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Local architects, councillors and the Sydenham
Society are working together to come up with
a community-based plan for Bell Green, an area
that has for far too long been dominated by heavy
traffic and an under-used area of car parking. This
initiative has been spearheaded by the imminent
demolition of the locally listed gas holders, and the
London Borough of Lewisham’s ‘call for sites’ – the
need to identify areas in the borough where housing
development could take place.

We’ve published an open letter to Southern Gas Networks (SGN) calling
for an immediate halt to the demolition process and a reprieve of up to
six months which would give us time to work on a feasibility study for the
area and to come up with a masterplan and design brief. This exercise
would involve open meetings at which local people can have their say on
what they would like to see at Bell Green.
In response to our letter, Lewisham’s Mayor Damien Egan said:

“The project scope for urban renewal of Bell Green
is ambitious and welcome. I share your concern about
SGN’s planned demolition of the gas holders, which have
important historic and cultural significance for Sydenham.
I have been urging Southern Gas Networks to reconsider
their plans and made it clear the Council does not want
to see the gasholders demolished as any part
of the development on the site.”
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A community plan for

Our intentions for the Bell Green project are as follows:
• To consult with local residents and businesses to identify needs and desires;
• To encourage development that benefits local people and increases prosperity;
• To replace car parks with housing, particularly on the street frontages;
• To improve air quality with a greener environment;
• To improve the quality of public space;
• To reduce the negative impact of roads;
• To preserve and celebrate the distinctive surviving historic fabric that
contributes to local character: the listed Livesey Memorial Hall and
War Memorial; the gas holders, the Bell public house, the Old Bath House
and Haseltine primary school;
• To define a framework for the future development of Bell Green
that reflects the aspirations of local people and businesses.
To launch the project, an initial meeting was held in January at which the potential
of the site was discussed. A number of local councillors attended, including
Sydenham councillors Chris Best and Liam Curran, and Bellingham councillors
Jacq Paschoud and Alan Hall. All the councillors present recommended that
an open meeting to be held at the earliest opportunity, in order to listen to the
concerns of the local community and establish priorities.
For more information on the Bell Green project, go to: sydenhamsociety.com

BELL GREEN URBAN RENEWAL PROJECT
An open meeting to discuss the next stage of this project
will take place on Wednesday March 6 from 7-9pm.
The Railway Tavern, Southend Lane SE26 5BH.
All welcome!
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Winners of the
St Christopher’s
Christmas Raffle!
Sydenham Society members Sue and Steve
Grindlay, winners of the St Christopher’s
Christmas raffle, receiving the keys of their
new car from Anita O'Sullivan, Sales Advisor
at Ancaster, and Christine Davies, Fundraising
Manager at St Christopher's Hospice.
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ARTICLES PLEASE!
If there is something you would like the society to tell everybody, or a local issue you
feel strongly about, please send your article, maximum 300 words, to the editor.
Sydenham Society News is read by many local residents, old and new,
so please spell out all acronyms and explain anything that a newcomer
might not understand.
All articles are subject to editing by the Editorial Team.
Email your article to the Editorial Team at:
news@sydenhamsociety.com or send hard copy to
97 Longton Grove SE26 6QQ

Penge and Cator Ward
Katherine Bance Kevin Brooks Peter Fookes
Southwark Councillors
Town Hall Peckham Road SE5 8UB
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Dulwich Wood Ward
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O T H E R C O N TA C T S

Disclaimer The views expressed in articles are those of named contributors and
should not be regarded as statements of policy of the Sydenham Society.

Sydenham Neighbourhood team
email sydenham.snt@met.police.uk

E-NEWSLETTER

phone 020 8649 3598

In an emergency dial 999
For non-urgent police matters: www.met.police.uk/report or dial 101
For environmental noise nuisance call:
Lewisham Council 020 8314 6000
Bromley Council 020 8464 3333
Southwark Council 020 7525 5000

Keep informed about news and events in SE26 – sign up for the Sydenham Society
eNewsletter by visiting
www.sydenhamsociety.com
Send us your email address and you’ll be sent our regular eNewsletter packed
with local news and information about what’s going on in Sydenham and the
surrounding area.

