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For more than 18 months the rebuild of Our Lady and St Philip Neri school has been a source of local concern. 
Now Lewisham’s Mayor and Cabinet have given full support to the Sydenham Assembly for bringing this issue to their attention.

We are now hopeful that the Council will ensure that enforcement action 
is taken to ensure that the school is built according to the original planning 
permission – granted in October 2016.
The construction of the new school has been marked by significant 
departures from the original planning consent. An enforcement 
investigation by Lewisham planning officers has found a number of serious 
deviations from the original planning permission, including:
•   the nursery building height had increased from 3.5m to 4.2m; 
•   the window patterns had been amended; 
•   the roof profile had been altered and the guttering and drainpipes 
     made prominent where they should have been hidden;

•   dark colour panels had been added to the window design;
•   two electrical intake cabinets constructed adjacent to the nursery  
     were not on the original plans;
•   the original approval was for a building positioned 1.7m 
      from the boundary; instead the building has been constructed  
     without this setback.
One of the major conditions in the original planning permission was 
that new paths and lighting would be provided in Home Park between 
Sydenham Road and Winchfield Road before the new school opened in 
Easter 2018. But the school moved into the new building without this 
work having taken place. 

MAYOR CRITICISES 
SCHOOL REBUILD

What the politicians think -- Mayor & Cabinet meeting, 10 July 2019 
Mayor Damien Egan “Thanks to the Sydenham Assembly for highlighting this case. I hope the Diocese was hearing the message 

that their conduct had been unacceptable. I urge them to engage the community in the delivery of an acceptable solution.”  

Emma Talbot, Head of Planning  “I believe the Diocese’s response misrepresents legitimate community concerns 
and in my opinion the cladding currently visible on site is unacceptable.”

Cllr Chris Best, Deputy Mayor and Sydenham Councillor  “I am severely disappointed with the implementation of the scheme 
and give my support for the views of the Sydenham Society.”

Cllr Paul Bell, Cabinet Member for Housing  “I am shocked at the apparent belligerent stance adopted by the Diocese and 
wonder why no apology has been given when it is clear the building was not in line with the original planning consent.”

Cllr Tom Copley, Sydenham Councillor  “I chaired the Sydenham Assembly meeting where the reference [to Mayor & Cabinet] 
was unanimously agreed. The scheme’s critics are not a small minority of the community.” 

Continued on page 3
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If there is something you would like the society to tell everybody, or a local issue you 
feel strongly about, please send your article, maximum 300 words, to the editor. 
Sydenham Society News is read by many local residents, old and new,  
so please spell out all acronyms and explain anything that a newcomer  
might not understand. 
All articles are subject to editing by the Editorial Team.
Email your article to the Editorial Team at:
news@sydenhamsociety.com or send hard copy to
97 Longton Grove SE26 6QQ

Disclaimer The views expressed in articles are those of named contributors and 
should not be regarded as statements of policy of the Sydenham Society.

Keep informed about news and events in SE26 – sign up for the Sydenham Society 
eNewsletter by visiting

www.sydenhamsociety.com 
Send us your email address and you’ll be sent our regular eNewsletter packed 
with local news and information about what’s going on in Sydenham and the 
surrounding area.

A R T I C L E S  P L E A S E !

E - N E W S L E T T E R

GOING GREEN? 
   The newsletter you are reading has been printed on FSC certified paper. 

Image by DarkWorkX from Pixabay

 FSC is an acronym for the Forest Stewardship Council, which is an 
independent, non-governmental, not-for-profit organisation that was 
established to promote the responsible management of the world’s forests. 

The FSC system provides an assurance that products such as wood and paper 
have been harvested in a socially and environmentally responsible manner and 
provides a way in which the material can be tracked from the certified initial 

source through the manufacturing process to the end user. Although FSC certified paper can often 
contain recycled paper, it does not have to contain it to be certified.

Has your organisation gone green? We would be very interested in hearing what you are doing in 
these days of concern about climate change.

We have a planet to save!
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Motor vehicles have given us huge freedom to travel when we 
want and where we want. Only recently are most of us coming 
to terms with the fact that unfettered car travel can also have 
profound downsides on our health and wellbeing.  

Over 1,000 people are killed or seriously injured each year while 
walking or cycling on London’s streets. Traffic noise disturbs sleep and 
causes stress, anxiety, raised blood pressure and affects mental health. 
Air pollution adversely affects young children with developing lungs and 
older people. A recent study by king’s College and Imperial College 
found that poor air quality means that on average four Londoners, 
including one child, and two people over the age of 65, are hospitalised 
every day due to asthma caused by air pollution. Thousands of premature 
deaths in London every year are linked to air pollution. 

London Mayor, Sadiq khan, has signalled a strong intention to tackle this 
problem by launching an Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ) in central 
London inside the North and South Circular. Critics who live just outside 
the zone (Sydenham, for example) have criticised the scheme claiming that 
it will drive the highest polluting vehicles onto our local roads. However, 
the evidence of recent months is that owners of the most polluting 
vehicles, particularly car owners, are quickly swapping their vehicles for 
lower-emission newer cars. 

Now, London’s Mayor is turning his attention to local neighbourhoods to 
cut pollution by preventing rat-running through residential streets. One 
of the first areas in the borough to receive this treatment is in central 

Sydenham – an area designated as East Sydenham which includes all the 
roads on either side of Sydenham Road between Sydenham Station and 
Bell Green.

Traffic data shows that 60% of vehicles rat-running  
through the area is non-residential and roads such as Silverdale, 

Dacres Road, Mayow Road and Queenswood Road are  
among those with the highest vehicle volumes.

The new measures will be trialled and monitored through a temporary 
traffic order for between 6 and 18 months. This is likely to take the form 
of a planter in the carriageways, or other temporary construction which 
could be removed if necessary. Throughout the trial, the impact on the 
local network will be monitored.

At the end of the trial period, a decision will be made by the Council’s 
Mayor and Cabinet on whether to make the changes permanent. If the 
trial proves successful, the scheme will be implemented. 

Find out more by attending one of the two  
forthcoming co-design workshops:

Tuesday 17 September from 4pm to 7pm

Saturday 21 September from 1.30pm to 4.30pm

Both will be held at Sydenham Community Library, 
210 Sydenham Rd SE26 5SE

      Barry Milton, Roads and Transport Committee

Tackling SydenhaM's air pollution

We are now just a few weeks from the new autumn term and work has 
still not started. 

When the application for the rebuild of Our Lady and St Philip Neri school 
was given planning consent in October 2016, the Sydenham Society 
raised no objections. 
We had been reassured in a meeting with the headteacher and local 
councillors that the plans would enhance the site and allow both the infant 
and junior schools to combine in one location and also to provide a new 
nursery. 
However, within a few months of the start of building works in spring 
2018 it became clear that the building was not being constructed 
according to the consented plans. 

