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Proposed development will tower over existing housing
Earlier this year your generosity helped fund a successful Judicial Review into Lewisham’s
grant of planning permission for a massive build on the summit of Sydenham Hill.
Despite success in the High Court, with a Judge ruling that Lewisham Council had acted illegally and
urging the Council and the applicant to work with the community on a more acceptable proposal,
Lewisham Planners rushed the very same application back before a Planning Committee,
which, in a tick box exercise, again granted permission.
Friends of Mais House have taken legal advice and a claim for a SECOND Judicial Review
has now been issued in the High Court and served on Lewisham Council and City of London.
The Friends are asking
for contributions to the
legal fund here:

www.crowdjustice.
com/case/
friendsofmaishouse

Read our full press
release here:

www.
friendsofmaishouse.
com/post/fresh-judicialreview-application
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A new 300-seat venue that will host concerts, comedy
and showcase local talent is set to open in Catford,
next year. It will open to coincide with Lewisham’s time
as London Borough of Culture in 2022, and will
be part of the town’s existing entertainment complex,
Catford Mews.
Called The Tail it is named after the town’s Catford Cat
statue at the entrance to the Catford Shopping Centre.
It comes following a commitment from Lewisham
Council to enhance Catford’s status as a cultural
destination and to enhance its nighttime economy.
Andre Bourne, Cabinet Member for Culture at
Lewisham Council says the venue will be
“a fantastic addition to south London’s live music scene,
providing opportunities for promising local artists
and putting Lewisham on the map as the place to be
for new music.”

LOCAL MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
Ellie Reeves MP for Lewisham West and Penge
Helen Hayes MP for Dulwich and Upper Norwood
c/o House of Commons London SW1A 0AA
LEWISHAM ASSEMBLY MEMBER
Len Duvall OBE AM c/o City Hall, The Queen's Walk, London SE1 2AA
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Civic Suite Lewisham Town Hall Catford SE6 4RU 020 8314 6000
Bellingham Ward
Alan Hall Jacq Paschoud Rachel Onikosi
Forest Hill Ward
Peter Bernards Sophie Davis Leo Gibbons
Perry Vale Ward
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Sydenham Ward
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Newsletter Distribution
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Bromley Councillors
Bromley Civic Centre Stockwell Close BR1 3UH
020 8464 3333
Crystal Palace Ward
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The Sydenham Society is an independent group representing the interests of local
residents. Sydenham Society News is non-partisan, non-political and non-commercial.

ARTICLES PLEASE!

Penge and Cator Ward
Katherine Bance Kevin Brooks Simon Jeal

If there is something you would like the society to tell everybody, or a local issue you
feel strongly about, please send your article, maximum 300 words, to the editor.
Sydenham Society News is read by many local residents, old and new,
so please spell out all acronyms and explain anything that a newcomer
might not understand.
All articles are subject to editing by the Editorial Team.
Email your article to the Editorial Team at:
news@sydenhamsociety.com or send hard copy to
97 Longton Grove SE26 6QQ

Southwark Councillors
Town Hall Peckham Road SE5 8UB
020 7525 5000
Dulwich Wood Ward
Catherine Rose Andy Simmons

O T H E R C O N TA C T S
Sydenham Neighbourhood team
email sydenham.snt@met.police.uk phone 020 8649 3598
In an emergency dial 999
For non-urgent police matters: www.met.police.uk/report or dial 101
For environmental noise nuisance call: Lewisham Council 020 8314 6000
Bromley Council 020 8464 3333
Southwark Council 020 7525 5000

Disclaimer The views expressed in articles are those of named contributors and
should not be regarded as statements of policy of the Sydenham Society.

E-NEWSLETTER
Keep informed about news and events in SE26.
Sign up for the Sydenham Society eNewsletter by visiting
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Send us your email address and you’ll be sent our regular eNewsletter
packed with local news and information about what’s going on in
Sydenham and the surrounding area.
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LET THE TRAIN TAKE THE STRAIN
– are things getting back to normal?

As we emerge from the pandemic, it’s easy to
believe that everything is slowly going back to where
it was a few years ago. Our streets are now busy
with traffic, shops in the high street are enjoying
a bustling resurgence and the “entertainment”
economy is slowly getting back on its feet.

Southern Rail, our local rail operator, has cut a swathe
through our services. Their latest timetable means only
two trains per hour (running from London Bridge to East
Croydon) with the “loop line” (between London Bridge
and Victoria) scrapped.
The Sydenham Society has organised a meeting with
the Forest Hill Society, local MP Ellie Reeves and Southern
Rail management to press for an early return to the
previous timetable.
South Western Railway has proposed changes to many
of its peak and off-peak services which would see a 50
percent reduction in direct trains on some routes and would
remove key commuter services. ScotRail has published a
plan to cut 300 rail services per day from its timetable.
Southeastern Rail (jointly owned by Govia who also run our
local train operator Southern Rail) has been stripped of its
franchise by the government.
There have been rumours of mis-management – even
the embezzlement of government funds. Insiders say that
the rail operator breathed a huge sigh of relief since all they
could see in the future was a system that simply couldn’t
make a profit operating at current passenger levels.

But first impressions can be misleading and none more so
than on our local train services. Here the recovery is lagging
far behind with passenger numbers now only at around 60
percent of pre-Covid levels.
A new “world of work” has opened up with many city
centre staff now employed largely or exclusively from home.
Even the most optimistic forecast of passenger numbers
predicts that “full recovery” after Covid may mean that
train occupancy rates remain less than 80 percent of pre
Covid levels.

Cuts, Cuts, Cuts
The impact of this on UK commuter trains is only just
beginning to emerge. Network Rail has opened a voluntary
redundancy scheme as it seeks to cut up to 9,000 jobs
(almost a third of its employees) and save the industry up
to £2bn a year as it plans for a post-Covid future of
fewer passengers.

