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We are back!
Sydenham Arts are proud to have played
a significant part in the rise of arts and
culture in SE26 over the last 10 years.

by Sydenham’s own Ben Norris and razor-sharp
clawed David Mills, South London diva Arielle
Souman and another local lad, Toussaint Douglas,
and finally the loveable Irish comedian Gráinne Maguire.

This year our festival theme is Heroes & Heroines
and we bring you another 10 day multi-arts programme
with some great talent.
Opening the festival is Exploding Whale’s
compelling theatre production Heroes; a story of
friendship, growing up and loneliness. Set to Bowie’s
The Rise & Fall of Ziggy Stardust & The Spiders
from Mars, the humdrum lives of Joe and Billie are
changed forever after witnessing Bowie performing
Starman for the first time on Top of the Pops.
Determined to go to Bowie’s upcoming London gig, the
friends leave home on what becomes a journey of self discovery,
where the lines between hero worship and friendship become blurred.
Written by Bebe Barry and Tony Barry, and directed by Max
Harrison, this exciting piece of theatre (performed at Edinburgh Festival
in 2017) hits Brighton Fringe, and then opens here at Upstairs at the
Sydenham Centre on 27 June and runs for 5 nights.
(Edinburgh Living **** "If you are a fan of new writing or the music of David
Bowie you will not be disappointed with Heroes.")
There’s more – we are hugely excited to be joining forces with local
comedy newcomers, The Poodle Club, who have been bringing some
exceptional talent to audiences in their fabulous home on Sydenham
Road. It really is London’s Happiest Little Comedy Club! For one night
only they will bring us 6 comedy greats Upstairs at the Sydenham
Centre; true elder statesman of British Comedy, Arthur Smith, joined

Did someone mention films? We also have
collaborations with TNG and Sydenham Film Club
and will be screening Matilda, and Three Billboards
Outside Ebbing, Missouri.
Hop on over to Mayow Park for some live music on
the bowling green with Perry Vale’s annual Lark
in the Park, and the return of locals, Rosie & Ben
Fox with their live band and family fun with Foxtots
Bops. Plus we have our regular commitment of dance
and music for our Plus 60s event with local dancer
Amanda Botterill and guitarist Alex Hart. As well as all this, at St
Bartholomew’s Church there are performances by Bristol City Poet
2018, Vanessa Kisuule and singer/songwriter, Jill Jackson, following in
the footsteps of Boo Hewerdine and Kathryn Williams last year.
Don’t miss award-winning duo, Witt 'n Camp's musical theatre, comedy
and cabaret show on our final night. Lastly, and never to be forgotten, we
have the Artists Trail bringing you a multitude of visual arts over both
weekends (see page 3 for further details). What’s not to love?
Dive on in, book your time off and see you there!

Our Box Office opens on Friday 18 May 2018
sydenhamarts.co.uk @sydartsfest
www.facebook.com/SydenhamArtsFestival
Rachel D’Cruze (Managing Director, Sydenham Arts)
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Concerns for the future of the Crown Post Office in Sydenham Road
hoping they will change their minds.

Following the closure of the Crown Post Office in
New Cross Gate last February, the post office in
Sydenham Road is now the only one remaining in
the borough.

Pat Trembath said:
“The Crown Post Office is a vital part of a vibrant high
street. It serves the wider community of Lewisham
as the only Crown Post Office in the borough and this
threatened cut will be a blow for the community.”

On 26 April a petition to keep the Sydenham
branch open as a Crown Office was handed in at
10 Downing Street by Pat Trembath (on behalf
of the local community) and Councillors Alan Hall
and Liam Curran.

Councillor Alan Hall, chair of Lewisham Council’s
business panel, said:
“Sydenham Crown Post Office provides an essential
public service and it is an important part of the local
high street economy. Sydenham Crown Post Office is under threat.
Closure means there will be no Crown Post Offices within the
London Borough of Lewisham – and the loss of a full range of
services for our residents.”

The Post Office had announced that they were
looking into franchising the Sydenham office,
closing the existing site and, in all likelihood, moving it into another
store, as has happened in New Cross. A spokesperson for the Post
Office said they have not made a final decision, so campaigners are
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In an emergency dial 999
For non-urgent police matters dial 101
For environmental noise nuisance call:
Lewisham Council 020 8314 6000
Bromley Council 020 8464 3333
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Keep informed about news and events in SE26 – sign up for the Sydenham Society
eNewsletter by visiting
www.sydenhamsociety.com
Send us your email address and you’ll be sent our regular eNewsletter packed
with local news and information about what’s going on in Sydenham and the
surrounding area.

T h e d e a d l i n e for articles for the next newsletter will be Friday 3 August 20 1 8
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Artists Trail
ART TO THE POWER OF TEN!
10 years, 100 local venues,
1000’s of artists, 10,000 pieces of art
The 10th year of the Sydenham Artists Trail is
definitely something to celebrate! This year there
will be paintings, prints, ceramics, glass, jewellery,
textiles and sculpture at 30 locations in and around
Sydenham, Honor Oak and Penge.
The Brockley Potters in Normanton Street; Forest Hill School
in Dacres Road showing their students' GCSE artwork – the next
generation of Sydenham artists; new venues in Champion Crescent,
Broseley Grove, Alexandra Road, Tredown Road, Sydenham Hill and
Amberley Grove and old favourites in Venner Road, Sydenham Road,
Peak Hill, the Thorpes estate, Mayow Park and Alexandra Nurseries.
Sydenham Community Library will host 25 printmakers
and painters, with a book, craft and plant sale, as well as a glass
workshop. There are other workshops suitable for children and
adults – jewellery, drawing, painting, printing, and photography –
even an artist-led poetry workshop. In other locations artists will be

demonstrating their artistic skills – see our website
www.sydenhamartists.co.uk.
St Christopher’s Arts ‘Time in the light’ festival will
feature art, poetry and music, and the Lovely Gallery 'Summer
exhibition' will be open throughout the festival – all welcome.
Once again, high street traders have allowed artists to exhibit in their
windows and on their walls, and The Dolphin exhibition allows
you to appreciate the art while you take a welcome refreshment
break.
This year we have added a couple of incentives for visitors (and
children) with two prize draws for those collecting stamps in their
brochure at different venues.
We hope you enjoy the Trail as much as we have all enjoyed making
art – brochures are available in local shops and cafes. Thanks to all the
artists, hosts and volunteers without whose hard work the Artists Trail
would not be possible. Special thanks go to our sponsors Dan and
Richard Crowley of Propertyworld.
Bruce Harrison, Janice Brooklyn, Keith Knox, Annabel McLaren,
Mercedes Oakley, Joe Rae, Pippa Stacey and Sydenham Arts Ltd

Dogs image by artist Darren Hayman.
Darren is exhibiting at Brown & Green cafe, Mayow Park
during both weekends of the Artists Trail 30 June/1 July and
7/8 July and during cafe open hours in the week between.

