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NEW PLANS FOR COBBS CORNER
Applications for 35 residential units plus commercial space have now gone 'live'

The Sydenham Society welcomes these proposals. Not only will they
provide much needed new homes but they will also dramatically improve
the condition of the locally listed Cobbs building, which – with its landmark
dome – has long been regarded as the ‘Gateway to Sydenham’.
A space for a new retail/restaurant or café/office unit has also been
created at street level thus providing a major improvement to Spring Hill.

The majority of the proposed scheme is a conversion of an existing
building (Regent House) to residential use. The proposal includes 28 flats
that are designed within the existing building fabric and a further seven
flats that are proposed as a new-build roof extension. From the total of
35 flats, the architects have managed to design 16 with private amenity
areas. All seven newbuild roof extension third-floor flats also have their
own private outdoor space. In addition, a further eight at first floor level
also benefit from a private amenity area.
At first floor level an ‘open-to-sky’ internal courtyard is proposed.
As well as being a landscaped area for residents, the courtyard allows for
dual aspect flats and increased ventilation and circulation to three additional

stair cores. The courtyard will be reached from street level by the main
residential entrance on Spring Hill as well as a secondary entrance from
Kirkdale. At third floor level, located between the east and west mansard
extensions, a communal roof terrace is proposed.

The developer, Landhold Developments, says:
“We believe the proposals preserve and enhance the
importance and use of the building as a whole and in turn
positively contribute to Sydenham and the local community.
We hope our public consultation has kept the local community
informed prior to the submission and that this process has
helped to produce a proposal they can support.”
The full planning applications can be viewed on Lewisham Council’s
planning website under the following reference numbers:
DC/19/113878 and DC/19/114157; alternatively you can enter
‘Kirkdale’ into the search box to find the two applications.
					
Annabel McLaren
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IMPROVE YOUR LOCAL AREA
through the Neighbourhood Community Infrastructure Levy (NCIL) funding
NCIL is a funding programme to help communities support the development of their local area.

YOU HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO SUBMIT YOUR FUNDING IDEAS
What improvements would you like to see in your local area?

The Council can spend NCIL funding on new or improved infrastructure, or anything else
that addresses the demands that new developments place on an area such as:
• Community facilities • Parks and open spaces • Transport improvements
Submit your ideas and priorities for how you think NCIL funding
should be spent at your local assembly or find out more at
www.lewisham.gov.uk/ncil – deadline 30 November 2019
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ARTICLES PLEASE!

Penge and Cator Ward
Katherine Bance Kevin Brooks Peter Fookes

If there is something you would like the society to tell everybody, or a local issue you
feel strongly about, please send your article, maximum 300 words, to the editor.
Sydenham Society News is read by many local residents, old and new,
so please spell out all acronyms and explain anything that a newcomer
might not understand.
All articles are subject to editing by the Editorial Team.
Email your article to the Editorial Team at:
news@sydenhamsociety.com or send hard copy to
97 Longton Grove SE26 6QQ

Southwark Councillors
Town Hall Peckham Road SE5 8UB
020 7525 5000
Dulwich Wood Ward
Catherine Rose Andy Simmons

O T H E R C O N TA C T S
Sydenham Neighbourhood team
email sydenham.snt@met.police.uk phone 020 8649 3598
In an emergency dial 999
For non-urgent police matters: www.met.police.uk/report or dial 101
For environmental noise nuisance call: Lewisham Council 020 8314 6000
Bromley Council 020 8464 3333 Southwark Council 020 7525 5000

Disclaimer The views expressed in articles are those of named contributors and
should not be regarded as statements of policy of the Sydenham Society.

E-NEWSLETTER
Keep informed about news and events in SE26 – sign up for the Sydenham Society
eNewsletter by visiting
www.sydenhamsociety.com
Send us your email address and you’ll be sent our regular eNewsletter packed
with local news and information about what’s going on in Sydenham and the
surrounding area.

SOCI ETY
SYDENHAM
NEWS

Winter 2019

S FOR
NEW PLAN
NER
COBBS COR

have finally arrived,
building at Kirkdale
units
of the former Cobbs order to create 35 residential
for the redevelopment
building in
the wedge-shaped
planning applications
Hill.
by the main
The long-awaited to refurbish and partly demolish commercial space in Spring
from street level
will be reached
entrance from
with proposals
together with new
as a secondary
cores. The courtyard

well
stair
on Spring Hill as
east and west mansard
Not only will they
residential entrance level, located between the
these proposals.
improve
At third floor
Society welcomes but they will also dramatically
is proposed.
The Sydenham
landmark Kirkdale. a communal roof terrace
says:
new homes
which – with its
extensions,
provide much needed
Cobbs building,
Landhold Developments,
the locally listed the ‘Gateway to Sydenham’.
the
The developer,
the condition of
as
and enhance
been regarded
has also been
in turn
proposals preserve
dome – has long
Hill.
or café/office unit
“We believe the of the building as a whole and
retail/restaurant a major improvement to Spring
use
community.
A space for a new
and the local
importance and
level thus providing
to Sydenham
community
of an existing
created at street
is a conversion
has kept the local
positively contribute
28 flats
the proposed scheme use. The proposal includes
public consultation and that this process has
The majority of
We hope our
House) to residentialbuilding fabric and a further sevenof
to the submission they can support.”
building (Regent
informed prior
a proposal
within the existing roof extension. From the total
helped to produce
that are designed
Council’s
as a new-build
with private amenity
be viewed on Lewisham
flats that are proposed have managed to design 16 flats also have their
applications can
numbers:
The full planning under the following reference you can enter
35 flats, the architects roof extension third-floor at first floor level
newbuild
a further eight
planning website DC/19/114157; alternatively
areas. All seven
space. In addition,
and
DC/19/113878 search box to find the two applications. McLaren
area.
own private outdoor
the
Annabel
a private amenity
is proposed.
‘Kirkdale’ into
also benefit from
for
internal courtyard
an ‘open-to-sky’ residents, the courtyard allows
for
At first floor level
three additional
a landscaped area
and circulation to
As well as being
and increased ventilation
dual aspect flats

SSUE
Ignition Brewery
IN THIS I
Christmas at
Gallery
comes to Sydenham
The Snow Queen
at Dulwich Picture
Club
British Surrealism
the TNG Youth
Eco Society
Checking out
Sydenham School's
troughs
Missing cattle

rhood voice
Your neighbou ociety.com

To help environmental sustainability
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T h e d e a d l i n e for articles for the next newsletter will be Friday 7 February 2 0 2 0
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Our Lady
& St Philip
Neri School
Following recommendations from planning officers on 3 October, Planning Committee A of
Lewisham Council voted unanimously to refuse permission for the planning application lodged
by Indigo Planning Ltd and to take enforcement action. This ‘Section 73’ application sought
to regularise a number of the variations from the October 2016 planning permission.

The committee presented the diocese with two alternative courses of action.
The first, Option A, requires a complete rebuild of the school (in accordance with the 2016
planning consent) to be completed within 21 months of the date of issue of the enforcement
notice. The second, Option B, requires the diocese to re-clad and instal new aluminium windows
of a type that respects the 2016 permission. This option must be completed within nine months
of the enforcement notice dated 3 December 2019 by which time the diocese must decide which
course of action to take. Alternatively they can decide to appeal against the enforcement notice.
The Sydenham Society welcomes the action taken by Lewisham Council. The primary school
occupies a key site on Sydenham Road and will be there for decades to come. At the planning
committee on 3 October the diocese’s representatives argued that when the build started they
found that the agreed plans were not ‘buildable’. We remain at a loss to know why, if this was the
case, a new planning application was not submitted, avoiding years of a stalled development and
lack of facilities for the children. It is noted that improvements to the lighting in Home Park have
begun, part of planned improvements to the park which should have been completed prior to the
start of the 2019 autumn term.