Barry Milton

Lewisham NCIL Ward Fund – apply by 21 November
Neighbourhood Community Infrastructure Levy [NCIL] ward fund is now open
for applications from Lewisham community groups and residents.
Over £2.9 million is available across the borough for community projects through the NCIL ward fund, and each
ward has an allocated pot of funding to support projects in your local area. There are a variety of grants available for small,
medium or large scale projects and they are looking forward to seeing lots of bids for projects that fit within the priorities
in your local ward.
Workshops will be held in October and November to provide information about the fund
and answer any questions and queries you may have. Look out, too, for workshops covering
your local wards.
To find out more about what can be funded through the NCIL ward fund, make an application, or to
book onto a workshop please visit lewisham.gov.uk and search for ‘NCIL’ or scan this QR code.
In the meantime if you have any specific question please contact the NCIL team on
020 8314 6595 or ncilfund@lewisham.gov.uk who are looking forward to receiving your
applications about projects that will make a difference in your local community.
3
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deeply indebted to him for his hard work over the last
three years, a task made more difficult by having to
operate during the Covid emergency. I was delighted
to announce that Mike Coates has agreed to become
our new Treasurer. Mike has lived in Sydenham all his
life and is also Treasurer of Friends of Mayow Park and
Finance Manager for Sydenham Arts.
To ease the burden on the Treasurer, Jan Brooklyn
has kindly agreed to take on the task of Membership
Secretary. We also welcomed David Smurthwaite to
the Executive Committee – born in Yorkshire, David
has lived in Sydenham for over 40 years and has a
wealth of experience including a long stint on the board
of Sydenham Arts.
As the area recovers from the pandemic it is
encouraging to see that Sydenham Road is in good
health with only one shop, the former Santander
premises, remaining empty. We gave a warm welcome
to Sydenham’s many new businesses including the
Gym Group, Blackbird Bakery, Good Food and
lastly Blossoms & Threads, which will open shortly in
the Cake Store – the shop previously run by Slatters.
We look forward to welcoming you to next year’s
AGM and hope for a continued recovery from the
pandemic. As the Sydenham Society turns 50 in 2022
we intend to celebrate in style! Watch this space, and
our social media, for news of forthcoming events. If
you’re not already receiving our eNewsletter please go
to sydenhamsociety.com to sign up.
Annabel McLaren Chair, Sydenham Society

SYDENHAM SOCIETY
AGM 2021 CHAIR'S REPORT

The 49th annual general
meeting of the Sydenham
Society took place on 28
September at the Sydenham
Centre – the first ‘in person’
get together of members
since April 2019.
It was wonderful to see so
many members ‘up close
and personal’ after such
a long time in lockdown.
We enjoyed hearing
verbal reports from James
Hodgson of Sydenham Arts, Cllr Chris Best, James
Mitchell from the Sydenham Ward Panel, Sheena
Roberts from the Green Improvement Group and
Pat Trembath about the Sydenham Hill Ridge
Neighbourhood Forum.
Cllr Liam Curran and Julia Webb reported jointly
on the formation of a new Neighbourhood Forum in
Bell Green and Lower Sydenham. We wish them every
success with this venture which will be able to influence
planning decisions in and around the retail park and
the adjoining area.
At the AGM Richard Cory stepped down from
the role of Treasurer/Membership Secretary. We’re

Sydenham Hill Ridge Neighbourhood Forum
Unusually, the area of the Sydenham Hill Ridge Neighbourhood
Forum, has the distinction of being under the auspices of two
councils’ Planning Departments, the boundary being Sydenham
Hill where the boroughs of Lewisham and Southwark meet.
It covers the area roughly from Sydenham Wells Park, over the
hill, and down to the railway line at Sydenham Hill Station.
Where trees and woodland areas and wildlife corridors are
concerned there is no boundary. Decisions taken by the two local
councils do not take the whole of the area into account, when
considering planning applications.
Lack of infrastructure in the area is also not taken into account – no GP
surgery or schools are within the area, transport is poor, and there are
no shops, apart from the small convenience store on Hillcrest Estate.
The Sydenham Hill Ridge Neighbourhood Forum (SHRNF) is
a community-led organisation which is working to try to keep the Ridge
area an attractive and vibrant place to live, whilst trying to ensure that
the conservation of the woodland and open green spaces are respected.
The Localisation Act (2011) provided a legal framework for local
communities to have greater influence on planning matters in their own
areas. SHRNF started the “designation stage” in the second half
of 2018, and Lewisham and Southwark Councils “designated” the
Neighbourhood Forum and Neighbourhood Area in February 2020.
SHRNF is currently working on a Neighbourhood Plan so people
local to the area may influence future developments.
For more information visit www.sydenhamhillridge.london
4
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Sydenham
Arts.

It's been a busy start to the autumn
for Sydenham Arts, with our Artists Trail
transforming the area into one huge art
gallery in September!
We also enjoyed our first live concert
since lockdown from enSEmble26 and
friends, at Forest Hill School.

In October, we completed our first international collaboration,
a vibrant and exciting project called to.gather, bringing together
young creatives from diverse backgrounds in both South
London and Hong Kong, who worked online to create lots
of content, including music, poetry, visual art and more, all
exploring life as an ethnic minority in their own diverse cities.
You can check out the project on our website!

Tickets will be available from our website very shortly,
so keep your eyes peeled. Saturday 11 December 7.30pm
(venue TBA soon).

WINTER Winter
WINDOW
WANDERLAND
Window
Wanderland is Back!IS BACK!
Last December, residents in Sydenham transformed the streets
by decorating their windows with illuminating displays as part of
our Winter Window Wanderland.

Looking ahead, we've got lots more to
keep you entertained.

We are looking for participants again this year, to take part
and brighten up Sydenham over the festive season. We can
provide some simple materials, and then it's up to you to create
your own design (we can give some ideas for that too!).
Look out for an announcement soon for how to sign up for
this December’s project.

FILM
Film
Our film screenings continue monthly, the next being Thursday
25 November (to be confirmed). Screenings are currently at
The Grove Centre, 2 Jews Walk. We will end the year with
a fun-filled Film Quiz at Ignition Brewery on 9 December
– £2 entry per person, max 6 people per team. There will be
prizes aplenty available, and fun ‘spot prize’ rounds!

MOVING
WITH
Moving
WithPARKINSON'S
Parkinson's
Another of our projects has returned this autumn.
‘Moving with Parkinson's’ is a safe space taking inspiration from
music, poetry and our moving experience, to play, exercise,
move and share and connect with others. Designed for people
living with Parkinson’s, sessions are free, and
drop-ins are welcome. Weekly at 10:30am on Mondays
continuing throughout November.

We are also holding our regular ‘Talking Films’ online.
Meet up with like-minded people and discuss a curated playlist
of content for you to watch at home.
Our next meet up is 11 November 7pm. The playlist is
available now at sydenhamarts.co.uk/talking-films

A WINTER
CONCERT
SPOKEN
A Winter
Concert WITH
with Spoken
Word WORD

All this and more is coming your way,
so let's get creative!

We are in final preparations for our second concert of the year.
enSEmble26 will perform alongside spoken word artists in a
unique collaboration, exploring togetherness.

