with previous years, there will be many local community stalls
and members present as well as craft stalls, pet advice, sports and
an opportunity to meet your ward councillors and learn more about
Perry Vale’s Assembly. This year’s Lark in the Park will also include
community engagement work and promote the next round of
assembly funding bids for organisations in our ward.

I look forward to seeing you in Mayow Park.
Susan Wise
Councillor for Perry Vale Ward
Email cllr_susan.wise@lewisham.gov.uk
Telephone 020 8699 6520

We are all hoping the weather will be as kind to us as it has been in the

Sydenham Assembly and Town Centre
The next Sydenham Assembly will be a Marketplace event on
Saturday 10 June from 11.30-1.30 at The Sydenham Centre,
44a Sydenham Road, SE26 5QF.

Previous information from the Post Office on franchised branches
states that they provide:

Local groups as well as borough-wide organisations are invited
to showcase the services they offer. This is a valuable opportunity
for residents to find out more and support local organisations
such as the Sydenham Society.

• Bright modern post offices alongside a successful shop –
the retail business benefits from the additional footfall that a
post office brings

• The same wide range of products and services

• Longer opening hours during the week
with Saturday afternoon and Sunday, too

Other groups that are invited are the Friends groups from our
parks – Wells, Mayow and Home as well as Grow Mayow and
Sydenham Garden. Friends of Sydenham Community Library will
be present as well as our local Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT),
residents associations and a range of borough-wide third sector
organisations providing advice and support.

• Branches that are commercially sustainable
and at the heart of our towns and cities
• Excellent customer service
• We monitor customer service in all our branches and our
established franchises perform consistently well with over
80 per cent of customers satisfied with the
service they receive

The Assembly will formally launch the opening of The Sydenham
Centre and organisations and groups working in the building will
be on hand to talk about the classes that are held there. Sydenham
Arts will promote the Summer Festival and there will be the offer
of a tipple of beer from the resident microbrewery. We are planning
entertainment on the stage plus demonstrations of the classes
including Salsa, Pilates and yoga.

• All staff are trained by Post Office to the same standards
as colleagues we employ directly
Please find the time to drop into the post office consultation and
attend the Sydenham Assembly.

The Sydenham Centre building includes the Post Office which has a
lease from Lewisham Council. At the Sydenham Society AGM in April
I provided an update on the council’s desire to keep the Crown Post
Office and that the council had been discussing renting some space to
showcase the work of adult education students as well as local artists.

Chris Best
Councillor for Sydenham Ward
and Chair of the Sydenham Town Centre Steering Group and SEE3
Telephone 020 8676 9516
Twitter @chrisbestuk Email cllr_chris.best@lewisham.gov.uk

The Post Office Limited have started a public consultation and will be
holding a drop in session from 4-7pm on Tuesday 23 May.
4
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The Sydenham Artists Trail 2017

Discover the art

on your doorstep!

First published in 1889,
Three Men in a Boat (To Say Nothing of the Dog)
is Jerome K Jerome’s timeless comic masterpiece,
telling the story of ‘men about town’ J, Harris and George
as they take a leisurely rowing trip up the Thames,
accompanied always by their faithful fox terrier.

Now in its ninth year, the Sydenham Artists Trail
is more diverse than ever.
For two weekends in July Sydenham is transformed into a
walking gallery, where residents open their doors to art lovers
and high street businesses display art created by some of the
most talented visual artists in south London.
This year more than190 artists will be taking part. Mayow
Park, Brown & Green Café and Grow Mayow
Community Garden are hosting a wide range of artists
including watercolourists, wood carvers, photographers and
jewellers. From the park it's a short walk to the Thorpes
where you will discover painters, potters, jewellers, basketmakers, glass artists and many more.
Leaving the Thorpes you can call in at the Dolphin pub
for refreshment and a chance to view this year's “taster”
exhibition. A short walk along Sydenham Road will bring you
to three new venues – artists' homes in Broseley Grove,
Trewsbury Road and Girton Road. You can also take
in The Lovely Gallery and view work in this year’s
Open Exhibition.
A stroll down Trewsbury & Cator Roads and a detour
through Alexandra Park will bring you to Parish Lane, where
the Alexandra Nurseries are displaying the work of Pippa
Stacey’s talented young students. Hop on a 75 bus and
come back to Sydenham to visit Grove Cottage and Priory
Cottage – Sydenham’s oldest houses – for paintings and
ceramics. Kente Coffee Shop has artist and poet Quince
Garcia, Cherry & Ice is showing the work of Dave
Rigeon, Anne Harrison is exhibiting in On The Hoof and
an eclectic group – including textile artist Diana McKinnon –
are at Here For Good. Round the corner in Venner Road
you will find the jeweller Jayne Williams.
On to Kirkdale Bookshop where children’s arts activities
will be taking place and then to venues in Longton Grove
and Halifax Street, where you can enjoy the work of a
varied collection of artists and printmakers – many with an
architectural background. The 122 bus will then whisk you
round to Stanstead Road, and nearby Normanton Street
church for splendid exhibitions on both weekends –
the work of Brockley Potters and students of
Adult Learning Lewisham.