As a result, the Sydenham Society held a public meeting at the library 
in July 2018, chaired by Cllr Tom Copley. At this well-attended meeting 
the strength of local feeling was evident and Viv Evans, interim Head of 
Planning at Lewisham, undertook to investigate. His officers subsequently 
prepared the enforcement report which highlighted the many deficiencies 
listed above.  
We are now hopeful that the Diocese of Southwark’s Education 
Commission will submit a new full planning application to address the 
many issues that have been identified. 
The new school is in a prominent part of Sydenham Road and will be in 
place for decades. It’s entirely fitting that we should insist on a building that 
we can be proud of and which will enhance our community.
             Annabel McLaren, Chair, Sydenham Society

Continued from page 1
MAYOR CRITICISES SCHOOL REBUILD
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Two of the projects shortlisted for this year's prize are 
rejuvenated existing structures – Grimshaw's overhaul of 
one of London's busiest stations, and Witherford Watson 
Mann Architects' construction of an opera theatre within 
a 17th-century stable block in Leicestershire.

Also shortlisted are Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners 
Macallan Distillery in Speyside and Feilden Fowles 
visitor centre within the Yorkshire Sculpture Park, both 
designed to merge with their surroundings and ensure 
there is a minimal impact on their historic landscapes.

"The RIBA Stirling Prize shortlist epitomises the 
enviable global reputation of UK architecture," 

said RIBA president Ben Derbyshire. 
"These six buildings could hardly be more  

diverse in typology and scale – from a rustic stable 
block-turned theatre to a vast national railway 

station. But what they have in common is ground-
breaking innovation, extraordinary creativity and 

the highest quality materials and detailing which sets 
them apart, rightfully earning them a chance to win 

the highest accolade in architecture."

The winner of the 2019 RIBA Stirling Prize will 
be announced on Tuesday 8 October 2019 at the 
Roundhouse in London.

2019 Stirling Prize
London Bridge Station shortlisted
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The new London Bridge Station designed 
by architect Nicholas Grimshaw has been 
shortlisted for the 2019 Royal Institute of British 
Architecture’s prestigious Stirling Prize.

A Sydenham Community Project in conjunction with Sydenham Assembly, and with the 
support of Councillors Chris Best, Tom Copley and Liam Curran, is launching a campaign to 
purchase additional Christmas lights for Sydenham Road. 
We would like to get £5 from every household by September. We will approach our 
high street traders separately. This, in conjunction with a Community Lottery Grant, would 
allow us to raise approximately £8,600 to install the sockets needed and to purchase 
6 to 8 display lights. 
When Lewisham changed the lampposts across the borough, these did not come with electric 
sockets, so a proportion of the funding needs to go to installing these. 
We are aiming to purchase reconditioned lights from a reputable vendor that deals with councils 
across London, as they are a fraction of the price of new ones. After several consultations, 
together with what is available, you can see here the 3 styles of lights we are considering.  
The idea is that every year we would buy a few more to add to our Christmas high street lights. 
Assuming we can raise the funds needed in time, we would alternate our new lights with  
the wrap-around festoons presently used. Eventually, we could extend the Christmas lights to 
include all lampposts from Cobb’s Corner to The Golden Lion. 
This will most likely take another year or so, but is achievable. 
To see Sydenham beautifully lit up at Christmas, you can donate your fiver at 

www.gofundme.com/f/sydenham-high-street-christmas-lights  
If you are able to give more, we would be most grateful. Please share with your friends and 
family – the more people we get involved the sooner we will reach our goal.

Sydenham Road – improved Christmas lighting?
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DULWICH 
Picture Gallery

Self Portrait, 1642, Royal Collection Trust/ 
© Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 2019

Rembrandt's
Light 4 October 2019 until 2 February 2020

Woman with an Arrow, c. 1661,  
The Rembrandt House Museum, Amsterdam

A Woman in Bed, 1645-6, National Galleries  
of Scotland. Presented by William McEwan 1892. 

Photography Antonia Reeve

Girl at a Window, 1645, Dulwich Picture Gallery

To mark the 350th 
anniversary of 
Rembrandt’s death, 
Dulwich Picture 
Gallery is curating 
a major exhibition 
exploring the artist’s 
mastery of light 
through 35 of his 
greatest paintings, 
etchings and drawings. 
London’s moment in the 
‘Year of Rembrandt’ 
will bring together 
major international loans 
including The Pilgrims at 
Emmaus, 1648 (Musée 
du Louvre, Paris) and – for 
the first time in the UK 
– Philemon and Baucis, 
1658 (National Gallery 
of Art, Washington DC), 
Tobit and Anna with 
the Kid, 1645 and The 
Dream of Joseph, 1645 
(Gemäldegalerie, Berlin).

Arranged thematically, the exhibition traces Rembrandt’s mastery 
of light and shadow, and reveals how he used both for dramatic 
effect, from evoking different moods in religious and mythological 
stories, to depicting raw human emotion in the subjects he knew well. 
The exhibition focuses on Rembrandt’s critical middle period of  
1639-1658 when he lived in his dream house on the Breestraat in 
central Amsterdam. The large-scale windows of this spacious home 
(today The Rembrandt House Museum) gave him access to the 
ideal light for creating art. 

Showcasing a new LED Bluetooth lighting system at the Gallery, 
leading cinematographer Peter Suschitzky, (Star Wars: The Empire 
Strikes Back, The Rocky Horror Picture Show and Mars Attacks!), 
is working with the curators to devise an atmospheric visitor 
experience. Through carefully constructed lighting and innovative 
design, the exhibition spaces will reflect the variety of Rembrandt’s 
work, from high-drama and 
theatricality, to contemplative 
and spiritual, taking inspiration 
from Rembrandt’s own words 
in a letter of 1639, when he 
cautioned a new owner of 
one of his paintings to: “hang 
this piece in a strong light 
and where one can stand 
at a distance, so it will 
sparkle at its best”.

Key paintings demonstrate  
the influence of contemporary 
theatre on Rembrandt’s 
method, and include the  
The Denial of St Peter, 
1660 (Rijksmuseum, 
Amsterdam), where multiple 
moments of the story are told 

within a single scene, and  
The Woman Taken in 
Adultery, 1644 (The National 
Gallery, London), where the 
figures inhabit the temple 
setting as though they were 
actors on a stage.

‘Manipulating Light’, 
the second section of the 
show, transports visitors to 
Rembrandt’s workshop, as 
witnessed in his drawing The 
Artist’s Studio. The means 
by which Rembrandt evoked 
day and night are explored in 
etchings from the Rembrandt 
House Museum including 
Student at a Table by Candlelight, c.1642, and Woman with 
an Arrow c.1661, as well as his only surviving nocturnal painting, 
Landscape with the Rest on the flight into Egypt, 1647.