T h e d e a d l i ne for articles for the next newsletter will be Friday 10 May 20 1 9
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HEATHROW
NEW RUNWAY CONSULTATION

On 25 October 2016 a new north-west
runway and terminal at Heathrow was approved
by the Government.
Further details of how the new runway is likely
to affect air traffic have now been revealed and
could include a minimum of 47 new flights per day
over south-east London at considerably lower
heights than currently.
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For many living in our part of London, current flights can be
very obtrusive or inconspicuous depending on whether you
live under the ‘stacking’ area around Crystal Palace Park or
between the park and the flight path along the Thames.
In either circumstance you should respond to the consultation
(see link at the end of this article).
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The Heathrow Airspace and Future Operations Consultation
is now open and running until 4 March 2019. It is seeking
feedback on proposed changes to our airspace and their
proposed future runway operations.

runways: the local factors which should be considered in
different geographic areas when designing new flight paths for
some arrivals on their existing two runways.

The consultation gives you the chance to have your say
on three key areas:

• Future operations for an expanded Heathrow: how
Heathrow could operate their three runways in the future, this
includes managing noise; respite through runway and airspace
alternation; directional preference and night flights.

• Airspace change for an expanded Heathrow: the local
factors which should be considered in different geographic
areas when designing future flight paths.

Web-link to the Consultation document:
https://feedback.heathrowconsultation.com

• Airspace change to make better use of the existing two

Getting serious about air pollution

Bakerloo Line extension –
let’s bring it to Sydenham

Until recently, Sydenham was seen as a healthy
area ‘over the hill’ and far away from the
fumes of central London. Now, even a wild
optimist can’t hide from the fact that we live in
a pollution black spot and things are likely to
get much worse in the coming years.

We are just ten years from
the opening of an extension
of the Bakerloo Line
from Elephant & Castle
to Lewisham. Four new
stations will be constructed,
two along the Old Kent
Road with further stations
at New Cross Gate
and Lewisham.

Recent news of the death of Ella Kissi-Debrah who
lived in Catford brought comments from Prof Stephen
Holgate, one of the UK’s leading experts on asthma and air pollution, that there was a
‘striking association’ between Ella's emergency hospital admissions and recorded spikes in
nitrogen dioxide (NO2) and PM10s, the most noxious pollutants. And here was a child where
most of her journeys to and from school weren’t on foot but in the back of the family car - a
reminder that it’s not just pedestrians but car-users who are also affected.
The common local perception is that all the busy roads aren’t in Sydenham but
elsewhere in south London. But that simply isn’t true. Sydenham Road carries 50 per cent
more traffic than the South Circular; the Bell Green gyratory system is busier than
the Elephant & Castle.
And it’s not just Sydenham Road that is getting busier. As more and more cars rat-run down
side roads to avoid the busy Sydenham Road, air pollution spreads to minor and residential
roads. For example, Perry Rise leading onto the Bell Green gyratory system, now carries
twice the traffic flow than it did seven years ago. Almost every ‘side’ road has become a
‘traffic run’, especially during rush hours.
And to make matters worse, the well-intentioned London Mayor’s scheme to extend
the pollution zone out as far as the South Circular will have unintended consequences for
Sydenham as polluting vehicles choose to travel along roads just outside the zone.
The Sydenham Society will organise a public meeting in the next few months to
discuss traffic pollution and what can be done about it.
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At New Cross Gate the new
station will be built alongside platform 1 allowing quick and easy access
from the current ‘surface’ station down to the new underground line.
Once the new line arrives we will have easy access to the heart of the
West End, Oxford Street and Paddington.
Lewisham and Southwark councils are now running a campaign to
extend the line from Lewisham to Hayes. This line would run along
the existing surface railway between Lewisham and Hayes and would
include Catford and Lower Sydenham stations.
Under this plan, the existing Lower Sydenham Station would be moved
to the rear of Sainsbury’s at Bell Green allowing better access for
passengers and a better link between buses and trains.
This is a huge opportunity to reinvigorate Lower Sydenham and
Bellingham and to put our area on the Underground map.
So get behind this plan by visiting:
www.backthebakerloo.org.uk and signing the petition.
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COME ALONG TO THE

SYDENHAM
ASSEMBLY

From

Ellie Reeves

AND HAVE YOUR SAY

I hope that everybody had a fantastic
Christmas and New Year.

