
The planned closure of ticket offices at  
local Overground stations has been given  
a last-minute stay of execution as  
the result of an intervention by  
London TravelWatch.
At the end of last year, London Overground 
announced that they intended to permanently close 
ticket offices at all London Overground stations 
including Sydenham, Forest Hill and Penge 
West. The Sydenham Society led widespread 
opposition to this proposal. More than 600 people use 
the Sydenham ticket office every day and – unlike the 
London Underground – the range of tickets ordered by 
Overground passengers is simply too complex to be dealt 
with by ticket machines.

After consultation with staff and passengers, London Overground has 
thankfully withdrawn part of their comprehensive closure programme. 

Ticket offices at our local stations, including Sydenham and Forest 
Hill, look as though they could be saved. 

But the proposal means we may lose the ticket offices at Honor Oak 
Park and Penge West. The plan would also close offices higher 
up the line at Dalston Junction, Haggerston, Rotherhithe, 
Shadwell, Shoreditch High Street, Surrey Quays and 
Wapping. Other lines on the Overground system would also suffer.

Overall, 51 ticket offices may disappear out of 81 Overground  
stations – a change that is breezily described by London Overground 
Arriva Managing Director, as “customer journey modernisation”.

The whole closure programme was thrown into doubt when 
London TravelWatch (the independent watchdog for 

London transport users), forced a suspension of the 
plans after they received an “unprecedented and 

overwhelming” 7,500 objections from passengers. 
The final decision on whether the cuts will go 
ahead now rests with the London Mayor 
and the London Assembly.

Meanwhile the number of passengers using  
our local stations continues to multiply – in 
contrast to the national trend of falling numbers. 

The last three years have seen annual passenger 
numbers at the stations between Sydenham and 

New Cross Gate rise by 3 million, whilst at other 
local stations (Catford, Catford Bridge and Beckenham 

Junction, for example) passenger numbers have  
remained static. 

A startling 4.25 million people now use Sydenham Station 
annually; one million more journeys per year than the two Catford 
stations combined. The stations between Sydenham and New Cross 
Gate now have 23.6 million passengers per year! That’s roughly 
the same number who use Edinburgh or Manchester’s main station, 
Piccadilly, each year. 

If the closures get the green light, it’s bad news for passengers. But 
thankfully, any proposed cuts will not affect staff on the platforms. All 
stations will continue to be staffed from 15 minutes before the first 
train of the day, until 15 minutes after the last train.

                           Barry Milton  Roads & Transport committee
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In an emergency dial 999
For non-urgent police matters: www.met.police.uk/report or dial 101

For environmental noise nuisance call:
Lewisham Council   020 8314 6000
Bromley Council     020 8464 3333
Southwark Council  020 7525 5000
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Contact address for post
Sydenham Society
35 Bishopsthorpe Road
Sydenham
SE26 4PA

If there is something you would like the society to tell everybody, or a local issue you 
feel strongly about, please send your article, maximum 300 words, to the editor. 
Sydenham Society News is read by many local residents, old and new,  
so please spell out all acronyms and explain anything that a newcomer  
might not understand. 
All articles are subject to editing by the Editorial Team.
Email your article to the Editorial Team at:
news@sydenhamsociety.com or send hard copy to
97 Longton Grove SE26 6QQ

Disclaimer The views expressed in articles are those of named contributors and 
should not be regarded as statements of policy of the Sydenham Society.

Keep informed about news and events in SE26 – sign up for the Sydenham Society 
eNewsletter by visiting

www.sydenhamsociety.com 
Send us your email address and you’ll be sent our regular eNewsletter packed 
with local news and information about what’s going on in Sydenham and the 
surrounding area.

A R T I C L E S  P L E A S E !

E - N E W S L E T T E R

Queensthorpe Square
Lewisham Council has confirmed that Queensthorpe Square is 
a designated event area which they licence for advertising.  

They no longer permit credit card companies space, but book 
and licence utility companies and, occasionally, charitable 
organisations, but these are few and far between.

The booking agents are advised that harassment of 
members of the public is prohibited and, if complaints are 
received, they will cancel future bookings, which is what they 
have done previously.

With regard to the ‘wifi’ bench which arrived without 
warning, this has now been given retrospective planning 
permission so will remain as part of the street furniture. 
However, as shown in the picture, when utility companies are 
in the square they tend to use this bench as their office.
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Many of you will know Roger Feather who has been the Membership 
Secretary and Treasurer of the Sydenham Society for more than 19 years. 

Throughout this time Roger has maintained remarkable good humour in 
keeping our books in order and our membership on the rise. 

He is often to be seen in and around Sydenham (usually chasing members for 
outstanding subscriptions!) and is always happy to have a chat about his beloved 
Arsenal FC, Yorkshire Cricket, jazz and local politics – among other things!

It was therefore a great shock to us all when Roger announced to the 
Sydenham Society executive that he was moving to, of all places, north London! 

While he will be closer to the Emirates Stadium and King’s Cross Station (for 
trips to Yorkshire) he’ll be sadly missed in SE26. 

Many thanks Roger for all your hard work – the finances and 
membership of the Sydenham Society have never been stronger.

Lewisham Council is asking for public responses to their 
plans on implementing the London Mayor’s Transport 
Strategy. The Mayor’s aims are to reduce car use, so making 
the air cleaner, giving people more exercise and a better 
experience of public transport, while encouraging growth in 
homes and jobs.

This will influence our streets, transport and air quality up until 2041. 
Lewisham has published a draft strategy on their website. You can 
access this Local Implementation Plan and consultation at:   www.
lewisham.gov.uk/inmyarea/regeneration/transport-and-major-
infrastructure (or type ‘Lewisham LIP3’ into your browser). Do take 
part in the consultation which covers how you travel, and what you 
think of the aims and the costed preferences in their transport strategy.  

There are opportunities to ask for your area to be selected as a ‘healthy 
neighbourhood’, with additional improvements for pedestrians and 

cyclists, and more green areas. I have asked for Bell Green to be 
covered by an extension of the low emission bus corridor which passes 
through Catford and Lewisham. 

Some local improvements are already planned. In 2019, Lewisham 
will redesign traffic signals around Southend Lane, Kangley Bridge and 
Worsley Bridge Road to improve traffic flow at Bell Green.  
However, in 2021 the Ultra Low Emission Zone will be extended  
to the South Circular, which will displace heavy goods vehicles to any 
alternative routes just outside the zone – possibly to Bell Green and 
Sydenham Road.

Lewisham welcomed the 11,000 responses to their previous 
consultation, the ‘Lewisham Streets’ programme, and is building more 
specific programmes around this on an annual basis. By taking part you 
will be supporting local improvements in transport and air quality.