Make sure you are signed up to our mailing list via our website
to get all the latest info: sydenhamarts.co.uk
Also find us on Facebook as well as Twitter @SydArts_

Crystal Palace Dinosaurs

In February 2021, the Friends of Crystal Palace Dinosaurs (FCPD) launched
their new project, Dinosaur Monitor. Many members of the public
shared fascinating contributions, and FCPD would love to receive more!
Dinosaur Monitor has received more than 340 submitted images that have been
catalogued by FCPD volunteers, and these are helping to shed light on the variable
care and neglect of the sculptures through the years. The images reveal how
conservation of the site is a continuous story, as over the past 167 years
generations have approached maintenance in differing ways.
The Crystal Palace Dinosaurs and the accompanying Geological Illustrations
have been in place for over 165 years and they have experienced changes in
condition, colour and surrounding vegetation. Unfortunately, the site’s history has
not always been well documented, but this information is vital for informing
future conservation efforts and preventing further damage.
It's easy to take part in Dinosaur Monitor, simply dig out the family photos
(digital or your parents' old albums) and send them to photos@cpdinosaurs.org
or upload to Twitter/Instagram with the hashtag #DinosaurMonitor
For more information visit Friends of Crystal Palace Dinosaurs website at
www.cpdinosaurs.org
5
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Sydenham-based theatre company SPONTANEOUS PRODUCTIONS
will be announcingfull details of its remaining Autumn season soon.
In December we hope to
bring Sydenham our 'pay what
you can’ panto
THE BEAUTY AND
THE BEAST.
Another fabulous family theatre
show, with original songs,
fantastic dance routines and
special effects – expect a twist on
the familiar story! All dates to be
confirmed soon.
For updates please check our website
spontaneousproductions.co.uk
or subscribe to our mailing list
spontaneousproductions.co.uk/
subscribe
In the meantime please do help
Spontaneous Productions secure its
future by donating to its GoFundMe
page: www.gofundme.com/
help-spontaneous-productions
-secure-their-future

At present we are planning a rehearsed reading of the
acclaimed play THE ROSES OF WHITECHAPEL
by Jonathan Kaufman and Martin Stiff, exploring the story
of Jack the Ripper from the perspective of his victims.

Update from the Sydenham Community Project
The countdown towards Christmas has officially started
our air. In an urban area, evergreens are essential for
which means for the Sydenham Community Project
keeping our air safe and clean. So these would benefit our
that it is the launch of a new fundraising year. Our goal
community not just during Christmas, but all year around.
is to raise £3,500 by September 2022 in order to install
commando sockets at the roundabout where Kirkdale
meets Dartmouth Road, and purchase accompanying
display lights thereby extending our festive lights. To this
end, we have relaunched our GoFundMe page, and you
can donate here at www.gofundme.com/sydenham-highstreet-christmas-lights or donate directly on our website
at sydenhamcommunityproject.com
We would also like to let you know that we plan to apply
for an NCIL grant to purchase sustainable Christmas trees.
We are planning to have a tree by the Sydenham Centre,
Sydenham Library, and at the Kirkdale and Dartmouth
Road roundabout. And having a tree in a planter would
allow us to avoid having the unsightly and awkward
white picket fence which usually surrounds our Christmas
tree on Sydenham Road. We would also like to plant small
trees on the Cobb’s Corner roundabout.
For preference, we would choose blue spruce as it is more
environmentally friendly to air quality than pine or fir.
Evergreens are pretty and they look good all year round.
When cold air prevents pollutants from escaping the
atmosphere, they’re the only trees that continue to purify

6

In other news we have launched our first Christmas
cards. These are available to order via the website.
Both designs are
£1 each,
£10 for £7,
or 20 for £12
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Centre for
Awareness
and Response
to End of Life

We are delighted to announce the
official opening of St Christopher’s
Centre for Awareness and Response
to End of Life, otherwise known as
St Christopher’s CARE, went ahead
with great success, with hundreds
of people from Sydenham and the
surrounding boroughs of South London
turning up with family, friends and
colleagues in tow to help us celebrate
this huge milestone for the hospice.
St Christopher’s CARE is, at its heart,
a state-of-the-art educational centre,
support service and networking space for
people locally, nationally and internationally
to explore, discuss and improve
experiences associated with living, dying
and end of life care. Through a combination
of courses, workshops, regular training
initiatives and webinars, the centre will
be a place to share and grow knowledge,
support, and skills; as well as being a
peaceful, inspiring and accessible space
for those who may simply wish to spend
quality time alone or with loved ones in
contemplation.
On Saturday 25 September, guests at St
Christopher’s CARE enjoyed a taster of
the welcoming, cheery atmosphere that
St Christopher’s is known for, joining in
with a variety of arts and crafts activities
for all ages before browsing a selection of
stalls and pop up shops, and exploring our
beautiful landscaped gardens accompanied
by a myriad of sweet and savoury treats and
small take-home gifts.

We were generously supported by many
local businesses who helped supply flowers,
food and drinks, and as our Community
Action Lead, Mary Hodges, said on the
day, “We can’t thank our community
friends, supporters and partners
enough for helping us out on the day,
and making sure that everyone had
a good time. Your efforts were much
appreciated and we hope you enjoyed
the afternoon as much as we did.”
And, last but not least, thank you so much
for all of your support of the hospice along
the way, which has no-doubt helped us get
to this point!

Michael Rosen to talk about ‘facing death creatively’ at St Christopher’s Hospice
and Response to End of life (CARE), focusing on
all aspects of this matter. Michael Rosen, as keynote
speaker, will host a session at the conference on
Friday 12 November, sharing anecdotes and
wisdom from his personal life with his trademark
sense of heartfelt, relatable and gentle humour.
Both Michael and St Christopher’s share a
commitment to supporting people through death,
dying and loss, through a variety of creative tools
used to communicate, connect and remember.
Many of us credit creative arts with holding us
together throughout the pandemic, but we may still be unsure
how exactly such pursuits give meaning to life and help us to cope
with grief and loss.
The ‘Facing Death Creatively In A Pandemic’ conference will
reflect on the hugely important role that art, music, writing and
creating bring to our lives, especially at the end of life.
Professionals and members of the public have all had to adapt how
they engage with each other and the world around them across
the last eighteen months, and death rituals from multiple cultures
and communities have seen both interruption and innovation
as people have had to think creatively about how to react to an
environment outside their control.

After living through a global pandemic for almost
two years, and with COVID-19 still very much
a reality in the UK, many people have been
forced to confront illness, death and dying on a
previously unexpected scale.
For world-renowned author and broadcaster,
Michael Rosen, who spent seven weeks in
intensive care in London last year, this wasn’t the
first time the prospect of grief and bereavement
sent shockwaves through his family – but it also
wasn’t the first time that he used creative expression
to make sense of incredibly sensitive and difficult times in his life.
After the death of his 18-year-old son Eddie in 1999, Michael
turned to writing to help process the challenging environment
he found himself in, later publishing his most recognisable and
touching work Michael Rosen’s Sad Book. More recently,
having been discharged from hospital mid-way through 2020,
Michael picked up a pen and wrote extensively about his
experience, praising the incredible care he received from the NHS.
Despite suffering with the after effects of Long COVID, including a
foggy eye, deaf ear and ongoing dizziness, Michael then published
his work, Many Different Kinds of Love, earlier this year.
The value in recognising the benefits that creative expression can
provide in challenging times is understood by staff and volunteers at
St Christopher’s Hospice, who are hosting a one-day conference
this November in the newly opened Centre for Awareness

Tickets are currently on sale, and everyone is encouraged
to book their place now at www.stchristophers.org.uk/
facingdeathcreatively to avoid disappointment.
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On 15 September 2021,
the actor Robert Fyfe
passed away.

in Putney, on Deodar
Road which had
gardens backing
onto the river.