Wall mask by artist Rik Berry, the Brockley Potters.
The image is Halvor Longplait. The potters are exhibiting at
Normanton Street Church Hall during the first weekend
of the Artists Trail, 30 June/1 July.
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MAYOR
Perry Vale NEW
with a challenge

NEWS

Following the local government elections
on Thursday 3 May, I am pleased to report
that my colleague, John Paschoud, and
I were returned as councillors for
Perry Vale ward.
Newly elected as the third councillor is
Sakina Sheikh, who succeeds Alan Till
who stood down at the last election.

Damien Egan was elected as Lewisham’s
new Mayor on the 3 May receiving 54% of the
votes on the first round – a clear endorsement
from the residents of Lewisham on a turnout
of 37%. In his victory speech, Damien thanked
Sir Steve Bullock for serving Lewisham since
1982, and for the last 16 years as our first
directly elected Mayor.

It is gratifying to record the number of voters at
40% of our electorate. I am sure that the good
weather after a few days of cold winds and heavy
rain, helped improve the voter turnout, and I
would like to thank all those residents who took
the time to not only to vote but vote for us. It is
very humbling to be re-elected.

I am delighted to have been re-elected to represent Sydenham
along with Cllr Liam Curran and we warmly welcome the
election of Tom Copley. In Sydenham we had a turnout of 39%
– and I received 2,757 votes, Tom Copley 2,291 and Liam Curran
2,226. Damien has asked me to continue in the Cabinet with the
portfolio of Health and Social Care.
The first public engagement for the new Mayor was to say a few
words at the Sydenham and Forest Hill Branch of CND at their
Spring Fair and, of course, draw the raffle. Damien will be taking
public questions at the local assemblies and will be attending Perry
Vale on the 6 June.
The next Sydenham Assembly will be on Wednesday 13
June from 7 – 9pm where we will continue the discussion on the
Sydenham Fun Palace which happens over the weekend of
action on 6 and 7 October. The Fun Palace campaign promotes
culture at the heart of community and community at the heart \
of culture.
I know a number of residents are concerned with the look of
the new Our Lady and St Philip Neri School. The planning
department is committed to the original signed-off designs.
Contrary to what may have been conveyed to the school or others
via the builders and the employer’s agent, the planning department
has not signed off on any changes to the design. Indeed they have
informed the builder that the installed cladding has not (as per the
original planning conditions) been signed off as not only have the
builders not provided an initial sample for approval, but the cladding
installed is also of insufficient quality. Design principles must stand
and the quality of the material needs to be sufficient.
If you have questions about this or any other local issues please
join us at the next Assembly where we will endeavour to answer
your queries.

At this last election, Sir Steve Bullock, our
elected Mayor, stood down, after 16 years leading
our borough. He has been succeeded by Damien
Egan, who was previously a councillor for
Lewisham Central ward and will be appointing a
new Cabinet administration to Lewisham Council.
The Council’s AGM will be held on Wednesday
23 May and is where cabinet and committee chair
appointments are confirmed and new councillors
are welcomed.
In Perry Vale, your ward councillors are back to
business with our next ward assembly planned
for Wednesday 6 June which will be held at
Stanstead Lodge (previously known as Seniors)
in Stanstead Road SE23 at 7pm.
Our annual Lark in the Park assembly will
be held as usual in our ward’s Mayow Park on
Saturday 30 June from 12 noon. In Perry Vale
we annually rotate the position of Assembly chair
between the three ward councillors, and for the
term May 2018 to March 2019, Councillor John
Paschoud will hold this post.
Councillor Susan Wise
Perry Vale Ward
Cllr_Susan.Wise@lewisham.gov.uk

Chris Best
Councillor for Sydenham Ward and
Chair of the Sydenham Town Centre Steering Group and SEE3
Cabinet Member for Health and Social Care
Telephone 020 8676 9516 cllr_chris.best@lewisham.gov.uk
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FROM LEN DUVALL
A s s e m b l y

M e m b e r

Greater London Assembly

It is a tragedy that, as I write

this, there have been 60
murders on London’s streets
this year.
Knife crime, which accounts
for the majority of cases, has
been increasing since 2014
and has risen by a fifth in
London over the last
12 months.
Worryingly – in addition to stabbings
– shootings, acid attacks, domestic
violence and sexual assaults, are
also steadily increasing. This rise in
the general propensity for violence
impacts on all London’s communities,
and presents an urgent and complex
issue that we must all confront.

Recently, we have heard many
perspectives on the underlying causes
behind the surge in violent crime.
However, amidst the media coverage,

there has also been some quite
unhelpful and sensationalist assertions
that the police have lost control of
the streets and that our city is no
longer safe.

‘Young Londoners Fund’. Nonetheless,
it must be reiterated that it is only a
minority of our young people who
offend and that perpetrators of
violence are of a variety of ages.

There is also a misconception that
violent crime is predominantly linked
to gang-related activity. Commander
Jim Stokey recently highlighted that 20
per cent of all knife-related crime is
linked to gangs, meaning 80 per cent is
due to something else. It is clear that a
number of other factors such as social
alienation and deprivation also make
up the complex mosaic of why knife
and gun crime has increased.

The war on violence should be a
battle on all fronts. Prevention and risk
management strategy is inadequate if
it isn’t balanced with reactive policing
measures, such as the specialist Met
taskforce to tackle violent crime and
to take some of the most dangerous
criminals off our streets.

Since coming into office Sadiq Khan
has put in place a number of robust
measures to combat violent crime. He
has been the first Mayor of London
to devise a dedicated anti-knife crime
strategy that homes in on violence as
the key issue. Furthermore, he has
allocated £15m extra funding to the
Met to specifically support their antiknife crime operations.
Additionally, Sadiq has intervened
to alleviate the effects of the
Government’s underinvestment in
young people, with a £45 million

The Government’s continued cuts
to the Met Police Budget has served
only to make matters worse: in
Lewisham, we have lost 118 police
officers since 2010.
It was therefore dismaying to see that
their recent Serious Violence Strategy
fails to assess the impact of its austerity
programme.
The fact remains that we all need to
play a part within our communities
to help local authorities and police
teams tackle violence. Policing alone
will not solve this issue, but reducing
the Met’s resources and officer
numbers is certainly not helpful.

