
On a sweltering night in late July more than 50 local 
people turned out for a public meeting at Sydenham 
Library to try to find out what has gone wrong with 
the rebuild of Our Lady & St Philip Neri primary 
school. Chaired by Sydenham councillor Tom Copley, 
the meeting was attended by Viv Evans, Lewisham 
Council’s new interim Head of Planning. 
There were no representatives from the  
Archdiocese of Southwark and the headteacher sent 
his apologies. A member of the board of governors 
was present. 
Since the meeting Lewisham has carried out an initial survey of  
what's been built and compared this to the approved plans.  
The resulting report states that there are major differences between 
the original plans which were approved in October 2016 compared 
with what has been built. 

The external cladding, windows, height of the building, roofline and 
boundary treatment all differ significantly from the approved plans.  
Viv Evans undertook to talk to the Diocese in order to ensure that the 
defects in the building can be put right. 

He expects that a retrospective planning application will be made to 

correct the faults but did not rule out enforcement action being taken 
by Lewisham Council against the developer.

A building in such a prominent position, highly visible within the 
Sydenham streetscape, should be something which local residents 
can be proud of.  A civic building such as a school, in a group which 
consists of the Catholic church, Sydenham Community Library and 
the site of Sir George Grove’s former home, needs to enhance the 
area – not detract from it. 

The building which has appeared before us has a temporary quality 
and looks like the type of structure you would expect to see on a retail 
park. In the last decade many schools have been rebuilt locally – all of 
them to a very high standard. 

Residents have every right to insist that the same high standards should 
be maintained here, particularly as this is a structure which will occupy 
a prominent public site for many years to come.

There should be no criticism of the head teacher, his staff or the Board 
of Governors, all of whom, when looking at the proposed plans, 
believed that a different building would be constructed.

A follow-up meeting will be organised for the autumn – full details 
will follow in our eNewsletter.

Annabel McLaren, Chair, Sydenham Society

Your neighbourhood voice
www.sydenhamsociety.com
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A R T I C L E S  P L E A S E !

E - N E W S L E T T E R

Nobel Prize for Literature winner, kazuo 
Ishiguro, wrote his most well-known novel in 
1989 whilst living in Sydenham. The book, The 
Remains of the Day, won the Booker Prize and 
was made into a successful film, starring Anthony 
Hopkins and Emma Thompson. 
The author came to live in Sydenham when his 
wife Lorna met Mrs Lenore Marshall who was a 
colleague at Lewisham Social Services. 
The Marshalls offered the Ishiguros a small flat 
at the top of their house at 9 Charleville Circus.  
Kazuo Ishiguro talked about his ‘dedicated study’ 
in this flat, which was in fact a kind of large 
cupboard, on the half-landing, with peeling walls 
and lacking a door.
Writing years later in the Guardian, Kazuo Ishiguro 
remembered his friendship with the Marshalls;

‘The house was owned by Michael and Lenore 
Marshall, a wonderful couple in their early 60s who 
lived downstairs, and we soon got into the routine 

of gathering in their kitchen at the end of each 
working day to share tea, Mr Kipling cakes and 

rambling, often hilarious conversation about books, 
politics, cricket, the advertising industry, and  

the eccentricities of the English.’

He also recalls raiding kirkdale Bookshop for 
second-hand books.
Lenore Marshall died soon after The Remains of 
the Day was finished, and the author dedicated 
the book to her memory. Readers of the book 
may notice the other, less obvious tribute, to 
Michael. This is when Stevens, the central character 
of the novel, makes admiring references to 
another revered butler, a certain Mr Marshall of 
Charleville House.
The author must have happy memories of his  
stay in Sydenham.

Leslie McCombie

(Ed: article first published in Lewisham Local History journal)
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The fate of the Bell Green gasworks site will 
finally be decided at a three-day public inquiry, 
due to take place in the autumn. The Planning 
Inspectorate have come to the decision that this is 
the only way to settle the long running arguments 
about the eventual use of the site, which consists 
of the Grade 2 listed Livesey Memorial Hall and 
War Memorial, the bowling green, pavilion and 
sports field together with the boundary wall.

Back in July, Southern Gas Networks (SGN) were given 
permission (under permitted development) to demolish the 
locally listed gas holders. We understand, however, that talks 
are still going on about their future. The Mayor of Lewisham, 
Damien Egan, has written to the owners, stating:

“I am writing to urge that your future proposals for the site… 
respect the local area and its history. I do not want to see the 
gasholders demolished as part of any development of the site.

“I consider it essential that proposals for your site are seen 
against our aspirations for the wider area… and the need to 
optimise the use of previously developed land to deliver much 
needed housing in the Borough and particularly the provision of 
genuinely affordable housing for local people.”

In advance of the public inquiry, the Sydenham Society has asked 
Historic England to define the curtilage of the listed buildings in 
order to protect the bowling pavilion, bowling green and sports 
field. The Society has been advised that Listed Building Consent 
should have been sought for the proposed demolition and 
development of these elements, all of which are located inside 
the Victorian boundary wall – also Grade 2 listed. Under SGN’s 
plans these areas would become the site of the SGN storage 
facility and extra car parking, whilst a new Aldi supermarket 
would be built on the land occupied by the gasholders.

Lewisham Council is currently briefing a legal team in order 
to defend its decision to refuse planning permission for the 
proposed development. The issues to be examined include the 
historic setting of the listed buildings, air quality implications, the 
impact of traffic on local streets, and the issue of retail capacity in 
the borough.

In the view of the Sydenham Society, building a  
supermarket and storage facility on this site would be a 
waste of valuable land. Just a couple of hundred yards away 
is the empty former Toys R Us store which would be the 
ideal location for a new supermarket. Alternatively, there's 
the former Budgens/Co-op shop on Sydenham Road which 
has lain empty for the last two years. Commercial developers 
should have a social responsibility to local communities 
rather than soaking up scarce land which could provide  
much needed housing.

BELL GREEN 
PLANS TO GO TO A 
PUBLIC INQUIRY

Continued Inconvenience in Station Approach

Once again the ‘all-singing, all-dancing’ 
toilet in Station Approach is OUT OF ACTION

According to local retailers and street cleaners  
(who especially rely on this facility) the toilet has not been 
working for the past three months, or more.  
The situation has been reported to Lewisham Council.
But there is a mystery. 
Who is the man who comes each day and what does he do  
on his daily visit? Is he the toilet cleaner? Who is providing this 
non-service? How many times has it been reported to the 
service provider that the service is not being provided?  

When can local residents expect to be able to  
spend a proverbial penny again?
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For those who remember the Walter Cobbs 
department store, the site at 291–307 Kirkdale and 
Spring Hill is about to get a makeover. There have 
been meetings with the Council and a planning 
application is expected in the autumn for a mixed 

use residential led scheme, including 35 flats. 