Along the way are recounted many hilarious anecdotes,
with jokes as fresh and funny as when they were first told.

“There is no poetry about Harris...
If Harris's eyes fill with tears,
you can bet it is because
Harris has been eating raw onions,
or has put too much Worcester over his chop.”
Now Sydenham’s very own theatre company Spontaneous
Productions is bringing this classic book to life in a lovingly
faithful, musical adaptation by Jonathan Kaufman.

Featuring a mix of original and period songs,
the show will transform Upstairs at the
Sydenham Centre into a Victorian riverscape,
complete with an improvised rowing boat,
lively piano accompaniment and, of course,
the faithful fox terrier Montmorency!

Upstairs at the Sydenham Centre
8pm, Wed-Sat, 28 May to 10 June 2017.
(No performance Thu 8 June, extra performance Tue 6 May)
Show lasts approx. 2 hours including interval
Tickets: £15 full price, £12 concessions inc under16s
Book in person at
Kirkdale Bookshop, 272 Kirkdale, SE26 4RS
or phone 020 8778 4701
Or book online at
http://spontaneousproductions.co.uk/three-men/
Set and costume design by Alexandra Macarthur
Special FX by Joe Kaufman of Red Kite Films
Produced, adapted and directed by Jonathan Kaufman
5
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the bell green gasworks
For centuries the area now known as Bell Green was called
Sydenham Green. It was a small village green with a few houses
around it, surrounded by farmland. In 1753 a pub, called the Bell,
opened on the edge of the green and before long Sydenham
Green became Bell Green.
In 1853 the Crystal Palace & District Gas Company built a
gasworks at Bell Green. The “retort house”, where coal was
heated to produce gas, was on the site of the Sainsbury's car park,
near Southend Lane. A gas holder to store the gas was built on
the opposite side of the road, on the land now occupied by the
scaffolding company.
At first there was little demand for gas but the opening of the
Crystal Palace on Sydenham Hill in 1854 changed all that. The gas
company's fortunes were further enhanced when, in 1856, the
Lewisham Vestry (the local authority of the time) decided to install
gas lighting along the busier streets of Lewisham.

livesey memorial hall

The gasworks continued to expand on the northern side of
Southend Lane, mostly on the site of the present car parks.
Although the railway line alongside the Pool River opened in 1857 it
was not until 1878 that sidings were built to bring coal directly into
the gasworks.

those that survive at Bell Green. He was also a pioneer of copartnership, which the gas company adopted in 1893. This allowed
employees to become shareholders, to be elected to the Board
of Directors and to share in the company's profits. This approach
earned Livesey great loyalty from his workforce.

By 1890 there were eight gasholders on the site with some 2,000
people working for the company including blacksmiths, carpenters
and builders. Most of the workers lived in and around Lower
Sydenham, in the Victorian terraces that were built primarily for
them.

In 1904, to reflect its expansion across south London and Kent, the
Crystal Palace & District Gas Company changed its name to the
South Suburban Gas Company.

In 1885 George Livesey, Chairman of the South Metropolitan
Gas Company in the Old Kent Road, was appointed Chairman
of the Crystal Palace & District Gas Company. Livesey initiated
many technical improvements in the design of gas holders including
6

George Livesey was knighted in 1902. He died on 4 October
1908 and was buried in Nunhead Cemetery. It was decided
that a community hall should be built in his memory. The Livesey
Memorial Hall was designed by Sydney Yarrell Shoubridge,
Manager of the gasworks. There is no evidence that Shoubridge
designed any other buildings, but his father was an architect. The
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As a result in 1957 SEGAS announced that the production of gas
at Bell Green would end by 1962. In fact it did not end until 1969,
with the discovery of natural gas in the North Sea.
One local resident said:
“I'm glad it's closing because we'll be able to open our windows.
At present I spend most of my time sweeping away the filth
and it's useless to paint the house because the dust soils it
in a week or so.”