And coming
coming up
up next
next from
from Spontaneous…
Spontaneous…
And
Then for grown-up audiences, in July the
company presents

After its triumphant runs of The Little
Mermaid and Eleanor Marx: The Jewess
of Jews Walk, Spontaneous Productions
Theatre Company will be back Upstairs at the Sydenham
Centre with two shows this summer.

600 SECONDS MORE
An evening of short plays on the theme of ‘conflict’ by
emerging SE London-based playwrights, performed
‘script in hand’ by professional actors. These regular new
writing nights are hugely popular, and the last showcase in
February, Love Bites Again, was completely sold out. So
book early to avoid disappointment.

For families there’s

PROFESSOR QWERTYBLEEP’S
TALES FROM PLANET EARTH

Date: Saturday 28 July Time: 8pm (show lasts approx 2
hrs incl. interval) Tickets: £12 full price, £10 concessions

This fabulous, multicultural storytelling show features an
alien anthropologist visiting various places around the world
and introducing storytellers from the Caribbean, China,
India and Australia. Help the Professor understand what
makes humans behave the way they do, as he hears tales
that are magical, funny, surprising, weird and wonderful.

Please note this show is not suitable for children.
Box office opens 1 July. See website
spontaneousproductions.co.uk/600-seconds-more
for details.

TWO PERFORMANCES ONLY
on Saturday 23 June at 2pm and 4pm.
Suitable for families with children aged 3–10.

Both shows will be staged Upstairs at the Sydenham
Centre, 44a Sydenham Rd, SE26 5QX.

Coming later this year:

Produced and directed by Jonathan Kaufman, music by
Paul Tornbohn, puppetry from Alice Sillett of Moon on
a Stick Productions and video by Joe Kaufman of Red
Kite Films.

The Three Little Pigs on a wild west adventure
(September); Cream of Ocelot – short comic plays by
The Brothers Kaufman (October); a free screening of all
four parts of Till the Boys Come Home, to mark 100
years since the end of WW1 in November; and a free
Christmas show Cinderella in December.

Tickets £12 adults & £6 children (under-3s free if sitting
on parents’ laps). Box office opens 1 June. See website
spontaneousproductions.co.uk/professor for details.
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The changing face of Cobbs Corner
At long last the retail desert
that has been Cobbs Corner
is springing to life as new
businesses plan to open on
the roundabout.
The entrance to Sydenham Town
will change dramatically over the
coming months.
The Greyhound which opened on 23
February is fast becoming a very popular
venue for resident Sydenhamites. In the past
few weeks outside tables and umbrellas have
filled the piazza and flower boxes now mark
the boundary of the pub, in time for local
residents to take full advantage of the pub’s
south facing aspect.
Kinleigh Folkard and Hayward (estate
agents) has at long last begun fitting out the last
big unit adjacent to the The Greyhound and
Sainsbury’s.

Across the road Cobbs Corner Café, formerly Blue Mountain Café, is
under new management and is undergoing an upgrade.

Nando’s having obtained planning permission for a change of use to A3
(restaurant) last summer, has started to fit out the former wedding shop
(Orange Blossom) with a view to opening later this summer. And Mama
Dough (a small south London pizza chain) is currently awaiting a similar
change of use of the former Citizens Advice Bureau in order to open
another restaurant in this area.

All in all in the next few months the entire area around
Cobbs Corner will be looking very much smarter and,
hopefully, attracting considerable footfall.

Meanwhile further down Sydenham Road...
SHE’S GOT THE KEY OF THE DOOR...

SALON CELEBRATES
21 YEARS IN SYDENHAM
Paula Preedy, the hair stylist at The Outback
Hair Salon in Sydenham Station Approach,
celebrates 21 years in business on 1 July 2018.
Paula began her business at the back of Jan’s
Barber Shop (now Acorn Lettings), close to
Kirkdale Bookshop. A number of marketing
campaigns, which included wearing a T-shirt in
Sydenham Road that said “Need a haircut?! Ask
me!!” slowly built up a loyal customer base.
After five years Paula moved to her current
location and all her previous clients followed her.
“Even after being in this little salon for 16 years
I have never tired of it. It feels like a second skin
where friendships and creativity go hand in hand,”
says Paula.

One constant feature of Paula’s tenure has been
the salon’s dogs. Benji, a rescued stray, was the
first and their regular walks began her love affair
with Mayow Park, which still continues daily.
Jody was the second salon dog, who was with
Paula from 2003–2017 and her many rosettes
still grace the salon walls. The current canine
resident is Kira. A rescued dog from the streets
of Romania, she was shy and unassuming, but is
starting to gain confidence and show her loving
personality.
This year, as a birthday gift to the salon,
Paula is having a bit of a refurb with a new
colour scheme, new chairs, and new signage.
Additionally, she is planning an Outback
Garden Party on July 1st for all her clients,
taking place at Mayow Park Community
Garden. This will also be a fundraiser for St.
Christopher’s Hospice, a charity close to her
heart. Check with The Outback Hair Salon for
more details about this event.

Cherry + Ice
Alongside the coffee,
teas, ice cream, cakes,
waffles and savoury
dishes that William
has been providing
to customers over the past four years, having
recently been granted an alcohol licence, Cherry
+ Ice has increased its offer by being able to
serve beers, cocktails, wines and spirits.
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They are also hosting monthly events.
There is a games night and an Open Mic
night which rotate on every last Friday of the
month at 7.30pm. Retro Games night
(free entry) provides a space for families and
friends to come along and enjoy old school
classic retro games consoles and board games
with tournaments.
Open Mic night is a platform for people
from the local community and surrounding
boroughs to come and showcase their talent
... comedy, singing, dance, poetry, rapping are
all welcome. Entry is £4 at the door, with free
entry for all performers.
In addition, Debate Night happens on a
Thursday on the first or second week of the
month 7.30pm–10.30pm, providing a platform
for people to speak their mind, give their
opinions on pressing topics ranging from politics
to general and local matters in the community.
Remember it’s okay to disagree with others – it
means you’re human.
Keep an eye out on their social media
platforms for upcoming events.
Twitter and Instagram @cherryandice27
www.facebook.com/se26ice/

Finally, a new Yoga Studio will shortly
open in the ex-Ladbrokes unit on the
corner of Newlands Park.