In the ‘The Meditative Mood’ section, Rembrandt’s ability to create 
multiple layers of meaning and subtle shifts in mood made his works 
enduringly popular as tools for private contemplation. In Christ and 
St Mary Magdalen at the Tomb, 1638 (Royal Collection Trust), 

the dawn breaking over 
Jerusalem echoes the dawning 
recognition between the 
characters in the scene. 

The exhibition culminates 
with a selection of compelling 
figurative paintings including 
the Gallery’s Girl at a 
Window, 1645, which will 
be displayed for the first time 
alongside A Woman in Bed, 
c. 1645-6 (National Museums 
Scotland) and A Woman 
Bathing in a Stream, 1654 
(National Gallery, London).

Rembrandt’s Light will be 
the first exhibition to be curated by Jennifer Scott since becoming 
Director of Dulwich Picture Gallery in 2017, and co-curated by the 
Gallery’s Assistant Curator, Helen Hillyard. Their accompanying 
book, Rembrandt’s Light, includes essays by the curators and 
features an interview with cinematographer Peter Suschitzky. 

Dulwich Picture Gallery has also announced a new  
£5 ticket price for visitors aged 18-30
which will include entry to the Gallery’s Collection  
and temporary exhibitions and comes into effect  

for Rembrandt’s Light this October.
Recent research published by the Art Fund shows that under-30s are  

twice as likely to visit a museum or gallery on a monthly basis to de-stress  
due to the significant financial strain many in this age group are experiencing.  

The introduction of the discounted ticket by the Gallery continues its  
commitment to engage young people with great art and will enable many  

young people to access the varied exhibitions and the inspiring and  
iconic spaces at the Picture Gallery.

To find out more, those aged 18-30 can now sign up  
to the scheme at dpg.art/under30
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Tom Gallagher 
Director of Sydenham Garden says 'Goodbye'

When I arrived during a bitterly cold January in 2013,  
I was struck by how underutilised Sydenham Garden was; 
yet also by the potential and the strength of our volunteer 
team. We were like a mustard seed: small, but given the 
right environment ready to grow into something mighty. 

I must admit leaving feels very weighty. Don’t get me 
wrong, I believe it’s the right time for the organisation,  

and I know it’s the right time for my family. 

But it’s hard to leave such good people,  
delivering such meaningful work. 

A place I call home.
While I’ll always be proud of the steady growth in  
co-worker and volunteer numbers over my time,  

it’s the individual stories I will treasure. 

There are so many, including recovery of health,  
cognition, enjoyment, fulfilment; I could go on.  

But they really do take place in Sydenham Garden, in 
abundance. I’ll also miss the environment; gorgeous gardens 
abounding with flora, fauna and people; a place in which to 
simply breathe in, and breathe out. I’ve had my own battles 

with health, and Sydenham Garden has been a place  
where I, too, could heal. 

Lewisham is a tremendously unique place, one where  
social action has much heritage. I’m so pleased I could play 

a small part in that. To be honest, I’ve simply been  
a passenger, I’ve gone along for the ride and it’s been  

one of the best journeys of my life.

If you are interested and think you could take on the role of 
leading Sydenham Garden, which is a borough-wide mental 
health service, part of Lewisham Community Wellbeing, the 
Lewisham Dementia Support Hub, and runs a community 
Resource Centre, please send a CV and covering letter to 

chair@sydenhamgarden.org.uk

Sydenham Garden was founded in 2002  
by a small group of local residents  

who converted a neglected nature reserve  
into the extraordinary facility we know today. 

It is a community garden, a nature reserve  
and a place where some of our fellow residents 

are enabled to cope with significant illnesses. 

Jim Sikorski, a local GP in Sydenham, was the driving force 
behind the project and served as the Chair of the Trustees 

until very recently and is now our Honorary President. 

Without Jim’s vision and leadership, the project would 
not have succeeded and we are delighted that we can still 
call on his wisdom and fertile mind as we go forward. Jim 
has been succeeded as Chair by Julia Brandreth – a local 

resident, Julia has worked previously at the National Union 
of Teachers, the TUC and as community organiser.

The work of Sydenham Garden is delivered by a team of 
around 60 people and for the last six and a half years they 

have been led by our Director, Tom Gallagher. 

We are about to say goodbye to Tom who is relocating 
to Northumberland with his family and he deserves huge 
thanks for the work he has done here. Among the many 

things Tom has achieved is the opening of a new site called 
De Frene which operates as a Market Garden and has 

enabled us to diversify our offer to co-workers. 

His good humour, problem solving skills and enthusiasm  
for Sydenham Garden will be sorely missed and we  

wish him well in his new role.

Sydenham Garden is a special place and the trustees and 
staff will all be working hard over the coming months to 
make sure that we continue to build on the remarkable 

work that both Jim and Tom have done.

Steve Bullock is a Trustee of Sydenham Garden.

SYDENHAM GARDEN
HELLOS AND GOODBYES
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The Livesey Memorial Hall has been at the heart  
of Bell Green for over a century. Opened in 1911 as 
a social and recreational centre for the gasworkers, 
it opened up to the wider community post- 
privatisation of the industry. 

Each redevelopment promised it an assured  
future for the community, yet it has deteriorated. 
Widely assumed to be run by Lewisham, the 
building is actually owned and leased out by Kier, 
SGN (Southern Gas Network) having an  
unspecified interest.

The Livesey comprises three Historic England Grade II listed 
structures; the Hall, the Boundary Wall, and the War Memorial. 
As landowner, Kier is accountable for their condition, and must 
be held to it, so it can be a focal point of the new Bell Green, 
linking the future neighbourhood with its industrial heritage.

The Hall itself suffers from water damage, and a number of 
unauthorised alterations. Historic England recently revised its 
listing, to specify that the pavilion (left) and bowling green is 
also covered in the listing. Despite this, the pavilion is currently 
being radically altered without permissions. Structural elements 
have been removed, and quirky original features stripped out; 
sadly, the landowners denied us access to record them first. 
The windows are of great importance to the structure’s historic 
integrity, but are to be replaced, with no natural ventilation of a 
building subject to damp.

The Boundary Wall is poorly maintained, in need of re-pointing, 
and shrubs are undermining its terracotta capping. Trees 
growing extremely close to the wall need re-pollarding to limit 
their size. The wall is peppered with signboards, many of which 
advertise long-defunct businesses, all detracting from the listed 
building's appearance. A security gate has just closed off a right 
of way which has developed over the past 25 years.