livesey memorial hall today
bricks and tiles for the hall were made on site by the employees,
who also built the hall. Burmantofts of Leeds made the faience
panel above the main entrance.
The hall was opened on 19 August 1911. At the opening ceremony
Charles Hunt, Chairman of the company, said the hall
“has been erected by loving hands in memory of one whose great
services... to the whole gas industry can never be forgotten”.
Hunt went on to say that Livesey’s chief claim to be remembered
must always be his whole-hearted devotion to everything relating
to the welfare of employees, and notably his establishment and
consistent advocacy of Co-Partnership”. The Dictionary of National
Biography describes him as “the outstanding gas industry engineer
of his generation”. The hall was listed Grade II in 1995, at the
instigation of the late Ken Kennedy.
In front of the hall is the War Memorial commemorating
employees of the company who died during WW1, either on
active service or as civilians. It was designed by Sydney March, who
designed many other war memorials including the one on Martin's
Hill, Bromley. The war memorial was unveiled on 4 June 1920 by
Lord Robert Cecil. It was listed Grade II in 1995. Sadly, the original
bronze plaques were stolen in 2011. The wall in front of the hall,
also built by the gasworkers, is listed as well.
The gas holders are the last surviving reminder of the South
Suburban Gas Company's gasworks at Lower Sydenham. In Gas in
South East London (1994) Brian Sturt has this to say of them:
“In the early 1880s George Livesey became Director
and later Chairman of the South Suburban Gas Company.
A visual reminder of the Livesey influence are the large holders
of 1881 and 1890 at Bell Green, complete with flying lifts, one
of Livesey's developments of the gasholder.”
These two surviving gas holders, which the Sydenham Society
hopes to save, were designed by Charles Gandon, Manager of the
Bell Green gas works from 1877 until 1897. No. 7 gas holder, the
smaller of the two, was built by gasworkers in 1881 and no. 8 gas
holder was built in 1890. Gandon lived at Abergaldie Lodge, next
to gas holder no. 7 where the spine road, now called Alan Pegg
Place, enters the site.
Both gasholders have “flying lifts”, that allow the central tank,
or lift, to rise above the supporting framework. The “flying lift”
was pioneered by George Livesey and this suggests he was also
involved with the design of these gas holders.
The current attempt to save the gas holders is just the latest of a
number of campaigns involving the gasworks. In the early 1950s the
Sydenham Anti-Air Pollution Committee was formed because
of concerns that the gas emissions were “a menace to health”.

livesey war memorial
After 1969 the gas holders continued to store and distribute the
natural gas.
In May 1992 proposals were made to develop the gasworks site
with retail units. In 1993 outline planning permission was granted
for a hypermarket foodstore.
Despite the Sydenham Society mounting a strong protest to these
proposals Savacentre/Sainsbury’s opened in autumn 1995. The
Sydenham Society urged members to continue to support their
local high street shops. It was not until October 2006, after a Public
Inquiry (the second that the society participated in with regard to
this site), that the Secretary of State for Local Government agreed
to more retail units and housing on the gasworks site saying:
“the proposals offered an opportunity to regenerate
a brownfield contaminated site”.
The two gas holders are within yards of three Grade II listed
buildings, the Livesey Memorial Hall, the War Memorial and the
wall surrounding the hall.
All these structures have group value and are an integral part of
the history of Sydenham. The gas holders should be preserved for
future generations as part of our industrial heritage.
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Steve Grindlay

Sydenham School celebrates its
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100th birthday
with a NEW Head, a NEW building and HIGH academic results

Headteacher,
Gloria Lowe, provides an
insight to the school

highest academic results in the borough and in the history of the school.
The foundations to build on are therefore very strong and include core
traditions and values, an excellent staff team, supportive families and
committed Governors.

This year, Sydenham School
celebrates 100 years of being a place of
excellence for educating young people. The
school was founded in 1917 and over the past few years the
school has undergone a £24m rebuild, which has included the
tastefully renovated original Edwardian building. The school
has a longstanding history and is well thought of in the local
community. The new STEM (science, technology, engineering
and maths) buildings, which were completed in 2016, afford
access to state-of-the-art facilities that are a significant
contributory factor to the progress the school continues
to make.

Our shared values lie at the heart of the school and include respect,
kindness, endeavour and resilience.
Sydenham is a school for girls only from the ages of 11-16 years but coeducational, with boys being taught with girls in the sixth form.
Earlier on this year, in March, the school received a long anticipated visit
from an OFSTED inspection team.
We were pleased to be able to welcome the Inspectors into the school
and share with them all of the excellent things that are happening here.
This was a Section 8 inspection following the last full OFSTED inspection
of the school in 2013. The on-going self-evaluation by the school
suggested that we were offering a ‘good’ education in all of the key areas
looked at by OFSTED:

We are an inclusive school and value our place in the local community.
The area of Sydenham has changed notably in recent years and the school
rightly reflects its richness and diversity. Sydenham School is genuinely
comprehensive and we are proud that over 54 languages are spoken
here by pupils and staff alike.