Sydenham
Sydenham Society
Society News
News •
• Summer
Summer 2018
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FROM NUNHEAD TO THE

‘Screaming Alice’

Many years ago Sydenham boasted four railway stations: Lower
Sydenham, Sydenham, Sydenham Hill and Upper Sydenham.
The first three still exist but the fourth has long gone, as has the railway line
which served this part of the South London system.
The line (opened in 1865) ran from a junction just east of Nunhead station
(branching off from the Nunhead to Crofton Park line) and ran alongside
Brenchley Road towards Honor Oak station (not to be confused with Honor
Oak Park!) and continued to Lordship Lane station close by Horniman
Museum and Gardens, and on to Upper Sydenham station via a long
tunnel and then by way of another tunnel to Crystal Palace (High Level)
station where the line terminated.
The line was built to take the many thousands of visitors to the
Crystal Palace but became unprofitable after the Palace was destroyed
by fire, and was closed in 1954.

CALLING ALL VINYL LOVERS

I read an article some time ago that suggested that a train was walled up
inside one of the tunnels… I can categorically state that this not the case!

United Sound of Sydenham, Sugahill Cafe and The Bricklayers
Arms present KIRKDALE FUNK WEEKENDER.

In the late 1950s, as an adventurous young lad growing up in the area,
I have great recollections of exploring the track of the disused railway line,
prising open the sheet paling to gain access to the ‘private land’ at Cox’s
Walk (close to where Lordship Lane station was sited). Following the
track bed into the first tunnel was a scary experience with intoxicating smells
of soot and dampness from the heavily stained walls and roof. At least you
could see daylight at the far end, but the further you ventured into the
tunnel, the quieter it became.

24 hours of rare soul and funk played on original vinyl, everything
from 60’s R&B through to modern soul and 70’s funk, featuring some
of the UK’s finest rare soul and funk DJs.
All sessions are free and all are welcome. We’re expecting to attract
soul and funk aficionados, party people and music lovers from all over
South London and beyond.

Friday 8 June 6pm to 11pm Sugahill Café
Saturday 9 June 12pm to 6pm Sugahill Café
Saturday 9 June 7pm to 1am Bricklayers Arms
Sunday 10 June 12pm to 7pm Sugahill Café

Emerging into gloomy daylight, you arrived at the site of Upper Sydenham
station, set deep in the cutting close to the junction of Wells Park Road and
Longton Avenue. Disused steps from the Station House down to the station
platforms can still be seen.
The line continued in the open for a short distance and then entered a
second tunnel. However you could not see the far end as there was a
double bend in it, as if construction had started at both ends and almost
missed connecting in the middle!

Sugahill Café, 250 Kirkdale, SE26 4NL
Bricklayers Arms, 189 Dartmouth Road, SE26 4QY

Eventually you came to Crystal Palace (High Level) station with all
the noises of daily life and refreshing daylight. The station was built well
below Crystal Palace Parade and there was a subway (recently reopened
for occasional events) from the platforms, going under the road to provide
visitors with immediate access into the Palace.

We’re inspired by premier UK events – Different Strokes,
SoulFunktion, Flipside, and Dynamite Soul.
There’s complimentary food on Saturday night at The Brick, courtesy
of The Bricklayers Arms, and a barrel of premium lager and real ale on
at a special weekender price. A great Sydenham pub, at the heart of
the community.

Some great adventures were to be had in Crystal Palace Park among the
flattened ruins of the Palace, on the boating lake, around the ‘life size’ model
dinosaurs and on the motor racing track – where car and motorcycle
racing took place on bank holiday weekends until local residents complained
about the noise. This eventually resulted in the racing being banned
completely in 1970.

Also there’s complimentary bucks fizz, seafood and sushi for early
arrivals on the Sunday session at Sugahill.
Easing us into the day will be Flipside and Soul Blast – deep sweet
soul and crossover from the best DJs in the game.

Treasured memories, no doubt
enjoyed by many older local residents during that era.

This is a Sydenham promotion from start to finish – with seafood from
Ells Eels and also our friends at 161 Kirkdale playing our weekender
DJ mixes during the event.

David Mannerson
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THE CREATION OF MAYOW PARK
On 29 May 1875, a
“Plea for a People’s Recreation Ground”
appeared in the Sydenham, Forest Hill & Penge Gazette.
It regretted that “all available land in our
neighbourhood is being taken for building
purposes” and young people “congregate at every
street corner, becoming a moral pest and a
nuisance”. Furthermore, the poor had nothing but
“the streets, the music hall, the penny gaff or the
public house for their evening’s resort”.
This letter was written by Rev William Taylor Jones,
headmaster of Sydenham College. The following
week, the Hon and Rev Augustus Legge, vicar of
St Bartholomew’s, endorsed the proposal and offered
twenty guineas towards the cost.
Eventually this plea would lead to the creation of
Sydenham Public Recreation Ground (later renamed
Mayow Park), the first public open space in the south of
Lewisham.