On the ground floor Nando’s is about to open, with Mama 
Dough next door and the lower ground floor space (previously 
Zanzibar) could become a modern entertainment space.

Whilst the changes to Cobbs Corner are welcome I have 
received a number of objections to the proposed Dallas 
Chicken shop at 21 Sydenham Road (previously Calabash) 
and the application for a change of use to A5 takeaway. The 
concern is that another A5 will not be a great addition given the 
high levels of obesity in our young people as well as the loss of 
the A1 retail. 

The Council has a policy of 70% retail (A1 use) in the core  
part of the high street from the railway bridge to the junction  
of Mayow Road and the number of our retail units is below  
this threshold. 

The Sydenham Centre is developing into a great leisure 
space with some fantastic shows from Spontaneous 
Productions and Sydenham Arts and we now have the 
expansion of Ignition Brewery providing a taproom in the 
ground floor studio. Salsa will still take place on Tuesday 
evenings and upstairs there is more space for yoga, pilates 
and other classes.

We have a small team that puts on High Street Happenings 
and we will be getting ready for our annual Halloween event 
on Monday 31 October and then (would you believe already) 
the start of Christmas activities. 

If anyone has listings to be included in the SEE3 Christmas 
Calendar 2018 please let me know. The Sydenham Assembly 
awarded £2,000 this year for the SEE3 High Street Happenings 
programme, as well as other activities during the year, including 
lighting of the Christmas tree. 

Of course it helps get people out when the sun is shining, but 
whatever the weather, if you have some time to volunteer we 
are looking for more people to be part of making the high street 
a vibrant place. 

SEE3 needs help with social media as well as developing 
initiatives in The Sydenham Centre such as tea parties, talks and 
family entertainment.

I have also been liaising with Transport for London regarding 
optimising the timings of the SCOOT (a traffic light 
management system) along Sydenham Road, so that the traffic 
lights are synchronised to enhance traffic flow, as well as giving 
enough time for pedestrians to cross. 

Chris Best  
Councillor for Sydenham Ward and  

Chair of the Sydenham Town Centre Steering Group and SEE3 
cllr_chris.best@lewisham.gov.uk    twitter@chrisbestuk 

SYDENHAM ROAD

U P D AT EPerry Vale 

NEWS
Perry Vale 

NEWS
Young Lewisham Project 

Youth Charity
The Young Lewisham Project (YLP) is probably 

one of our borough’s best kept secrets. 

Set up in 1974 by local residents concerned about 
the antisocial activities of the area’s young people, 
the residents created a workshop to teach them 

motorbike maintenance. Since then, the YLP 
has been a very successful way of tackling the 

frustrations of young people who feel that there is 
nothing for them to do. Now based in Perry Vale, 

the YLP is a registered charity which continues 
to provide opportunities in its safe environment 

for young people between the ages of 13 to 19 to 
learn a vocational course and gain accreditation 

enabling them to plan a career path.
The YLP ethos is to offer a fresh start for young people 
who may be out of mainstream education, by providing 
a caring, supportive and inclusive environment where 
they are encouraged to believe in themselves and gain 
confidence. With clearly set boundaries, the YLP has 
achieved success in its provision of a wide range of 
alternative training courses, off-site activities, residential 
trips, and after-school and holiday activities.

To help celebrate this, on 20 July, the YLP invited Damien 
Egan, Mayor of Lewisham, to give out ASDAN (Award 
Scheme Development Accreditation Network) and OCN 
(Open College Network) certificates to the successful 
young people.

Living opposite the YLP premises, I have seen how the staff 
and volunteers engage and work closely with the young 
people to realise their potential by progressing to college 
or employment. YLP activities include life skills, cookery, 
gardening, carpentry and bicycle maintenance.  As part 
of its Bikes for Africa scheme, the YLP accepts donations 
of unwanted bicycles which it refurbishes and sends to 
Malawi. 

The YLP receives no statutory funding and relies fully  
on grants or donations from other organisations and 

what it raises via its own fundraising events. 

It is now registered with Amazon Smile,  
so if you shop on Amazon you could choose that they 
donate a portion of your purchase price to the YLP.

Visit smile.amazon.co.uk and select  
Young Lewisham Project.

Councillor Susan Wise 
Perry Vale Ward & Chair Housing Select Committee   

Cllr_Susan.Wise@lewisham.gov.uk
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We can all agree that the 
need for affordable and 
social rented housing in 
London has never been 
greater. As local people 
continue to struggle to 
find the deposit for a 
home, and are left to face 
exorbitant rents, it is vital 
that we use all the tools 
at our disposal to get to 
grips with this crisis.

In addressing the vast scale of this challenge, 
the Mayor of London has to perform the 
rather tricky balancing act of fulfilling his 
ambitious pledge to build 116,000 affordable 
homes by 2022, whilst protecting and 
enhancing the capital’s precious green spaces.

Generally, the Mayor has shown leadership 
on this issue, giving his support for 50% of 
the city to be green by 2050. This is in stark 
contrast to his predecessor, who approved a 
huge number of developments on protected 
land like Metropolitan Open Land, Green 
Belt and local spaces.

However, on a local level, we have recently 
seen some of our community disappointed 
by the Mayor’s refusal to take over Lewisham 
Council’s planning decision to redevelop 
Tidemill Gardens in Deptford. Whilst the 
scheme is set to provide much needed 
new homes, it sadly comes at the cost of 
invaluable open space.

The Council’s proposals for the provision of 
replacement green space are patchy  
and insufficient. 

They are also particularly disappointing when 
the Save Tidemill Campaign Group came 
forward with plans that would have delivered 
the same number of homes and retained the 
community gardens.

Evidently, there are many lessons to be 
learnt from Tidemill Gardens. Similar to 
local authorities across London, Lewisham 
Council are under huge pressures to satisfy 
housing demand locally, despite significant 
Government cuts. However, when it comes 
to confronting tough choices and developing 
on green space, all London councils need 
to think a lot more carefully about what is at 
stake for the wider public realm.

The blunt reality is that once green spaces 
are developed on, they are lost forever. In 
Sydenham, Lewisham Council are currently 
weighing up another proposed development 
at Hillcrest Woods. As a Borough Grade 1 Site 
of Important Nature Conservation (SINC) 
and ancient woodland, it is integral that they 
approach this sensibly with plans that do not 
put it at undue risk.

FROM LEN DUVALL
A s s e m b l y  M e m b e r  
Greater London Assembly

Earlier this year, the Sydenham Assembly voted to 
turn the autumn meeting into a Fun Palace! 