1. The effectiveness of leadership and management
2. Pupil outcomes (results)
3. The quality of teaching, learning and assessment
4. Personal development, behaviour and welfare
5. ‘Safeguarding’

The appointment of a new headteacher in September 2016 coincided
with the completion of the new buildings as well as the attainment of the
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Pupils with Professor Carlo Rovelli, world famous physicist who wrote “Seven Brief Lessons on Physics” (published 2015)

Safeguarding is the golden thread running through all inspections and two
external audits of the quality of safeguarding in the school during the 2016
autumn term judged provision in this area to be outstanding.

in the school. Our music concerts, drama and dance events, as well as
our art exhibitions, regularly showcase the wonderful and burgeoning
talent that exists in the school. Despite national pressure otherwise, we
intend to keep the expressive arts as part of the core offer to the pupils
in the school.

The inspectors were very positive about the quality of education on
offer. Pupils feel safe, behaviour is very good, the quality of teaching
is consistently good across the school and, of course, in a number of
subjects, teaching is outstanding. We are delighted that we can now
continue to embed those practices and systems that have worked so
well over time.

Earlier there was reference to the £24m rebuild that the school has
benefitted from thanks to the Local Authority. This includes a 500-seater
external amphitheatre, which is a venue that can be hired by the
community out of school hours. It is a remarkable feat of engineering
and is the only amphitheatre of this kind, as far as we are aware, in south
London. Our other newly landscaped external areas include raised flower
beds, a large science pond, plus a multi-purpose sports pitch for netball,
football etc.

Our ambition is for Sydenham School to become an outstanding,
world class school. Since September, the school has been a pioneer
school for High Performance Learning (HPL), which is a pedagogical
framework championed by Professor Deborah Eyre. Professor Eyre
is known and respected across the world for her thinking in relation to
learning and teaching.

We regard the school as a resource for the local community and would
like to see more use made of it by the community. We plan to make the
school part of Open House weekend every autumn thereby allowing
visitors the chance to see inside our impressive buildings for themselves.

There are currently eight other pioneer schools in the UK and overseas.
At Sydenham School there is an unrelenting focus on what goes on in the
classroom and a drive to ensure that all lessons are outstanding leading to
pupils securing the best outcomes possible.

With new leadership, state of the art buildings and very good exam results,
we are confident that our ambitions will be realised.

We believe that excellent academic performance is vital to making it
more likely that our pupils will have the opportunity to make their own
excellent choices later on in life. We also think that it is important to create
the learning conditions that enable pupils to think for themselves, be
independent learners and be prepared for the responsibilities of adult life.

If you would like to be involved in the Centenary Celebrations
please email the school’s Director of Resources,
Joanne Smith at j.smith@sydenham.lewisham.sch.uk.
We look forward to hearing from you, especially former students, and
hope that you have now learned a little more about what goes on behind
our wonderful new façade.

We value the arts as an integral aspect of the development of the pupils

The Art & Craft project, the first project at Sydenham Garden
Our lovely new amphitheatre ready for its first performance

The Resource Centre, opened in 2011
The original school building
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Ready for the next 100 years!
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Pond clearing sessions have been held in Wells Park with volunteers
from the police cadets, Nature’s Gym and Sydenham Wells
Park Improvement Group. There will be more pond clearing
sessions during the coming months.

Sydenham Wells
Park Spring 2017

This year the tennis courts will be funded by the Lawn Tennis
Association. From next year they will be locked and there will be
a small charge for their use. Further details about the new system
will follow in due course. Michael Stephens continues private
tennis coaching in the park – call him on 07956 995 820 or send
him an email at: Michael@southeastlondontennis.com
La Petit Bouchée (the French van) won the accolade of “best
restaurant” in South East London Time Out London
Awards. Channel 4 showed it on television in Hidden
Restaurants with Michel Roux. The business has since moved
to Devon and will be sorely missed! The What’s Cooking Van is
back in the park after a refurbishment and a drinking fountain is
due to be installed outside the Keeper’s Hut.
Once again Wells Park has been awarded Green Flag status.
The profits from our annual plant sale last June have been used to
purchase new fox-proof bins for the playground area. Additional
money for a new climbing frame came from the Section 106
money from the development at St Clements Heights, at the top of
Wells Park Road.
Healthy living walks continue every Tuesday at 11am – meet by
the pond. Please wear suitable clothes and shoes.
For more news and events visit our website at:
sydenhamwellspark.org

Future dates for your diary
Sydenham Wells Park Improvement Group (SWPIG) meetings in
2017: 19 September and 14 November @ 4.30pm in the staff hut.
Bat walk: Friday 26 May at dusk (8.45pm)
Plant sale: Sunday 4th June (11-2pm)

From the Friends of Hillcrest Woods

We Did It!