The War Memorial is in a shocking state, neglected by the very 
industry whose workers it commemorates. Vandalised with the 
theft of three bronze plaques in 2011, plastic replacements were 
stuck on, large enough to cover up the damaged stonework. It 
is still being treated with disrespect by events promoters; gaffer 
tape is currently stuck to the Angel’s wrist atop the memorial, 
presumably from an event banner. 

Protests about the treatment of this important building and that 
within its curtilage, have been made to Kier, SGN, Lewisham 
and Historic England.

Can you help?
We would like to hear from you if you have any photographs, 
memories or memorabilia of life at the Livesey. 

Do you have photos of family celebrations or parties there? 
Have you or your family used the sports grounds, or have you 
been to other events there? 

We are interested in photos right up to the present day, as 
we’d like to include images in a display at the Bell Green Local 
Masterplan meeting on 12 September. 

We can then add them to the local archives, representing the 
Livesey’s place in our local life. Please do share your memories 
of the Livesey, and our dreams of what it could become.                             
                                                                                            Julia Webb

The Livesey Memorial Hall
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Progress Report

Bell Green provides an opportunity to create a model for urban regeneration  
that delivers a high-quality environment for local people & businesses
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The Sydenham 
Society’s initiative 
to develop a 

community-led Masterplan for Bell Green was launched  
at a public meeting held at the Railway Tavern in March  
of this year. 
The Masterplan is being developed by Discourse 
Architecture, a group including architects, transport and 
planning consultants working on this project  
on a voluntary basis. 
Although this exercise is independent of Lewisham, we 
wish to engage with the Council, informing and supporting 
their work to meet the needs of the Borough. We also plan 
to consult with the adjacent Borough of Bromley.

Discussion at the public meeting confirmed current 
problems at Bell Green:
●   Traffic dominates the environment
●   Narrow pavements
●   Poor pedestrian crossings
●   Roads hostile to cyclists
●   Under-used surface car parks are ugly, inefficient  
     and not designed to consider pedestrians
●   Stunted trees and neglected planting allow tarmac  
     to dominate
●   Traffic pollution is a health risk – especially for children
●   Bus and train services are fragmented
●   Uninviting thresholds to the Linear Park, amenity space, 
     pedestrian and bike route
●   Historic remains of the Gas Works are neglected  
     and inaccessible 
●   Single-storey retail sheds block sites for much-needed  
     new housing 
Issues affecting the area around Bell Green include:
●   Home Park and Southend Park are in need of improvement

●   Sydenham Library is poorly maintained with visually  
     intrusive security features 
●   Sydenham Road and Southend Lane and Perry Rise  
     are dominated  by traffic 

At the public 
meeting it emerged 
that, as well as 

longer-term plans, people want early action to improve the 
area. In response to this we have identified initiatives that 
could be implemented in the short, medium and long term:

Short-term (2019-25)
●   Improve bus connections
●   Easier pedestrian crossings
●   Wider pavements
●   Traffic calming
●   Minor landscape improvements
●   Repair and enhance historic buildings: Sydenham Library,  
     Livesey Memorial Hall, War Memorial and gas holders
●   Improvements to Home Park and Southend Park
●   Close Stanton Way to traffic to improve air quality  
     for school children

Medium-term (2025-35)
●   Improve bus interchange and residential land; and  
     commercial buildings
●   Linear Park (pedestrian/cycle routes) – create new gateway  
     from Southend Lane / extend to Perry Hill and Beckenham
●   Create shared-use accessible parking for  
     Livesey Memorial Hall
●   Improved road layout
●   Trees and greening

Sydenham Society News  •  Autumn 2019

The Challenges

Sydenham Society News  •  Autumn 2019

The Opportunities
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Long-term (2035-50)
●   Relocate Lower Sydenham Station
●   Replace surface car parks with multi-storeys that can  
     be converted at end of use to housing with retail below  
     and residential above
●   Replace retail sheds with multi-storey mixed-use retail/ 
     commercial/residential buildings. Provide housing that can  
     be adapted for home working/businesses
●   Complete landscape/more trees
●   Build new primary school by Linear Park and convert/extend  
     existing Haseltine building to loft-style apartments

Our intention is to create an approach that is sufficiently 
robust to accommodate changes to the way that we will 
live, work and travel over the next 30 years, and that can 
incorporate everything from the early improvement of 
pedestrian crossings to the arrival of the Bakerloo Line.
Development of Bell Green is complicated by the pattern 
of site ownership, with several freeholders and more 
leaseholders. We are mapping the site ownership so 
that we can overlay a new layout, allowing development 
to proceed incrementally, as freeholds and leases are 
surrendered and sites become available. 
We are currently looking at the existing road network and identifying 
ways of calming traffic and making pedestrian crossings easier to 
use. These will be submitted to Lewisham Council’s current Healthy 
Neighbourhoods consultation for ‘East Sydenham’. 
We don’t think that an urban strategy can solve the urgent problem 
of traffic pollution – this must be dealt with by legislation to control 
emissions. Traffic and parking dominate the Bell Green retail park 
today, but we think that in future their impact could be much less 
intrusive. We cannot predict how people will travel around in 30 
years, but it could be by driverless electric, or hydrogen powered 
vehicles, rented by the journey, resulting in fewer cars on the road.  
We propose that new development can help to meet the urgent 
need for new housing, building a sustainable future at Bell Green 
that will involve high density development that is highly connected 

with integrated transport infrastructure. Streets have been a feature 
of towns and cities for thousands of years and we believe that they 
continue to be a good way of organising urban space. 
To help us imagine how Bell Green could be developed with an 
attractive scale, we have looked at familiar examples in London and 
Europe; overlaying these plans on the site. 
This is helping us to develop a layout of streets and blocks that  
we are correlating with the site ownership pattern. In order to test 
the robustness of the site layout, we will develop different options 
for use; including ones that replicate the current provision of 
retail area and parking, and others that contain a higher level of 
residential development.
Other features that we are considering include a community  
centre based around the Livesey Memorial Hall, with new public 
gardens, children’s play, sports and leisure facilities, and perhaps 
including a garden on the footprint of the gas holders. Convenient 
access to parking for users of these facilities would take the 
pressure off on-street parking experienced by residents of Perry 
Hill. Around the new transport hub of the bus and Bakerloo Line 
stations, there could be bars and restaurants, a children’s nursery, 
health centre, retail and commercial space, as well as housing 
and parking; serving the new population living in the area and tied 
together with high quality public space. 
Bell Green could become a richer environment for nature – as 
well as the new Linear Park link, formal landscape and street 
trees – buildings could incorporate landscaped courts and green 
roofs, all of which would provide new habitats. Nest boxes could be 
integrated into the development to support the local population of 
swifts, peregrine falcons and other birds.