Works (forerunner of Lewisham Council) could lay out and
maintain the ground. Finding a suitable site was more difficult.
Several were discussed. One, “an excellent site”, was not
then available, but it would later become Wells Park. Another
suggestion was glebe land (called Vicar’s Field) in Dartmouth
Road, where the library and swimming pools were later built.
This was the preferred site. However, objectors said it was
unjust to deprive the poor of the low rent allotments they
had there.
By November 1875 Taylor Jones had formed a committee of
the more wealthy and influential residents, including Mayow
Wynell Adams, F J Horniman, A G Hennell (architect of
Forest Hill library), Rev Augustus Legge and T W Williams
(embezzler, drug-taker, local politician and Lewisham’s first
mayor). A list was published of those willing to give money, of
whom F J Horniman (with £100) was the most generous.
By December 1875 the Lewisham District Board of Works had
agreed that it would accept and “enclose, plant, and preserve (a
suitable site) as an open space forever”. Taylor Jones said,
“The ground should be used for recreation,
and not a mere ornamental or pleasure ground”.
By ‘recreation’, he meant sports (football, cricket etc.). This
comment makes clear the distinction between a ‘park’ and a
Six months after his letter, an editorial in the Gazette asked why
‘recreation ground’.
so little progress had been made. Taylor Jones replied that he
had hoped that “a more energetic person” would have taken A public meeting at the Foresters’ Hall, Clyde Vale (the building
up the reins. He then discussed the two major issues – how was survives) on 24 February 1876 was a turning point. It was
attended by “many well known ladies and gentlemen”. The
money to be raised, and where the ground was to be located?
Raising money was straightforward. The Metropolitan Board Earl of Dartmouth was in the chair. Sharing the platform
with him was his younger brother, the Hon and Rev Augustus
of Works (MWB), the London-wide local authority of the
Legge (their father was Lewisham’s major landowner). At this
time, might make a significant contribution, and the rest would
meeting, Taylor Jones announced that Mayow Wynell Adams
come from donations. The Lewisham District Board of
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had offered 17½ acres of land for £8,500 (about half its
market value). Mayow Wynell Adams once wrote,
“It had often occurred to me how pleasant a thing
it would be if I could devote a portion of land for the
amusement and recreation of the public, but …
it was not in my power to give it.”
However in 1874, he inherited the Old House (on the site
of the present Earlsthorpe Road), which led to him having
the land to offer for the park.
The meeting unanimously accepted the site and also a
motion, proposed by George Grove, to open a subscription
list of those willing to donate.
A deputation, led by William Taylor Jones, approached
the MBW to apply for a grant. After much discussion
and an Act of Parliament, which was needed to allow
the MBW to use ratepayers' money to buy land, and
to bind the Lewisham District Board of Works and its
successors to care for the ground in perpetuity, the
MBW agreed to contribute half the cost of the site. The
trustees of the Lewisham Parochial Charities (of
whom Taylor Jones was chairman) agreed
to donate £1,000. That left £3,250 for local
people to raise.
The Gazette was vociferous in its support for
the campaign. It felt those who had benefited
from the enclosure of Sydenham Common had an
obligation to give something back. “From those
who received so much, something
substantial is expected in
return, and the public eye …
will not fail to watch closely
their response to the appeal
for funds,” the Gazette said,
threateningly. Then there were those
who lived near, for their houses “will be
considerably enhanced” by the park. In fact, it concluded,
everyone will benefit so all should contribute.
By early May 1876, the treasurers held only £700 of the
£3,250 needed and William Taylor Jones wrote again to the
paper, reminding people of their duty.
Thomas Coleman Dibdin, a local landscape painter
donated “six delightful sketches” of the site of the park, for
sale at £5 each, to raise money.
Eventually contracts were exchanged and the Lewisham
Board of Works began the task of preparing the ground.
The site consisted of four fields, and while the hedges were
cleared, the ancient hedgerow oaks were kept. The site
had to be levelled and drainage installed, particularly in the
central area, which was to be used for cricket. The surviving
bank around this area was for spectators. The original layout

did not include the main entrance from Silverdale (that had
to wait until the road itself was developed) but otherwise the
design of the park has changed little, the bowling green and
tennis courts being the main additions, and the lodge (part of
the original design) the main loss.
On 1 June 1878 (140 years ago) the
Sydenham and Forest Hill Public Recreation
Ground was formally opened.
A procession left what is now Dalmain Primary School
in Brockley Rise at 3pm. It made its way along Dartmouth
Road, down Kirkdale, Sydenham Road and Mayow Road
to the park. Children from schools along the route joined
it, as did many shopkeepers, who had closed their
shops for the occasion.
Buildings were decorated with flags and bunting
hung across the roads. Members of local
organisations marched (Kent Artillery Volunteers,
West Kent Fire Brigade, Ancient Order of Foresters
and others). There were also the carriages of those
too important to walk. The “oldest inhabitant” said
he could not remember an occasion to
equal it. By four o’clock,
the procession entered the
recreation ground.
There were some 11,000 people in the park.
The chairman of the Lewisham District Board
of Works declared the park open and that it
was “to be kept open and in good
order for ever … in the
same beautiful order to
which it was now seen …
never worse, but probably
better”. Another speaker
showed a model of a drinking
fountain to be erected in honour of the
Rev William Taylor Jones.
Since the opening of Mayow Park, some ten open
spaces have been created in the area. The significance of
Mayow Park, however, is that it was the first. William Taylor
Jones created something that few had done before. It was
a typically Victorian venture, led and largely funded by
the wealthy and influential, undoubtedly from the best of
motives, for the benefit and improvement of those
less fortunate.
Steve Grindlay
(email grindlay@mail.com phone 020 8699 6398)
Footnote: At today’s prices, the 17½-acre site cost £378,057.
The MBW gave £189,029 and Lewisham Parochial Charities £44,477.
The local community donated £144,551. The largest individual
donation (F J Horniman at £100) would be worth £4,447 today.
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This year is a very significant year in the gender equality calendar.
It marks 100 years since Parliament passed a law, allowing the first women, and all men,
to vote for the first time; 100 years since women aged over 21 had the right to stand for
election as an MP; and 90 years since all women were given electoral equality with men.
Parliament Square. I was lucky to be in the audience
witnessing the first female to be represented on the
square, joining the other 11 male statues. Millicent
was the suffragist who dedicated 62 years of her life
campaigning for women’s right to vote. Beginning in
1866, aged 19, she collected signatures for a petition.
In 1867 she helped set up the first suffrage society and
undertook her first speaking tour aged just 22, at a time
when women rarely spoke in public.

Over the past century we have come a long way in terms
of gender equality, and Lewisham too has played its part
in history.
In the 1970s, Lewisham was the first Council in the
country to set up a committee for women’s rights.
Called the Lewisham Women’s Rights Working Group, it
worked to look at the disparity in women’s pay and roles
in the council and constructed policy to address these
issues. It is credit to this group that to this day Lewisham
Council has a negative gender pay gap and a senior
management team that is majority female.
In addition to this, I feel immensely privileged to be one
of the two female MPs who currently represent
our Borough.

By 1897 suffrage societies across the UK came together to
form the National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies,
and she became President in 1907. In 1917, she led a
delegation to Parliament and negotiated the amendment
to the Representation of the People Act, which led to
some women getting the right to vote and she continued
campaigning until full equal voting rights were finally
won in 1928.

For me, all
of these
advances
were
symbolised
at the end of
April by the
unveiling of
the Millicent
Fawcett
statue in

Millicent’s story is one of absolute courage. To do what
she did in the face of a society where everything belonged
to men, including women, is remarkable, and it is fitting
that adorned on her statue is the phrase ‘Courage calls to
courage everywhere’, a line from her speech attesting to
the bravery of Emily Davison, who died in the fight to get
women the vote.
Much has been achieved since women first
won the right to vote but gender inequality still
persists, particularly in the workplace.

The gender pay gap scandal is evidence of this.
It is absurd that to this day a woman doing the same job
as a man can be paid less. There are measures that the
Government could take to change this;
such as proper paid paternity
leave, making flexible working
the norm rather than the
exception, as well as better
funded childcare. However,
culture takes a long time to
change, and without the courage
to challenge it, culture will
remain as it is.