Wildlife Action Day

Three trucks of litter and fly-tipping were collected by
hard-working volunteers and residents during
Hillcrest Wood Action Day on Wednesday 29 March.
The event was organised by the Friends of Hillcrest Wood, with
the help of London Wildlife Trust and Lewisham Council, in
anticipation of the new Great North Wood Project.
The Project will enhance sites of heritage woodland for both
wildlife and people across the Forest Hill, Sydenham and Norwood
ridge in south London, including the woodland on Hillcrest Estate.
The ancient woodland area behind the old clubhouse on Hillcrest
Estate, and the Green Chain Walk entrance off Wells Park Road
were cleared to allow precious wildflowers, such as wild garlic and
bluebells, to grow back.
Thanks to all the residents, volunteers, London Wildlife
Trust, Lewisham Environment Department and Lewisham
Homes staff who turned up to help!
In the future there will be plenty of opportunities for everyone to
participate in activities such as identification of rare beetles and
hedgehogs, and bat and bird surveys.
To find out more about the Great North Wood Project
contact Sam Bentley-Toon at the London Wildlife Trust
at sbtoon@wildlondon.org.uk
To become a Friend of Hillcrest Wood, email info@
ramonametcalfe.com. You can also like/follow London Wildlife
Trust & Friends of Hillcrest Wood on Facebook/Twitter.
					
Ramona Metcalfe
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Save Our Stag Beetles!
May will see the start of the stag beetle season
and London Wildlife Trust is asking people in
Sydenham and across London to report sightings
of this globally-endangered species.

The males fly clumsily with a faint clattering whirr, and are most likely
to be seen on sultry summer evenings an hour or two before dusk,
in May, June and July. The females lack the males’ antlers and tend
to stick to the ground, waiting for the males to come to them. Stag
beetles spend most of their lives as larvae (grubs) within dead wood
such as tree stumps and logs, where they spend 4-7 years slowly
growing in size.

The stag beetle is Britain’s largest land beetle,
almost 8cm in length, and is easily recognised by
the male’s distinctive antler-shaped jaws.

The decline in stag beetle numbers is attributed to the tidying up
of parks and the removal of tree stumps. Without dead wood the
beetles have nowhere for their larvae to grow. The beetles play
an important role in the cycle of decay by eating and breaking
down dead wood so that it nourishes the soil. Stag beetles may be
inadvertently destroyed in the mistaken belief they are pests.

Although the male beetles look fearsome they are harmless to us.
They use their massive jaws to wrestle with other males when
looking for a mate.
Despite stag beetles being in steep decline across Europe, London
remains a hotspot and the Trust is asking people to report their
sightings, to help researchers map their whereabouts.

To help stag beetle conservation, Londoners are being asked to
report any sightings via the capital’s environmental records centre:
Greenspace Information for Greater London CIC (GiGL).

Stag beetles have been recorded in most London boroughs,
but are more common in south and west London, from Bexley,
Lewisham and Southwark to Wimbledon, Richmond and Uxbridge.

If you think you’ve seen a stag beetle, or the related lesser stag beetle,
visit www.wildlondon.org.uk/stag-beetle-survey

Three sites - Epping Forest, Richmond Park, and Wimbledon
and Putney Commons - are European Special Areas for Conservation
of the stag beetle.

Stag beetle fans can also follow stag beetle Sam on Twitter at
www.twitter.com/stagbeetlesam

Hillcrest Wood Spring Walk! Wednesday 24 May 2017 7-8pm.
Hillcrest Wood is a valuable ancient woodland habitat brimming with birds, bats and bees.
During the walk we'll look at the trees that make up the woodland and the wildflowers that grow beneath them.
We'll see what wildlife we can spot and learn about the history of the Great North Wood and its vital role in the
development of London.
Meet at the junction of Hillcrest Close and High Level Drive, Hillcrest Estate, Upper Sydenham SE26 6PA.
All welcome. No need to book. Suggested donation £2.
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V22 Summer Club 2017
22 July - 27 August

Once again V22 will be hosting its popular Summer Club in the
old Laundry building in Dartmouth Road SE23. We are inviting
expressions of interest and reaching out to artists and organisations
who might like to take part.

Community Garden

For more information go to this link:
tinyurl.com/V22SummerClub

Large Gallery Space

• This includes permanent seating, chairs and a small stage-like area
• Suitable for smaller events, talks, workshops and anything related
to the garden
• Suitable for installations, events and exhibitions, conversations,
experiments, screenings and discussions around Studio+
(artists' residency/associates programme)

Last year was the first incarnation of Summer Club in which
we presented 60 events in partnership with over 50 artists and
organisations. Our long lease (125 years) enables us to continue
to develop this programme and these partnerships long-term and
form real roots within the community.