                   Ilse Towler Chair, Roads and Transport Committee

IMPROVEMENTS PLANNED FOR THE 

BELL GREEN AREA

Following on from the public meeting at 
Sydenham Library on 19 July, when serious 
concerns were expressed by local residents 
about the numerous planning breaches during 
the school rebuild, on 16 October members 
of the Sydenham Society and local Sydenham 
councillors met with senior planning officers to 
be briefed on what has happened in the interim.

Officers have met with the Archdiocese and a new architect has  
been appointed. Some new ideas about how to deal with the planning 
breaches have been suggested which will need to go through the 
planning process. Discussions continue on other matters which have 
yet to be addressed.
It is clear that the process will be protracted and there are many  
issues which still need to be resolved.
There will be an update on the situation at the  
Sydenham Assembly which will take place on 
Saturday 1 December 11.30am – 1.30pm at Sydenham Library.

Our Lady and St Phi l ip Neri  Primary School

G

SYDENHAM SOCIETY
CHANGE AT THE TOP!

H E L L O
Richard Cory

We are extremely lucky to have persuaded Richard Cory to take over the 
role of Membership Secretary and Treasurer from Roger. 
Richard first moved to Sydenham in December 1995 and has lived in the 
area ever since. Whilst working as a solicitor, he has acted in a number 
of voluntary roles including club secretary at Sydenham Lawn Tennis and 

Croquet Club, governor of two local schools and treasurer of his local 
allotment. 
He now looks after his children full-time and is a keen tennis player/ 
gym-goer.
                               Annabel McLaren, Chair, Sydenham Society

G

SYDENHAM SOCIETY
CHANGE AT THE TOP!

G O O D B Y E
Roger Feather
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All children in our community 
should receive the best start.  
I want to see the next 
generation grow up to 
have equal access to all the 
opportunities that the capital 
has to offer.
However, deep social and economic 
inequalities continue to exist across London. 
This often leads to many young children 
being left at an unfair disadvantage when 
starting school.

Central to this is the lack of access to 
affordable childcare, which continues to be a 
significant issue for local families in Lewisham. 
In London, childcare costs are a third higher 

than the UK average and eat into anywhere 
between 25-35% of household disposable 
incomes. The affordability problem also 
presents significant barriers to parental 
employment, which traps families, particularly 
single parents, on low incomes.

Sadly, the situation has not been eased 
by government policy. The combination 
of funding cuts in Inner London and the 
extension of an extra 15 hours of free 
childcare, without sufficient Government 
funding, has led to the closure of childcare 
providers across the capital, or at the very 
least imposed increased pressures on 
demand. In some cases, nurseries have been 
forced to introduce additional charges for the 
provision of lunch and nappies.

Whilst the Mayor of London does not have 
statutory responsibility over childcare in the 
capital, at City Hall, we have taken measures 
to ease the burden being placed upon  

young families.

Across the Greater London Authority group, 
the Mayor has introduced a new childcare 
deposit loan to help parents deal with often 
exorbitant upfront costs. City Hall is also 
encouraging other employers in the capital to 
follow suit. 

At the start of the year, new Early Years Hubs 
were launched in Newham, Wandsworth, 
Merton and Barnet, as a mayoral pilot 
scheme to boost the take-up of free childcare 
provision in areas where it falls below the 
London average.

Despite the efforts being made at City 
Hall, it is clear that we need to see more 
government intervention. As a first step, 
the National Funding Formula needs to be 
revisited to reverse the dire financial situation 
many childcare providers are continuing  
to face.

FROM LEN DUVALL
A s s e m b l y  M e m b e r  
Greater London Assembly

In Sydenham this will be delivered with the Sydenham Assembly Newsletter on Friday 
23 November. This is our 7th calendar and it has proved to be very popular as it is 
an opportunity for local businesses, community and faith organisations in Forest Hill, 
Kirkdale and Sydenham to publicise their seasonal events. We will have an online version 
for those that do not live in the Forest Hill or Sydenham wards at www.SEE3.co.uk

Our next Sydenham Assembly is on Saturday 1 December in Sydenham 
Community Library from 11.30am until 1.30pm. 

We will be voting to allocate the £12,500 Sydenham Assembly fund and there will be a 
question and answer session with Lewisham Mayor, Damien Egan. We will also have 
a presentation on the Democracy Review, so come and tell the Council how you think 
it should involve you in effective decision-making. If you can’t come to the Assembly, 
you can still take part in this important review at www.lewishamdemocracy.com 

We will also catch up on local issues over refreshments.

At 2pm, after the Assembly, we will have a Christmas family pantomime, 
‘Cinderella’, with Spontaneous Productions in collaboration with SEE3. There will 
be a Making a Christmas Lantern workshop, ready for 4pm when we step outside to 
sing carols and join Damien in lighting up the Christmas Tree. 

The Cinderella pantomime will be repeated at The Sydenham Centre 
on Saturday 8 December at 1, 2, 3 and 4pm. 

At 4.30pm Our Lady and St Philip Neri Brass Band will lead up to the lighting of 
the Christmas Tree at Queensthorpe Square by our MP Ellie Reeves. 

During the past year, The Sydenham Centre has developed with the opening of 
Ignition Brewery Taproom and the frequent use of the upstairs hall as a studio, as 
well as for art productions. Lewisham’s Community Premises team are currently 
responsible for the building, with hiring information on Lewisham’s website or by 
emailing hallsforhire@lewisham.gov.uk 

Working together we can create a varied programme of activities in our community 
building for 2019. 

On the high street, I anticipate that early in the New Year the fit out for the old Budgens 
will begin, and we can welcome a national chain. 

Also, the new building, Zanara Court, has an application for a change of use to provide 
studio spaces in the basement, and a retail offer at the front of the shop. 

This has been a difficult year for traders, and the high street businesses welcome 
your continued support to shop local. We want to ensure a continued thriving  
and vibrant high street.

Chris Best   Councillor for Sydenham Ward 
and Chair of the Sydenham Town Centre Steering Group and SEE3 

Telephone 020 8676 9516   cllr_chris.best@lewisham.gov.uk   twitter@chrisbestuk 

Christmas 
is coming...