Fun Palaces are a growing movement in the Uk  
and all local people are invited to take part over  
the weekend of Saturday 6 October and  
Sunday 7 October.
Fun Palaces are essentially where a community space is made 
available to local residents who want to show and share the 
particular skills they have, for free, with other local people.
It's NOT a fete or a fair with people sitting at stalls handing 
out leaflets – it is local residents and businesses teaching and 
learning from each other.
It helps to build community spirit and it enables people to learn 
more about their neighbours and their neighbourhood, and it 
can spark new social action and activities within the area.
We have actors, artists, beekeepers and many others who 
have already said they are willing to share their skills at the 
Sydenham Fun Palaces. Businesses are also welcome to take 
part and promote themselves, but the offer has to be free. 
So, for example, a restaurant’s chef could teach individuals a 
cooking skill.
We are the first Fun Palace event in the UK that has decided 

to create four Fun Palaces which will happen at the following 
venues on the following dates: 

SATURDAY 6 OCTOBER
The New Generation Youth Centre, 
Wells Park Rd, 1pm – 5pm
The Grove Centre, 2 Jews Walk (time to be confirmed)
The Sydenham Centre, next to the Post Office, 
12 noon – 6pm

SUNDAY 7 OCTOBER
The Sydenham Centre, next to the Post Office 
(time to be confirmed)

SATURDAY 6 AND SUNDAY 7 OCTOBER
Sydenham Community Library, next to Home Park,
11am – 5pm

So, if you want to share your skills please go to 
www.funpalaces.co.uk and look for 
Sydenham Fun Palaces or, if you want to learn a new skill, 
simply turn up on the day.  We hope to see you there.

          Councillor Liam Curran
            Chair, Sydenham Assembly

SHARE AND LEARN NEW SkILLS AT SYDENHAM FUN PALACES

OCTOBER SYDENHAM
FUN PALACES

ARE FOR EVERYONE
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After 24 years as Vicar of St Bartholomew’s 
Church in Westwood Hill, Michael Kingston 
and his wife, Charlotte, are leaving Sydenham 
and will set up home in Bicester, Oxfordshire. 
With four children now spreading their wings, 
they hope that the move to the middle of the 
country will help them all to keep in touch. 
And, with a good train service from Bicester to 
Marylebone station, Michael anticipates they 
will be able to keep up with their friends in 
Sydenham on a regular basis.

As a young boy, Michael went to a local grammar school in 
Portsmouth. With a love for music he studied the piano and 
then moved on to the school’s organ, winning the school’s 
organ scholarship and progressing to be an Associate of the 
Royal College of Organists.

Leaving school after ‘A’ levels, he worked for a year on the 
counter of a Post Office, before going up to King’s College 
London to read Theology. After graduating he spent a year at 
St Augustine’s College in Canterbury before being ordained in 
1974 in Christ Church, Oxford. Thereafter he became a Curate in 
a church in Reading, close to his parent’s home in Wokingham.

In 1977, he joined the Diocese of Southwark, becoming Vicar 
of St Bart’s 24 years ago, one of the longest serving incumbents 
of the parish. He also served his time as the Area Dean of West 
Lewisham and has been appointed as one of the Honorary 
Canons of Southwark, which allows him to preach twice a year 
in the cathedral and take part in all major events.

With a love of music, and St Bart’s Church having a good 
acoustic, it is not surprising that Michael has been keen to open 

the church to the local community, and this has resulted in a 
variety of music played by the many musicians living locally. 
Starting with two orchestral charitable concerts in the early 
2000’s, the annual two-week Sydenham International Music 
Festival began in 2002 and ran for 10 years, based at St Bart’s. 
It finished in 2012 when the organisation was unable to raise 
sufficient funds. However, concerts of all sorts continue to be 
held in the church, and over the past few years, now include 
events during the Sydenham Arts Festival.

Over the past 24 years Michael has been involved with the 
continued need for maintenance and repair of the fabric of the 
185 year-old Grade 2 listed church. A St Bart’s Restoration Fund 
was launched in the autumn of 2014 and since then the building 
has had continuous repair work.  A shortage of Heritage Lottery 
funding currently means the work needs to be concentrated  
on shoring up the tower and getting the clock back up and 
running again.

Retiring officially on 30 September, Michael and Charlotte will 
not be leaving Sydenham immediately. There is the little matter 
of sorting out the contents of the Vicarage – the Restoration 
Fund is likely to be boosted by the proceeds from a jumble sale!

The future in Bicester?  As a retired, but ordained priest, 
Michael will be happy to offer his services to his new diocese, 
and both he and Charlotte (and Oatie, the Scottie) are looking 
forward to getting to know their new local community.

For those of us in Sydenham who have been lucky to know 
them over the past 24 years, we wish them well and they go 
with our thanks for all they have done within the community.

Pat Trembath
(Ed: My personal thanks go to him as a regular Sydenham Society News 

deliverer.  This newsletter is the last that comes through the door of 
members living in and around Cobbs Corner and Peak Hill.  

Position now vacant – any offers of help will be welcomed.)   

THE REVEREND 
MICHAEL 
KINGSTON 
RETIRES
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Four years since the launch of SABRE (SAint Bart’s 
REstoration Appeal), and subsequent removal of the 
dangerously unsafe clock faces, St Bart’s plans to 
reinstate the faces next year as part of its 
Tower restoration project.
Late last year, with support from the Listed 
Places of Worship Roof Repair Fund, 
we undertook urgent repairs to the Vestry 
and Sacristy roofs and drains. However, 
the long process of applying for grants for 
the tower became increasingly frustrating, 
with conditions becoming more and more 
difficult for both major building work and 
churches. So we have decided to abandon 
previous funding strategies, break the work 
into smaller packages, stagger them where 
necessary, and apply to multiple smaller funds. 
As well as this, we will once more appeal to the 
generosity of individuals within the community.

St Bartholomew’s contains much that is wonderful; 
including stained glass, historic organ, arts and crafts reredos, 
and an extremely rare tower clock by Benjamin Vulliamy, clockmaker 
to the Crown. With full access, the large, under-used crypt would have 
huge potential for community use, but only when the building is sound. 

We plan to start work after Easter 2019 and, depending on fundraising 
progress, move on to the next phase(s) quickly afterwards. 

The work is as follows:

Phase 1, May – November 2019

Restore the upper levels of the tower (internal and external) and some 
parapets. Make safe the original bell. Conserve and reinstate (but not 
reconnect) the blue and gilt slate Vulliamy clock faces, and remove the 

Vulliamy clock mechanism for display in its unrestored state as a 
focus for further fundraising.

Capital Cost: c£167,000.  
Still to raise: c£19,000 (+ fees)

Next or simultaneously,  
if sufficient funds are raised
Conserve and reinstate the clock  
mechanism, connecting it to the faces. 
Restore the original bell, and, but only with 
community approval, the chimes. Undertake 
additional high-level repairs to the Chancel 
roof, creating safe access to it – vital for 

improved future maintenance.