Bell Green Community Masterplan
Approximately 90 residents attended a meeting in the Livesey Hall on September 12 at which
Discourse Architecture presented their ideas for a community masterplan for Bell Green and
the surrounding area. Chaired by Cllr Sue Hordijenko from Bellingham ward, architects Simon
McCormack and Bruno Tonelli outlined a strategy for the future, looking ahead to the year 2050
when large retail outlets may have been radically scaled back, car-free residential developments will
be commonplace, and there should be a more integrated approach to public transport.
If you couldn’t get to the meeting you can view the presentation at sydenhamsociety.org and
complete the online survey. We intend to publish the results of the survey in the New Year and
organise an exhibition to take place in local libraries. In the meantime we are deeply disappointed
to observe the ongoing demolition of the Bell Green gas holders. We will work to ensure that the
industrial history of the area is honoured in any future residential development on the site.

Green Improvement Group launched!
The Sydenham Society has set up a committee dedicated to improving the everyday environment
in the area. From providing planters in neglected spaces to helping with improvements of smaller
green areas – plus identifying roads which would benefit from new street trees – there’s plenty
to be done to help brighten up Sydenham. Members will also help with the Sydenham Station
improvement project – which includes providing planters for Station Approach and the two
platforms, together with installing noticeboards and posters.

Sydenham Road
Christmas Tree
on 30 November
Join us in Queensthorpe
Square after
The Snow Queen panto
4.45pm OLSPN Band
will be playing
on Queensthorpe Square.
5.00pm
Count-down & switch-on lights
5.00 – 5.15pm (approx.),
OLSPN band continue playing.

Photo Steve Grindlay

If you would like to get involved, please email chair@sydenhamsociety.com
Now, Sydenham Library is looking forward to a new future with V22, who also
run Forest Hill Library, Manor House Library, Louise House and other buildings in
London incorporating studio spaces for artists and affordable workspace.
The library was closed for two weeks to allow work to begin on reconfiguring
the office space, while preserving the main library area.

Turning a new page at Sydenham Community Library

Thus far many of the problems with the roof and gutters have been
fixed as well as loose plaster and paint removed from interior walls and ceilings.
Although it does not look pretty, this has allowed the building to breathe again
and some of the damp issues to be dealt with. Future redecoration will be
undertaken sensitively with heritage materials that befit the age of the building.

Many readers of Sydenham Society News will have used our library,
taking children (or grandchildren) to rhyme time sessions or the
Code Club, borrowing books, taking part in the book group or crafts
groups, using computers or taking part in events such as quizzes
and the Christmas fair. The library acts as a centre for promoting
reading, and as a sitting room and occasional playroom for local
people. Lewisham Libraries frequently add new books to the
library's stock, which also includes selected donated books.

V22 said: ‘We are very proud to be the new custodians
of this lovely old building and of this community library.
We look forward to continuing Eco Communities’ work
and building upon our partnership with Lewisham Library Services to keep
libraries open in these difficult times.
We strongly believe that as public libraries close across London and the
UK, the not-for-profit, charitable and private sectors
need to step in to support the continued operation of these spaces as
libraries and protect these valuable community resources.
We are very grateful to our team of excellent volunteers, our staff, and
Simon Higgs who manages the libraries so successfully’.

Since 2011, the library has been staffed largely by volunteers, several
of them former librarians or teachers. The building was leased and run since 2011
by Eco Communities (formerly Eco Computers), who stepped in when funding
cuts meant the Council needed a new partner to run the building. We appreciate
the efforts they have made in the past, and have been really glad of their support,
and the improvements which they made to the building when they took over.
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N e w F u n d i n g f o r Crystal Palace Subway?

Image by JJAlle from Pixabay

The Crystal Palace Subway is one of the few remaining
structures from the famous Crystal Palace which
burnt down in 1936. Grade II* listed and in great disrepair,
it has been on Historic England’s ‘At Risk’ register
for many years.
However, there has been good news for the subway.
It has been recommended to receive a grant of £2.34m
towards its restoration. Whilst the confirmation of the grant
relies on the support of all 33 London boroughs, including the
City of London, and will not be confirmed until mid-November;
the grant panel’s recommendation is testament to the

increasing recognition of the international importance of
Crystal Palace’s heritage.
The progress made to ensure the subway’s future is also a
testament to what can be achieved when organisations big and
small work together. Since 2014 the Friends group, Bromley
Council and Historic England have worked in partnership to
enable each other to get the best outcome for this building,
for the benefit of local people and the nation as a whole.
Securing this grant will be a great exemplar of what can be
achieved when people come together.
(Ed: as reported on Bromley Council’s website)

Crystal Palace Park Regeneration
THE CURRENT SITUATION

TIMESCALE AND YOUR INPUT

When the park Regeneration Plan was approved in 2017
the timetable was for the Outline Planning Application
to be prepared and submitted in 2018.
However, in 2018 the programme stalled for two reasons:

The submission of the Outline Planning Application is planned for January
2020 with the decision likely to take about six months. During this period
a grant application will be made to the Heritage Fund and marketing
particulars for the housing sites will be prepared.
While the planning application is being assessed the public will be invited
to comment. Generally people comment when they are against a
development. But it is just as important to comment on an application
if people support a development. Comments can also be made to the
Greater London Authority and/or the Mayor of London. After such a long
period of stagnation it is hoped that local residents will be supportive of
the scheme, emphasising the need for the park’s overdue regeneration.

1. The housing sites that were largely to fund the regeneration
were revalued and were found to be significantly lower than in
2017 generating a funding gap.
2. The Greater London Authority was not happy with a zero
affordable housing approach as originally planned, maximising for
the benefit of the park and its 1.4 million annual visitors.
If 50% of any newbuild was made affordable this would reduce the
value of the housing land from £20.3m in 2017 to £6.2m making
the Regeneration Plan unviable and so the Outline Planning
Application stalled while further options were considered.

If the Outline Planning Application is approved the Regeneration Plan
will be delivered in three stages over five years.
Meanwhile it is business as usual.

ISSUES CURRENTLY BEING ADDRESSED IN THE PARK
• Conservation specialists have been contacted to make repairs
to a damaged plinth within the park.

In late spring 2019 it was decided that the Regeneration Plan needed
to be delivered in its entirety because the physical improvements to the
park will also remove ‘conservation deficits’ in the Grade 2* park and
create revenue generating opportunities, and a sustainable place for
future generations. So the decision was taken to not adhere to the GLA’s
affordable homes policy on this occasion, on the basis that the community
benefit for regenerating the park for everyone outweighs the benefit of
building 105 affordable homes.

• The bridge by the ‘geological strata’ had been closed for health
and safety reasons. Quotes for repairs are currently being sought.
• The waterfall has been out of action for the past two summers
due to lake levels being below the pump-feed level during periods
of very hot weather. This provided an opportunity to clear the selfsown vegetation and debris from the waterfall.
The pump will be switched back on when water levels rise.

Therefore the Outline Planning Application for the Regeneration Plan as
agreed in 2017, and publicly consulted upon in 2016/17, is now being
prepared. Due to the revised valuations a funding gap remains, however
this is anticipated to be filled by Bromley Council making a larger grant
application than originally envisaged to the Heritage Fund.