Redeveloping 
Bell Green will be 
challenging, but 

this community-led Masterplan provides local people with the 
opportunity to set the agenda for change, so that the area can 
become a paradigm for attractive high-quality and sustainable 
urban living. We will present our initial proposals for comment 
at a combined Bellingham, Sydenham and Perry Vale Ward 
Assembly to be held on 12 September at the Livesey 
Memorial Hall. This will be a public meeting and be followed 
up with a feedback exercise to assess the level of support for  
these preliminary proposals: what you like, what you don’t like,  
what is important to you, and how you would like to see the site 
strategy taken forward.                        Discourse Architecture
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Have Your Say

Existing site plan  the retail park is dominated by 
roads and car parks. It is dislocated from the surrounding 

neighbourhood in both scale and layout.

Existing junction
pedestrian crossings are convoluted,  

with up to three traffic islands.

Suggested alternative to the junction
 narrower roads designed for 20mph traffic  
and more convenient pedestrian crossings.
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Developing a strategy for the future

Neglected heritage  
Livesey Memorial Hall site

The rail bridge over Southend Lane 
is a pinch point for 

 vehicles, cyclists & pedestrians

Air pollution from heavy traffic 
next to Haseltine Primary School is a  

health hazard for children
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Don’t miss the Sydenham Fun Palace weekend  
on 5 and 6 October with a mass of free 
entertainment from 12 noon to 4pm. 

On the Saturday at the Sydenham Centre there will 
be a hive of activities including a performance of old time 
music hall, a talk on the development of music halls in the 
area, and an opportunity to learn a song and take part in the 
performance. There will be a puppetry show and ballet, and 
workshops on photography, genealogy and life drawing. 

On Sunday, Sydenham Arts and Montage will have a 
programme of music and dance. At the TNG on Saturday 
the activities include the climbing wall, baking and cake 
decorating, a peace mural, police crime scene and police 
horses, as well as a photo booth. The programme is still 
being arranged so there’s time to get involved. 

Lewisham Council has approved its new Neighbourhood 
Community Infrastructure Levy (NCIL) scheme – 
which will see money, raised from developers, spent on 
projects chosen by ward assemblies. Lewisham is the first 
local authority to see NCIL increase to 25 per cent – half of 
which will stay within the ward, a quarter will be allocated 
to areas of deprivation and a quarter will go towards a 
borough-wide fund. 

The Council will be making an open call for projects over 
either a one, two or four year basis, which will then be 
filtered into a long-list. The ideas must meet the CIL 
Regulations ‘to support the development’ of an area through 
improving infrastructure, offer value for money, benefit the 
community, address a local priority, and meet the demands 
in the area. That list will go to a vote at the Sydenham 
Assembly – so start planning what you would want to 
see prioritised for Sydenham. 

A key target of both the Mayor of London and Lewisham’s 
Transport Strategy, is for 80% of all journeys in London to be 
made by sustainable means of transport (walking, cycling and 
public transport) by 2041. 

To achieve this, we need to create street environments with 
reduced traffic and where vulnerable road users, including 
children and older people, feel more comfortable making 
journeys on foot or by bike. 

We’re working with the community to make lower 
Sydenham and Bell Green greener, healthier and a more 
attractive and pleasant place and we need your views on 
how to achieve this. 

The Council is carrying out a consultation on what 
you think most needs to be changed, and has asked 
for preferences by 1 September.

Chris Best  
Councillor for Sydenham Ward  

and Chair of the Sydenham Town Centre Steering Group and SEE3 
Deputy Mayor and Cabinet Member for Health and Adult Social Care 

Telephone 020 8676 9516 
cllr_chris.best@lewisham.gov.uk

Perry Vale 

NEWS
Perry Vale 

NEWS
Summer is always a great time in Perry Vale  

with many community events to enjoy and support.

As part of our Ward Assembly programme, 2019’s annual 
Lark in the Park, was held on Saturday 22 June in our 

wonderful Mayow Park. The weather was kind to us as we 
welcomed many local residents and visitors from further afield 

to enjoy the day’s programme of fun. 

There was indeed fun for all ages: from face painting 
sponsored by Lewisham Homes, a bouncy castle and 

Councillor Jacq Paschoud’s magical storytelling for the 
younger ones; to a beer tent and a very professional Music 

Stage by Forest Hill School for the older age groups; as well 
as craft stalls, wonderful cakes from our local WI, and 
Iris Till’s delicious fruit kebabs. The Perry Vale Safer 
Neighbourhood Team offered advice and literature from 
ensuring your home and car are safe and secure, to tackling 
knife crime and youth offending. Performing a sterling job 

selling raffle tickets for Rockbourne Youth Club, was former 
Perry Vale ward councillor Alan Till.

I am very pleased to report substantial funding for a much 
needed refurbishment and repair to Rockbourne Youth Club. 
We are also in discussion with Ruth Garcha to rename the 
club in memory of her husband, our old friend and former 
councillor colleague, Gurbakhsh Garcha, who with Ruth, 
was a great supporter of the club and worked so hard to  

keep it going.

Our local Sydenham Garden Resource Centre continues 
to thrive with many attending the plant sale on 11 May. The 
annual Friends and Neighbours Lunch took place on the 
27 July and we look forward to its De Frene Festival on 17 
August. Sadly, we received the news that Tom Gallagher, 
Sydenham Garden’s Director, is moving on. Tom has been a 
marvellous asset to the Garden and has provided as much of 
a secure and sustainable future for it as is possible in the very 
fluid charity sector. He leaves a new 3-year strategic plan for 
the Garden’s Trustee Board to present to the Garden’s AGM 

on 2 November.

With temperatures reaching 34°C, St George’s Church 
held their Summer Fete on the 29 June and, despite the 

intense heat, local residents explored the books, crafts and 
food on sale whilst enjoying refreshing non-alcoholic  

Pimms and ice-cream. 

Finally, on 4 August, Stanstead Lodge held its Summer Fair 
with many stalls featuring delights such as vintage jewellery, 

old time games and nearly-new fashion.

A very busy summer for all living in Perry Vale  
and its environs.

Councillor Susan Wise 
Perry Vale Ward & Chair Housing Select Committee   

Cllr_Susan.Wise@lewisham.gov.uk

SYDENHAM 
FUN PALACE
& LOCAL ASSEMBLY FEATURES
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Fly-tipping is incredibly 
frustrating for residents 
and one of the most 
regular casework issues 
for local councillors. 
It is a challenge faced by 
local authorities across 
the country, particularly 
in inner city areas such 
as Lewisham. 
It is a significant blight on local 
environments; a source of pollution; a 
potential danger to public health and a 
hazard to wildlife. It also undermines 
legitimate waste businesses where 
unscrupulous operators undercut those 
operating within the law. 