The next Sydenham Assembly will be on Tuesday 5 March
from 7 – 9pm at the Sydenham Centre and YOU are vital in
shaping our plans at the round table conversations to agree practical
steps to improve Sydenham. The table topics will include the high
street, parks, youth activities, good neighbour/caring for older
people, planning, transport/parking, housing, fly-tipping/posting,
crime, the Arts and other issues you want to talk about.

As always, the Sydenham community did a fantastic
job in the run-up to Christmas with so many events and
community activities going on. I was very proud to help
with the countdown of the Christmas lights, which was
preceded by fantastic performances from the Our Lady
& St Philip Neri School Brass Band and the Cinderella
pantomime. I would like to thank all those who got
involved and made it such a special evening, especially
Deputy Mayor Chris Best for organising. Events like
these are fantastic for our community, and make us all
proud to call Sydenham home.

We will then review our current top five priorities which are:
•
•
•
•
•

MP

Bringing our community together
Health and Wellbeing
A vibrant high street
Cleaner streets, environment and ecology
Crime and community safety

In other good news, we have seen so many great new
additions to our high street in recent months. Many
of you will already be familiar with the Poodle Club
which is fast gaining a reputation on the London
comedy circuit, and the Ignition Brewery which
employs and trains people with learning disabilities to
brew and serve amazing beer. The Greyhound and St
Christopher’s Hospice charity shop have both recently
been refurbished and I was very pleased to attend both
of these openings. I am also pleased to see the wellestablished Mamma Dough pizza restaurant has just
opened its Sydenham branch at 299 Kirkdale.

The revitalising of Cobbs Corner continues with the opening of
Mamma Dough next to Nando’s, following the re-opening of
The Greyhound and the recent changes at Cobbs Café.
The Council’s Greenscene will be re-stocking the roundabout
with new plants.
I was delighted to cut the ribbon with Ellie Reeves MP following
the refit of St Christopher’s Hospice shop. Charity shops
have their place on our high street, offering very reasonably priced
pre-loved items as well as providing much needed income for the
charity – so please support and gift aid your donations.
The high street businesses welcome your continued support to
shop local as we want to ensure a thriving and vibrant high street. I
continue to chase for news on when the fit-out for the old Budgens
unit will begin and we can welcome a national chain. The new
building, Zanara Court, is due to open its doors to Dragonfly, a
sports shop and yoga studios, very soon. The basement will have
three studios for classes with a capacity of 70 people.

All of these serve as great examples of investment in our
high street and community.
However, sadly our Crown Post Office was recently
downgraded and put out to franchise, despite a strong
campaign to save it and more than 3,000 people signing a
petition to maintain the Post Office in its current form.

The Council continues to work with Southern Gas Network
on retaining the gasholders and future plans for Bell Green.
I am delighted to be involved with the proposed Masterplan for the
area and welcome the Discourse/Sydenham Society communityled initiative.

I can remember as a young girl using the Post Office,
it has always been such a huge hub of our community
so this news has been deeply upsetting. Worst of all,
franchising has been shown to lead to a lower standard of
customer service, poorer disabled access, longer queuing
times and less experienced staff with weaker job security.

As part of our work on obesity Lewisham is now a ‘Sugar Smart’
borough. We have been working with businesses on how they can
reduce sugar and salt in meals as well as asking them to sign up to
be Sugar Smart Champions. Lewisham has been awarded £10k to
abandon adverts for unhealthy foods so we are working with our
partners at Outsmart and JC Decaux to produce more suitable ads
for their notice boards across the borough.

I have made many representations to the Post Office
seeking assurances that this won’t be the case in
Sydenham. Last month I spoke in the debate on
‘Franchising of Crown Post Offices’ and called on the
Government to end this practice of turning its back on
our high streets and communities – you can see my full
speech at goo.gl/ZCUZKC.

Our free Easter Bonnet workshop and parade for children
on Easter Saturday 20 April is being planned. The workshops
are usually from 12 – 2pm followed by a parade up and down the
high street with our very own Easter Bunnies.