Christmas is fast approaching  
and the 2018 SEE3 Christmas calendar 

will be with you very soon. 
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When the Government’s shambolic handling of the Brexit 
process has led us to a position between a poorly negotiated 
deal and the prospect of no deal whatsoever, we must look at all 
options that will help us avoid entering a further period of long 
and protracted political deadlock.
Theresa May and her Brexit plan is currently at the behest of the 
rampant Eurosceptic wing of the Conservative Party. Any Brexit 
craved by Jacob Rees-Mogg and his friends is not one that I 
could ever be comfortable with, not to mention the fact that 
several figures within the European Union continue to say that 
Theresa May’s plans are unworkable.
I respect the outcome of the 2016 poll, but it does not mean that 
we must blindly accept the Government’s approach or any deal 
they may, or rather may not, come back with. The people need 
to be given their voice again.
The political landscape has changed drastically since the 
referendum, and it becomes excruciatingly apparent with every 
week we come closer to exit day, that the promises made to the 
British public during the campaign are far from the reality of 
today.
I have previously vowed to not support any form of Brexit 
that would be detrimental to my constituents. London voted 
overwhelmingly to remain part of the European Union and in 

Lewisham West and Penge this was by a factor of 2 to 1.
A hard-Brexit, either through a terrible deal or no deal, would 
be devastating for London. 
Analysis has shown a no-deal Brexit could see 87,000 jobs go in 
London alone, and the capital’s economic output 2% lower in 
2030 than what would be expected under a softer Brexit. This is 
the harsh reality we now face.
The June 2016 referendum was the biggest democratic exercise 
in our nation’s history. The only way we can resolve the 
democratic conundrum and political deadlock of the Brexit 
process is to go back to the people once more.
By calling for a People’s Vote, I believe the electors should 
again be extended their democratic right to have their say in the 
make-up of our future relationship with the European Union, 
with an option to remain.
This vote should not be thought of as running the referendum 
again, but it is clear we are on a no deal/bad deal cliff edge; 
something that wasn’t on the ballot paper in 2016.
The negotiations have been both chaotic and shambolic, and 
the promises of that campaign are a distant memory. We find 
ourselves at a defining juncture in our history and it is only fair 
that the people decide on what comes next.

From Ellie  Reeves MP

Voluntary Services Lewisham
Christmas Project
At Christmas time VSL provides hampers to elderly and isolated adults, food hampers  
and supermarket vouchers to families, and toys and books to their children. 
Our aim is to help vulnerable and isolated individuals and families on low incomes trying to 
make ends meet, at what can be a very difficult and isolating time of year.
We also support social services, local hostels and other voluntary organisations by 
providing boxes of food, toiletries and toys for them to distribute to their service users. 
A visit to the pantomime is arranged each year as well as a Christmas Day lunch  
held in a local church.
Every year we need volunteers to help us sort and pack goods, help with 
shopping, and record keeping and data entry. Activities begin in November  
and continue until Christmas week.
We also need volunteers to help on Christmas Day with setting up for the 
meal, serving food and socialising with guests. We also need volunteer 
drivers to transport guests to the lunch and home again later in the day.
If you would like to find out more email info@vslonline.org.uk

5
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In October, BBC2 aired a lovely film about  
Sydenham Garden, and in particular our use of  
gardening as a treatment for people experiencing  
mental ill-health and the early stages of dementia.
The film starts with introductions from BBC presenters Monty Don 
and local resident Flo Headlam, before our founder Dr Jim Sikorski 
describes our work and why he wanted to prescribe gardening for his 
patients. He goes on to say, "the Earth is a generous friend."

After spending time with Jim, Flo speaks to some of our team and co-
workers, (beneficiaries who have been referred to us) as she sought to 
understand the difference horticulture has made to their health, and how it 
has helped them in their recovery. 

During the film, Jackie talks about how she experienced 
a "total breakdown", what she's gone through since and 
finishes by saying, "I'm now an 8 out of 10." 

Christine talks about how her life fell apart and she no 
longer wanted to carry on, and then with a big smile says 

she was referred to Sydenham Garden and "the rest is history!" 

Heart-warming stuff.

To have the film crew spend an entire day with us, and in the build-up 
spending time with researchers, producers and Flo, was very special for 
everyone involved.

We are really pleased with the final results, and very grateful to the 
BBC for the profile this has given us. During the film we even got some  
donations and applications to volunteer!

We are currently looking for a clerk to our Board of Trustees.  

If this is something you think you could support, then please go to:  
www.sydenhamgarden.org.uk/supporting-us/volunteering/  

or give us a call on 020 8291 1650

If you would like to financially support our work then please go to:  
www.totalgiving.co.uk/donate/sydenham-garden  

or you can make cheques payable to Sydenham Garden.

                      Tom Gallagher  Director, Sydenham Garden

BBC 2 air film about Sydenham Garden
                     on Gardeners' World
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Mayow Park’s Apple Day 
w o r d s e a r c h
Can you find the 5 apple names hidden in the grid?

Answers at the foot of the page

Mayow Park’s annual Apple Day on Saturday 6 October started fabulously – grey Autumnal weather,  
but visitors and passers-by soon arrived when they saw tasty apple slices being proffered to try. 
We set up in the orchard (opposite the tennis courts) looking very festive and apple-themed. Sadly, 
we couldn’t offer any apples actually grown in the orchard – I wonder where they went?  Hopefully 
into a nice crumble somewhere. However, there were plenty of different varieties to try (challenge: 
five are hidden in the wordsearch), all available at your local greengrocer or supermarket! 
As always in Mayow Park, a great feeling of community spirit and support surrounded the stall. 
Around 60 people stopped to say ‘hi’ or join an activity. Rich Sylvester, the excellent storyteller 
who has joined us before, created a circus feel with his parachute tent tied up in a big tree, with lots 
of children sitting on rugs listening attentively. Rich used puppets and props to bring his stories to life, 
and the children added sound effects with sticks and singing. 
At the stall, some children coloured in apples and took part in the apple and pear hunt around 
the orchard for a prize treat. Meanwhile, the grown-ups seemed delighted at the offer of a (free) 
warming cup of tea. Then it all got a bit soggy. Then really very wet, and it was time to abort.
Like so many family camping trips it was a matter of trying to get everything quickly away into the 
dry. What hero volunteers we had, smiling through the lashing rain, not at all resentful about all those 
lovely blue sky days in the previous weeks. Great spirit and very British. And we do grow good 
apples (maybe because of the rain?).
Mayow Park’s next event is Tree Dressing on Saturday 1 December during National Tree 
Week. Based on an ancient custom that celebrates the life-giving properties of trees, we hope 
you will join us to decorate some of the wonderful trees in our park. For details of this event visit 
Friends of Mayow Park on Facebook or email friendsofmayowpark@ymail.com 

Mayow Park's Annual Apple DayMayow Park's Annual Apple Day
Sydenham Society News  •  Winter 2018

On Tuesday 9 October 2018, Lewisham council issued a press release saying: 