Therefore, as we celebrate this
centenary we should remember
Millicent’s words ‘courage calls
to courage everywhere’ and let
them remind us of Millicent’s
bravery. Let us use them to inspire
the next generation to stand up
and challenge embedded gender
inequality, so that one day we can
achieve equal representation and
equal power for women in all
their diversity.

Ellie Reeves MP
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SYDENHAM’S

OLDEST
HOUSES
Priory Cottage and Grove Cottage

Four Centuries and Counting!

M

any Sydenham residents pass them daily
with barely a second glance as they walk
along Sydenham Road, but the pair of cottages

slightly later date - in the first decade or so of the 1700s.
Unquestionably they were there by the mid 18th century.
So what is it like to live in an historic house like this?
Jill Dunn, who bought Priory Cottage in 1977 and has
lived there ever since, says,

‘Priory Cottage’ and ‘Grove Cottage’,

“I remember that first year I was here, I just couldn’t believe
how lucky I was to live in this beautiful house. I fell in love
with it and I’ve loved it here every one of the last 40 years.”

set back from the road (32 and 34 Sydenham Rd
respectively) are by far the oldest houses, and
oldest buildings, in Sydenham – in fact they are
amongst the oldest in the Borough of Lewisham
and indeed South London.

Of course, the cottages today have all the modern
conveniences - baths, showers, inside toilets, washing
machines - items that the original cottages’ residents
would never have dreamt about. Calls of nature would
have been relieved in chamber pots or a ‘privy’ in the
backyard, underneath which was a cesspit (or ‘bog hole’).
This would be emptied periodically by the truly heroic
‘Night Cart’ men, long before the great London Sewer
System improved our lives immeasurably.

When the two attractive adjoining cottages were built
c.1700, William and Mary were co-regents; the horse
ruled the insanitary, unmade highways; the Great Plague
was still in living memory; Handel and J.S.Bach were
teenage students, yet to change music with their genius;
Beethoven had not been born; and America was still a
colony of Great Britain.

For 18th century Londoners/Kent residents (Sydenham
and Lewisham were then part of Kent), plumbing was far
in the future; water supply for many was primitive, and
came straight and unpurified from the filthy Thames.
For some it came from wells (Jill Dunn showed me the
site of the original well in the back garden), but in all
homes bathing was infrequent, and the water used for it,
and for drinking, was often about as far from ‘pure’ as
it’s possible to get.

These remarkable and wonderfully picturesque survivals
from a distant age are a perfect illustration of the changes
in architecture from the late 1600s to the mid-1700s . The
original wooden, weather-boarded sides are an example
of the former period and the addition of the elegant
stuccoed frontage, with its period bricked, decorative
doorway, an example of the latter period.

In the fourth century of their existence, these splendid
cottages still stand proud and tall amidst the endless
passing cars, buses and the mobile phone conversing
public of a modern high street. The 18th century
survives in the great music, art, literature and surviving
architecture, that has come down through the years
to touch us; the fine work of human hands and minds
overcoming the circumstances of the times they lived in.

At that time, the front door was invariably at one side of
such houses, as here, with the two-bayed front parlour
on the left or right as one came through the door. The
mansard roof, dormer windows and large central
chimney stack complete the fine, historic front elevation.
The exact age of the cottages has been debated.
The present owner of Priory Cottage, Jill Dunn,
maintains her house was built in 1698, with Grove
Cottage next door built a little later, in 1705. Local
historians like John Coulter, suggests the two cottages
were perhaps originally a single dwelling built at a

By Michael Viner,
with thanks to Jill Dunn and John Coulter
(Ed: article first published in Lewisham Local History Society journal)
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Sydenham Garden

Summer
Festival

Crystal Palace Festival

Saturday 18 August 12 noon–5pm

Saturday 16 June Crystal Palace Park

at 35a De Frene Road, SE26 4AB

The organisers have announced the line-up for this year’s festival day. Acts
confirmed for Crystal Palace Park on 16 June include: Stereo MC’s, Strong
Asian Mothers, Rodney P & Skitz, Fowokan, Polarbear, Croydon
SDA Gospel Choir and much, much more.
There are new features for 2018 – the Village Green with a Bandstand,
Dog Show, charity and community stalls, a Farmers’ Market and
Craft beer bar together with a dance tent to indulge our love of electronic music. The park is going to be busy!
After learning much from their first year of holding the festival in the park, the
organisers are looking forward to returning with a much improved site and
even more fantastic bands, artists and activities for all to enjoy for free.
They are passionate about keeping the event free for all to attend as
cultural events can be very expensive for families, younger and older people
and those on a budget.
Other events will take place around the Crystal Palace area from 11–17 June
2018 with a week long programme of guest events organised by the local
community. The full festival week programme will be released very soon
so stay tuned for more details!
For full details visit: https://crystalpalacefestival.org/

(entrance between 35 and 37 De Frene Road).
#DeFreneFest18 is shaping up to be
our best event yet!
We’ve got live local bands, festival food, den building,
have-a-go crafts, stalls and much more!

Put it in your diary NOW!
Buy your tickets here:
https://www.sydenhamgarden.org.uk/
a-line-up-of-events/

From the Friends of

SYDENHAM

COMMUNITY

LIBRARY

Sydenham Community Library looks forward to welcoming
more than 25 artists, including the Quaggy Printmakers,
for the two weekends of the Artists Trail.
We will be open on Sundays as well as Saturdays, on the
weekends of 30 June/1 July, and 7/8 July.

The monthly children’s crafts sessions on Saturday mornings have
made items to celebrate Chinese New Year, as well as robots
and fantasy houses. We continue to be amazed at the variety of
activities that Kate offers.
We are receiving a good number of new books from Lewisham
Libraries, who also offer us professional support. We are still
happy to accept donations of books, which we either add to our
stock, or sell on to raise funds for the library.

We will have stalls on at least one of the days, selling books,
plants and crafts. See our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/EcoSydenhamCommunityLibrary
nearer the time, for updates.

Our building may be beautiful, but the front looks a bit forlorn, and
we have ordered new banners to replace the faded and damaged
ones. We would like to make some simple improvements to the
decor. Adele and the Goodgym volunteers, as well as visiting
to clean books and computers, have painted the public loo, and
planted more shrubs in the flowerbeds outside. If you have any
time, or paint etc. to spare, or even a scaffolding tower we could
borrow, please do contact us at sydenhamcommunitylibrary@
gmail.com, or call in.