Capital Cost: c£48,000. £12,000 raised so 
far. Still to raise: c£36,000 (+ fees)

Finally
Access to the tower and high-level roofs involves traversing 

exposed ladders, roofs and parapets. Inspection is dangerous in the dark, 
in rain or high winds. Just when the roofs are at their most vulnerable, 
inspection becomes impossible. 
The original church contained a small circular staircase within 
one corner of the tower, lost after alterations in 1884. We now 
know at least one part remains intact, giving the possibility of 
internal access to all the high levels of the building once more. 
This is under investigation now!

Taking Back Time

St. Bartholomew’s Clock and Tower Project

7

To receive our E-newsletter visit www.stbartschurchsydenham.org/newsletter.html 
or email gilldaly@virginmedia.com to keep up-to-date with our progress and events.

If you would like to make a donation, here’s how
Cheque payable to PCC of St Bartholomew’s Sydenham. Pass it to a church member or post to 

Peter Stubbs, PCC Treasurer, 7 Doctors Close, Sydenham, SE26 6DL
BACS CAF Bank, account name PCC of St Bartholomew Sydenham, sort code 40-52-40, account no 00030572. 

Taxpayers can boost the value of their donations through Gift Aid. 
 Please contact Peter Stubbs for a Gift Aid declaration form. 

Thank you so much!   Gill Daly
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the Greyhound, Bob Wines 
and the Poodle Club – as well as 
running pop-up bars with Sydenham 
Arts, Spontaneous Productions, 
Deutsche Bank and 
Land Securities.

Our business model is simple.  
Our team brew great beer and sell 
it. Sales revenue pays for staff wages 
(we pay £9.70 an hour), rent, tax and 
ingredients. We give our profits away  
or reinvest them in the business.  
So far, so good.

However, the number of jobs we can 
offer is limited by our brewing capacity 
and the margin on our sales to trade is low. 
We needed to take control of our supply chain 
(brew our beer and sell it to the public directly) and the way 
to do that was to open our own taproom.

Sydenham Society News  •  Autumn 2018

L o c a l  e n t e r p r i s e  m a k e s  l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t y  n o  b a r r i e r  t o  e m p l o y m e n t

Ignition Brewery was founded to 
demonstrate that people with learning 
disabilities make great employees,  
and in our case, brew great beer!  
94% of people with a learning disability 
are unemployed which is bad for our 
economy and a waste of their talents. 

W e  w a n t e d  t o  c h a n g e  t h a t
The idea sprang from the Leegate Tuesday Club, which is an action-
packed night out for people with a learning disability. With a professional 
DJ, we belt out hits from Elvis to Drake, bringing 200–300 people 
together to dance the night away, 50 weeks a year. Although the club 
offers many things, a career isn’t one of them. Most of our members are 
unemployed, and many resort to hanging around shopping centres or 
watching TV during the rest of the week.

R a t h e r  t h a n  t r y  t o  p e r s u a d e  l o c a l 
e m p l o y e r s  t o  t a k e  o n  o u r  g u y s ,  

w e  d e c i d e d  t o  f o r m  o u r  o w n  c o m p a n y  
a n d  e m p l o y  o u r s e lv e s ! 

We needed something that was labour-intensive, fairly repetitive and 
that had a reasonable profit margin. That meant either brewing beer, or 
manufacturing moisturiser. We went with the former and, after some 
patient and persistent negotiation, managed to find a brewery that 
would set us loose on their equipment.  

None of us had any brewing experience, but we were lucky enough 
to have the support of Michaela White and Rory Cahill to help us 
through the day. The team loved the experience and we decided to go 
again. Soon, we had taken up the bottling process and momentum was 
building. We designed a brewing methodology that worked for the team 
and started to brew regularly.

We then took a chance and decided to rent a former pottery storeroom 
at the back of the Sydenham Centre. Ceilings out, walls painted, raised 
floors in, we had our own base and a place we could call home. 
Licences (six different ones) were obtained and exams passed, including 
Food Hygiene – we achieved a five-star rating.

A LL w e  n e e d e d  n e x t w a s  t h e  e q u i p m e n t !
The miraculous happened when Brewhouse and kitchen sold 
us their commercial brewing kit for just £1. Suddenly, we were an 
independent commercial brewery, with customers, brewing fresh beer 
and on the go. That was August last year.  

Since then, we have been building up our customer base – including 
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Thankfully, the front of the Sydenham Centre has a large studio with 
floor-to-ceiling windows in the middle of Sydenham Road. You couldn’t 
ask for a more perfect venue. Already used by yoga, salsa and pilates 
groups, it is a lovely space and one that the community enjoys using. 
Our plans were to expand on that and create a venue where existing 
activities thrive, but where Ignition could also offer a taproom on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturdays.

However, because we brew alcohol, we get turned down from pretty 
much every grant funder and we don’t receive a grant from Lewisham 
Council. Unfortunately, no one in the team is a millionaire, so we had to 
find alternative funding to make our vision a reality.  

W h o  s t e p p e d  i n ? 
T h e  G r e a t  B r i t i s h  P u b l i c !

We went to Crowdfunder and 
asked people to help us pay for the 
refurbishment so that we could open a 
bar and community space that offered 
aspirational jobs to people with learning 
disabilities. This would showcase their 
talents through the sale of excellent beer 
that they themselves have made.

We smashed our Crowdfunder target 
and have been overwhelmed by the 
enthusiasm and generosity that we have 

received during this process. Everybody needs to feel they have some 
backing and we now have 300 backers!  

L o c a l  p e o p l e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  h a v e 
b e e n  e x t r e m e ly  k i n d  a n d  s u p p o r t i v e . 

T h a n k  y o u !
So, work has begun. The established Centre users have been extremely 
flexible, patient and forgiving whilst we do this – and  
we are due to open on Saturday 1 September when we will 
welcome our first Sydenham customers through the door. Our aim 
is to be a venue with something for all locals. We have plans for a 
Sydenham Drinks Trail, taproom takeovers, Penge Salami 
Week, as well as an All Ability Chamber of Commerce which 
offers practical support to people who want to set up businesses with 
people who have learning disabilities. 

Apart from our amazing Head Brewer, Tash, our team currently has 
zero experience at running a taproom. However, we previously didn’t 
know how to brew but that worked out well. And it is the same ethos 
as the brewery – the end product has to be excellent, otherwise we 
won’t be sustainable.

Our ultimate goal is to match the same high-level of customer 
experience that you would enjoy at the Greyhound – with our own 
unique twist. Smart uniforms have been delivered, intensive training has 
been completed and we have looked at more lighting options than Las 
Vegas... we are getting there.