Lewisham Council is currently taking a 
range of steps to tackle fly-tipping and to 
crack down on professional fly-tippers.

           Fly-tipping enforcement action 

Between April 2018 and January 2019, 
the borough’s Cleansing Enforcement 
Team issued Fixed Penalty Notices for 
the following fly-tipping offences in the 
borough:

●   66 waste deposit offences 
     (£400 each, discounted if paid early) 
●   63 waste documents offences (£300 each)
●   76 litter offences (£150 each)

During this period, the team also 
successfully prosecuted two offenders and 
currently has five prosecutions outstanding.

The new Corporate Strategy reaffirms 
Lewisham’s administration’s commitment 
to address the barriers that stop people 
disposing of household waste responsibly 
and to work with the police to target 
professional fly-tippers with prosecution.

      Who is responsible for enforcement action?

Fly-tipping is the illegal deposit of controlled waste on land, 
contrary to Section 33(1)(a) of the Environmental Protection Act 
1990. Local authorities and the Environment Agency both have 
a responsibility in respect of illegally deposited waste. 

●   Local authorities are responsible for investigating, clearing 
and taking appropriate enforcement action in relation to small 
to medium scale fly-tipping on public land, including public 
roads and highways within their responsibility.

●   The Environment Agency (England) is responsible for 
dealing with larger scale fly-tipping, hazardous waste and  
fly-tipping by organised gangs etc. 

●   The Landowner of private land normally has the 
responsibility to remove the waste and dispose of it legally. 

Local authorities and the 
Environment Agency have legal 
powers to require landowners to 
clear fly-tipped waste from their 
land. They also have powers to enter 
the land and clear it (under some 
circumstances), and will usually seek 
reimbursement for costs related to it. 

Tackling fly-tipping in Lewisham

One of the challenges for Lewisham’s 
Enforcement Cleansing Team is to 
find sufficient evidence to catch and 
convict offenders. Approximately 
40% of the fly-tips reported within 

Lewisham consist of either single items 
such as electrical goods (e.g. fridges and 
dishwashers), or DIY and construction items. 
And although Lewisham provides a free 
collection for mattresses, a number are still 
fly-tipped across the borough.

Without consistent reports from members of 
the public who have witnessed fly-tipping, 
the council relies on catching offenders in 
the act (including through the use of CCTV). 
This makes every report of environmental 
crime received from residents extremely 
useful. Reports allow the council to build  
a map of hotspot areas and thus concentrate 
resources, including overt cameras, in  
those places. 

There are a number of ways that members     
of the public can report incidents

●   Online at 
www.lewisham.gov.uk/reportflytippers 

(witnessed and evidence of fly-tipping) and 
www.lewisham.gov.uk/reportflytipping 
(all other non-witnessed fly-tips)

●   Telephone the Council on 020 8314 2170 
or email cleansingenforcement@lewisham.
gov.uk

●  Download the FixMyStreet App 
to a smartphone to report incidents that  

affect the street scene, as well as many 
other services the Council provides. If the 

report includes evidence, it will be passed to the 
Enforcement Team for investigation.

Lewisham takes fly-tipping very seriously and does  
not simply remove it. Every week a significant number 

of fly-tipping investigations take place.
The primary waste type collected within Lewisham, on average, 
is 26% black bags containing household waste and 40% other 
household waste, which includes garden waste. Approximately 
23% of fly-tips collected is identified as black bags containing 
commercial waste and/or construction and DIY waste.

During 2017/18, disposal of fly-tipping  
cost Lewisham council £341,094.

“So far I have 
reported 80 incidents of 
fly-tipping in Sydenham 

using the easy FixMyStreet 
website and app. I have always 

been impressed with the 
updates and quick response 

time. The mess  
is nearly always gone  
within a few days.” 

Pippa Moss,  
SE26 resident

another project from the lovely people at

.com

REPORT THEM TO
THE COUNCIL WITH

TIRED OF
POTHOLES
FLYYTIPPING
LOOSE PAVING
DOG POOP   VANDALISM
BROKEN STREET LIGHTING?
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Work on Taking Back Time, St. Bart’s restoration 
project, is now going full steam ahead. 

At the time of writing, faulty timber and masonry 
to the upper levels of the tower has already been 

replaced; while scaffolding is encasing the  
Chancel at the west end to enable restoration work 

across the whole of the upper levels. 
In the meantime the original blue and gilt slate dials, 

which had been taken down for safety and stored within  
the body of the church, are now with the specialist  

conservator in Cumbria. 
The clock mechanism,which was on display at the 

back of the church during our mini festival of events in June,  
is also in Cumbria for conservation. 

Our hoped for completion date is Thursday 31 October, 
so keep a look out. When the scaffolding is finally removed 

this winter the upper levels of the church will be secure for a 
generation, and all parts of the beautiful and unique  

Benjamin Vulliamy clock will be fully working again 
for the first time in half a century!

Although we also raised enough funds to restore the original 
bell, the specialist conservator is extremely busy and cannot 

attend to this until next year. 
So watch out later when we consult with you about the 
possibility of restoring the chimes (for limited use only).
A huge thank you to everyone who has helped  

us to raise the funds for this work - nearly £250,000! 
They include: Individual donors, The Parker Trust, Garfield 

Weston, The Church Care Fabric Fund, The Church Care Clock 
Fund, The Pilgrim Trust, The Wolfson Foundation and The 

Worshipful Company of Clockmakers.

TIME
is returning to
St. Bartholomew’s!

 

Sydenham
Arts.

FILMS 
POETRY
MUSIC !

We have plenty to keep you 
entertained this Autumn.  

Kicking off our programme on Wednesday 18 September, 
Seniors, in Forest Hill, provide our next #Sixty event 
showing that age is no barrier to performing. Their piece  
Ghosts is written by the cast and directed by Judy Gordon.  

On Wednesday 26 September is our screening of Can you 
ever forgive me? starring Oscar nominees Melissa McCarthy 
and Richard E Grant.  

Next up on Friday 27 September 
is poet and author, Dean Atta 
supported by Jeremiah Sugar J 
Brown. Dean was named as one of 
the most influential LGBTQ+ people 
in the UK by the Independent 
on Sunday. 

His debut novel, The Black 
Flamingo, was published this 
August by Hodder Children’s Books. 
Jeremiah has performed in cities such 
as New York and Los Angeles and 
is a Barbican Young Poet alumni 
and former Roundhouse 
resident artist.  

In October we welcome back our 
partners enSEmble26 for their 
next concert featuring the music 
of Brahms and Haydn. We also 
have soprano, Camilla Jeppeson 
and harpist, Mary Reid with their 
exploration of female composers, 

poets and muses, featuring music by Fanny Mendelssohn-Hensel, 
Pauline Viardot, Emily Dickinson and many more.