“Lewisham Homes and Lewisham Council have today (9 October) 
taken a joint decision to withdraw the planning application for the 

proposed Hillcrest housing development scheme in Sydenham.  
Following extensive public consultation and after listening to 

local concerns about existing green space at the proposed site, 
Lewisham Homes and the Council commissioned further research 

which was undertaken by an independent ecological expert.  
The decision comes as part of Mayor Damien Egan's focus on how 
to best meet our council priorities and ambitions. Cabinet Member 

for Housing, Paul Bell, said: "The environmental research results 
were inconclusive, however, in order to deliver on our ambition to 
achieve 1,500 new social homes by 2022 in partnership with local 

communities, we have decided to err on the side of caution.  
We remain wholly committed to developing much-needed new 

social homes across the borough, including in Sydenham.”
We are delighted at this decision and would like to thank Lewisham for 
listening. It was a long, painful and expensive process, but they are now fully 
aware of the importance of protecting this irreplaceable ancient woodland 
and designated Site of Borough Grade 1 Importance for Nature 
Conservation (SINC).
Hillcrest Woods has a priority habitat for wildlife, including song 
thrushes, tawny owls and stag beetles.  
The woods are an important surviving part of an ancient wooded landscape. 
For many centuries, what is now Upper Sydenham, was part of the  
Great North Wood known as Westwood (as it was on the western edge of 
the Manor of Lewisham).

In 1531 Henry VIII became Lord of the Manor of Lewisham, and he 
began felling Westwood trees for ship-building in Deptford. A few parts have 
been continuously wooded since this time, surviving the construction and 
demolition of a railway line, and the estate built in the 1960s.  
Veteran and ancient oak, hornbeam, sweet chestnut, wild cherry and hazel  
all have roots dating back to the 16th century. Ground flora includes  
ramsons, bluebells and creeping soft-grass – all of these are indicators 
of ancient woodland.
We would like to thank the London Wildlife Trust, together with local 
volunteers, who are working hard to conserve and enhance Hillcrest Woods.
Lewisham council and local residents can further support London Wildlife 
Trust’s work by helping to keep the woods litter-free, enhancing the conditions 
for ground flora, and urgently removing the Japanese knotweed which  
has appeared.  
We also need to reduce the light pollution and noise pollution from buildings 
and streetlamps which badly affect Hillcrest’s nocturnal animals, such as the 
locally uncommon brown long-eared bats and Leisler's bats.
The campaigners would now like to see the Community Centre re-opened 
and appropriately restored in its woodland setting, for use by the Hillcrest 
Estate community.  
We are so lucky to have this wild space where we can live and breathe, and 
see and hear wildlife.  It’s a publicly accessible part of the Green Chain Walk 
and vital for everyone’s mental health and well-being in Sydenham.  

We need to protect and enhance the wild corridors that clearly exist between 
Crystal Palace Park, Sydenham Wells Park, Hillcrest Woods and Sydenham Hill 
Woods. These green spaces, many of which are SINCs, act as critical stepping 
stones and refuges for wildlife.

                                             kathleen Towler Friend of Hillcrest Woods

Apple Day Wordsearch Answers: Cox, Russet, Braeburn, Gala and Robijn

to save ancient woodland 
on the Hillcrest Estate!
WE WON OUR BATTLE 
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In the 1990s a local police inspector, who was being 
transferred to another borough after a spell working 
in the area, told me before he left, that Sydenham 
stood out in his experience, because it had an 
especially strong sense of community.
That strong sense of community once again came 
to the fore and made Sydenham fertile ground for 
its – and Lewisham borough’s – first ever Fun Palace 
weekend on 6 and 7 October.
A growing movement spreading across the country, Fun Palaces are 
essentially where a community space is made available to local people who 
want to share and show the particular skills they have with their neighbours.

And in this day and age when dialogue and discourse is increasingly fractious and angry, a 
Fun Palace that brings neighbours together across a community can only be a good thing.

Most Fun Palaces take place at one venue on one day,  
but this being Sydenham, the people at FOUR different venues  

were keen to take part following the decision in the spring by the  
Sydenham Assembly to support a Fun Palace.

The hard-working community groups at Sydenham Community Library, 
the Sydenham Centre, the Grove Church Centre in Jews Walk and 
The New Generation Youth Centre in Wells Park Road realised they could 
all join in this year and be one of over 433 Fun Palaces in the UK and beyond.

Many different people and sections of the community came forward to either help make 
the fun happen, or to offer themselves to facilitate the experience. These included young 
people, the police, beekeepers, artists, singers, dancers, gardeners, cooks, photographers, 
piano players, council officers and many more besides.

I would like to pay tribute to all those who gave up their time to make this event a success 
– too numerous to list here – and who did it in the generous spirit and principle of a Fun 
Palace, that it should be free for all people taking part.

This enabled the weekend to be a resounding success with a diverse and wide age range 
given that 4-year-olds and octogenarians were all enthusiastically taking part. 

These are the ‘small acts of kindness’ that JRR Tolkien spoke about, that make a civilisation 
and help build community spirit, enable people to learn more about their neighbours and 
their neighbourhood, and spark new social action and activities in the area.

At Sydenham Library the Fun Palace coordinator Ilse Towler said: 
"It was good to see so many people putting in so much effort and getting 

children and adults working together. There was so much going on!  
The Inkheads story-writing workshop must have been marvellous because we 

heard lots of laughter coming out of their room. The children were giving 
the illustrator and writer ideas for a character in a story and together they 

developed a complete story involving the character."

S Y D E N H A M
FUN PALACES
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Paint your own sneakers at the TNG

Animation Workshop

Life Drawing

Befrienders Singing Workshop

Wall Decoration TNG

Close Up Magic

Grove Centre Hyacinth Workshop

'Crime Scene' TNG

Making Slime!

"Our regular craftspeople who make jewellery, cards and 
textiles had a lot of interest from young children who were 

learning how to sew and make these various things."

Other highlights included: the animation workshop – a unique 
library computer game created by Simon especially for the day; 
African Dance by the energetic Mariama, teaching people of 
all ages; and Making a Fun Palace which lured around 16 children 
of various ages to build and paint a cardboard palace. 

Photo Ian Macaulay Photo Ian Macaulay
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S Y D E N H A M
FUN PALACES
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Paint your own sneakers at the TNG

'Crime Scene' TNG

Making Slime!

Digital Photography Workshop

Pedal Power!

Face Painting TNG

Intergenerational Workshop

Three Little Pigs Show

Wall Climbing TNG

"They all devised different things to paint, they worked 
together and were completely engrossed while doing it," 

added Ilse.

"The Philosophy Escape Room was a completely engrossing, 
well thought-out challenge where you had to try and escape 

with your life from the room by using mental gymnastics 
and inventive thinking. The youngsters dressed up and 
guarding the exit with halberds were very convincing!"