Community Studio
• Suitable for community events, workshops, discussions, etc.
Events will begin concurrently with the school summer holidays, on
Saturday 22 July. Thereafter the Summer Club will open every weekend
until the end of August.
The opening weekend of the V22 Summer Club 2017 is on Saturday 22
July from 3-9pm and Sunday 23 July 2017 from 12 noon-6pm.

The programme will take place across three spaces at the rear of
Louise House – the Community Garden, the Large Gallery Space
and the Community Studio.

We are now nearly four years old and
Sydenham is very much part of our catchment
area. The U3A nationwide is aimed at retired
and semi-retired people. Our local group now
has 500 members and is growing fast. We have
monthly Open Meetings with guest speakers
and 65 interest groups covering a wide range of
topics. These groups are for members to enjoy
12

any activity they choose with people who share
similar interests. Please look at our website or
phone us and come to a monthly Open Meeting
to learn more about us. All are welcome.
You can find us online at: www.dulwich-u3a.uk
Or call us on: 0843 8860 980
(7 pence per minute). We will return your call.
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ARTISAN

KIDZ’
is not an
ORDINARY
after school

arts club!

It is not just about learning creative skills such as how to draw, paint,
sculpt, model, make, sew or photograph.
It is much more than that. It is about giving children the courage to
explore their inner artist and how to use their minds in a creative way.
To allow children to explore their imagination, give them the wings to fly
and have fun.
This term we focussed on comic book illustration, creating superhero
characters and dastardly villains. By investigating the artists Warhol,
Matisse, Kandinsky and Frida Kahlo some amazing pieces of work were
produced in different artistic styles.
The after school club is presently only run at St Bartholomew's and Eliot
Bank primary schools for under 8 year olds. If you are an artist or from
a creative background and would like to get involved please contact us
as we would love to expand to more schools.
Explore the imagination and create something beautiful!
Contact us via email or Facebook:
admin@artisankidz.co.uk
www.facebook.com/ArtisanKidz/

FROM SYDENHAM COMMUNITY LIBRARY
At our AGM Cllr Liam Curran was re-elected as Chair of Friends of
Sydenham Community Library for another year. Mike Coates audited
the accounts, and we were able to buy the long promised noticeboard
for the library frontage. The Friends drew up a prioritised list of building
improvements. We are grateful to donations from members for funding
the painting of the window grilles and cleaning of some stonework.

The library has been as busy as ever. We continue to have three primary
classes from Adamsrill School on Thursdays when, helped by Tess, about
90 children carried out activities on minibeasts and life cycles.
c ring the library or look at our Facebook page for the monthly
Please
Saturday children’s craft group as dates vary. The adults’ craft group
is term-time only and may have some spaces – call in on a term-time
Thursday just before 1 pm to check. The Saturday knitting group is
currently full, you will hear their cheerful chat in the library from 10 till at
least 12.

All three rooms upstairs at the library are now let, but the IT suite and
the whole library can be hired when not open to the public which
helps to pay our running costs, as do sales of books, etc, and printing,
photocopying and scanning documents. We will hold another fundraising
dinner in May. Meanwhile, we still need extra volunteers to staff the library
at various times. Please ring 020 8778 1753, or call in to find out more.

Steve Grindlay gave a talk on the history of the gasworks in the library
in February, very topical because of the proposal to replace our historic
gasholders with an Aldi store. Steve and the Sydenham Society donated
the profits from the talk to the Friends of the library.

Ilse Towler
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Dulwich Picture Gallery
Sargent:
The Watercolours

NEWS FROM

21 June - 8 October 2017

SUMMER 2017

In June Dulwich Picture Gallery will present
the first major UK exhibition of watercolours
by the Anglo-American artist, John Singer
Sargent (1856-1925), since 1918.
The Watercolours will bring together
80 works from Sargent’s arguably greatest period of watercolour
production between 1900 and 1918, including The Lady with the
Umbrella. Renowned as the leading portraitist of his generation,
Sargent mastered the
medium of watercolour
during his painting expeditions
to southern Europe and
the Middle East, where he
developed a distinctive way
of seeing and composing.
Whilst these watercolours
have often been dismissed
as simple travel souvenirs,
they were an integral part of
Sargent’s artistic production.