• Additional litter bins have been placed in the park at weekends and
during school holidays to help reduce litter as park numbers increase.
• A new water fountain is being replaced. The damaged fountain was a
Victorian replica and was too problematic to repair.
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Christmas

LIGHTS

We are happy to announce that the first purchase
of Sydenham Community Project has been made.
An additional eight column lights will be on display
in a month’s time on Sydenham Road and we are
looking forward to seeing them.
This feels like a great accomplishment after
10 months of work! We hope you like them.
Thank you to all those who have already supported
this effort, and special thanks to the Sydenham
Society, The Poodle Club, Kirkdale Bookshop,
Property World and Woodfall Opticians.
We will continue to raise funds through our
GoFundMe page (gofundme.com and search for
Sydenham Christmas lights) so we can continue our
transformation of Sydenham High Street.

Keep an eye out for further fundraising events
throughout next year. If you have an idea
or can host an event please get in touch at
sydenhamcommunityproject@gmail.com
Please join us on Thursday 19 December for a
Community Christmas Cinema Party at
The Poodle Club
£10 tickets can be purchased at www.poodleclub.co.uk
Our night of fun will include a screening of the classic
film It’s a Wonderful Life, mince pies and festive
treats, raffle and a disco afterwards.
All proceeds from ticket sales and raffle will go
towards more Christmas lights.
(Ed: special thanks also to Alex whose great idea this was and,
having had the idea, set out single-handedly to raise the funds)

Christmas at Ignition Brewery and Taproom
Ignition loves Christmas and this year we have a great programme of events
for local Sydenham residents.

On Saturday 30 November, our window seats offer
the best view of Sydenham’s Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony.
Watch from the comfort of the taproom with a hot cider or cold beer.
On Saturday 14 December, we have our inaugural Christmas Disco – your chance to come
and dance the night away with our DJ and banging Christmas tunes.
All within walking distance of home, between 6pm and 11pm.
The following day, Sunday 15 December, from 6–9pm, we have CAROL-OKE
– a vibrant and untested sing-a-long where you can join our pop-up choir and sing your
favourite carols with your neighbours and friends.
And to continue the festivities, join the LGBT Catholic Society Christmas Party with an
80s disco theme on Friday 20 December which promises to be a lot of fun!
Ignition also has a range of Christmas gift ideas ranging from crates of fresh SE26 beer, bobble
hats, T-shirts and mugs. We also have our very popular gift boxes with red ribbons which are
the ideal gift for someone you love, or someone you just need a last minute present for.
All available from our taproom.
Finally, we are opening a pop-up bar in Catford Broadway Theatre – down in the Vaults.
We are really excited but rest assured, Sydenham remains our HQ and it will be very much
business as usual at our Brewery.

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! Love Team Ignition xx

Help bring the Bakerloo Line to Lewisham and beyond – complete the TfL online survey
The TfL consultation is now open and is asking for your views on
extending the Bakerloo Line to Lewisham, with proposals for a further
extension to Hayes via Catford.
The consultation runs until 22 December. To help get this built, you can give
your views on the most detailed proposals to date, including:
The alignment of the tunnel under the Old Kent Road to
New Cross Gate and Lewisham
A possible further extension to Hayes, providing up to 24 trains per hour
to Ladywell, Catford and Lower Sydenham stations (Question 9)
Why you should support the Bakerloo Line extension all the way to Hayes
The Bakerloo Line extension will bring better transport connectivity to

Lewisham, with more frequent trains running every 2–3 minutes into
the heart of London.
It would improve local air quality, provide up to four times more trains
beyond Lewisham on the Hayes line, and deliver thousands more new
homes and jobs, including affordable housing.
By extending down to Hayes we can support thousands more social homes
and jobs in places like Catford, Bellingham and Sydenham.

Even if you have signed our Back the Bakerloo campaign,
we still need you to tell TfL that you support the scheme
'all the way to Hayes.’
Visit: https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/tube/bakerloo-extension
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Jews Walk lease for

You’ll die of old age, we’ll die of

Eleanor Marx property

CLIMATE CHANGE

donated to Marx Memorial Library

We are Eco Society, a group of students from Sydenham School,
who are passionate about taking action against climate change for the sake
of our future. Our planet is currently in the sixth mass extinction
and if we don’t change our habits now, we will continue to see more
extreme weather, rising sea levels, wildlife loss, poverty and famine.
To be blunt: it is our generation that is suffering from the lifestyles
and habits of older generations. We need change now.

Local historian and Sydenham resident Steve Grindlay has
made a generous gift to the Marx Memorial Library (MML)
– the lease on the house in Jews Walk owned by Eleanor
Marx. Steve purchased this historic document, which is in
very good condition, some years ago on eBay.
It is an assignment of leasehold for Moraston Lodge, 7 Jews Walk,
signed by Eleanor Marx, dated 29 November 1895,
complete with wax seal, and relates to the house where
Eleanor Marx, feminist, socialist and pioneering trade unionist,
spent the final three years of her life.
Tussy, as she was known, spoke fondly of the property.
According to biographer Rachel Holmes, she moved in with her
partner, Edward Aveling, within two weeks of the purchase.
She wrote to her sister Laura ‘it is big for us (but I do hate small
rooms)’, and affectionately called the place ‘The Den’.
Eleanor Marx, has grown in prominence in recent years thanks to the
2014 Holmes biography and the launch of the GMB’s Eleanor Marx
award for women members, and is an inspirational figure.
The youngest of the three daughters, she helped organise the
gasworkers’ union and was responsible for translating and
editing many of her father’s works.
The Marx Memorial Library (MML) was founded in1933 at
37a Clerkenwell Green, to commemorate 50 years since
Eleanor’s father, Karl Marx, died. The library has strong historical
ties to Tussy. She was an early member of the Social Democratic
Federation (SDF) and was elected to its executive. The SDF met at
the MML where its printing press – Twentieth Century Press – was
based. Eleanor Marx spoke at the first May Day rally in 1890
which gathered on Clerkenwell Green.
In 2016 we unveiled a poster for a meeting commemorating
the Paris Commune, listing Eleanor as a speaker, along with a
plaque and portrait. Our archives also include a letter written by
Tussy from Jews Walk in 1897. We are delighted that the lease
of this prominent Sydenham resident, with such an important role
in the British labour movement, has found its way to us.
This poster, and other displays, can be viewed by visitors
on twice weekly tours of the library building
at 11am on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Our rich collection of original documents on the history of socialism
– including the lease and the letter – can be viewed by researchers in
our reading room, open Monday-Thursday 12-5pm by appointment.

Here are three ways you can help
1. FOOD Our rainforests are being destroyed for palm oil and
cattle ranching. You can help by growing your own produce, reducing
meat and dairy intake, and buying seasonal, locally-sourced produce to
reduce food mileage. We recommend you try Meatless Mondays and
Veganuary to help you eat less meat. You can also try to shop at markets
that sell produce with less plastic packaging. Not only is this better for the
planet, it’s also much healthier for you. Additionally, try to cut down on
processed foods that contain palm oil, which destroys many vital habitats.
You can do this by eating less snacks and fast foods, instead choosing foods
that are better for you and the planet.
2. TRANSPORTATION Did you know that 25% of carbon emissions
in the UK come from cars? Instead of driving on your own you could car
share, use public transport, walk or cycle whenever possible.
If you use a car often, you could consider buying a more sustainable
electric car, but try to avoid driving as much as possible.
Try not to travel abroad too much, but if you must, don’t fly.
Instead you could go by more sustainable transport like boats or trains.
3. SHOPPING AND LIFESTYLE To combat unnecessary waste
when shopping, you could consider buying second-hand. Why not also give
away old clothes to charity shops rather than throwing them away?
Try not to buy things you don’t need because they could end up in landfill.
Be conscious of packaging on anything you buy, especially food, and
try to use reusable, rather than single-use, products.
Finally, you can have a big impact on the planet by doing little things. Raise
your voice by emailing your MP, protesting and talking to your friends and
family about this important issue. In the words of Sir David Attenborough,
“What we do now, and in the next few years,
will profoundly affect the next few thousand.”