The future is bright
We have just brewed a collaborative beer with Wild Beer Company 
(launching at the Craft Beer Festival in August), the taproom is nearly 
ready and our beer is selling well.  Success brings success and so we are 
going to keep up the momentum, keep stretching our team and keep 
highlighting what they can achieve.

People always ask – ‘has it been worth it?’  It’s a definite ‘yes’. 
Sometimes, it can feel like being on an unending episode of The 
Apprentice, but for the team to have unlocked their talents in a really 
surprising way, has been amazing. Our bottling process is unrivalled, the 
team’s technical understanding of brewing is excellent, and our sign-
writing is really beautiful. We are genuinely successful because of each 
team-member’s contribution.

I n  t h e  e n d ,  m o s t  p e o p l e  w a n t  
t h e  s a m e  t h i n g s  i n  l i f e : 

a  h o m e ,  s o m e o n e  t o  l o v e  a n d  a  p u r p o s e . 
B y  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  I g n i t i o n  i s  m a k i n g  i t s 

h o m e  i n  S y d e n h a m ,  l o v i n g  i t s  r e s i d e n t s  
a n d  b r i n g i n g  t h e m  g r e a t  b e e r ! 

W e  v e r y  m u c h  l o o k  f o r w a r d  
t o  w e l c o m i n g  y o u .



Sydenham Society News  •  Autumn 2018

10

Both my parents were teachers and, growing up, I 
wanted to follow in their footsteps. I know from their 
experience the hard work and effort the vocation takes, 
and how the sector truly attracts those with a passion and 
desire to further our children's development. 
The effect a teacher can have on a child is life-changing. 
They are a tribute to our society. And this passion and 
care is exactly what I have been seeing as I have visited 
our local schools. 
School standards were one of the  
driving forces behind my involvement in 
politics. When I was a pupil, I attended 
a school which did not have enough 
textbooks to go around and taught 
its lessons in sheds that were  
falling apart. 
I felt that this just wasn't good 
enough and I wanted to help 
change things for the better. School 
standards have come on a long way 
since then and I have been proud to 
see this reflected across our schools. 
However, one issue pervades across all 
of them: they are all facing serious cuts  
to their funding. 
Whilst this is extremely worrying, the effort from 
local parent groups organising fetes, movie nights and 
other events to help raise money to buy supplies and 
equipment, is heartening. But schools cannot rely on 
parents to ensure continuing standards.
Following on from these visits I tabled Parliamentary 
questions to ascertain the Government’s assessment of 

the adequacy of funding for our schools. 
The answer I received was that the Government has 
made an extra investment of £1.3 billion in the core 
schools' budgets across 2018–19 and 2019–20.
However, this is not new money but rather is coming 
from other cuts to education budgets. The independent 
Institute for Fiscal Studies has said there will still have 

been a cut in real terms funding for schools of 
4.6% between 2015 and 2019. 

It is also the case that funding has not 
been increased in line with inflation.

Unfortunately therefore, we are  
still facing the first, in real terms, 
cut in school budgets for over 
two decades. 
These cuts have created a 
teacher recruitment crisis, forced 
teachers to leave the profession 

in record numbers, and sent class 
sizes soaring.

There is no doubt that we have  
the talent and commitment from  

our schools in Sydenham, and across  
the constituency. 

But we need to invest, not cut, to retain this. We have so 
much to be proud of, but I fear without the right national 
support we may be entering another difficult period for 
our local schools. 
For my part, I will continue to fight back against this.

                                                              Ellie Reeves MP   

 A celebration of our 
  local schools Ellie Reeves MP

10

Over the last few months, I have had the pleasure of  
visiting the schools across the constituency and in particular  

the schools in Sydenham. 
What has struck me across all of them is the dedication and  

real sense of purpose amongst the teaching staff. 
This care and effort is certainly reflected in the standard of the 
children's work and is partly why Lewisham has some of the  

best-performing primary schools in London.



Sydenham Society News  •  Autumn 2018

11

The new Trust taking over the management of Crystal 
Palace Park from the London Borough of Bromley is now in 
existence. 
The Trustees will take the park over in 2019, although 
bills will still be invoiced to Bromley until such time as the 
housing land, on what will be the former Caravan Club site 
and other previously developed sites in Crystal Palace Park 
Road, have been sold for development.  
All the legal procedures, which need to be in place before 
a planning application can be submitted, have been 
completed, and the Caravan Club is no longer taking 
bookings for pitches after the end of this current year.  
It is anticipated that there will be objections to the proposed 
housing, but as the Masterplan went through all the legal 

processes between 2009 and 2013, the principle of building 
on already ‘developed land’ within the park has been 
established, and will result in an extra four acres of parkland.
When the Caravan Club land has been sold, the revenue 
will provide the seedcorn funding for the Trust and that, 
as well as revenue from regular events in the park, will be 
the main source of funding into the future. Applications for 
charitable funding for certain projects will be made as and 
when deemed appropriate.
As to the future of the National Sports Centre?  Most of the 
threat to the future of athletics and swimming etc. will be 
safeguarded although, as it will no longer be the National 
Sports Centre, but will be a Regional Sports Centre, not 
unreasonably, it is anticipated that spectator capacity  
will be reduced.

C R Y S TA L  PA L A C E  PA R K  T R U S T 

In 1865, a pedestrian subway with vestibule, stairs and 
walkway, was opened to take you into the Crystal Palace from 
the High Level Station. It was designed by Charles Barry Junior 
and was a splendid example of Victorian construction.

From 1954, after the railway line closed, the access to it gradually fell 
into dilapidation from both sides of Crystal Palace Parade.  It was Grade 
2 listed by English Heritage on 27 September 1972 and, until the access 
became too dangerous, it was opened for the annual ‘Victorian Day’ for 
local organisations, including the Sydenham Society, to set up stalls and 
generally enjoy local festivities.

It was finally closed for Health and Safety reasons in 1999.

In 2012, a group of local people – ‘Friends of the Subway’ – came 
together with a dream of reopening the subway. Working with both 
Bromley and Southwark Council and, with permitted and very restricted 
access, they were allowed to open the subway over the weekend of 
Open House in September that year. Over 1,500 people turned up to 
see the local hidden gem.

Following this, the Friends submitted a planning application to Southwark 
in 2013 with a view to reopening it from the less dilapidated Southwark 

side. Funding from various sources was then applied for, and £50,000 was 
eventually raised which enabled a new gate, a new stairway and handrails 
to be installed, together with various other safety and security measures, 
all approved by English Heritage.

The subway has been open on Open House Weekend ever since, and 
continues to attract many visitors.