"Not of course forgetting Milkwood, the police horse who was 
a great hit with many of the youngsters who were unstoppably 

curious about how to look after her."

Meanwhile, up at the Sydenham Centre on Saturday, Jonathan 
kaufman and Spontaneous Productions coordinated many activities 
including teaching children how to learn a song and dance routine. 
Alongside this, the venue hosted a wide range of activities including: life-
drawing with Coral Howard and Anna Lovely; The Art of Brewing 
with Ignition Brewery; pedal power electricity generation with Finches 
Emporium; research your family tree with Richard Travell; Animation 
Workshop and screening with katy Milner; a singing workshop with 
The Befrienders and Natasha Lohan; Digital Photography with Mark 
Drinkwater; and a Children’s Writing Workshop.

On Sunday at The Sydenham Centre, Rachel D’Cruze of Sydenham Arts 
coordinated the Heroes and Heroines Fun Palace saying: 

“We asked artist James Hodgson to engage people of all ages  
in producing a big canvas painting of their heroes and heroines.

“The adults portrayed heroes like Muhammad Ali and David Bowie, and the 
kids chose people like Harry Potter and their own family members and friends. 

What was great was to see parents and children working together on the 
shared canvas, and exchanging stories and information while they did so.”

Rachel added that next year she aims to involve more people over the age of 60, 
reflecting the fact that Fun Palaces are for everyone: 

“There were other events for older people going on elsewhere that day,  
and next time we will coordinate with other groups to ensure more people  

from that age group are involved.”

Further uphill on the Saturday the Reverend Louise Polhill, and her fabulous Grove 
Centre Church team, generously made available their main hall and, despite the terrible 
weather which kept turnout down, the community groups that took part including Grow 
Mayow, Claire Shaw Art and kids kitchen made some very important links and 
connections for the future.

The Grove Centre plays a huge community role all year round too, and we are looking 
forward to the improved premises following the renovation and rebuild planned.

Finally, a massive thank you also to Deniz and all the staff, volunteers, young 
people and James Ross Hunter Youth Support at The New Generation 
youth centre in Wells Park Road. Many youngsters took advantage of the free piano 
lessons, wall-climbing, wall art and other activities including the fascinating Crime Scene 
Investigation by our very own Sydenham Police. 

Well done everyone and well done Sydenham!
                                               Councillor Liam Curran  Chair, Sydenham Assembly

Next year the Fun Palace Weekend will be 5/6 October 2019.  If you would like 
to join in please contact Laura Luckhurst at laura.luckhurst@lewisham.gov.uk

Photo Ian Macaulay

Photo Ian MacaulayPhoto Ian Macaulay
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The library is still very busy. Our visitor numbers 
increase monthly and, yes, people are borrowing 
books. Lewisham has provided us with a lot of new 
books for all ages, including the Man Booker shortlist.

The Fun Palace weekend gave us another successful 
event. Visitors could share in African dancing, crafts, 
IT, writing, animation, and an intriguing Philosophy 
Escape Workshop. 

Children, helped by Kate, made and decorated a large 
cardboard fun palace which we will be using at 
Christmas. We also had a visit from a police horse – and his 
rider – who seemed very partial to apples and, fortunately, 
preferred the park to the library.

The Summer Reading Challenge was, again, very 
popular and we exceeded our target of finishers. Thank 
you to all the people who helped and encouraged the 
children to take part and complete the challenge.

We have an excellent group of volunteers who work 
extremely hard to give our customers a good service and 
to keep the library open. We do however still need some 
extra help from reliable people who could give a bit of time 

in the afternoons, or on Saturdays, or be part of a pool for 
when we are short-staffed. Some volunteers have been 
with us since 2011 and may soon feel the need to move on! 

We don’t get any extra funding from Lewisham, so any  
help or advice on fundraising or crowdfunding would also 
be welcome. 

If you can help in any way, please ring Ilse on Thursday 
mornings at the library (020 8778 1753) for a chat. 

We are also happy to accept donations of books, DVDs 
and CDs to help us raise funds. If anyone has a clean, 
serviceable armchair that they no longer need we do need 
one for the children’s library!

We are busy but always pleased to see new people, so 
don’t forget we are here (between Home Park and Our Lady 
and St Philip Neri Church) – apart from Wednesdays and 
Fridays –  for books, computers, activities, help and coffee.

Details of our library and activities can be found at:

www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/libraries/branches

                                                                        Sue Riley

NEWS FROM SYDENHAM
COMMUNITY LIBRARY
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Guardians Of The Escape Room

Having Fun At The Library

Painting The Library Fun Palace

Police Horse Milkwood At Home Park

Painting The Library Fun Palace

More Fun At The Library

SYDENHAM COMMUNITY LIBRARY

FUN PALACEFUN

Photo Mark Drinkwater
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Police Community Support Officer 

Peter Okonji 
given award for service

On 15 June 2018 PCSO Peter Okonji attended a 
Police Awards Ceremony at The Warren in Hayes. 

During the ceremony many awards were  
handed out, with Peter receiving the  

Asquith Gibbes Award 
from Lewisham Borough Commander for 

outstanding dedication, leadership and 
commitment to Sydenham’s young people. 

This is a prestigious award fully deserved  
by Peter Okonji.

Peter has been patrolling Sydenham Ward for 14 
years and is a well-liked member of the community. 
He knows many residents, some ever since they were 
schoolchildren.  

With his remarkable memory, he can often identify a 
previously unknown suspect from an image obtained 
from CCTV, which has led to some suspects from 
previously unsolved crimes being brought to justice. 

He is a valuable member of Sydenham Safer 
Neighbourhood Team (SNT) and is quite prepared 
to assist his police colleagues when trying to arrest a 
violent suspect.

PCSO Peter Okonji makes Sydenham SNT’s job easier 
and his knowledge of the local area has been proven 
invaluable on a number of occasions over the years.

His colleagues, Police Sergeant Dave Moss 
and Police Constable Shaun Rodway said,  

“It was a pleasure and honour to be in attendance 
when Peter received The Asquith Gibbes Award.” 

Sydenham Society News  •  Winter 2018

The Metropolitan Police has 
acknowledged that there are serious 
issues with the ‘101’ non-emergency 
number, and local police numbers, 
resulting in long waiting times etc. 

It has been decided  
(by the top powers at the Met) to 

remove all local police numbers and 
encourage people, where possible, to 
report non-urgent matters online at 

www.met.police.uk/report
However, you can also still use the 

contacts below:

Email:  
sydenham.snt@met.police.uk

In an emergency: 

dial 999
Non-urgent police matters: 

dial 101 
(if you are not able to use the  

online reporting)

Contacting the Police

Traffic calming in Sydenham Road
Lewisham Council advises that following the 

implementation of the borough-wide 20mph zone in 
September 2016, they have carried out new traffic 

counts in Sydenham Road. 