The move to
Sydenham
again brought
them muchcherished
green space.
From 96
Westwood
Hill they
moved to
the ground
floor of what
was then
26 Longton
Avenue.

Best-known for having
played Howard for
25 years in the BBC
comedy ‘Last of
the Summer Wine’,
Robert and his wife
Diana were long-time
Sydenham residents.
Their youngest son
Dominic takes up
their story.

This imposing lateVictorian detached villa
set in spacious gardens,
had been built for the
manager of the Crystal Palace
when it moved to Sydenham in 1854,
and was opposite today’s
Nos. 67 & 69.

My parents, Robert and Diana Fyfe, lived
in Sydenham for more than half a century until
they passed away within a month of each other in
August and September this year, just short of their
91st and 92nd birthdays. They came to Sydenham
in about 1960, first to a flat on Westwood Hill and
then, with a growing family of three boys,
to Longton Avenue.

There was a neighbouring house
of similar design (once lived in
by CS Forrester). Eventually
the land was taken into the
park when the houses were
demolished in the 1990s.

This became their home for almost sixty years.

Robert and Diana met in the theatre. Diana was
a scenic designer, born in 1929 and brought up in
wartime Whitstable. She commuted during the
frequent bombing raids to the William Gibbs
School for Girls in Faversham and then, in
September 1945, to Canterbury College of Art.

They stood in today’s nature
reserve and the remains of our
garden tree house and a chestnut
tree I planted more than 45 years
ago are still visible.

She completed a course in teacher-training at
London University in the summer of 1951 before
teaching art at Canterbury Cathedral Choir School,
and then Midhurst County Secondary School in
West Sussex. In 1955 she joined the Theatre Royal,
Lincoln and it was here that she met my father.
Robert was often referred to as a ‘Scot best-known
for playing a Yorkshireman’. He was born in
Kirkcaldy in Fife in 1930 and began acting while
still at school. He started a degree at Edinburgh
University but was too smitten with acting and
soon moved on to Esmé Church’s Northern
Theatre School in Bradford. He graduated in 1954
and found himself cast as Second Devil in the
York Mystery Plays opposite an Angel played by a
twenty-year-old Judi Dench.

The upper stories of 26 were occupied
by Captain Gray and his daughter Joan,
who became my godmother. Captain Gray
had been a naval officer and fought at the Battle
of Jutland in the First World War.

He was a familiar figure in Sydenham Wells Park,
taking daily walks dressed in a suit with waistcoat
and watch-chain, his head topped with a
black Homburg.

After a year in Lincoln, Robert and Diana moved
together for a season to the Palace Theatre,
Kilmarnock. They lived there on London Road and
in 1957 returned south, to marry in January that
year and to join the company at the Castle Theatre
in Farnham. My eldest brother Tim was born in
1959 and by then my parents were renting a flat

The Fyfe boys enjoying Syden
8
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to ‘Z Cars’. Then in 1985, he took to our screens
as Howard in ‘Last of the Summer Wine’ and
appeared in over two hundred episodes spanning
twenty-five years.
Sydenham in their early years felt much more
self-contained than perhaps it does today. There
was a famous department store – Cobb’s – and I
can remember how sales receipts were placed in a
cylinder and sent via a vacuum pipe to accounts.
There was a cinema: the Granada, which stood
where today’s Gym is. Milk was delivered to the
door by electric float from the Express Dairy on
Willow Way. Many of the shop owners felt like
family friends: Mrs Williams in the toy shop
opposite Cobb’s, an Aladdin’s cave of Subbuteo
sets, Hornby railways and Airfix kits; Mr Baker
the watchmaker (now ‘Fabulous’ hair & beauty);
and Geraldine Cox and Barry Chambers at
the Kirkdale Bookshop.

Diana's painting of 26 Longton Avenu

Diana had taken up teaching at the Junior
Department of Sydenham High School in
September 1967, a few months after I was born,
and she taught there until her retirement in July
1990. She was always immersed in the life of
the school and her theatrical training came to
the fore in school productions. In a happy
coincidence her retirement came with the
birth of the fledgling education wing of
Dulwich Picture Gallery and here
she continued to teach and inspire
local schoolchildren with a love of
drawing and appreciation of the
gallery’s incredible collection.

Wells Park Road was also full of shops in the 60s
and early 70s. I remember the builder’s merchant
W.E Brice and was at primary school with his son.

Longton Avenue also had an extraordinary sense of
community back then, and something of that spirit
lives on today. The recent street party in September
was a happy reminder to many of the one for the
Queen’s Silver Jubilee in 1977. By then my parents
had moved across the road from No.26 into one of
the 1930s semi-detached houses which gave my
brothers and I our own bedroom each.

Over the next 20 years the
gallery gave her an artistic
and social focal point until
she gradually eased herself
into a second retirement as she
approached 80. She would often
bump into former pupils from
Sydenham High School when out
shopping, approached by some
young lady with toddlers in tow
with the words: “Hello Mrs Fyfe!”

We had all gone to school locally: to Eliot Bank
Primary School on Thorpewood Avenue (although I
later left to go to St Bartholomew’s C of E on Peak Hill)
and then to Haberdashers’ Aske’s Hatcham School
for which we used the old Sydenham ‘up platform’
station to commute (the entrance and booking hall was
where the Acorn estate agency is today).
My parent’s love of Sydenham was always defined
by Wells Park. They looked out on it every
day for forty-five years. Mum was active in the
‘Improvement Group’ and made an etching and
line drawings for a leaflet about the history of the
park and its wildlife.

Some of my father’s theatre work stayed
local. In the 1960s he often performed at the
New Theatre in Bromley, a Victorian building
sadly destroyed by fire in 1971 and now the site
of Barclays Bank on the High Street. There were
pantomimes too at the Churchill Theatre. However,
film and television increasingly took over his career
and he appeared in an array of series from ‘Angels’

She also helped choose the stone which is the
centrepiece of the sensory
garden. Above all, they
both loved to walk
there, and to have
their memory
kept alive with
the planting of
a new tree in
the park would
have made them
so very happy.
Dominic Fyfe
October 2021

nham Wells Park in the 1960's
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Perry Vale

From E l l i e R e e v e s MP

NEWS

The scenes from Afghanistan have
been deeply upsetting as the country
has faced the tragic rollback of progress
that so many have worked so hard for
– not least of all the gains in education
and rights for women.