In November we have solo artist Michele Stodart, who is 
part of the much-loved, Mercury-Prize-nominated The Magic 
Numbers. To say that Michele’s songs are ‘rich’ is rather an 
understatement - "Michele’s solo music is truly breathtaking." 
-– For Folk’s Sake

Full details and how to book  www.sydenhamarts.co.uk/whats-on 

We really need your help!
We have nearly reached a third of our target of £15,000 a year 
to plug the gap left by losing our core funding from Lewisham. 

If you are thinking of supporting us, it’s now or never. 

A monthly donation of £6 with Gift Aid would provide 
£7.50 each month towards our costs. As a registered charity 
(no.1161590) we can claim Gift Aid on donations.

Donations between £5 and £20 each month will keep us alive.

We’ve made it simple with our donations page – only three clicks 
and you are there: sydenhamarts.co.uk/donate 

Thank you so much!

Rachel D’Cruze | Managing Director |  Sydenham Arts 

www.sydenhamarts.co.uk    admin@sydenhamarts.co.uk 
Twitter @sydarts_               Facebook @sydenhamarts   
Instagram @sydenhamartsofficial 

Jeremiah Sugar J Brown

Dean Atta
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Restless

Still
at 

The Lovely 
Gallery

140 Sydenham Rd 
London SE26 5JZ

12–29 Sept 2019

OPENING TIMES
Thursday–Sunday 
12–6pm Free

On 14 September 
3–6pm the public  
are welcome to meet 
the artists at an  
official Preview

An exhibition of work by 
three very different  artists 
whose depictions of plants, 
views and still life challenge 
any notion of the static:
●   Pictures of plants that refuse to rest  
     (Helen Simpson) 

●   Still objects that sizzle with new life 
     (Imogen Bittner) 

●   Paintings that celebrate the ever 
     changing spaces we inhabit  
     (Kay Waterfield Edwards)

Helen's highly observed and larger than 
life pastel and oil paintings of plants show 
us that the flower's stillness is simply a 
momentary suspension of movement in a 
mysterious and unceasing journey from 
one form, one landscape, to another.

www.helensimpsonartist.co.uk 

“Nature mort”, not so, Imogen’s still 
life work is a transformation of  the 
representational towards the abstract 
into frenzied textural arrangements that 
focus on colour and pattern.  As an avid 
collector, objects have often informed 
both her painting and textile works. These 
vibrant, textile images also reflect her 
interest in reconstructing ancient ceramics.

www.imogenbittnerstudio.co.uk 

In her intimate paintings recording home 
life in her Suffolk village, Kay not only 
revels in the colour and texture of the 
familiar, but enjoys incidental detail 
and chance occurrence, whether the 
sudden appearance of a chicken on the 
window sill, or a neighbour watering her 
plants… the very structures of the space 
she occupies, even the compositional 
framework of the painting, seem 
challenged by the richness and transience 
of the moment.

https://kaypaintings.com

First Lewisham Sketch Crawl
Sunday 29 September                     10.45am – 4.00pm
Come and join us on the first Lewisham Sketch Crawl which will take 
place on Sunday 29 September. Meet at 10.45am at the Horniman 
Museum and Gardens bandstand for an 11am start.

A sketch crawl consists of 6 to 8 stops at a range of locations. At each 
location you get half an hour to complete a sketch – watercolour or pastel, 
it's up to you. All the locations are fairly close to each other. You can join or 
leave the sketch crawl at any point. Each sketch crawl will have a designated 
starting point and we will also publish where we will be, and at what time, 
throughout the day, so you can join us if you can’t make the beginning. 

We will be organising future sketch crawls around Lewisham and South 
London, mainly during the spring, summer and autumn months. 

Bring a packed lunch or you can eat at a local cafe. 

There will be time at the end of the day to share your work if you wish.  
All ages and abilities welcome.

Please join our ‘Lewisham Sketchcrawlers’ Facebook page for further 
details and for updates. 
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NEWS FROM

The days are getting shorter but there’s plenty 
to see and do at the Horniman, both inside the 

Museum and outside in the Gardens. 
The Gardens have been looking stunning all summer 
and as autumn approaches there’s still lots to appreciate 
including the beautiful dahlias at the Horniman Drive 
entrance, the planting in the Grasslands Garden, the 
surrounding grass borders and the herbaceous border on 
the Bandstand Terrace. 
They are also home to some of south east London’s  
local bats. You can find out more about the type of 
species living here on our evening Bat Walk from 
7.30 – 9.30pm for adults on Friday 6 September. 
Meet at the Clock Tower gate entrance 10 minutes 
before the start of the walk. Tickets are £7.50 and you 
can book and find more information at www.horniman.
ac.uk/visit/events/bat-walk-for-adults
There’s a variety of aural treats for music lovers this 
September. Three historical keyboards from the former 
Finchcocks Musical Museum have been restored to 
playing condition and will be the centre pieces of In the 
Company of Finchcocks, a three day celebration from 
11-13 September including concerts, a masterclass and 
gallery tour to mark the instruments’ installation into the 
Music Gallery.  Please see our website www.horniman.
ac.uk for ticket information.   
Join us at Age Against the Machine: A Festival of 
Creative Ageing on Sunday 29 September for a day 
of free musical activities and performances by older artists 
and artists working with older people from Lewisham and 
the surrounding areas. And don’t forget that our popular 
Hear it Live! series of free public recitals now takes 
place weekly each Thursday from 3.30pm in the 
Music Gallery. 
On 27 September we are hosting an evening of special 
programming as part of the Emerge Festival, a new 
London-wide festival of late-night events in museums, 
galleries, historic houses and more. Tickets can be 
booked through www.weareculture24.org.uk
Our Halloween Fair promises a weekend of fiendish fun 
on 26 and 27 October, with creepy crawlies and spooky 
storytelling, plus arts and crafts markets and food stalls. 
October also brings a ‘last chance to see’ our popular 
Brick Wonders exhibition, featuring over 50 models 
of amazing wonders from around the world made 
from LEGO® bricks.  
The exhibition closes on 27 October, when it’s also 
the last opportunity to practice your swing at our 9-hole 
family-friendly Plonk Crazy Golf course.  

A unique, skyline-spectacular sponsored walk 
through Greenwich and Blackheath to support 
South East London’s two hospices promises a 

night to remember on Saturday 28 September. 