Our Saturday Code Club for children, aged 8–11, is now full
even with some children bringing their own laptops.
Please ask to go on a waiting list.
The adults’ crafts group have so far made jewellery and cards,
and created art using acrylic paints and oil pastels. During May
they have been making objects from textiles, and will end up
with a flourish with a box decorating session before they take a
break for the summer. Thanks to Bellingham and Sydenham
Assemblies which jointly funded the crafts sessions.

As usual we would like more volunteers, for two or more
hours per week. Please contact us on 020 8778 1753 or email
sydenhamcommunitylibrary@gmail.com
12
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Experience a Roman temple
in the heart of our city

The London Mithraeum: 12 Walbrook, London EC4N 8AA

The London Mithraeum,
also known as the
Temple of Mithras,
was discovered during
a building's construction
in 1954.

www.sydenhamfilmclub.org
A pop-up cinema, every last Thursday of the month.

The site lies over the course of
one of London’s lost rivers, the
Walbrook. Nearly 2,000 years ago
when Londinium was founded by the
Romans, this river marked the limits of
their first settlement. In the 3rd century
AD, nearly 200 years after the founding
of London, a Roman Londoner built
a temple to the god Mithras on
reclaimed ground, next to the river.

The mysterious cult of Mithras first
appeared in Rome in the 1st century
AD and spread across the Empire over
the next 300 years, predominantly
attracting merchants, soldiers and
imperial administrators. Meeting in
temples which were often constructed

below ground, these were private, dark
and windowless spaces. A mythological
scene of Mithras killing a bull within a
cave, the ‘tauroctony’, is at the heart of
the cult.
In December 2010, Bloomberg
embarked on the construction of its
new headquarters. Located between
the Bank of England and St. Paul’s
Cathedral, the new site occupies 3.2
acres, and as well as office space,
provides two new public spaces
featuring specially commissioned
works of art, an arcade that reinstates
an ancient Roman travel route, and the
London Mithraeum.

SUMMER SCREENINGS
July screenings: The Seventh Seal
(Ingmar Bergman, Sweden, 1957,
Three Billboards 96 mins, Certificate: PG)
7:30pm, Thursday 26 July
Outside Ebbing, When:
Where: Sydenham Centre, 44a
Sydenham Road
Missouri

(Martin McDonagh, UK-USA,
2017, 115 mins, Certificate: 15)
When: 7:30pm,
Thursday 5 July
Where: Sydenham Centre, 44a Sydenham Road
Tickets: £5
In collaboration with this summer’s Sydenham Arts Festival, we
present one of the highest acclaimed, multi-award-winning films
of the past season. This dark-humoured drama by Irish filmmaker
and playwright, Martin McDonagh, is the story of a tragic mother
aggressively looking for answers for the brutal murder of her
daughter. Frances McDormand gives one of the most multi-layered,
powerful performances of recent times, easily winning almost every
Best Actress award of the year, including her second Oscar.

Tickets: £5
Our last screening of this season
is a film widely considered and
consistently voted for as one of the
absolute best in cinema history.
Ingmar Bergman tackles the most
significant existential questions with
a medieval fable set in Denmark
during the Black Plague, via a tired,
disillusioned knight who cunningly
tricks Death into a game of chess.
This definitive cinematic moment is our tribute to this year’s
worldwide celebrations of the centenary of Bergman’s birth
#Bergman100.

To visit our website and Social Media pages, please visit:
www.sydenhamfilmclub.org | www.facebook.com/sydenhamfilmclub|www.instagram.com/sydenhamfilmclub|twitter.com/SydFilmClub
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Dulwich Picture Gallery

NEWS FROM

EXHIBITION

Summer 2018

FORTHCOMING

Summer isn’t usually thought of as a season of
change, but perhaps it should be given all that
is currently going on at the Horniman. From a
new chief executive to the opening of a major
gallery, and a packed summer of events to look
forward to, these are exciting times indeed.

Edward Bawden

In May we welcomed Nick Merriman, our new chief
executive and successor to Janet Vitmayer. Nick joined
us from Manchester Museum and has worked at the
Museum of London in the past, so is no stranger to the
capital, and he’s arrived at the Horniman just in time for
the opening of our new and long-awaited World Gallery.

23 May – 9 September 2018

The British artist and designer Edward Bawden (1903–89), is today
renowned for his monumental linocuts of Brighton Pier and other
Victorian architecture, and for his witty designs for companies like
Twinings and Fortnum & Mason. This will be the first major exhibition
to look at every aspect of Bawden’s career, championing him as a fine
artist while also demonstrating the wit and versatility of his design work.

From 29 June the World Gallery will be open to the
public, giving visitors the chance to see more than 3,000
extraordinary objects from the Horniman’s anthropology
collection – and a few acquired more recently from the
local area, keep your eyes peeled for these!
The gallery uses objects – along with film, photos, music
and hands-on fun – to tell stories of everyday life around
the world, from ancient times to the present day. Visitors
can see the messages contained in beautiful beadwork
from South Africa, find out what it takes to survive in
Arctic or desert conditions, discover why gingerbread is
important in Poland and much, much more.
The World Gallery will also reveal the history of the
Horniman itself, showcasing highlights from Frederick
Horniman’s original collection, and some much-loved
Horniman ‘favourites’ will make a welcome return to the
display, including the Spanish torture chair and the papiermaché figure of Hindu goddess, Kali.

Shortlist announced for Dulwich Pavilion 2019
Dulwich Picture Gallery and The London Festival of
Architecture have announced six shortlisted architectural practices
to develop proposals for the second ‘Dulwich Pavilion’
– a temporary outdoor events space within the historic grounds
of Dulwich Picture Gallery.

Linked to the World Gallery is our Shared World
summer season of vibrant cultural activities that
bring people together.

The practices will develop designs in response to a site-specific brief.
An exhibition of the models will be on display at Dulwich Picture
cGallery during the London Festival of Architecture from June – July
2018 as part of this year’s London Festival of Architecture. During June
the public will have the chance to vote for their favourite design.
The winning proposal will be revealed in July ahead of construction –
subject to planning consent – at Dulwich Picture Gallery in time for the
London Festival of Architecture in June 2019. The primary objective
of the structure will be to offer visitors a refreshing welcome and
orientation space to set the tone for their visit to the Gallery.

We’ll be celebrating our shared world with fun festival
days, music, dance, food and art activities that all share
human qualities of creativity, curiosity and collaboration.
And while you’re out and about enjoying the summer
events, take a look at the new Grasslands Garden, also
linked to the World Gallery. Beautiful planting by
Olympic Park designer James Hitchmough,
recreates the North American prairie and South American
grasslands, with different species in bloom
all summer long.