We need to take action now for the sake of our own futures,
and the future of every living thing on the planet.
Sydenham School Eco-Society October 2019
(Ed: We are aware that our young people (and some of us older ones, too) feel passionately
that the way most of us live nowadays is not sustainable, and that serious consideration about
our future needs to be taken now. So we have engaged, locally, with the next generation and
asked them for their thoughts about what we, the older generation, can do to assist the future
they will inherit from us. Sydenham School has accepted the challenge and is sharing with us
their concerns, about the future of this planet. We hope this is the beginning of a dialogue
that our local, and wider, community can listen to and engage with)
Image by DarkWorkX from Pixabay

The trustees of the MML received the gift from Sue and Steve
Grindlay in July, and we are delighted to have such an important
document added to our collections.
Meirian Jump, Archivist & Library Manager
www.marx-memorial-library.org.uk
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Two local cattle troughs stolen

In September, within a couple of days, two neighbouring
Metropolitan Cattle Troughs were stolen from South East
London. The first, from Bell Green, Sydenham, and the
second, and listed example (1391633), was stolen from
Green Lane, Penge. It has also been reported that one
has also been stolen recently from Chislehurst.

It would at least toughen up sentences if these were
listed structures.
Also, is it possible to improve the marking of such objects?
Might it be possible to glue identity chips into the plumbing holes?
Finally, could it be possible to announce an 'amnesty' for anyone
who has possession of an example, and is willing to hand it over,
no-questions-asked?

In both Sydenham and Penge, the entire troughs were lifted off
their legs, without emptying out the soil, so the weight would have
been considerable. Both thefts happened in the night, and were
reported promptly, but it was very difficult to register the crime as
the police refused to take the report due to the ownership of the
troughs being unknown!
The thefts have been publicised through the trade, but with no
response so far. In both cases, the thieves left behind the dog
trough, and in Penge, the legs; the Sydenham legs may have been
stolen later, as there is some discrepancy in photographs.

Apparently, many people legitimately acquired such troughs when
councils were removing them during roadworks, but perhaps
some have been acquired by people who don't particularly care
for them, in a property transaction? Some people might have
'adopted' them to avoid their destruction, but might be willing
to return them to the public sphere at some time in the future?
Hilariously, one Lewisham example has been 'nicked' by the police
(OK, rehomed) who have installed it within the secure perimeter
of the MPS Catford Traffic Garage.

There has clearly been a spate of thefts, which may continue
elsewhere. Is it possible for Historic England to assist?

If we can find a way of marking and protecting them, it would be
good to have them back on the streets where they belong.

Is it possible to put a blanket listing on surviving examples?

					

Julia Webb

Report on Ellie’s trip to Peru
Machu Picchu

Ellie's wall

A young
Peruvian boy

Our Summer 2019 News reported that
local resident Ellie Russell was about to
take eight GSCEs before embarking on a
trip to Peru with Camps International
to help with wildlife and environmental
projects. “A life-changing experience”
is how she describes the trip and, having
successfully passed all her GCSEs, she is
now studying to take three ‘A’ levels.
Her trip to Peru was essentially divided
into four parts – three camps and a four
day trek from Cusco to Machu Picchu,
a distance of 46.4 miles. There were 15
students involved, five from Harris Girls’
Academy in Lennard Road, and ten from
a school in Coventry, together with a
teacher from each school.
At the first camp the volunteers were
tasked with digging the foundations for a
Community Centre before, armed with a
map and instructions not to spread litter,
they moved on to a school, where
painting a large wall was the task in hand.
The final camp was another school where
the work involved flattening a grassy area,
taking out bricks and levelling for a planned
garden, whilst at the same time the
7

students were also able to display their
skills as teachers.
Ellie described the first day of the Machu
Picchu trek as “one of the most difficult
of my life.” It involved a very early start
and a lot of climbing, and although the
subsequent days were slightly less arduous,
it was still hard work, but the eventual
outcome was worth all of the effort.
Accommodation over the month was a
mixture of camping and the relative luxury
of bunk beds in the rural communities in
which they stayed. “The tradition and
culture is so ingrained with the locals
that they do not see the need for
change,” explained Ellie.

“Everyone has a cow and a chicken
and the mayor is the only person
with a television set, which the locals
gathered around to see a football
match between Peru and Brazil.”
Ellie believes that the Extinction Rebellion
movement is “great and essential”, wise
words from someone who spent a large
part of her summer working to improve
the environment for others to enjoy.
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One centre, unlimi
The New Generation

TNG Youth Club in Wells Park Road
TNG was built in 2012, funded as part
of the national ‘Myplace’ scheme
and in partnership with Millwall FC,
the Football Foundation, the
Rio Ferdinand Foundation and the
young people living around the
Sydenham Wells Park area, who were
consulted throughout the process, and who
had a massive impact on securing the funding
for the site through various meetings with
the decision makers, and even by travelling
overseas to learn from successful youth
centres across Europe.
The centre is a £3.5m award-winning
design, and was built using a mix of
conventional materials (concrete, plastic
cladding and wood) to create an ultra-modern
1,200m2 space signalling to young people that
they are cared about and can aspire
to great things.
The site is the largest of Youth First's
centres and acts as a hub for the local
community, working closely with local schools
such as Eliot Bank and Kelvin Grove,
as well as being the centre for a variety of
borough-wide youth work.
TNG's most obvious evidence of success is the
variety of users of all ages who come through
the door throughout the day.
With its massive hall, café, climbing
wall and music studio, it often hosts
up-and-coming talent.
It’s only a matter of time before it
launches a star!
This is best summed up by the slogan made

into a neon sign above the entrance:
‘One centre, unlimited opportunities’.
Although closed on Thursdays, it is open
Monday to Friday with a timetable of free
activities for young people which include:
table tennis, football training with
Millwall Football Club, gym and
fitness with circuits, weights and
cardio workouts, wall climbing,
cooking, arts and crafts, table top
football, computer games, drama,
creative music making and recording.
And, with Sydenham Wells Park on
the doorstep, there are opportunities for
outdoor sports too!
Between 200 and 300 young people
use the centre weekly.
The numbers vary for different days/sessions.
Run by Lewisham Council’s ‘Youth First’
Team, they have found that young people are
very keen to access the facilities, even more so
during school holidays, when the number of
young people increases to almost double.
Every school holiday TNG
engages with roughly 500-600
young people weekly.
The age group that the service is available to
is 8-19 year-olds, and up to 25 years for
those with additional needs.
TNG also has a good working relationship
with Forest Hill Boys and Kelvin Grove
Primary Schools. For Forest Hill Boys they
deliver sports activities during their lunchtime
for Years 7-9. For Kelvin Grove Primary school
they offer a ‘walking bus’ service where
20-30 young people are collected every Friday
after school, and walked to TNG to engage
in positive activities and workshops, thereby
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the new
generation

ited opportunities
introducing them to what’s on offer.
Open all year round, Christmas is the only
holiday when TNG is closed and does not
offer a play scheme.

121 Mentoring
From time to time it is necessary to offer one
to one counselling/mentoring to those who
need additional support and guidance.
TNG is currently working on a new project
‘Growth Mind-set’ with the local young
people. The aim of this project is to introduce
them to a positive way of thinking, developing
positive habits and routines, as well as
learning from their mistakes. Other health and
sexual advice is also available at the centre.