The location of the survey site was east of Highclere 
Road. The weekly 85th percentile speed was  

29.2 mph and the average speed was 23.8 mph, 
which means that 15% of vehicles were travelling 

in excess of 29.2 mph.  

It is therefore proposed to place traffic calming on the 
eastern section of Sydenham Road. 

The traffic calming measures themselves will however 
be limited to those that can be used on bus and 

emergency service routes. The proposals form part of 
a report, programmed to go to Mayor and Cabinet in 

September for approval. 

The Council is also investigating the potential use 
of average speed cameras on its road network.

11
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Team Ignition would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to 
everyone from Sydenham who has come to visit our taproom. 

We have really enjoyed our first couple of months and have 
been made to feel extremely welcome by our neighbours, 

community groups and local businesses. 
So far, our formula of ‘fresh beer, made here’ 

is proving a winner − we keep being drunk dry! 

We have a range of events coming up − our 

Christmas Sale on Saturday 15 December 
from 2−5pm will be a great chance to buy our famous red-ribbon 

gift pack of our beer range − a very handy gift for just £10. 
We will also have cases of beer, embossed glasses and Ignition 

Bobble Hats on sale, plus hot cider to make your shopping 
experience that bit easier.

In the New Year, we are launching a range of community events, 
designed to expand the use of the taproom − from new mums, to 

older people, through to those coping with illnesses.  

We are a community business and would like  
to work with as many people as we can.

Finally, we’d like to wish everyone a very 
Happy Christmas and New Year.  

Our Christmas cocktail − Propeller − 
will be on sale from 1 December. It’s a half-pint of our porter, 

Well Oiled Machine, and a double whiskey.  
Strictly limited to one per customer, per day!

Photographs Mark Drinkwater

 

Artisan Kidz has gone from strength to strength 
since being first featured in the Sydenham 

Society Newsletter last year. 
The after-school arts club is now expanding 
to become ‘Artisan Village’, a new community 
arts workshop space. The first of its kind in 
the local area, it is due to open its doors this 

November at 148 Kirkdale, Sydenham.
Artisan Kidz was set up in 2015 by the owners of  

Cuddly Bear Day Care Nursery, in Sydenham Park.  

With over 10 years childcare experience, the founders realised 
the parents of those children moving onto primary school had  

no wraparound creative after-school care.

It was this demand that founded Artisan kidz, 
an after-school art club that runs till 6pm and gives children  

the courage to explore their inner artist, showing them how  
to use their mind in a creative and expressive way, in an 

innovative and relaxed environment.

The new Artisan Village space will not only be an extension 
to the existing after-school art clubs, running at local primary 

schools, but also, a space for creative learning for all members  
of the community, with the individual at its heart.

There will be two morning classes that are bookable online,  
10-11.30am and 12-1.30pm, running all types of  

creative workshops for:

   •  Carers with pre-schoolers who want crafty fun

   •  Expectant mums who want to create something 
      special for the babes in their tum

   •  New mums in need of some creative pastime 
      and a natter

   •  Those that work remotely to spark their creativity

   •  People who want to expand their 
      creative knowledge 

   •  Retirees who want a new hobby, a cup of tea 
      and some cake

Artisan Kidz after-school art clubs will run  
Monday – Friday 3-6pm for children aged from Reception to 

the first year of secondary school, providing dynamic, fresh and 
creative projects that are different from those covered in schools.

On Saturdays, the shop can be hired for either specially hosted 
crafty birthday parties, or as an art exhibition space.

Artisan Village is currently looking to build partnerships with the 
local community to run non-profit-making projects through 

crowd funding and liaising with local organisations.

There will also be an online shop available that will sell up to  
100 artworks (on rotation) of young/early-career artists, students 

and graduates from UAL, Goldsmiths and RCA.  

The website will be up and running soon, but in the meantime, if 
you are interested in Artisan Kidz or Artisan Village please contact 

admin@artisankidz.co.uk

Alfie Willmott

ARTISAN
VILLAGE
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The Sydenham Hill Ridge, together with the steep north 
and south-facing slopes of Sydenham Hill, makes up a 

distinctive topographical area linked by Sydenham Hill (the 
road), and is dominated by wooded and green spaces of 

environmental and historical importance.
The Area is divided for administrative reasons between  

two Boroughs (Lewisham and Southwark) and  
three wards – Forest Hill and Sydenham (Lewisham),  

and Dulwich Wood (Southwark).   
Creating a Neighbourhood Area and a 

Neighbourhood Forum for Sydenham Hill Ridge, and 
preparing a Neighbourhood Plan, is a way to overcome 

these administrative divisions; to give  
“the local community more influence and control over 
the development of their area… guiding and shaping 

development, not undermining the  
delivery of development”

and to propose small priority projects. 
It is early days yet but there appears to be great interest in 
this proposal from residents of all ages and backgrounds 

across the Area. For further information please visit:  
www.sydenhamhillridge.london

For more about Neighbourhood Forums, visit:  
www.neighbourhoodplanning.org

If you live, work or volunteer in the area please come to 
our Inaugural Meeting taking place on Wednesday 28 
November at The Wood House PH (Paxton Room) 

at 8pm. It would be helpful if you are coming to email 
news@sydenhamhillridge.london in advance. 

Sydenham Hill Ridge 
Neighbourhood Area

The future of the National Sport Centre 
(NSC) is once again under discussion.

Built in 1964, it was handed back to Bromley by Sport England 
at the expiration of the lease in its 1964 state – the facility was built in the time of 

feet and inches, not metres and centimetres and was basically  
run down and outdated. 

With the Olympics awarded to London, the GLA took over the building and  
brought  it up to date. It became home to the Brazilian team for acclimatisation 

before the 2012 games, and used for training purposes throughout. 
Since then, little money has been spent on the facilities. 

The current operators, Greenwich Leisure Ltd, have a contract to run the site 
until 2020; this could be extended by a further year. However, it is acknowledged 

that any new operator will want newer and better facilities. So yet another round of 
‘consultation’ about the future of the NSC has begun, this time entitled  

‘ON YOUR MARkS’.
At one of the first workshops, the consultants working on behalf of the Mayor  
of London, said they had been employed to look at the entire site and identify  

its problems and make suggestions as to improvements, as well as how to  
integrate the NSC into the park. 

Problems they have identified include: poor accessibility – the routes to the NSC  
are not user-friendly, especially at night due to distance from public transport 

and poor lighting; lack of social space – nowhere for users to ‘socialise’; financial 
sustainability – how to maintain the Grade 2 building with its hot and wet poolside/

cold and dry sports hall (recognised but, up until now, unsolved problems); and 
whether to keep the 25m training pool or to incorporate it into the main 50m pool 

with a spring floor. The future of the indoor running track and the Jubilee Stand  
also come into the mix.