On 23 March 2018 Heritage England raised its status to Grade 2*  
giving the architectural reasons as: 

• An elaborate pedestrian subway, with finely-crafted Byzantine-style 
   vaulting in high-quality materials, which survives well 

• An architecturally imaginative and elegant solution to the problem of  
   transporting visitors beneath the road, and providing a dramatic prelude 
   to the Crystal Palace

• One of the few surviving structures related to Crystal Palace and its  
   re-erection on Sydenham Hill. 

Subsequently, Southwark Council has undertaken resurfacing work to  
the terrace, but rather than a standard paving job, the materials and 
pattern used are inspired by archive records held by Historic England. 
The new terrace uses a Red Mansfield sandstone and Portland Stone.

Historic hidden gem: Crystal Palace Subway

Photographs LB Southwark
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First World War Memorial returning to Christ Church

Our Days Are 
Numbered
by Jill Hogben

This is essentially a love story,  
albeit a doomed one, set in 1944  
during the War at RAF Manston 
in kent. It has an authentic tone 
in its use of the language and 
catchphrases of the day, and very 
cleverly shows us the human 
preoccupations against the 
background of war.

The story begins in Tannsfeld Road in 
Sydenham and there are accounts of 
bombing raids including the bomb that fell 
at Cobb’s restaurant, visits to the Rink 
Cinema, food rationing and other privations 
endured by ordinary people.

The story was constructed through poems 
and letters found after the author’s mother 
died, and the author deems it “faction” as 
the descriptions of the work at the airbase 
and the planes are very well-researched.

Also evocative are the glimpses of nature 
through the seasons, seen through the eyes 
of the lovers. The almost languid pace of the 
book while the relationship blossoms, gives 
way to a harsh and hasty conclusion when 
the reader realises the lifelong impact of 
those heady days.

Jill grew up in Sydenham. She is an historian 
and has written three church histories. She 
lives in Westgate-on-Sea. 

Copies of the book, priced at £7.50,  
can be ordered from Sue Grindlay (020 
8699 6398) or sue.grindlay@gmail.com 
by Friday 14th September at the latest.

BOOK 
 

SYDENHAM

REVIEW
S O C I E T Y

Christ Church on South Road, Forest Hill, was 
in a hopeless condition around 20 years ago and 
was subsequently converted into flats. However 
Christ Church Chapel was retained within the 
redevelopment and is now served by the St 
George’s and St Michael’s ministry team.

Sadly, after the changes to the church the marble War 
Memorial was not re-installed. 
However, now St George's is aiming to reinstall the 
memorial in Christ Church Chapel with a Service of 
Remembrance on 11 November 2018 (the centenary of 
the ending of WW1) – an ideal time to bring it back into 
prominence as a significant memorial to men of Forest 
Hill and Sydenham, and their families.

Among the sixty-eight names it records are poignant 
reminders of the loss of life: neighbours; brothers 
(including twin brothers); only sons. 
Many names have now been traced and their addresses 
known, but others are a mystery. Perhaps a sister 
commemorated a brother; maybe a fiancée, whose lover 
never returned to marry her? 
One man, who emigrated to Canada from Forest Hill, 
was awarded a Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM), 
and another awarded both the DCM and the Victoria 
Cross.  
Do you know of any the men who were commemorated 
on this Memorial and can you help to trace their stories? 
Please contact parish.office@stgeorgeandstmichael.org.uk 
(for the attention of Janet Killeen).

A service will be held at 3pm on Sunday 11 November 2018 at the Chapel on South Road, 
to commemorate these lives lost. Members of the Sydenham Society will be very welcome. 

A commemorative booklet is being prepared with details of all the Servicemen  
(67 out of 68) who have been traced.

Names 'Associated with this Parish' that are commemorated
Ernest F Adams 
Herbert C Ambrose 
Albert C Amsler   
William C Bance  
Henry Bassett 
Leonard C Boag 
Walter E B Boecker 
Cecil E Bowden 
Victor F Bristow 
James W Brooks 
Alfred Budgen 
 

Tom Budgen 
Michael Callanan 
Harold M N Chatterton 
William F Chesterton 
Harold C Clarke 
Albert Clayton 
Sidney Coles 
Robert Cresswell 
Cecil J Davies 
Norman S Davies 
James Draper 
Harold Elphick 

Leslie Elphick 
William J Everitt 
Cyril J Ford 
Leslie W Gibbins 
Stanley Greenwood  
William Griffiths 
Will Hersee DCM 
Ernest A Holder 
Fred Horlock 
Arthur B Jay 
William Jenns 
Walter Jones 

Dudley W Lancaster 
Thomas C Lindley 
Walter K Lindley 
Peter C London 
John Lynn, DCM, VC 
Arthur B Marston 
Cyril P Marston 
Harry L Maynard 
George W Moore 
Stanley C Narraway 
Edwin E C Paddon 
William H Payne 

Frederick W Peet 
Sidney C Pepperell 
Frank J R Poynor 
Stanley M Rhoades 
Walter S Robinson 
Charles L Robinson 
Frank Sherrington 
Ralph Sivier 
James Skipper 
William J Smail 
Percy C Somerset 
Joseph H Stead 

Fred Stroud 
C Melliar Talbot 
Harold Toms 
John Vine 
William Websdale 
Herbert Websdale 
Frederick E Webster 
Harold D West 
Augustus M Wheeler
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Ancient trees from the Great North Wood still can be 
found in Sydenham Wells Park. This is a park where you 
can enjoy a wide variety of trees, shrubs and birds, some of 
which are rare species. There’s a Nature Reserve which 
has a wild pond with a bug hotel and a stag-beetle 
loggery, and in the larger pond you can find geese, coots 
and moorhens. During the summer dragonflies can be 
seen flying over the water. 
Part of the Green Chain Walk between Crystal Palace Park 
and Sydenham Hill Woods comes through the park, and this, 
along with the beautiful flower beds, the mobile café, 
and the water play in the summer months, are very popular 
features. Unfortunately the toilets are only available when 
the park keeper is in the park on Monday, Friday and Sunday, 
but the owners of the mobile café do hold a key.
Activities in the park include the Tuesday Healthy Living 
Walk, which starts at 11am by the pond (the nearest gate is 
on Longton Avenue, opposite Ormanton Road). In May, a Bat 
Walk and a Tree Walk were led by the London Wildlife 
Trust, both of which were a great success.
The park also has two tennis courts that can be booked. 
Access is now the responsibility of the Lawn Tennis 
Association. To book your slot, please visit their website: 
clubspark.lta.org.uk/SydenhamWellsPark/Booking 
Fortunately, more fox-proof bins were purchased with 
proceeds from last year’s Plant Sale and this year our sale 
raised over £400.
It is a park with plenty to offer and its Green Flag status is 
well-deserved.
Our next event is the Fun Palace weekend which is 
6-7 October. Keep an eye out for details of this exciting 
event. Finally, our next Committee Meeting is on 
Tuesday 11 September at 4.30pm in the Glendale 
hut, Wells Park Road and we would welcome new 
members so do come along. 