LOLAs and Let’s Meet Up!

I know the strength of feeling on this and over
the last few months, my team and I have been
working tirelessly on this issue. This has included
helping constituents and their families get back home,
support and advice for constituents with loved ones
still trapped, and making sure that those who were
evacuated are not left homeless and destitute.
Whilst this has been a huge job, and deeply
upsetting dealing with such traumatic cases, I pay
tribute to all the servicemen and servicewomen who
led the evacuation effort. But it never had to be like
this and, for all the families we have helped, there
are many still trapped.
Despite having 18 months to prepare for the
withdrawal, the Government failed to plan for it.
This, along with the complacency they showed
towards the deteriorating situation in the country,
resulted in the chaos we have seen.
Indeed, despite the Foreign Office’s clear warnings
weeks before Kabul fell, the former Foreign Secretary
was asleep at the wheel.
He could have stepped up the evacuation efforts,
issued earlier warnings and increased resources to
the department’s crisis response. Instead, while
military leave was cancelled, he and the Prime
Minister went on holiday.
Our troops, diplomats and civil servants did a
heroic job to get as many people as possible to safety.
But the collapse in Afghanistan and failure
of Government Ministers to plan ahead has left
huge numbers stranded in fear for their lives.
We have an obligation to help these people.
Despite all of this, the local response has been
heartening. Our local community has really come
together, donating essential supplies like clothes,
nappies, baby milk and food, and I have been able
to provide these items to a number of families I
am helping within our area.
Alongside this, Lewisham Donation Hub has gone
above and beyond to support the local relief effort
and provide support to families resettling here.
Their work, alongside other community groups,
has shown our Borough at its best.
But our amazing charities and volunteer-led groups
cannot do it alone. The government need to urgently
outline a plan to enable those, who are stranded in
Afghanistan, to leave via a viable and safe route.
They must also work with Local Authorities to
establish how refugee families can be supported to
rebuild their lives here. Lewisham, as a Borough of
Sanctuary, has a reputation for welcoming refugees
but we need the support from central government
in order to help as many as possible.

Following lockdown, although certain pandemic restrictions
were eased, it was difficult to organise ‘face to face’ meetings
for Ward Assemblies in a way that all residents would feel
comfortable when attending them.
In Perry Vale, we are keen to return to those meetings,
especially as it appears that the highlights are the refreshments
provided, and the standing agenda information from our
Safer Neighbourhood Team! We Ward Councillors miss
that type of meeting and we know that local residents do
too, but in the meantime we have pioneered another way
to engage with them; LocalOnlineAssemblies or LOLA.
Virtual meetings, via Zoom, have proved a good way of
communicating and make it easier for those with limited time,
caring responsibilities or difficulties getting out in the evening,
to meet up.
We have been using LOLAs to re-engage with our residents
and for them to re-engage with us and their neighbours.
The sessions are held on different days of the week and at
different times, to make them accessible to as many people
as possible. As the current Assembly Chair, I host these on
behalf of myself and my ward colleagues. We are inviting guest
speakers, to talk on subjects which have always interested
residents, to encourage attendance at our meetings and to
introduce new topics.
To see all the dates currently available, book to join one, or
register your interest please visit bit.ly/PerryValeLOLA
We began with two meetings in September and two in
October, and although initially the take up was slow, more
residents are joining us. So far we have covered local Perry
Vale traffic issues, a presentation on Lewisham Council’s
environment services and, recently, an overview on Perry
Vale’s NCIL Fund presented by Laura Luckhurst, our
Lewisham Council Community Development Officer.
NCIL – Neighbourhood Community Infrastructure Levy
– is paid by private developers as a ‘tax to assist improvements
to local community services’ within the local Ward where
major housing developments are taking place.
£145,181 is currently available to spend on community
projects in Perry Vale, via different sized grants, and the
council wants to hear ideas for those projects that fit our ward
priorities. These priorities are: Transport and Streets, Air
Quality, Open/Green Spaces and Nature, Community
Safety, Community Facilities and Youth Activities.
In addition, Covid Recovery has been added to each ward’s
list in recognition of the impact that Covid-19 has had on our
communities.
Applications will be accepted from now until 21 November
2021. Visit: communityfunding.lewisham.gov.uk and select
‘NCIL Ward Funding’.
Please read the guidance before starting your application
and if you have any questions contact Laura Luckhurst
at laura.luckhurst@lewisham.gov.uk or telephone
020 8314 3830. The website provides the timetable for
project assessment, agreement at ward assembly, Mayor and
Cabinet approval, and delivery.
On another note – we are currently planning for
Christmas by organising our tree! Watch this space…

Councillor Susan Wise Perry Vale Ward
Cllr_Susan.Wise@lewisham.gov.uk

As always, I can be contacted on

ellie.reeves.mp@parliament.uk
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It’s always nice to have good news to share
and we are very proud that the Horniman has
received a number of awards recently.
Firstly we would like to say a big thank you to our visitors
who took the time to nominate us for the ‘Kids in
Museums’ Family Friendly Museum Awards 2021’.
We were delighted to win the Best Large Museum
award. The judges were impressed by the huge number
of nominations we received from local families – we’re
incredibly grateful for your support – and they praised
our diverse exhibits, friendly staff, accessible facilities and
focus on sustainability.
Our Gardens are looking
lovely as usual thanks to our
Gardens team, and their hard
work and creativity has been
recognised with a bumper
crop of four awards. Two
at the London in Bloom
awards – a Gold in the
Heritage Parks and Gardens category, and a Gold and
Category Winner in the new Environment Challenge
Award, which recognises efforts being made to respond
to the challenges of climate change and global warming –
plus a 17th consecutive Green Flag Award, and a Green
Flag Community Award for the Nature Trail.
Inside the Museum we have three new exhibitions for
you this autumn and winter, exploring our relationship
with hair.
Hair: Untold Stories opens on 4 December. Hair has
many stories to tell and this exhibition invites you to
reflect on some of the lesser known tales. What kind
of fibre is hair, and how can we use it? What is our
relationship to our hair on, and off, our heads? Keep
an eye out for some local barbers and hairdressers
featured in the exhibition – maybe your favourite salon is
among them? Hair: Untold Stories is complemented by
two photographic exhibitions, each looking at hair in a
different way.
And if you haven’t yet managed to see our popular family
friendly exhibition Monkey Business, this has been
extended to run until 3 January.
The Sunday Horniman Market takes place as usual
over the winter months between 10am-3pm, apart from
26 December and 2 January when the market will be
closed. There’s a special Christmas Market on Sunday
12 December featuring extra stalls selling festive foodie
treats and gifts from artists and makers, as well as the
usual range of independent and local producers.
Don’t forget to take a look in our shop for further gift
ideas, or perhaps you know someone who would enjoy a
Horniman gift membership, which includes a year of free
entry to the Aquarium, Butterfly House and exhibitions,
10% discount in the shop and exclusive events and offers.
To buy a gift membership please email
members@horniman.ac.uk
The Museum remains closed on Wednesdays, and visitors
still need to book a free timed ticket in advance online –
and, if you’re visiting over the festive season, just a little
reminder that the Museum is closed from Christmas Eve
to Boxing Day, with the Gardens open every day except
Christmas Day.
You can find opening times on our website.