Whatever the outcome of this new consultation, there is a ‘Masterplan’ for the park, 
in place after many legal battles, and both the main NSC building and the park itself 
are Historic England listed. Ideas about retaining the raised walkway, removal of 
trees and alterations to the sports building would therefore appear to be contrary  

to currently approved plans.

Time will tell.  Pat Trembath

National Sports Centre

The U3A (University of the 
Third Age) is international, with 
thousands of local organisations 
throughout the world. 
There are now 1,000 self-
governing U3As in the Uk.

The Dulwich and District U3A 
began five years ago and has grown 
rapidly to over 500 members. 

To join you must be retired or semi-
retired, and be prepared to pay a 
membership fee of £25 per annum.

The purpose of the U3A is to provide 
opportunities for lifelong learning at 
monthly meetings where there is always a 
speaker, or to join groups of people sharing 
an interest, hobby or pastime. 

Members are kept in touch through 
monthly newsletters, our website, and 
regular email updates.

Evidence commissioned by NICE (the 
National Institute for Health and Care 
Excellence) shows that participation in 
creative and physical activities can improve 
mental health and wellbeing. 

Our U3A has been extremely  
successful and we currently have  

over 80 Interest Groups. 
Dulwich and District U3A is centred on 
Dulwich so as to centralise activities and 
minimise travel, but Sydenham is also 
part of our catchment area. You may, 
on occasion, have seen strange people 
wandering through Sydenham Woods 
looking upwards; that may well be our 
Bird Watching Group. 

Several of our walks pass through the 
woods and we recently hosted a talk on 
the conservation of Sydenham Woods at 
one of our monthly meetings.

One of the easiest ways of joining is by 
coming to a monthly meeting, these 
are widely advertised and appear on 
ourwebsite. 

If your interest is not covered, advice is 
available about how to start new groups. 

The choice is impressive and covers 
art, archaeology, boules, computing, a 
variety of crafts, cycling, walking, films, 
genealogy, history, languages, music, 
museum and gallery visits, opera, 
poetry, photography, quizzes, Scrabble, 
Shakespeare, play reading, tennis, 
theatre, creative writing, Zumba and 
much, much more. 

We are quite an interesting  
bunch of people!
We hope you will now want to see 
what we can offer of interest to you.

www.u3a-dulwich.co.uk   Please v is i t  our  webs i te  for  more deta i l s    www.u3a-dulwich.co.uk
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Candlelit music by string-quartet and solo singers: 
St. Bartholomew’s Church – Wed 19 Dec at 8pm.

Do you long for a moment’s peace from the Christmas whirl?  
Why not join some of Sydenham’s finest instrumentalists  

and singers for an evening of Christmas inspired music, played by 
candlelight in the beauty of St. Bartholomew’s Church? 

Music by Bach, Cornelius, Rutter and a chance to have a singalong 
of your favourite carols, with a glass of wine is the perfect start to 
the festive season. The concert will last approximately one hour.

Tickets on the door: £15/£10 concessions/£5 children under 14 – 
includes a free glass of wine/soft drink.  

Contributions towards another drink and a mince pie appreciated. 
  (All proceeds from this concert will go towards supporting future 
   high quality chamber music concerts in Sydenham as part of  
                    Sydenham Arts Chamber Music Series.)

Christmas Concert

Sydenham Film Club enters a new era
Times are changing for Sydenham Film Club as its previous - 
passionate for all things moving image -  programmer,  
Kat Andreakou, decided to move on; its former member of the 
board - equally ardent film buff - Ioanna Papageorgiou took over last 
September, and the Club is now under the Sydenham Arts umbrella.

The beginning of this new era was Alfonso Cuarón’s high tech 
and high drama, gender-blind Oscar winning spacetale of rebirth, 
“Gravity”. Then came the guilty, properly Halloween-ish pleasure 
of “Death at a Funeral” in October, bringing everyone to tears, of 
laughter. And now is the time for romance. But not a typical one.

On Thursday 29 November the newly renamed Sydenham Arts 
Film Club will be screening Ken Loach’s “Ae Fond Kiss”. An 
unexpected love story between a Briton and an immigrant, made in 
2004, but still profoundly fresh and relevant. With it we celebrate all 
that unites us as humans, in the mist of the immigration crisis and the 
global rise of the ultra right, xenophobia and separatism. And just in 
time for Christmas and its ever timely plea for unconditional love and 
compassion!

Last but not least, keep your antennas up for our annual  
Christmas Quiz, sometime in the first two weeks of December. 

Visit our (www.sydenhamfilmclub.org) and Sydenham Arts 
(sydenhamarts.co.uk) sites for updates and confirmation 

of exact date and place. 

And let the good, big picture, times role!

NEWS FROM

Dec 2018 - Jan 2019

Storytelling and sleepovers, gifts and gardens, 
there’s plenty to see and do at the  
Horniman over the winter months.

The festive season gets underway with the Horniman 
Christmas Market, a special shopping experience in 

the Museum on Friday 30 November 5.30–9.30pm and 
Saturday 1 and Sunday 2 December 10am–5.30pm. There 

will be stalls and products by independent sellers, local 
designers and makers, and if you are joining us on Friday 

evening, there will be mulled wine and music too.
Don’t forget to look at the lovely products in our shop 

for further gift ideas. Or why not give someone a year of 
inspiration, surprise and enjoyment with a  

Horniman gift membership?
 Membership starts at just £29, and includes: a year of  

free entry to the Aquarium, Butterfly House and 
exhibitions; 10% discount in the Shop; and exclusive 

events and offers.  
To buy a gift membership please call the  

Membership Office on 020 8291 8169 or email 
members@horniman.ac.uk

There’s a unique opportunity to explore the Horniman 
by night at our first Family Sleepover on Saturday 8 

December from 7pm. Roll out your sleeping bag, camp 
out in the galleries and enjoy storytelling, crafts and trails 

– but don’t expect to get too much sleep! Full information 
and ticket prices are on our website www.horniman.ac.uk

The following weekend, Saturday 15 and Sunday 16 
December, enjoy a storytelling performance of the classic 

Hans Christian Andersen tale The Snow Queen, with 
song and puppetry by Sandal Sticks Theatre. Ticket 

details are on our website. You can also visit an immersive 
installation about the daily life of the Kuikuro people of the 

Xingu, an indigenous community of around 400 people 
from the very heart of the Brazilian Amazon region. Entry 
is free but please check the website for booking details. 