Monika Mitchell 
SWPIG (Sydenham Wells Park Improvement Group)

Website: sydenhamwellspark.org

Sydenham Wells Park retains itsSydenham Wells Park retains its

GREEN FLAG 
S T A T U S
GREEN FLAG 
S T A T U S

C O M I N G  T H I S  A U T U M N  T O 
UPSTAIRS AT THE SYDENHAM CENTRE 
FROM SPONTANEOUS PRODUCTIONS

The Three Little Pigs Go West
An original, musical version of the classic 
fairy tale set in the Wild West and silent-
movie era of Hollywood, runs for 5 
weekends from Saturday 15 September 
to Sunday 21 October (excluding 6/7 
October). With two shows on Saturdays 
and Sundays at 2pm & 4pm, the show 
lasts approx 1 hour, and is suitable for 
families with children aged 3+ 

(under 3s free). 
Tickets cost £12 for adults, £6 for children. For parties of 5 
children or more child tickets are £5. The box office opens mid-
August. spontaneousproductions.co.uk/three-little-pigs

Sydenham Centre Saturday
As part of Sydenham Fun Palace (6/7 
Oct), Spontaneous Productions will be 
hosting free arts and science activities 
for all ages on Saturday 6 October 
(noon–6pm) Upstairs at the Sydenham 
Centre. Photography, creative writing, 
music and dance, video, life drawing... 
come along and take part! 
funpalaces.co.uk/discover/sydenham-
centre-saturday 

WATCH OUT FOR FUTURE EVENTS
Cream of Ocelot
The very best short comic plays by The 
Brothers Kaufman. Four dates in October (to 
be confirmed). Tickets on sale in September.

Till the Boys Come Home
A free screening of all four parts of our epic 
community musical about WW1, marking 
the centenary of the Armistice on Saturday 
10 / Sunday 11 November (times to be 
confirmed), culminating in a cast reunion 

and performance of musical numbers from the shows.  
(In association with Sydenham Arts.)

ALSO New educational classes for the autumn

First Act
Acting classes for adults (beginners welcome) start Tuesday 18 
September. Six fortnightly sessions will explore a range of acting 
styles and techniques and culminate in a presentation of short scenes 
presented ‘script-in-hand’.  
Adults (18+) only. £72 full price, £60 concession price. 

Comedy ScriptHub
Suitable for aspiring comedy scriptwriters of all levels of experience. 
Six fortnightly Wednesday evening sessions from 3 October. Over 
16s only. £72 full price, £60 concession price. 

Junior WriteClub
Fun creative writing classes (ten sessions) for children aged 7–13, 
every Saturday morning (10–11am) from Saturday 15 September. 
Run by published author Cate Sampson, this term the theme will 
be animal stories. £7.50 per session (£75 per term payable in 
advance). Sibling rate: £6.50 per session (£65 per term payable 
in advance.) Special early bird price: book before 15 August 
2018 and pay £65 per term for first child, and £60 per term for 
second child.

To sign up for any of the classes 
email workshops@spontaneousproductions.co.uk



Sydenham Society News  •  Autumn 2018

14

Ribera: Art of Violence   
23 September – 27 January 2019

This autumn, Dulwich Picture Gallery will present Ribera: Art of 
Violence, the first UK show dedicated to the Spanish Baroque painter, 

draughtsman and printmaker, Jusepe de Ribera (1591–1652) – also 
known as lo Spagnoletto or ‘the little Spaniard’ – bringing together his 

most arresting and provocative works.
A selection of eight monumental canvasses will be displayed, alongside 

significant drawings and prints, to explore the powerful theme of 
violence in Ribera’s art. There will be 40 works arranged thematically, 

examining Ribera’s striking depictions of saintly martyrdom and 
mythological violence; skin and the five senses; crime and punishment; 
and the bound male figure. The exhibition will bring together works 
from seven countries including major European and North American 

institutions. Many will be displayed for the first time in the UK.

‘The Colour Palace’ – a lively and celebratory fusion of European 
and African cultural traditions by Pricegore and Yinka Ilori – has 

been chosen as the second Dulwich Pavilion for summer 2019. 
The temporary outdoor structure will open at Dulwich Picture 
Gallery during the London Festival of Architecture in June 

2019. This winning entry was selected through a design competition 
co-hosted by the Festival and the Gallery. 

Intended as a celebration of colour, pattern and light, it draws on 
European and African cultural traditions. 

Each side of the timber louvres forming the façade is painted a 
different colour, which in turn creates shifting layers of pattern when 

viewed from different perspectives around the pavilion. 
It will act as an outdoor welcome and orientation space  

for visitors to the Dulwich Picture Gallery, as well as a flexible public 
space that can be used for performances, talks and other events. 
Its lightweight timber frame structure is mounted on monumental 
feet (formed from precast concrete drainage channels) to maintain 

panoramic views of Sir John Soane’s Dulwich Picture Gallery and its 
gardens, and also contains a gantry around its internal perimeter that 

acts as a viewpoint for performances or other events within. 
It is hoped that the pavilion will have a future life after  
its time at the Gallery. Thanks to its modular design,  

it will be possible to reconfigure the parts to create a shelter of 
different proportions, or multiple structures of smaller scale.

The project builds on the success of the first ever Dulwich Pavilion in 
2017 – ‘After Image’ by IF_DO – which was one of the highlights 

of that year’s London Festival of Architecture and the Gallery’s 
bicentenary year. 

As well as helping the Gallery to overcome space constraints, attract 
new audiences and broaden its appeal to a wider demographic, the 

pavilion achieved critical acclaim and won multiple awards. 

     Design for 2019 
Picture Gallery Pavilion 
         announced

Dulwich Picture Gallery
FORTHCOMING EXHIBITION

The Library has had a good, though a very hot, summer. 
The library was transformed into an art gallery for the two 
weeks of the Artists Trail by the Quaggy Printmakers 
and friends. Our display shelves were emptied of books, 
and display stands were fitted in under the domes. Six 
artists displayed and sold their work. Pippa Stacey’s 
glass workshop for children and adults was very well 
attended. Stalls appeared on the piazza selling crafts and 
plants. The knitting group gallantly carried on knitting on 
the two Saturday mornings.

Our Summer Reading Challenge is in full swing, until 8 
September, with over seventy children enrolled already. 
The theme this year is ‘Mischief Makers’ based around 
characters from the Beano, but no increase in mischief-
making so far, as children come and tell us about the library 
books they have read and are given small prizes for each 
book they discuss with us.

We are looking forward to hosting the Sydenham 
Society Quiz on Tuesday 11 September. 
Teams of up to six, £2 per head, or just come and form a 
team on the night. Drinks and light refreshments available  
(see page 15 for further details).