The arrival of summer brings an exciting
programme of things to see and do at the
Horniman. The Museum now opens at the earlier
time of 10am and the gardens have adopted their
summer timetable, giving more time to explore
both inside and out.
May half-term sees a week of activities for younger visitors
including arts and crafts, pond dipping and mini beast safaris
on the Horniman Nature Trail – also the location for a
summer welly walk on Saturday 8 July.
To celebrate Creativity and Wellbeing Week join us at
a sea view workshop with Arts Network on Saturday 17
June to explore real objects related to the sea. The following
week is Refugee Week when, on Saturday 24 June, we will
be holding activities and workshops run by local organisations
working with asylum-seekers and refugees.
Our beautiful gardens are full of colour and the perfect place
to enjoy activities during the warmer months, or to simply sit
and take in the views.
The structure of the new Butterfly House is quickly
taking shape at the Horniman Drive entrance and our
gardens team are creating a wonderful tropical planting
scheme in advance of the butterflies’ arrival. Work on our
Victorian conservatory is now complete after undergoing
some essential conservation and improvements. It now
boasts a stunning new floor, underfloor heating and interior
lighting and is the venue for the Friends Art Exhibition
on the weekend of 17-18 June. If you would like to hire the
conservatory for a wedding or other special event please go
to horniman.ac.uk/about/venue-hire.
We can’t guarantee the weather, but we can promise an
Indian Summer at the Horniman this year. Over eight
weeks our Indian summer season explores the diversity of
South Asian arts through live music, dance, film screenings,
Indian inspired arts and crafts and more.
The season begins with an Indian Summer Garden Party
on Sunday 9 July, so bring your family and dancing shoes for a
day of music, performances and demonstrations.
Two displays complement the season:
Tuning 2 You: Lost Musicians of India, is a series of
striking photographs of some of India’s disappearing rural
music cultures (open from Saturday 29 April). While Pani,
by artist Daksha Patel, explores the complex relationship
between people and water in South Asia through symbols
drawn on terracotta water containers and a vibrant hybrid
map (open from Saturday 20 May).
Visit the website to find out more about what’s happening at
the Horniman, or to become a member. You can also find
out about the benefits of becoming a benefactor and helping
to protect the Horniman’s existence at the heart of our
community for generations to come. For more details, visit
www.horniman.ac.uk.

Richard Ormond, co-curator
of the exhibition, says:
“In Sargent’s watercolours we see his zest for life and his pleasure in
the act of painting. The fluency and sensuality of his paint surfaces, and
his wonderful command of light, never ceases to astonish us. With this
exhibition we hope to demonstrate Sargent’s mastery of the medium
and the scale of his achievement.”

The Private
Made Public:
The First Visitors
until 4 June
An early illustration of visitors to
Dulwich Picture Gallery along
with a visitor book bearing the
signatures of Vanessa Bell and Virginia Woolf forms part of a
new display celebrating 200 years since the gallery first opened its
doors in 1817.
The First Visitors is the first in an exciting line-up of public events
and exhibitions during the gallery’s bicentenary year, and draws from
Dulwich’s own archives to explore what people would have seen
and experienced on visiting the Gallery for the first time in the early
19th century.
The display includes the first Gallery handbook which preserves the
initial rules and guidelines concerning the administration of the gallery
and visitor book from 1908 which includes the signatures of Vanessa
and Clive Bell and Virginia Woolf. James Stephanoff’s watercolour,
The Viewing at Dulwich Picture Gallery will take centre stage, showing
thec gallery’s spectacular enfilade as it would have been in the 1830s.
The watercolour is likely to have been made soon after the Gallery’s
architect, Sir John Soane, had the walls repainted in the distinctive
Soane Red.
The display will also look back at some of the gallery’s famous first
visitors with quotes by notable artists, writers and critics displayed next
to works throughout the permanent collection.
The bicentenary celebrations continue throughout the year with the
gallery’s first Dulwich Pavilion opening on 1 June to coincide with the
start of the London Festival of Architecture. The pavilion, which has
been designed by emerging architecture practice, IF_DO, will host a
vibrant programme of public events including Friday and Sunday Lates
throughout the summer.
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DAT E S F O R YOUR DIARY
Local Assemblies

Visit to the
Charles Dickens Museum
Wednesday 14 June
Charles Dickens wrote Oliver Twist
and Nicholas Nickleby whilst living at 48
Doughty Street in Bloomsbury. Three
of his children were born there and his
sister-in-law Mary Hogarth died there.
The house, the only London townhouse that Dickens lived in that
survives, has recently undergone a £3m refurbishment.
Entrance: £9, £7 concessions, Art Fund members free.
Please register your interest in this visit with Pat
(pattrembath@gmail.com) and details of travel arrangements will be
sent to you nearer the date.

Sydenham Saturday 10 June, 11.30 -1.30
at The Sydenham Centre, Sydenham Road
Forest Hill Saturday 27 June,
Time and venue to be confirmed
Perry Vale Saturday 15 July, 12pm, Lark in the (Mayow) Park

Spontaneous Productions - Three Men in a Boat

Upstairs at the Sydenham Centre
8pm, Wed-Sat, 28 May to 10 June – full details see p. 5

Sydenham Arts - Summer and Sydenham 6-16 July 2017
Artists Trail weekends 8-9 and 15-16 July – for more details see p.5
Early summer concert of chamber music
Saturday 10 June, 7.30pm
at All Saints Church, Trewsbury Road SE26 5DP
Music from the 18th century for soprano, strings and clarinet, including
Mozart’s Clarinet Quintet will be performed by the Hillmore Ensemble
with special guest Helen Semple.
Admission £10, concs £7. Refreshments available

Sydenham Society’s annual summer outing to the seaside
Wednesday 5 July
Please register your interest in this trip with Jackie (jacquelinealdridge@
gmail.com) or Pat (pattrembath@gmail.com) Details about travel
arrangements will be advised nearer the date.