Sydenham Fun Palace at TNG on 5 October
For the second year running, in early October,
TNG was host to one of the Sydenham Fun
Palaces, opening its doors to local residents.
The local Safer Neighbourhood Team
set up a Crime Scene and invited the public
to work out the modus operandi of the
perpetrators. Fun was also had making slime,
learning how to drum, and having a go at
learning how to climb the purpose built ‘Wall’.
A new Gardening Project was also
initiated in memory of James Ross Hunter
who tragically lost his life five years ago
defending a young boy being attacked in
Wells Park Road. This is set to provide a
platform for young people to learn how to
grow and maintain their own fruits, vegetables
and herbs. It will also create a calming space
where both young people and adults can

come together to view the garden and
explore the space. A local artist will be
working with young people on a mural
painting for the garden area and there is
great excitement about this new project.
Towards the end of the afternoon local
singer, Sam Wilkinson, winner of ITV’s
‘The Voice Kids 2019’, came by to
entertain the appreciative audience
gathered in TNG’s large hall.

TNG for the community
The TNG building is not only for young people.
TNG is available during term time whilst
children are at school, and a regular range of
activities takes place for the wider community.
Mother and baby groups are held for
new mothers and their children, concentrating
on fitness and fun, providing opportunities to
meet new friends living locally. These sessions
are run by the Eliot Bank & Kelvin Grove
Children’s Centre.
Further information and the timetable are
available on TNG’s front desk.
On Friday afternoons 1- 3pm
during school term time, TNG shows a
classic film especially for the over 50s.
The session is free of charge and everyone
gets a cup of tea and biscuits before the film
– a social opportunity to use the space for
local older people to get to know each other.
Upcoming films include
The Lady In The Van on 22 November,
Paddington 1 on 29 November,
His Girl Friday on 6 December
and, a special Christmas treat,
It’s a Wonderful Life on 13 December.
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Perry Vale

NEWS

On Parliamentary Reform
by Ellie Reeves

Having worked as an employment rights lawyer for
many years, specialising in maternity discrimination
and family-friendly working, I was very surprised
after my election in 2017 to find many components of
Westminster life that are far from being either modern,
family-friendly or accessible.

Mayor’s Tour of Perry Vale

It was a pleasure to accompany Mayor Damien Egan
on 27 September to showcase some of our ward’s
splendid voluntary organisations. We started at Sydenham
Garden’s allotments in De Frene Road, where during
lunch and an allotment tour, Damien was informed about
the wonderful work going on at this unique well-being
centre. As a lifelong Friend of the Garden, and a former
Chair, I was proud to help show off an organisation and
allotments that I had been instrumental in helping to form
and which continues to provide so much help and support
to people recovering from mental or physical ill-health.
Our second visit was to the Young Lewisham Project,
one of our ward’s well established and locally well-loved
services for young people (Rockbourne Youth Club
being the other). Here we were joined by former ward
councillor, Alan Till and his wife, Iris. Alan continues to be
heavily involved with the committees of both organisations.
Our third and final visit was to Carers Lewisham where
Damien was informed of the wide range of services
provided by the organisation, which cover advice,
information, emotional support, breaks, and opportunities
to meet other carers. Most importantly, they also provide
support to young carers aged between 8 to 18 years old.

Whilst reform has taken place, for example the change in
sitting hours and the installation of an on-site nursery, progress
is often slow and there still remain many barriers. Were it not
for the introduction of the nursery I would not have been able to
stand for Parliament, and even the simple introduction of a proxy
voting trial for those Members on parental leave has taken until
2019 to implement.
If MPs are to be truly representative of those they seek to serve,
then it is so important that people are able to put themselves
forward for Parliament regardless of their background, caring
responsibilities or family life commitments.
A group of Labour MPs from the 2017 intake including myself
have campaigned on this issue within Parliament and together
we produced a pamphlet detailing our ideas on how to reform
Parliament for the better, see here: https://bit.ly/31udUyJ.
My chapter was on reform of voting and timetabling. Voting, to
my mind, is one of Parliament’s most inefficient and inaccessible
processes, especially when votes occur late in the evening at the
end of a working day.
When the division bell rings, 650 MPs head to the narrow division
lobbies where they queue up to give their name to the teller. This
process takes up to 20 minutes, so if there are multiple votes 650
MPs will be left walking around in circles through the voting
lobbies for hours on end. On one such evening my Fitbit alerted
me that I had done 10,000 steps, mainly going round and round
the voting lobbies!
This simply isn’t an efficient use of an MP’s time which could be
more productively spent working on other matters, or in the case
of evenings, spent with their families. I believe the act of attending
the division lobby to be counted is important, but just as tellers
have moved from paper to iPads for counting votes, we similarly
could move to use simple and straightforward technology that
allows for multiple votes to all be registered at once and therefore
save a lot of time.
With regard to timetabling, we only find out the week’s agenda
during the Business Statement on the morning of the preceding
Thursday. If we have late votes on the next Monday evening, that
only gives those with caring or childcare responsibilities one and
a half working days to secure alternative arrangements.
My reforms called for the timetable to be set further in advance,
with allocated windows for voting, or the deferment of votes
when sittings run later than planned so that Members, but also
clerks, house staff and security personnel, would have a better
understanding of their working patterns – all of which are
conducive to a more modern, family-friendly and
accessible workplace.
There is no magic, single change that will instantly remedy
all of Parliament’s outdated practices or bring the institution
into line with other modern, accessible workplaces. But by
taking small progressive steps we can ensure our Parliament
grows to be as open as possible to those who work within it
and those who may wish to follow.

Back
Back the
the Bid
Bid
Lewisham is bidding to be named the next London
Borough of Culture for 2021.
This initiative was launched by Sadiq Khan, the Mayor of
London, to support the arts in London with the winning
borough receiving £1.3m to stage a series of cultural
events and initiatives over the course of a year.
Lewisham residents can pledge their support at www.
iamlewisham.uk and by sharing what you love about
Lewisham arts and events on social media by adding
#IAMLewisham and #MyLocalCulture.
If you want to get more involved in the bid, please contact
cultural.development@lewisham.gov.uk

Next Perry Vale Ward Assembly
Perry Vale ward councillors have had to postpone
our next assembly until Spring 2020
(date and venue to be confirmed)
whilst Lewisham Council consults residents on the NCIL,
the Neighbourhood Community Infrastructure Levy fund
(see p.2).
Your ward councillors will be using the results
of the online consultation with our assembly
to set our ward NCIL priorities.

Whilst these reforms are still just ideas, I believe that
it is only a matter of time for this change to happen,
for if Parliament is to keep pace with our ever-evolving
society it has to change alongside it.

Councillor Susan Wise Perry Vale Ward
Cllr_Susan.Wise@lewisham.gov.uk
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Cobbs Corner Roundabout

My Aerial Home
relaunches at

Bell Green
Due to the very hot summer of 2018
many of the plants in the roundabout at Cobbs Corner died.
This was brought to the attention of Greenscene at Lewisham with a
request that Glendale restock the roundabout in early 2019.
By May it was obvious that this request had been overlooked and a second
request for the restocking in early autumn was made. A local resident in
the meantime kindly took charge of litter-picking the roundabout.
However, by September the state of the roundabout, neglected and
unweeded, was again brought to the attention of Greenscene.
A question about Glendale’s Maintenance Schedule (if there was one)
was also raised.
This persistence has fortunately now resulted in some action, and
advice has been received from Glendale that re-stocking will be done
during November.
To ensure an attractive entrance to our high street, the proposed plants
and quantities will be:
Berberis thunbergii atropurpurea 250 Planted as an edge around whole bed
Callicarpa americana 50 Planted in a central circle
Potentilla fruticosa 110 Planted in ring around the callicarpa
These plants have been chosen as they are suitable for locations that
are affected by salt spray from the road. We have also received advice
that Glendale will also mulch the whole bed on completion to aid water
retention and suppress weed growth.
Greenscene has been asked to provide the ongoing schedule
for general maintenance and litter-picking as local residents
want to ensure the upkeep of this roundabout to the entrance
of our town, and that it does not revert to the sad state
we have witnessed during this past summer.