With selfie-spot views over the capital worthy of any 
Instagram feed, the Twilight Walk hopes to raise thousands of 
pounds for good neighbours – St Christopher's Hospice 

and Greenwich and Bexley Community Hospice.
New for this year, 2019’s route has been adapted to include 

even more iconic London vistas, including Royal Greenwich 
Park, the Old Royal Naval College and the Cutty Sark, 

just as the sun sets over the city. Starting on the north-side 
of Blackheath Common, the walk finishes on the south-

side of the common, just minutes from Blackheath’s bars and 
restaurants where fundraisers can choose to spend the rest of 

their Saturday night, celebrating their achievements!
Sisters Lisa Mahoney, 48, and Jane Poole, 51, took 

part in the first Twilight Walk last year and said that it was a  
‘brilliant evening that just felt right’. They walked to fundraise 
for their local hospice on the anniversary of the day that their 

mum, Maureen Mahoney from Lewisham, died under 
hospice care in 2017, aged 75. 

Lisa, comments, “Obviously it was so sad when mum died 
and it still hurts to this day, but we could not have wished for 
anything more; the support we were given was so important. 

For example, mum adored the sun and one day it was so 
beautiful outside and we said to the nurse that we wished 

mum could enjoy it more and she just said ‘well let’s go then’ 
and just like that they organised for mum to be taken to  

the garden. It was wonderful.”
“When we first heard about the Twilight Walk  

we were excited to take part and wanted to raise £200.  
In the end, we raised over £3,000, which is more than we  

ever hoped for when we started.”
The route is a perfect intersection of the two South East 

London areas that St Christopher’s Hospice and Greenwich 
and Bexley Community Hospice serve, bringing friends, 
neighbours, and communities together to celebrate and 

support vital hospice work, helping people and families at  
the end of life and into bereavement.  

This year’s Twilight Walk is kindly sponsored by 
Grant Saw Solicitors. Further information can be found at 

www.stchristophers.org.uk/twilightwalk

TWILIGHT WALk
 SATURDAY 28 SEPTEMBER
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Annual cost of membership
Individual (includes partner)  £6.00 per year
Senior citizen (includes partner) £5.00 per year
Postal member (includes partner) £8.50/£7.50 per year
    To pay via PayPal   50p extra per annum

Name of your bank/building society 

Address of your bank/building society 

Account number  Sort code 

Signed 

Your name (please print) 

Please pay the Sydenham Society 
(Lloyds Bank plc, Sydenham Branch, Sort Code 30-98-42, Account no. 00524410) 
the sum of £8.50/£7.50/£6/£5 (please delete as appropriate) 
on receipt of this instruction and on 5 January annually thereafter until further notice. 
This replaces any standing order in favour of the ‘Sydenham Society’.

Bank details for The Sydenham Society standing order
Name 

Address  

 Post code 

Tel day  Tel eve 

Email 

Renewal is due in January. Postal members are those resident 
outside SE23 and SE26 post codes. Subscriptions can be paid by  
cheque standing order or PayPal (via the website). 
Please make cheques payable to The Sydenham Society.

SYDENHAM SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM
!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Please return to: Richard Cory, 39 Tannsfeld Road SE26 5DQ  Tel: 020 8778 5007  Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com

Please tick here if you would like to receive our weekly email  
newsletter which gives you news and events from the local area.

Backstage Tour 
of the National 
Theatre
Wednesday  
16 October 
The National 
Theatre creates 
over 20 new 
productions 
every year. Come 

and see the preparation for the shows, including set-building, 
costume and prop-making in their workshops. Tickets £9.50 
(for groups of 8 or over). 
Please register your interest in this event with Janice 
(jncbrooklyn@yahoo.co.uk) by 16 September. 
Full details of time and travel arrangements nearer the date.

Visit to the 
Cartoon Museum 
(Wells St, W1)
Wednesday  
13 November
This museum, 
which was recently 
relaunched, holds  
the national collection 
of over 6,000  
original cartoon and 
comic artworks. 
The current 

exhibition, ‘Drawing Life', showcases the best of the collection 
curated by cartoonist and trustee Steve Bell. Admission 
£8.50/£5 concs. Please register your interest with Jackie 
(jacquelinealdridge@gmail.com) by 1 November. 
Full details of time and travel arrangements nearer the date.

Saturday 5 and Sunday 6 October

Following last year’s successful inaugural Fun Palaces,  
a second Fun Palaces weekend is planned for the first 
weekend in October and will coincide with Sydenham 
Assembly, which will be held in the Sydenham Centre 
on Saturday 5 October.
12.00 – 12.30pm: Official opening at The Sydenham Centre 
by the Mayoress, Barbara Gray.
12.45 – 1.15pm: Drop-in, meet the organisers, 
photo-shoot at TNG Youth Centre in Wells Park Road 
(with an invitation to stay). 
Look out for full details in the Sydenham Assembly Newsletter.

Livesey Memorial Hall, Bell Green Thursday 12 September, 7pm
A tri-ward (Bellingham, Perry Vale and Sydenham Ward) 
meeting has been arranged in order that local residents 
can be consulted about emerging ideas as to how the local 
environment could be improved (in the short, medium and 
longer term) for local residents. 
(See centre pages for more information.)

S Y D E N H A M
FUN PALACES
WEEKEND 5th & 6th OCT

Bell Green
Local Masterplan

LOCAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS    Bellingham Ward  7pm Thursday 10 October (venue to be confirmed)
Forest Hill Ward   1.30pm Saturday 5 October (venue to be confirmed)   Perry Vale Ward  time, date and venue to be 
confirmed  Sydenham Ward  12 noon Saturday 5 October at the Sydenham Centre
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Photos by Jan Nordén of the sell-out Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland at Mayow Park. Over 1,500 people
enjoyed Alice in the park -- and by some miracle the skies stayed rain-free for every performance!

Spontaneous Productions’ thrilling autumn season 2019 kicks off in September with

A new, magical version of Carlo Collodi’s classic adapted by Jonathan kaufman 
with original songs and adapted music by Yumi Mashiki and Paul Tornbohm.

This is Spontaneous Productions’ 10th original show for families since spring 2017 and our most magical yet.
Tickets £10 adults, £6 children aged 3+ (under 3s free but must sit on laps). Suitable for families with children aged 3–10. 

Show lasts approx 1 hour.     For more information visit  spontaneousproductions.co.uk/pinocchio

“We love these shows. The scripts are fantastic and the songs are amazing!  
So lucky to have this on our doorstep!” (audience comments)

20 performances at weekends – from Saturday 14 September to Sunday 21 October* (*no perfs 5/6 Oct),  
shows at 2pm and 4pm Saturday and Sunday. Upstairs at the Sydenham Centre. 

Join the mischievous wooden puppet – and his ever-growing nose – on his adventure to become a real boy! 
Featuring Spontaneous regulars Hjalmar Nordén as Geppetto, Jimand Allotey as the Blue Fairy and newcomer Valeria 

Iacampo as Pinocchio, the show includes amazing shadow puppetry, dance and Italian operatic style arias!