Our gardens are stunning whatever the weather, and 
the Grasslands Garden – a celebration of critically 

threatened wild landscapes featuring plants from North 
American prairie and South African grasslands – will be 
displaying beautiful architectural seed heads and fading 

flower spikes during the colder months. And if you’d like 
to warm up after your walk, the Butterfly House is open 

all year round featuring a tropical garden full of exotic 
free-flying butterflies.  

Back inside the Museum our ongoing exhibitions and 
displays include The Lore of the Land, the first 

exhibition in our new arts space The Studio, which 
explores our relationship with nature; beautifully crafted 
lifesize crochet animals in EVOLUTION of The Artist 
and The Exhibited Works; and stunning photographs 
documenting the lives and culture of people living in the 

Yamal region of Northwest Siberia in  
Yamal: The Stream of Life.

 
Nearly 20 years ago, in 2009, the Gala Bingo Hall (previously the 

Granada Cinema) was sold off in a secret deal to the 
Kingsway International Christian Centre (KICC).

A huge campaign was mounted locally against the plan.
Over the intervening years various planning applications for a change of use  
to Church and Community Centre were turned down by Bromley Council. 

On 28 January this year KICC finally capitulated and sold the site to 
Everyman Cinemas.

On 15 November, and with a full alcohol licence, Everyman Cinemas 
(25 Church Road) re-opened the doors to its new 

state-of-the-art four-screen cinema!

NEW                          CINEMA 
OPENS IN 
CRYSTAL PALACE
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Annual cost of membership
Individual (includes partner)  £6.00 per year
Senior citizen (includes partner) £5.00 per year
Postal member (includes partner) £8.50/£7.50 per year

Name of your bank/building society 

Address of your bank/building society 

Account number  Sort code 

Signed 

Your name (please print) 

Please pay the Sydenham Society (Lloyds Bank plc, Sydenham Branch,
Sort Code 30-98-42, Account no. 00524410) the sum of £8.50/£7.50/£6/£5 
(please delete as appropriate) on 5 January each year until further notice.  
This replaces any standing order in favour of the ‘Sydenham Society’.

Bank details for The Sydenham Society standing order
Name 

Address  

 Post code 

Tel day  Tel eve 

Email 

Renewal is due in January. Postal members are those resident outside 
SE23 and SE26 post codes. Subscriptions can be paid by cheque or 
standing order. Please make cheques payable to The Sydenham Society.

SYDENHAM SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM

!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Please return to: Richard Cory, 39 Tannsfeld Road SE26 5DQ  Tel: 020 8778 5007  Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com

Visit to the William Morris Gallery in 
Walthamstow
Friday 7 December
To see an exhibition entitled 'The Enchanted Garden' – 
designed to cheer us up on a winter's day! There are two other 
exhibitions there and we can have lunch in the 'orangery style 
glass extension' overlooking Lloyd Park.
Please email jacquelinealdridge@gmail.com by Friday 30 
November to book your place and for travel arrangements. 

Visit the Wallace Collection 
Friday 4 January
Join us on a self-guided tour to see its new gallery and current 
exhibition ‘Sir Richard Wallace, the Collector’.
Please email Janice at jncbrooklyn@yahoo.co.uk to register 
your interest and for travel arrangements.

Sydenham Assembly
Saturday 1 December
Sydenham Library, 11.30 – 1.30pm
The  Agenda will include: Assembly Funding presentations and 
vote; Local Democracy Review; Mayor’s Questions; Report 
on the Fun Palaces weekend; Safer Neighbourhood Team; 
Community Updates; and refreshments and networking.
Followed by:
2pm  CINDERELLA 
Free Christmas show from Spontaneous Productions 

2.30 – 3.30pm
CHRISTMAS CRAFT WORkSHOP

3.30pm onwards
CAROLS AND CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHT-UP  
(Mayor Damien Egan will light the Piazza’s Christmas tree  
at 4pm)

Saturday 8 December
Queensthorpe Square Sydenham’s Christmas tree will 
be lit and there will also be further free performances 
of Cinderella at the Sydenham Centre.

Please tick here if you would like to receive our weekly email  
newsletter which gives you news and events from the local area.



A warm welcome to the following new members

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

GHOULENHAMSOCIETY
NEWS

www.sydenhamsociety.com
Covering all aspects of local community matters    Member of the London Forum    Member of Civic Voice

Please note that subscriptions for 2018 are now overdue. Many thanks,
Richard Cory, Treasurer, 39 Tannsfeld Road SE26 5DQ.  Tel: 020 8778 5007 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com
Membership cards: we agreed at the 2015 AGM that to lower costs we will only issue membership cards when you pay your subscription 
in cash or if you send a self-addressed envelope. 

Patrisha Arnold
Sarah Cripps

Alex Dottridge  
& Tammy Breeze
Angela Finch

Alejandra Jimenez Lopez
Geraldine Murphy
Chris Pearce

Teresa Redmond
James Turner

Boris Van Der Ree
Fay Walters

From the Greyhound to the Poodle Club, Sydenham High Street 
was once again heaving with ghouls and ghosties and all manner of beasties 
this Halloween. 

Whilst the phantoms rocked to the live music of Afrige, a fabulous local singer, 
the annual costume competition was taking place at the Sydenham Centre. 
Hearts were stolen by Mochi (aka Spider Dog) who won the best-dressed pet 
costume to claim the £25 voucher from Whites Pet Centre. 
The winners of the most original costume were Christian Hayes, Purdy and 
Irving Milner Hayes, and Mala Shahi, for their highly original homemade puppet 
master and puppets costumes. The funniest costume went to Alfredo Ruaro-Lane 
for his inflatable Frankenstein outfit. Whilst the scariest costume winner was Ruben 
for his terrifying clown and chainsaw ensemble. 
With a crowd close to 800, this year saw the biggest ever Sydenham Halloween 

event, and with the addition of the Halloween Social at the Greyhound, the 
entertainment on hand was truly awesome. Fright night was well under way as 
karen and Darren opened their spine-chilling Haunted House at the Poodle 
Club. Even the most shock-resistant adults were terrified when the zombies chased 
them through the garden, and the spooktacular ghouls that greeted the crowds at 
Whites Pet Centre completed the terror.
Once again, a massive thank you for the generosity shown by all the traders taking 
part, particularly Classic Trophies for the fancy dress competition winners’ amazing 
medals, and Sainsbury’s Local for donating the prizes. 
Thanks also to Councillor Chris Best, Deputy Mayor of Lewisham, for hosting 
the competition and awarding the prizes; also Angela Hall, Marion Nisbet and 
kate Mallinder, for judging the costumes. Finally, thanks to all the 
SEE3 volunteers who helped make this event a true extravaganza.
           Heather Mallinder  Event Co-ordinator
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