UPDATE FROM FRIENDS OF HOME PARK
Since our last update in July,
the Friends of Home Park
(FOHP) committee has
been busy!
We’ve successfully applied for
funding for:
Five triple sparrow bird houses
(Kenneth White legacy fund).
These will be installed in the park
later this year.
A number of new trees in the
park (Forestry Commission Treescape fund). Several dozen additional
plane trees will be interplanted along the main avenue, as well as two
edible cherries, a hornbeam, a horse chestnut, a rowan and an oak
tree in the northern and southwestern corners of the park.
We’ve also submitted bids under Lewisham Council’s NCIL and
Greening Fund. We’re waiting to hear whether we will soon see a
new orchard, picnic benches, bins, adventure/trim trail, a table tennis
table, a water fountain and even a new playground.
Cross your fingers for us!
We’ve had lots of positive feedback from users about the
improvements in the appearance of the park (thank you litter
pickers!), and work is ongoing to get the community garden back up
and running. Thank you to AeroArts for sprucing up their Home
Park mural next to the adventure playground, and to Dave Evans
for renovating the park benches on the piazza. Plans for an ice cream
kiosk were unfortunately delayed due to a lack of available staff but
we’re working with Glendale to have something in place by spring.
We also hope to host a series of events in the park in the coming year
and would love to hear your ideas.
On 28 October we enjoyed our Gardening Working Bee with
Nature's Gym and we are looking forward to doing this again.
We’re always looking for extra help, including:
Social Media/Communications
Youth representative
Lewisham Homes (social housing) representative
Dog walker representative
A volunteer to help us update our website
If you’re interested in any of these roles or want to find out when the
next public meeting is, please get in touch!
Follow us on Facebook Friends of Home Park (FOHP),
Sydenham, on Twitter/Instagram @homeparkSE26,
or email us at friendsofhomepark@gmail.com
Bella Cunnington Waugh (Co-Chair)

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
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‘Old Betsy’

the pickpockets, and the children and their buckets of ‘miracle’
water, to busy themselves amongst the rapidly gathering crowd.
Green willow branches had been gathered from the Hollow
Combe, and the visitors and villagers were soon twining the sprigs
around their hats or in their coat lapels as a sign of respect for
Betsy. Meanwhile, the men who were to escort the coffin drank
liberally from the cask provided by Betsy’s family.

Sydenham, after the discovery of the wells, had become
a fashionable place to visit. John Sayes of Sayes Court,
Deptford, recorded in his diary on September 2, 1675
(quoted with his chosen spellings),
“I went to see Dulwich Colledge, being the
pious foundation of one Allen, a famous
Comedian in King James’ time…
’Tis a melancholy part of Camerwell parish.
I came back (to Deptford) by certaine medicinal spa
waters called Sydnam Wells, in Lewisham Parish,
much frequented in summer.”
Later he wrote about this visit to his friend, Lord Brounker,
who was also ‘taking the waters’ in Sydenham.

Slowly the funeral procession commenced its journey across
the Common. The surface was uneven and frequently the cart
jolted to a stop because the furze bushes were too thick for
the procession to pass through or the turf had been cut away
in uneven strips. The team of men struggling to hold back the
heavy cart on its downhill journey, and then heaving forward
over protruding roots, soon began mopping their faces as they
sweated in the dust and heat. Most welcome was the sight of The
Chequers, with a table laid out with refreshment for the thirsty
team. Having quenched their thirsts they joined the procession,
whilst the next team took up their positions in the shafts of the cart
after drinking a toast with the innkeeper’s family ‘To Old Betsy!’.

Wells Cottage was a small, timber-built house that belonged
to Alexander Roberts who was the ‘Keeper of the Wells’. It
contained a large chair said to have been made for George the
Second when he visited the Wells. Nearby stood a tall wooden
pole with the distinctive sign of the Green Dragon, a curiously
carved figure showing the head of a dragon, two stumpy wings,
and the rest of its body coiling into a tail which terminated like
an arrowhead. In this house, in 1737, Alexander’s daughter
Elizabeth was born.

Heaving and pulling, the cart was eventually over the little stream
and on the road to Lewisham. Passing The Greyhound, the
innkeeper was at his door and, as they drew near, he signalled
that refreshments were available in the field beside his house.
The ale was welcome and the procession was pleased to join the
innkeeper in his toast ‘To Old Betsy!’.
The downhill journey continued and the road became easier
as it passed between the houses of old
Sydenham village, but now it slowed
down because so many of the villagers
wished to pay their respects. The women
dropped sprays of rosemary on the coffin,
and the men, after a respectful bow, took
advantage of the free ale at The Rock and
Fountain and at The Dolphin, where the
shepherdess who tended the sheep on
the common, lived in an outhouse. It was
such thirsty work that they drank another
toast to Old Betsy at the Golden Lion.

Elizabeth, who became known as Betsy,
married John Fairman, and when
her father died, they became the next
proprietors of the Green Dragon.
Betsy, having lived at the Wells since she
was a child, recognised – and in turn was
recognised by – many of the visitors, both
rich and poor, famous and infamous. In the
Green Dragon these visitors received great
hospitality and brought Betsy gifts of food
and wine. Betsy rarely left her cottage on
Sydenham Common, she had little need to
go shopping or visiting.

At Sydenham Green, or Bell Green
as it is now known, the women who gathered around the village
pump soon stopped gossiping, and gathered around the cart to
pay their respects, before providing mugs of ale for their menfolk.

When she died in June 1791, it was a great blow to the villagers
as Betsy and her hospitality had become an institution. Old Betsy’s
easy-going way of life, her fondness for food and drink, and lack of
exercise, gradually expanded her girth.

The road from the Green passed through open fields. The sun
was hot and the men were soon sweating again, as they pulled the
cart slowly up the hill towards Catford. News of the progress of
the procession filtered through to the Blackhorse and Harrow,
The George, the Black Bull and the small beerhouses, who
vied with one another to supply the best victuals.