SUMMER

www.sydenhamfilmclub.org

SCREENINGS

A pop-up cinema, every last Thursday of the month.

May screening: Nebraska

Our two screenings in May and June are great
examples of the crème de la crème of American
independent cinema, past and present.
From an instant classic by one of the most
highly acclaimed modern independent directors,
Alexander Payne, to a seminal work of the early
80s by the late, great filmmaker, John Cassavetes
and his star/muse wife, Gena Rowlands, our two
films are both delightful must-sees!

(Alexander Payne, USA, 2013, 115mins)
When: 7:30pm, Thursday 25 May
Where:
The Grove Centre, 2 Jews Walk SE26 6PL
Tickets: £5 on the door

June screening: Gloria

(John Cassavetes, USA, 1980, 123 mins)
When: 7:30pm, Thursday 29 June
Where:
The Grove Centre, 2 Jews Walk, SE26 6PL
Tickets: £5 on the door

To find out more please visit our website, Facebook and Instagram pages on:
www.sydenhamfilmclub.org www.facebook.com/sydenhamfilmclub www.instagram.com/sydenhamfilmclub

Sydenham Society

eNews

Every ten days or so, the
Sydenham Society publishes
an online newsletter providing
information about events coming
up in and around Sydenham.
If you are not receiving this
eNewsletter and would like to
please go to
www.sydenhamsociety.com/
e-newsletter/
and leave your details.

!
SYDENHAM SO C I E T Y M E M B E R S H I P F O R M
Annual cost of membership
Individual (includes partner)		
Senior citizen (includes partner)
Postal member (includes partner)

Renewal is due in January. Postal members are those resident outside
SE23 and SE26 post codes. Subscriptions can be paid by cheque or
standing order. Please make cheques payable to The Sydenham Society.

£6.00 per year
£5.00 per year
£8.50/£7.50 per year

Bank details for The Sydenham Society standing order

Name

Name of your bank/building society

Address

Address of your bank/building society
Account number

Sort code

Signed

Post code
Tel day

Your name (please print)
Please pay the Sydenham Society (Lloyds Bank plc, Sydenham Branch,
Sort Code 30-98-42, Account no. 00524410) the sum of £8.50/£7.50/£6/£5
(please delete as appropriate) on 5 January each year until further notice.
This replaces any standing order in favour of the ‘Sydenham Society’.

Tel eve

Email

Please return to: Roger Feather, 71 Hall Drive, Sydenham, London SE26 6XL Tel: 020 8778 4318 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com
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They were out and about in
Sydenham high street, as usual, on Easter Saturday.
Frolicking and foraging amongst the shops they helped children find the
Easter Eggs so generously donated by the traders.
The children, proudly sporting the Easter bonnets they had made at
Here For Good, gave the event all the colour and frivolity it warranted.
The traders, as enthusiastic as ever, had even decorated their shop windows to
add a note of sophistication to the splendour.
We would like to say a huge thank you to all the traders that participated on the day.
Particularly White's Pet Centre, who despite the devastation of a break-in the night
before, kept calm and carried on with true British grit to help make the day a success.
Thanks also to all the volunteers who helped to run the bonnet-making workshop
and led the children to the eggs.
Heather Mallinder

W E L C O M E T O NEW MEMBERS
A warm welcome to the following new members
Chris Allen
Nicola Beck
Katie Boyd

Shaun & Deborah Bushnell
Sean Cameron
Angela Edwards
David Edwards

Alice Evans & Matt Moore
Caroline Finill
Mary Griffiths-Jones
Stephanie & Edward Hayman

Brian Grey
Mark Johnson
Cara Kemlo

Owen Marriott
Michael Quinn
Nicola Smith

Members are reminded that subscriptions for 2017 are now due. If you are unsure whether you have paid for this year please let me know. Many thanks,

Roger Feather, Treasurer, 71 Hall Drive SE26 6XL Tel: 020 8778 4318 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com
Membership cards We agreed at the 2015 AGM that to lower costs we will only issue membership cards when you pay your subscription in cash or if you send us
a self addressed envelope. We will also issue you a membership card to support your National Trust free entry voucher if you send in an SAE.

www.sydenhamsociety.com
Covering all aspects of local community matters

Member of the London Forum

Member of Civic Voice