Over 150 practices entered the Dulwich Pavilion competition
but the six shortlisted practices are:

So let’s hope that this summer is long and sunny
– but whatever the weather, we look forward to
sharing it with you.

1. Casswell Bank Architects 2. e10 Studio 3. Flea Folly Architects
4. Pricegore with Yinka Ilori 5. Projects Office 6. PUP Architects
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DAT E S F O R YOUR DIARY
of 4–6 players and want to take part. Individuals are welcome and
will be accommodated. Proceeds to Friends of Sydenham
Community Library.

Mithraeum Museum visit

Wednesday 28 September
The Mithraeum Museum is in
Walbrook in The City. Free timed
tickets will need to be booked so
if you are interested in joining this
visit please contact Pat as soon as
possible (pattrembath@gmail.com).
For further information about this
museum see article on p.13.

Annual trip to Brighton

Wednesday 11 July
The annual trip to Brighton will include a visit to the Brighton Museum
(special exhibition of Gilbert and George artworks may be of interest)
followed by a pub or restaurant lunch. Register your interest with Jackie
Aldridge (jacquelinealdridge@gmail.com). Details of travel and lunch
arrangements will be forwarded nearer the date.

Local Assemblies
Sydenham Mega Fun Palace-Making event and Assembly,
7–9 pm Wednesday 13 June, at The Sydenham Centre, 44A
Sydenham Road SE26 5QX. 					
Everyone who lives, works, volunteers or learns in Sydenham Ward is
invited to come and share their hobby, interest, knowledge, skills and
ideas to help make Sydenham Fun Palaces happen this October. Visit
http://funpalaces.co.uk/about/ to find out more about Fun Palaces.
More details nearer the date.
Perry Vale Assembly ‘Lark in the Park’
12–4pm Saturday 30 June in Mayow Park.
All are welcome for an afternoon of fabulous fun in the park and to
celebrate Mayow Park’s 140th Anniversary. Kids can dress up as a
Victorian to win a prize; dress your dog up (or just beautifully turned
out) and enter the Mayow’s Mutts dogs parade; try out tennis for free;
and enjoy music in the Bowling Green (music stage in association with
Sydenham Arts) with craft beer from Ignition Brewery. There will also
be T-shirt painting; a Bouncy castle and soft play; face painting; Fair
Trade and cake stalls; free bike repairs from Dr. Bike; giant games and
much more! Follow us on Twitter at ParkLark2018.

Palace of Westminster tour

Friday 20 July – 2pm
Ellie Reeves MP for Lewisham West and Penge has invited members
of the Sydenham Society to join her for a tour of the Palace of
Westminster. Numbers will be limited to 18. To reserve your place
for this visit please contact Pat (pattrembath@gmail.com) as soon
as possible. Details of travel and where to meet will be sent to you
nearer the date.

Q uiz
Nig ht
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Sydenham Wells Park Bat Walk
Friday 1 June at 8.45pm (dusk).
Meet by the pond.
Annual Plant Sale
Sunday 10 June (11–2pm)
Next Sydenham Wells Park Committee Meeting (SWPIG):
Tuesday 11 Sept at 4.30pm in the maintenance hut by Wells Park Rd
gate. Anyone interested in the park is welcome to attend. Website:
sydenhamwellspark.org

Quiz Nite

Tuesday 11 September
At Sydenham Community Library
7.30pm for 7.45pm. There are a limited
number of tables so please contact Pat
(pattrembath@gmail.com) or Steve
(swmyles@aol.com) if you have a team

!
SYDENHAM SO C I E T Y M E M B E R S H I P F O R M

Annual cost of membership
Individual (includes partner)		
Senior citizen (includes partner)
Postal member (includes partner)

Renewal is due in January. Postal members are those resident outside
SE23 and SE26 post codes. Subscriptions can be paid by cheque or
standing order. Please make cheques payable to The Sydenham Society.

£6.00 per year
£5.00 per year
£8.50/£7.50 per year

Bank details for The Sydenham Society standing order

Name

Name of your bank/building society

Address

Address of your bank/building society
Account number

Sort code

Signed

Post code
Tel day

Your name (please print)
Please pay the Sydenham Society (Lloyds Bank plc, Sydenham Branch,
Sort Code 30-98-42, Account no. 00524410) the sum of £8.50/£7.50/£6/£5
(please delete as appropriate) on 5 January each year until further notice.
This replaces any standing order in favour of the ‘Sydenham Society’.

Tel eve

Email

Please return to: Roger Feather, 71 Hall Drive, Sydenham, London SE26 6XL Tel: 020 8778 4318 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com
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Sydenham’s Annual Easter Parade

The threat of a downpour could
not deter the stalwart families
of Sydenham from taking part in
this year’s Easter bonnet workshop
and parade.
The workshop, held in Here For Good on
the high street, hummed with intensity as
creative tots applied synthetic flora and
fauna to the blank canvases of their hats.
Their efforts produced an array of
colourful bonnets brightening up our
high street as they proudly followed
the Easter bunnies from shop to shop,
collecting their rewards.
As the parade proceeded, a welcome
warming sun peeped through the clouds.

Once again, the day witnessed a wonderful
community event that brought a smile to many a
passerby. The parade culminated at The Poodle
Club where a third Easter bunny joined the throng
proffering yet more treats for the children to add
to their collection, making sure a fabulous time was
had by all.
Many thanks to Chris Best, as Chair of SEE3, for
facilitating the activities; all the Sydenham traders
and volunteers for taking part; Barry Milton for all
his support; Jenny at Here for Good for offering
the venue for the workshop; Karen and Darren
from The Poodle Club for adding that little extra
this year and drafting the trail map; and finally a
very special thanks to Emma and Kate Mallinder
for stepping up and running the workshop.
Heather Mallinder

W E L C O ME TO NEW MEMBE RS
A warm welcome to the following new members
John Cardwell

Nicki Reddington

Marianne Statters

Julia Webb

Please note that subscriptions for 2018 are now overdue. Many thanks,
Roger Feather, Treasurer, 71 Hall Drive SE26 6XL. Tel: 020 8778 4318 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com
Membership cards: we agreed at the 2015 AGM that to lower costs we will only issue membership cards when you pay your subscription
in cash or if you send a self-addressed envelope. We will also issue you a membership card to support your National Trust free entry
voucher if you send in an SAE.

www.sydenhamsociety.com
Covering all aspects of local community matters

Member of the London Forum

Member of Civic Voice