However she was proud to say that if fat people were
happy, she must be the happiest person alive.
The local carpenter, who was also the undertaker, needed
assistance in making her coffin as it was so big. It is recorded as ‘six
feet ten inches long, three feet and five inches wide, and two feet
six inches deep.’

The company was certainly very merry by now!
When at last the cart pulled alongside the churchyard, a few of
the men who were able to hold their ale managed to lift the coffin
from the cart and the remains of Elizabeth Fairman were lowered
into their last resting place in the churchyard.

Arrangements were made for the body to be interred at
St Mary’s Church, Lewisham, the parish church. It was agreed
amongst the villagers that Old Betsy should have the best funeral
that they could manage – a funeral that if she were alive, she
would really appreciate – a happy funeral! The funeral cart would
be drawn all the way from Betsy’s cottage to the church by teams
of men who came from the parish.

It was indeed a farewell that Old Betsy would have appreciated!
This article has been
edited from an article
by Joan Read,
first published in:

On the day of the funeral the sky was clear and bright, although
there was humidity that threatened a thunderstorm. A haze hung
around Hollow Comb Hill, but this did not deter the sightseers
whose curiosity and respect had brought them so early to the
common in the West Wood. Soon the large wagon, which was
often used to carry the timber from the woods for the use of the
Lord of the Manor, could be seen approaching from Robin’s
Bottom. This was the signal for the pedlars of broadsheets,

‘Read About
Sydenham Wells’

by Joan Read, Dip. Hist.
1977
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A Jewish History Of Sydenham

Unlike similar suburbs north of the Thames, Sydenham has never had a large Jewish population.
However, the relatively few Jewish men and women who have lived in, and have been connected with,
Sydenham, have made some important contributions towards Sydenham’s history and landscape.
Although little known today, Sydenham housed a number
of Jewish refugee children during World War 2 and post-war,
and there was a Jewish Children’s Home here in the 1950s.
There have also been a few Jewish-owned shops and
businesses over the years.

However, WW2 saw the home admit refugee Jewish girls and
boys, and local residents were encouraged to help the children
settle in. Each Christmas children from the neighbourhood
were invited to The Sharman Home to share a Christmas party
with the Jewish children (see photo c/o Don Vaughn, seated 4th
from the right). The Sharman Home closed in the 1960s and
The Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's Witness and a block of flats,
‘Servite House’ now stand on the site.

Sydenham’s earliest notable Jewish resident created the
still lovely tree-lined road named, so to speak, after him –
Jews Walk. Jewish merchant David Ximinies planted the
avenue of trees in 1767 as the driveway to his newly bought
mansion, Westwood House, on which site Sheenewood Estate
now stands.

The ‘Maude Nathan Home for Little Children’ at 72 Crystal
Palace Park Road, a Jewish-owned home for Jewish children
was founded in 1923 by a leading Jewish figure, Lily Montague.
Originally it was in Bethune Road, Stamford Hill, in North
London in the heart of Stoke Newington’s Jewish community.
Why it moved in the late 1940s to a Victorian house in largely
non-Jewish Sydenham is not clear, but was likely due to
the proximity of the Jewish Orphanage at West Norwood
(demolished in 1961). The Maude Nathan Home took children
from ages 0–10 years, at which age they were transferred to the
West Norwood orphanage.

Many great Jewish musicians and composers who were
involved in the concerts, which were held in the Crystal Palace
after it was moved from Hyde Park and rebuilt at Sydenham
in 1854, stayed at Westwood House.

One of Sydenham’s most famous residents, Eleanor Marx
famously said, ‘I am Jewishly proud of my home in Jews Walk’
when she moved into No.7 Jews Walk in 1895 – sadly she
committed suicide just three years later.
In 1871, while he was staying in Upper Norwood, the great
Impressionist painter and French Jew, Camille Pissaro painted
his iconic scene ‘The Avenue’, showing Lawrie Park Avenue and
featuring St Bartholomew’s Church. ‘Saved for the Nation’, this
painting now hangs in the National Gallery.
Further up Sydenham Hill, in Crescent Wood Rd, stands the
acclaimed 1930s Modernist house ‘Six Pillars’ designed by
Jewish architect Berthold Lubetkin. By the time the house was
completed in 1935, the dreadful shadow of Nazi Germany was
falling across Europe and the tragic plight of Jewish children
in Europe before, during and after World War 2, was a major
concern for the UK government. Many Jewish refugee children
were housed across the UK, including here in Sydenham.

John Seaman

Jewish refugee Ruth

Kelvin Grove School, Sydenham 1948

The Sharman Childrens’ Home on the corner of Newlands
Park and Venner Rd, was one such place. It was one of several
UK homes started by Christian philanthropist, Charlotte
Sharman (1832-1929). Oddly, despite the name, her childrens’
homes were for girls only, as can be seen in a charming 1937
short, silent film of the Sydenham home on YouTube.

Celebrities occasionally visited with gifts. In 1959 two stars
of ITV’s ‘Emergency Ward 10’, Jean Aubrey and John Carson
visited the home to give away some books.
The Maude Nathan Home closed in 1962, and the house has
reverted to residential use.
Jewish-owned shops have been fairly few, but have included
fondly remembered stores like Dayco’s Toy and Record shop
in the 50s and 60s, and Paulro’s clothing emporium served
generations from 1969–2008, and, currently, Levy’s Dental
Surgery and Marc Rosenfield, Chiropodist (son of Paul
Rosenfeld – ‘Paulro’s’) both serve our local community.
Marc says that the original local Synagogue was held in a
private house on Catford Hill.

So, although small in number, the Jews of, and
associated with, Sydenham have left a valuable
and lasting legacy locally and, in turn, Sydenham
has provided a home and haven for Jewish children
at a time of great need.
Michael Viner

(With sincere thanks to Don Vaughn, Phil Walker,
John Seaman and John Coulter)
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Homewalk House

Like a great red-brick ocean-going liner beached
on the promontory between Jews Walk and Kirkdale,
Homewalk House stands on the site of Fir Lodge,
the Preparatory School once attended by
Antarctic Explorer, Ernest Shackleton.

Downsize to a Retirement
Flat in Sydenham

queries and liaises with a committee elected by the residents.
This committee publishes an occasional newssheet.
Most residents have down-sized to buy a long lease on their
self-contained apartment, and they reckon they have secured a
very good deal. They will have sold their home – and, if it was
in London, for maybe half to three-quarters of a million pounds
– and have bought their flat in Homewalk House for perhaps
£200,000. They will have to annually pay around £4,000 for
management charges and a little over £500 ground rent.
They also pay council tax (two bedroom flats are in band D).

The house has a mix of 49 one and two bedroom apartments,
built by McCarthy and Stone in 1989 and is managed by
First Port, providing retirement homes for homeowners
over 60 years of age.