My Aerial Home (MAH) is an aerial training school
offering facilities and training for anyone and everyone
who wants to learn aerial circus skills for fitness, fun
or for professional development.
Started in 2009, during the economic downturn, Amanda Miles
turned her hobby into a business thinking it would just be a
temporary ‘fill in’. Hiring a local school hall, she borrowed
three trapezes and started two evening classes and a
Saturday morning session.
The school now offers nearly 30 classes a week in a variety
of aerial circus disciplines as well as intensive courses, workshops
with international trainers, and professional development
training courses.
In 2015, the school moved to a new bespoke facility at Bell Green,
opening its doors fulltime to visiting companies, and has been the
creative home of Ockham’s Razor Theatre Company,
as well as housing ‘Mimbre and Circumference’ as they created
new productions.
The school believes that its students should be the best they can
be, and attracts an eclectic mix of participants from around the
world. MAH has created work for Naughty Boy at the MOBOs,
Harrods magazine ‘Shoe Heaven’ and ‘Circus’ shoots and has
been training aerialists for P&O for many years. It has recently
created over 13 aerial works for the new Saga cruise liner,
Spirit of Discovery.

Sydenham's own 5-Star comedy club has been
chosen by the Mayor of London to host the
comedy tent at the 2020 Festival of St George
in Trafalgar Square for the second year in a row.
Tickets are currently available for Poodle Club's
Sydenham shows every Friday & Saturday - with
special shows added for the Chrsitmas season.

Amanda Miles comes from a theatrical family. Her parents
were in the theatre industry and Amanda and her sister trained
in dance and musical theatre at Arts Educational Schools. She was
a part of the London Festival Ballet and The Royal Opera as a
child performer. She became a professional dancer at the age of
16 when she worked with Dougie Squires in one of his legendary
Second Generation dance troupes. She has been a professional
dancer, musical performer and choreographer, a theatrical agent
and a TV producer for all the major channels including ITV1,
Disney (Disney Channel Talent Executive) and the BBC.
Amanda also founded Comedy Rep, a new writing forum for
stand up comedians, which debuted comedy at the Soho Theatre
and helped develop the careers of Catherine Tate, Zoe Lyons
and Lee Mack.

www.poodleclub.co.uk

www.myaerialhomeevents.com/venue-hire
www.myaerialhomeevents.com www.myaerialhome.co.uk

For more information contact
Anabel Dorman at My Aerial Home Events
020 3817 4870
11

contact@myaerialhomeevents.com

Sydenham Society News • Winter 2019

Good news from Sydenham Wells Park
Help finding home care for the elderly
There comes a time in life when we realise
that a loved one is growing older and isn’t
coping so well. One of the key people in our
lives, who looked after us when we were young,
now needs our support in their later years.
We want the best for them of course, but it’s not
that easy is it? Most of us have our own families,
work and other responsibilities which often mean
that we can’t always be there for them. It becomes
clear that we need some help to keep our loved
ones safe, and to maintain their independence for
as long as possible.
However finding home care services can be time
consuming and bewildering as there are a number
of options and choices to consider.
The first thing to check is that the company is
registered with the Care Quality Commission
(CQC), who will regularly inspect care companies
and rate them as Outstanding, Good, Requires
Improvement or Inadequate. Each company’s
rating can be found on the CQC website at
www.cqc.org.uk along with the full report of the
company’s last CQC inspection.
Whilst home carers can carry out various types of
activities to support your loved one, it’s important
that they do not take over activities they can still do
on their own.
The key aim of home care is to promote
independence, not to create dependence.
Care staff can help people to get out of bed in the
morning, carry out their personal care and getting
dressed for the day. The reverse activities are
carried out in the evening before bed. They also
ensure that the person’s prescribed medication is
taken at the correct times and in correct dosages.
They can also prepare meals, snacks, and drinks for
your loved one, encouraging them to eat and drink
and clear up afterwards. Elderly people sometimes
skip meals and do not drink enough during the
day, so making sure they have proper nutrition and
hydration is crucial to their independence.
Care staff can also take people to appointments
at hospitals, GPs, dentist, hairdressers and other
places as necessary, provided the person has the
necessary mobility. Outings can also be arranged to
places of interest and to do the weekly shop.
Elderly people at home can sometimes be quite
lonely and so their care assistants, when they
visit, need to bring companionship, positivity and
friendship into the home. This can be sharing a cup
of tea and having a chat and a laugh which can do
wonders for the spirits of elderly people at home.
At St Christopher’s Personal Care we provide
support in these areas and other services. Our kind
and friendly staff are trained at the Hospice and any
profits we make are returned to the Hospice to
use for its charitable aims.
If you feel you have a loved one who needs
a bit of help then please give us a call on
020 8468 4648 and we can give you more
information, alternatively visit us at
www.stcpersonalcare.org.uk

A grant from Lewisham’s Greening Fund to match-fund
money from a generous local donor means that, early in the
New Year, an Outdoor Gym will be a welcome addition to the
facilities available within Sydenham Wells Park.
In addition, a successful bid to the Mayor of London’s
Drinking Fountain Fund means one will soon be installed by
Thames Water close to the main playground, also early in 2020

WALKERS MAKE
GREAT STRIDES

The St Christopher’s Hospice Healthy Walks
group brings people together every Thursday
to enjoy the outdoors, improving their health
and wellbeing.
The group has made great strides since its
launch a year ago. A celebration of the group’s
first anniversary took place on Thursday 3
October, with St Christopher’s Hospice staff
and volunteers joining the regular walkers on
their exploration of the beautiful open spaces
of Crystal Palace Park.
The group sets off from St Christopher’s Hospice,
51-59 Lawrie Park Road, Sydenham, every Thursday at 1.30pm,
and finishes in St Christopher’s Anniversary Centre between
2.15pm and 2.30pm for tea and cakes.
The weekly walk at St Christopher’s is part of a programme of walks
across Lewisham supported and promoted by Lewisham Healthy
Walks. Since its launch, the event has attracted dozens of walkers
ranging from hospice volunteers, staff and patients’ families, to local
residents and even a few keen hikers. There is a choice of routes
around the park, and benches close by for those who need to rest
along the way. Walks take place in all weathers, the only exception
this year being the day of the record-breaking heatwave!
Regular walker Jean, a Sydenham resident, says, “You meet a real
variety of people, who’ve done a lot of very interesting jobs in
their lives,” she said. “It’s also a good way to get information
about courses and activities that you can take part in at St
Christopher’s.”
Local residents are invited to join any future walk. There is no need
to book. For more information about the weekly walk visit
www.stchristophers.org.uk/healthywalks
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Good news for Baxter Field
Baxter Field is a hidden gem situated between Sydenham
and Forest Hill and well-loved by those that use it.
The current ‘Friends of Baxter Field’ group was set up
in 2016 by a few local residents wanting to improve and
nurture this local green space. Our aim is to make it a
place where the local community can come and connect
with nature, or simply enjoy the space.
Over the past three years, we’ve succeeded in
winning funding from schemes such as Tesco Bags of
Help, and the Forest Hill Assembly. This has helped
kick off our improvement plan for the park, allowing us
to run various events. An example is Big Digs where we
planted spring bulbs which now give colour to the park
in springtime, and we also planted 400 saplings around
the field, creating a hedgerow to replace iron railings near
one of the park entrances, and softening the surroundings
of the playground.
We’ve had plenty of support from Glendale and
Lewisham Council, and recently received the amazing
news that we’ve been awarded £30,000 Section 106
funding to improve the play area in the park, which
is in dire need of renovation. We’ve already kicked
off a consultation with local schools and will be getting
feedback from local residents in November, so that we
can design something which will suit the needs of as many
park users as we can.
More good news is that we’ve been awarded additional
funds for further park improvements from Lewisham’s
Greening Fund, so we are looking forward to getting
new benches around the park.
In the meantime, we’re enjoying a new picnic bench
in the play area, and a brand new noticeboard, both
of which have been hand-crafted by Men in Sheds
in Penge, a local charity supported by Age UK. The
noticeboard will allow us to keep everyone updated on
plans and local events.
If you’re interested in our upcoming events, activities and
progress on the playground, join our Facebook group,
Friends of Baxter Field, email friendsofbaxterfield@
gmail.com or follow us on Twitter @BaxterFieldSE26,
or come down and enjoy our little patch of green!