Can a library be a Fun Palace?  Yes! 
We are one of four Fun Palaces in Sydenham on the 
weekend of 6/7 October between 11am and 5pm.  
The idea is to share skills, try new things, including arts and 
science, and have fun. We hope to have an African dance 
session, a philosophy workshop, adults’ crafts including 
jewellery making,  something electronic from the Code 
Club, Radio Sydenham offering online podcasting tasters, 
a balloon workshop, a science activity, and children’s 
crafts with kate making a giant cardboard box palace! 
If anyone can offer materials, help, or hold other activities, 
please contact Ilse Towler on ilsetowler42@gmail.com, 
or leave a message at the library. 

Adults’ crafts are working on their autumn programme 
and will soon be back, as will Thursday Rhyme Time 
with Cat and her guitar. Tuesday Rhyme Time for the 
under fives hope to continue through the summer – see 
our Facebook page or website for information, or ring the 
library on 020 8778 1753 for updates.

 SYDENHAM
COMMUNITY
LIBRARY 
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Annual cost of membership
Individual (includes partner)  £6.00 per year
Senior citizen (includes partner) £5.00 per year
Postal member (includes partner) £8.50/£7.50 per year

Name of your bank/building society 

Address of your bank/building society 

Account number  Sort code 

Signed 

Your name (please print) 

Please pay the Sydenham Society (Lloyds Bank plc, Sydenham Branch, 
Sort Code 30-98-42, Account no. 00524410) the sum of £8.50/£7.50/£6/£5  
(please delete as appropriate) on 5 January each year until further notice.   
This replaces any standing order in favour of the ‘Sydenham Society’.

Bank details for The Sydenham Society standing order
Name 

Address  

 Post code 

Tel day  Tel eve 

Email 

Renewal is due in January. Postal members are those resident outside 
SE23 and SE26 post codes. Subscriptions can be paid by cheque or 
standing order. Please make cheques payable to The Sydenham Society.

SYDENHAM SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM

!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Please return to: Roger Feather, 71 Hall Drive, Sydenham, London SE26 6XL   Tel: 020 8778 4318   Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com

Quiz Nite
Tuesday 11 September 
At Sydenham Community 
Library 7.30pm for 7.45pm. 
There are a limited number 
of tables so please contact Pat 
(pattrembath@gmail.com) or 
Steve (swmyles@aol.com) if you 
have a team of 4–6 players and 

want to take part. Individuals are welcome and will be accommodated. 
Proceeds to Friends of Sydenham Community Library. 

Mithraeum Museum visit
Wednesday 26 September
Visit to Mithraeum Museum, Walbrook.   
Free timed group (11–30 people) but tickets will need to be 
booked, so if you are interested in joining this visit please contact Pat 
(pattrembath@gmail.com) as soon as possible – deadline 31 August. 
Travel arrangements will be advised nearer the date.

Poppy Factory in Richmond
Wednesday 14 November
Visit the Poppy Factory in Richmond, just a few days after the 100th 
anniversary of the Armistice. Learn about their charitable work for 
veterans with health conditions, and join a guided tour of the Factory 
where the poppies and wreaths for Armistice Day are made. 
The tour, which includes tea/coffee, is free but it is suggested a donation 
of £5 per person is made. The tour begins at 2pm, so we plan to travel 
to Richmond in the morning and have a pub lunch nearby. 

To book your place email Jackie on jacquelinealdridge@gmail.com 
by Friday 12 October as numbers are limited. 

Travel and lunch arrangements will be advised nearer the date.

Visit to the 
Wallace 
Collection 
Friday 7 December
Visit to the Wallace 
Collection where a new 
gallery has been opened 
(early notice).

Local Assemblies
Forest Hill Assembly
Saturday 22 September 
1.30pm  
(venue to be advised)

Sydenham (Fun 
Palaces) Assembly
6 and 7 October  
(see page 5 for full details)

Quiz
Night

-Sydenham Society-



A warm welcome to the following new members

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

SYDENHAM SOCIETY
NEWS

www.sydenhamsociety.com
Covering all aspects of local community matters    Member of the London Forum    Member of Civic Voice

Please note that subscriptions for 2018 are now overdue. Many thanks,
Roger Feather, Treasurer, 71 Hall Drive SE26 6XL.  Tel: 020 8778 4318 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com
Membership cards: we agreed at the 2015 AGM that to lower costs we will only issue membership cards when you pay your subscription 
in cash or if you send a self-addressed envelope. We will also issue you a membership card to support your National Trust free entry 
voucher if you send in an SAE.

Valya Alexander Geoff Broome Janet Killeen Agnieska Waclawek Rita Wilcox

Thank you for braving the heat to support us this summer! 
We had a great time bringing you our festival programme over 
10 blistering days. With two sell-out shows from our comedy 
night with the Poodle Club and also Foxtots Bops, we 
continue to bring quality to the Sydenham area with pre and 
post Edinburgh & Brighton Festival Fringe performers,  
Witt n Camp, Heroes, David Mills and Jill Jackson. 
Also we played host to Vanessa kisuule, Arthur Smith, 
Arielle Souman and Alex Hart.  As well as all this, we had 
our screenings of Matilda and Three Billboards Outside 
Ebbing, Missouri, and of course the ever popular and talented 
Artists Trail.  Lastly, the festival allowed us to give a platform 
to homegrown talent Ben Norris, Toussaint Douglas and 
Amanda Botterill.

BECOME A SYDENHAM ARTS CLASSICAL SUPPORTER
Many of you will be aware of the rich history of Sydenham and 
classical music; over more than a hundred years, from the time 
when all major new works by the world’s greatest composers 
were premiered at the Crystal Palace. Even today, Sydenham is 

home to artists and musicians who are involved with London’s 
great orchestras and ensembles. From this autumn we begin 
a regular year-round programme of classical chamber music, 
performed by the cream of London’s international talent, right 
here on our doorstep.

Feedback from our audiences was for more great music in our 
programmes. We have been listening!  As a Classical Supporter 
you will benefit from early bird tickets, reserved seating and 
the chance to meet the performers in pre and post-concert 
talks to learn more about them and their music. 

Can you help us achieve our ambitions to reach our target of 
£1,000 to get the concert series underway?  We would love 
to hear from you.  Direct donations can be made at www.
sydenhamarts.co.uk/donate quoting “Chamber” or 
contact rachel@sydenhamarts.co.uk 

Using the beautiful St Bartholomew’s Church we are  
delighted to be working with prize-winning pianist and singer, 
Eleanor Meynell and award-winning violinist Ellie Fagg 
for a very special concert on Saturday 6 October 
www.sydenhamarts.co.uk/whats-on

Ruta Benetyte
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