It is not a care home, and while some residents
have visiting carers, Homewalk House is for
independent residents.

Residents are responsible for everything in their own apartments:
decorating and the cost of heating, lighting and cooking.
While one may initially baulk at these charges, residents
acknowledge that the fees do cover many of the costs they had
to meet at home – building maintenance,
gardening, water charges, window cleaning,
electricity used for washing machines
among them.

The communal lounge and large garden are meeting places for
residents and for visiting families and friends. There is a lift to all
four floors, a laundry and a car park. As in
all the hundreds of First Port’s properties
throughout the country, there is an ensuite
guest room (for a modest charge) for
residents’ families and friends.
Moreover, guest rooms in all First Port
properties are available for short-stay
accommodation for the residents of
all properties.

Most welcome though, is the absence
of worry and responsibility for major
maintenance – if the roof blows off
(not likely at Homewalk House!),
it is not the leaseholder’s worry.

A part-time manager (recently recruited
thanks to Sydenham Society News) copes
with the paperwork, along with organising
cleaners, gardeners, window cleaners etc.
The manager also deals with residents’

Flats come up for sale from time to
time and vacancies can be viewed by
arrangement with the Manager,
Nicola Edwards (020 8291 6543),
who is on duty from 9am to 2pm.
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Ignition Brewery

Home Park Estate,
Kent House Lane
A stunning photo of a Summer meadow
set to cheer up everyone in the
middle of a long lockdown.
Does anyone know who planted it?

has reopened its taproom doors and our newly
refurbished space is ready for action. We have
been delighted to see so many locals pop in
for a beer and are continuing to offer drink-in,
takeaway or delivery options. 4-pinters of
GTI turbo are ever-popular.
Our new look means that the taproom is more
comfortable for longer visits, with cushioned
seats, a Chesterfield sofa and more tables for
two. We have also invested in some plants which
give a tropical feel along with our Battenberg-pink ceiling.
We are starting to offer some food and snacks in response to customer demand.
There will be a series of themed nights on Saturdays, plus the return of hearty pies
from Unity; a social enterprise who have a similar team to ours.
Our Christmas market, supply chains willing, will also be back for the first three
Saturdays of December. Your chance to do all your gift shopping in one hit, with
t-shirts, beers, merchandise, local crafts and hot cider all on offer.
Hope to see you there.
Team Ignition x

Joan Read (1922 – 2017)
Local people will remember Joan, who worked at the Lewisham Local History
and Archives Centre in Manor House Library for many years. She was a
founder member of the Lewisham Local History Society, which she chaired
for a number of years. Joan was born in Sydenham and, before the war, her family
all lived above her father’s greengrocer’s shop at 186 Kirkdale.
She gave many talks, led many walks and published invaluable booklets and articles
about the history of Lewisham, and Sydenham in particular. One time Chair of the
Sydenham Society, Joan was elected its President in 1979, and continued to be
actively involved in the Society for the following 5 years.
The archives of the Sydenham Society were originally stored in a small room at
the top of Forest Hill Library. Amongst these were the many hundreds of slides
taken by Joan in the late 1960s, representing a comprehensive record of the
whole borough and were used by Joan to illustrate her talks.
When Forest Hill Library was renovated, the entire collection was transferred to
the Lewisham Local History Society and Archive Centre.

!

SYDENHAM SO C I E T Y M E M B E R S H I P F O R M
Annual cost of membership
Individual (includes partner)		
Senior citizen (includes partner)
Postal member (includes partner)
To pay via PayPal

Renewal is due in January. Postal members are those resident
outside SE23 and SE26 post codes. Subscriptions can be paid by
cheque, standing order or PayPal (via the website).
Please make cheques payable to The Sydenham Society.

£6.00 per year
£5.00 per year
£8.50/£7.50 per year
50p extra per annum

Bank details for The Sydenham Society standing order

Name

Name of your bank/building society

Address

Address of your bank/building society
Account number

Post code
Tel day

Sort code

Signed
Your name (please print)

Tel eve

Please pay the Sydenham Society
(Lloyds Bank plc, Sydenham Branch, Sort Code 30-98-42, Account no. 00524410)
the sum of £8.50/£7.50/£6/£5 (please delete as appropriate)
on receipt of this instruction and on 5 January annually thereafter until further notice.
This replaces any standing order in favour of the ‘Sydenham Society’.

Email
Please tick here if you would like to receive our weekly email
newsletter which gives you news and events from the local area.

Please return to: Mike Coates, 73A Mayow Road SE26 4AA

Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com
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on its ownership, including responsibility for future
maintenance and liability.

As of 2021, Street Trees For Living
have planted over 1,000 trees.

Street Trees for Living
is a charity working closely
with local residents and
Lewisham Council to plant
trees across the borough.
It began life in Brockley,
when two members of the
Brockley Society sought
to draw attention to – and
make up for – the loss of
street trees in the Brockley
Conservation Area. This led to
a collaboration with Lewisham
Council to establish a public offer,
to residents of the borough, of street
tree planting at a fixed price. In 2017,
the charity officially became known as
Street Trees for Living.
The offer to local residents is simple; if someone
would like a tree planted on their street (either outside
their property or at a site that all neighbours agree on)
there is a fixed sponsorship fee of £350 per tree.
You must also commit to water the tree during spring
and summer, and keep an eye on it for the first two
years at least. You can sponsor as many trees as
you like, or groups or residents can club together to
plant a tree on their street. You can even choose the
species of tree. The council will plant the tree and take

As well as the public offer to residents to plant a tree
on their street, the charity has planted trees outside
schools and in areas where there are no residential
sponsors. This is thanks to funding from grants, and
commercial sponsorship from local businesses.
The expression of interest form for sponsoring
trees for planting during next Autumn/
Winter (2022/2023) is currently open at
www.streettreesforliving.org and
will close in January.
If you are interested in planting
a tree on your street, please
do visit the website and
complete the form.
It would be wonderful
to see more trees on
our local streets

W E L C O ME TO NEW MEMBE RS
A warm welcome to the following new members
Sophie Ashton
Katie Boyd
Judy Dyson

Alasdair Fraser
Fiona Gabbert
Laura Griffiths

Stewart Harkess
Rebecca Hines
James Howat

Leanca Levy
Angela Lye
Jan Rae

Sall-wyn Ryan
Lumen Silviera
Jade Watson

Please note that subscriptions for 2021 are now due. Mike Coates, Treasurer, 73a, Mayow Rd SE26 4AA.
Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com Membership cards: we agreed at the 2015 AGM that to lower costs we will only issue
membership cards when you pay your subscription in cash or if you send a self-addressed envelope.

www.sydenhamsociety.com
Covering all aspects of local community matters

Member of the London Forum