Mayow Park also in luck!
The Friends of Mayow Park also put in an application
to the Greening Fund to acquire some more picnic
benches in the park. We are awaiting final confirmation
that all the furniture we applied for can be provided, but
all being well, Mayow will have two Victorian-style
picnic benches installed outside of the main picnic area,
on the other side of the park, so that dog walkers can
also use them.
The current picnic area will also have a spruce-up with
additional round picnic tables and signage. In readiness,
volunteers had a workday in November with Glendale
to tidy up the current picnic area which was looking
rather unloved and overgrown. Hopefully when the
warmer weather comes round again it will be a more
inviting place to sit, eat and socialise.
Park Friends groups are local volunteers providing a
forum for discussing views about a park, and supporting
and promoting effective, beneficial use of the park for
the wider community. Often, like us, they are part of
the wider green spaces Friends networks in Lewisham,
London and the country. If you live near a park do think
about joining your local Friends group (Friends of Mayow
Park are keen for additional volunteers) and help keep
our green spaces wonderful places.
Pippa Moss, Friends of Mayow Park committee

spontaneousproductions.co.uk/the-snow-queen
SP ON TA N E OUS PRODUC T IONS
in association with KIRKDALE BOOKSHOP and SEE3 presents

The inspiration for Disney's Frozen

SN W QUEEN
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Ha ns Ch ris
An de rse n’s
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@SponProdsTC
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Adapted by LUCY KAUFMAN and JONATHAN KAUFMAN
Original songs and music by PAUL TORNBOHM Costumes by JACKIE POULETT

Suitable for families
with children of all ages.
Show lasts approx 30mins

Saturday 30 Nov
Saturday 7 Dec
Sunday 8 Dec 2019

THREE SHOW DAYS ONLY!

Pay what
you can
panto!
Min

PERFORMANCES AT 2PM, 3PM, 4PM

imum sugges
donation ted
£3 adu
£2 childrlts
en
(aged 3+)

UPSTAIRS AT THE SYDENHAM CENTRE 44a Sydenham Rd SE26 5QX

Please note the show is not pre-bookable. We can seat up to 120 people per performance. Please arrive early to ensure entry

When an evil Hobgoblin’s magical mirror shatters into millions
of pieces, one young boy’s life is transformed forever.
Perfucare Pharmacy Ltd

Taken by the Snow Queen to her icy palace,
Kay
seems destined
to stay her prisonerSupporters
for all time
Sponsors
Main sponsor
– unless his best friend, the brave and fearless Gerda,
can rescue him from the Snow Queen’s clutches.
We aim to give the best possible service

Join Gerda on her magical quest to find Kay –
including adventures along the way with argumentative
crows, two hapless robbers and a dancing snowman!

T H R E E S H O W DAY S O N LY !
Performances at 2pm, 3pm, 4pm. Show lasts approx 30 mins
F Saturday 30 November F Saturday 7 December F Sunday 8 December

Upstairs at the Sydenham Centre, 44a Sydenham Rd, SE26 5QX
PLEASE NOTE THE SHOW IS NOT PRE-BOOKABLE. WE CAN SEAT UP TO 120 PEOPLE
PER PERFORMANCE. PLEASE ARRIVE EARLY TO ENSURE ENTRY.

Lewisham Council’s ‘Greening Fund’
Set up by the Mayor of Lewisham as part of the ‘Corporate Strategy 20182022’ the Greening Fund has the task of making Lewisham greener, at the same
time recognising the valuable work done by local community groups in protecting
and enhancing the borough’s green parks and spaces. It also aims to help to provide
further environmental improvements thereby increasing the health and well-being
of Lewisham’s residents.
The fund was originally funded by ‘Section 106’ money, which is a financial
contribution negotiated from developers to make civic improvements that are needed
as a result of their developments. This has now been superseded by
NCIL funding (see p.2).
Friends of the parks in Sydenham and Forest Hill have not been slow to take
advantage of this funding and, as described on this page, local residents can look
forward to seeing new features being installed in our local parks during 2020.
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DULWICH

NEWS FROM

Picture Gallery

British
Surrealism
26 February to
Edward Burra. - Dancing Skeletons

17 May 2020

In February 2020, Dulwich Picture Gallery will present British
Surrealism, an ambitious and wide-spanning survey of the origins
of surrealist art in Britain, and the first to trace its roots back to 1620
through supporting archive material. Marking the official centenary
of surrealism, when founder André Breton began his experiments
in surrealist writing in 1920, it will provide a fresh take on this
revolutionary movement, through over 70 eclectic works.
It will explore the contribution and responses that British artists
made to the movement, whether involved directly as
surrealists, or influenced by it.
Bringing together over 40 artists, including Leonora Carrington,
Edward Burra, Francis Bacon, Lucian Freud, Ithell Colquhoun,
John Armstrong, Paul Nash and Reuben Mednikoff,
the exhibition showcases paintings, sculpture, photography, etchings
and prints made between the years 1783 and 1952.
Works from less familiar yet innovative figures will also feature, including
Marion Adnams, John Banting, Sam Haile, Conroy Maddox
and Grace Pailthorpe – all of whom were united by a motivation
to blur the boundaries between reality and dreams.
The exhibition will include works and books by some so-called
‘ancestors of surrealism’ including William Blake, Samuel Taylor
Coleridge, Henry Fuseli, Lewis Carroll and Edward Lear.
Literary highlights include rare manuscripts such as a
notebook containing Coleridge’s 1806 draft of his poem,
The Rime of the Ancient Mariner and a playscript for
Horace Walpole’s The Castle of Otranto (1859).
The exhibition will be arranged to reflect the modes and methods
of surrealism, with themes of war, dreams, the unconscious, the
uncanny, radical politics, sex and desire. The common creative urge
between all artists will be highlighted throughout, revealing the
power of the subconscious, and the liberation of the imagination.
Highlights will include Armstrong’s Heaviness of Sleep (1938) –
depicting a landscape that is both arid and fertile, as well as Burra’s
nightmarish Dancing Skeletons (1934). Works that focus on chance
and unexpected juxtapositions will be displayed, including Marion
Adnams’ uncanny post-war landscape Aftermath (1946).
Also on display will be Nash’s bitter, pre-surrealist landscape,
We Are Making a New World (1918), Edith Rimmington’s collage
Family Tree (1938), Colquhoun’s The Pine Family (1940)
and Pailthorpe’s disconcerting watercolour drawing,
Abstract with Eye and Breast (1938).

The Horniman’s newest exhibition is a timely one,
bringing together suitably wintry landscapes and an issue
that’s front of mind for many of us – the climate crisis.

MELTDOWN: Visualizing Climate Change

features images of glaciers across the world that
demonstrate the impact of our changing global climate.
Since 2008, Project Pressure has been commissioning
artists to document the impact of retreating glaciers and
the consequences for billions of people.
The resulting exhibition premieres in the UK at the
Horniman from 23 November and is free to visit.
Concern for the environment is also apparent in the
Stages of Making exhibition, where environmentallyfriendly paint is used on the walls, composite plastic
table-tops are made from yogurt pots and refrigerator
trays, and more than 750 used T-shirts have been woven
into a rag rug. Stages of Making places the materials and
the acts and processes of making things centre stage,
so exhibits are displayed at various points of production
– from raw materials and experimental samples
through to completed works.
The exhibition is co-produced by a collective of nine
local community members working with artist Katie
Schwab, and is free to visit – and while you’re there,
why not join one of the free Making Time workshops
to try your hand at some of the making techniques used
to create the exhibition – see horniman.ac.uk
for more information.
And we’re not quite done with the ‘making’ theme,
since our Christmas storytelling features:

The Elves and the Shoemaker

Sandal Sticks Theatre uses song and puppetry alongside
traditional storytelling in this magical retelling of the
classic fairy tale. The Elves and the Shoemaker is on for
two weekends in December, 7-8 and 14-15, and costs
£5 per child and £2.50 for adults.
Tickets are available now at horniman.ac.uk.
Don’t forget you can pick up some treats, and maybe
a Christmas gift or two, at the Horniman Market,
now on Sundays from 10am to 3pm.
And if you’re visiting over the festive season,
remember the museum is closed from Christmas Eve
to Boxing Day, and the Gardens will be open every
day except Christmas Day itself.

Leonora Carrington - The Old Maids
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SYDENHAM ARTS
APPEAL FOR FUNDS TO SECURE THEIR FUTURE
A huge thank you to those that
have supported Sydenham Arts
with monthly donations.
We've made good progress and are
very grateful for your support. Now we
need a really big push to get us over
the finish line. Can you help? Could
you support your local Arts charity so
we can continue to bring great events
to this little pocket of SE London?
We need a further 70 donations of
£10 per month and we're there.

We have grant funding secured for our
Chamber Series and our movement
classes to support those with
Parkinson’s disease in 2020, and also
support from sponsors.
Can you too help us stay?

www.sydenhamarts.co.uk/donate

Christmas with Sydenham Arts
& enSEmble26

Saturday 21 December 3pm
(doors 2.45pm)
St Bartholomew's Church SE26 6QR
Bring in the Christmas holidays with
a beautiful immersive performance of
Howard Mark's The Snowman and
based on the picture book of the same
name by the celebrated illustrator,
Raymond Briggs CBE.
Narrated by Susie Riddell (Tracy
Horrobin,The Archers), the story is
illustrated by a stunning string quartet,
played by members of enSEmble26.
There’s the chance for the family to
meet the musicians and sing carols to
round off the afternoon.
Visit our website for full details
www.sydenhamarts.co.uk/whats-on

DAT E S F O R YOUR DIARY
A Curatorial tour of
Dr Johnson’s House
Monday 9 December
Dr Johnson’s House is a charming
300 year-old four-storey town house,
nestled amongst a maze of courts and
alleys in the historic City of London.
Samuel Johnson, writer and wit, lived
and worked here in the middle of the
eighteenth century, compiling his great
Dictionary of the English Language
in the garret. The house will be
decorated for a Georgian Christmas. To register your interest in
this tour please email pattrembath@gmail.com by Monday
2 December. Travel details will be provided nearer the date.

Visit the Bauhaus
Exhibition at Royal Institute
of British Architecture
Wednesday 29 January
The Bauhaus Exhibition at RIBA headquarters in Portland Place takes a
fresh look at the development of British Modernist architecture through
the influence of the Bauhaus movement.
The exhibition visits the impact of three notable émigrés Walter Gropius,
Marcel Breuer and Laslo Moholy-Nagy, and centres on the brief period
1934-37 when they came to live and work in Great Britain. The RIBA
exhibition traces this fertile moment in British architectural history through
buildings completed during this decade.
To register your interest in this visit please email jacquelinealdridge@gmail.
com by 10 January. Travel details will be provided nearer the date.

!

SYDENHAM SO C I E T Y M E M B E R S H I P F O R M
Annual cost of membership
Individual (includes partner)		
Senior citizen (includes partner)
Postal member (includes partner)
To pay via PayPal

Renewal is due in January. Postal members are those resident
outside SE23 and SE26 post codes. Subscriptions can be paid by
cheque standing order or PayPal (via the website).
Please make cheques payable to The Sydenham Society.

£6.00 per year
£5.00 per year
£8.50/£7.50 per year
50p extra per annum

Bank details for The Sydenham Society standing order

Name

Name of your bank/building society

Address

Address of your bank/building society
Account number

Post code
Tel day

Sort code

Signed
Your name (please print)

Tel eve

Please pay the Sydenham Society
(Lloyds Bank plc, Sydenham Branch, Sort Code 30-98-42, Account no. 00524410)
the sum of £8.50/£7.50/£6/£5 (please delete as appropriate)
on receipt of this instruction and on 5 January annually thereafter until further notice.
This replaces any standing order in favour of the ‘Sydenham Society’.

Email
Please tick here if you would like to receive our weekly email
newsletter which gives you news and events from the local area.

Please return to: Richard Cory, 39 Tannsfeld Road SE26 5DQ Tel: 020 8778 5007 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com
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Sydenham Halloween
Ghoulies and ghosties and long leggerty
beasties (in the guise of spider dog) were out
and about in abundance this Halloween,
as Sydenham high street heaved with
over 600 excited children and their proud
parents, many of whom had also donned
appropriate Halloween disguises.

The whoops, wails, screams and howls were
enough to send chills down the spines of our
intrepid traders as they readied themselves for the
onslaught of little and (larger) monsters dead set on
filling their buckets with sweets.
The costume competition held in the Sydenham
Centre was a riotous success again this year with
the Little Mermaid stealing the show with

her mermaid song. The Poodle Club put on an
extremely scary Haunted House that had pulses
racing, both young and old, and The Greyhound
also joined in with a variety of attractions.
Many thanks once again to all who took part, to
our ever generous traders, many of whom had
decorated their shops, and to Alan from Classic
Trophies for the fabulous winners’ medals and to
Tesco Express for the prizes. Finally thanks are
also due to Cllr Chris Best, Master of Ceremonies,
and organiser of this annual event. Heather Mallinder

W E L C O ME TO NEW MEMBE RS
A warm welcome to the following new members
Helen Akif
Dragonfly Yoga Studios

Antje Ehrlich
Patrick Ludden

James Rene
Karen and John Russell

Bruno Tonelli/ Stefania Faini
Debra van Jaarsveldt

Please note that subscriptions for 2019 are now due. Richard Cory, Treasurer, 39 Tannsfeld Road SE26 5DQ. Tel: 020 8778 5007
Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com Membership cards: we agreed at the 2015 AGM that to lower costs we will only issue
membership cards when you pay your subscription in cash or if you send a self-addressed envelope.

www.sydenhamsociety.com
Covering all aspects of local community matters

Member of the London Forum