Much can be said about the transition to online
commerce, but if we want to protect our high streets
and communities one step that the government can and
should take is to stop franchising out our Post Offices. As
stated above, our community has been leading the way
by investing in and building the offering on our high
street, it’s now time for the Government to also step up
and commit to the same.

Please keep a lookout for the posters and more information.

Chris Best

Councillor for Sydenham Ward
and Chair of the Sydenham Town Centre Steering Group and SEE3
Deputy Mayor and Cabinet Member for Health and Adult Social Care
Telephone 020 8676 9516
cllr_chris.best@lewisham.gov.uk
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National Sports Centre

Perry Vale

NEWS
Autumn 2018 was a busy time for Perry Vale residents.
Having had to miss our assembly in November
following my hip replacement surgery, I was pleased
to be able to attend our ward’s inaugural Lighting of
the Christmas Tree with Carols on St. Nicholas’ Day,
Thursday 6 December.

déjà vu

This was held in the forecourt of Stanstead Lodge,
where the choirs of Kilmorie School pupils and Stanstead
Seniors entertained us. Everyone joined in the carol singing,
applauded when the tree was lit and Kilmorie pupils were
amazed when Father Christmas put in an appearance!

Following several rounds of discussions last year
with sports users and local residents about the
future of the National Sports Centre (NSC)
in Crystal Palace Park, a second open meeting
was held in February when the new plans for
the future of the site were explained.

Following this event’s success, ward councillors will be
making this an annual event for residents.
The last Perry Vale assembly was held on Thursday 7
November at Perrymount School. As this was our Project
Funding Vote Assembly it was well attended, with the
organisations applying for funding presenting their proposed
projects in the, always well received, marketplace stall
setting. As a one off, the organisations were also given two
minutes each to present and pitch their projects.

Concerns previously expressed about the possible loss of the
25m training pool and the indoor athletics track were allayed.
The Jubilee Stand is likely to be demolished and the indoor
track could be accommodated on this site with the hockey facility
moved to the other side of the swimming pool. This would open
up the large space under the main walkway to provide a central
hub, a proper entrance to the sports facilities, which would also
accommodate a lift to the upper level. The Athlete’s Lodge is also
likely to be demolished.
No longer considered to be a national facility, this venue would
become an important regional facility for Londoners and southeast residents. Seating capacity in the stadium would reduce
from 16,000 to 3,000, but additional temporary seating could be
brought in for larger events as and when necessary. The sports
facilities within the main building would be rationalised.
A planning process will now begin and funding will need to
be identified. The main NSC building is Grade 2* listed and
owned by the Greater London Authority and it sits in the centre
of Bromley’s Crystal Palace Park which is Grade 2* so, to
supersede the 2009 ‘Masterplan’ for the park which finally cleared
all legal hurdles in 2013, a lot of work now has to be done.
As someone who, in 1997, joined the Crystal Palace Campaign
which, in 2001, successfully stopped a Multiplex cinema (with
rooftop parking for 900 cars) being built on the ‘Top Site’ along
Crystal Palace Parade, and then went through a long process
of consultation with Bromley about the park’s future (including the
return of the NSC to Bromley in 2004 at the end of the 40year lease granted to Sport England), and spent the following
five years discussing the upgrade of the rundown NSC with the
London Development Agency (when the NSC, in turn, was
transferred to the Greater London Authority), in time for the
2012 London Olympics, when it became the home of the
Brazilian team in the run up to the Games, all the while waiting
for the final legal agreement to the 2009 Bromley Masterplan
for the park in 2013...
This really does begin to feel like a case of déjà vu.

After all the votes were cast, the successful projects were
announced and they were:
Natalie Wright’s NXT Steps RECLAIM project
which aims to address youth offending and gang violence in
the ward by working with the community and volunteers.
NXT Steps will be based at the Young Lewisham Project.
Young Lewisham Project whose young people will be
creating a garden complete with chickens.
Brent Knoll School’s February 2019
half-term holiday scheme for pupils.
A Grow Mayow garden area designed to demonstrate
and educate on the effects of climate change.
Perrymount Girls Football fitness programme
in partnership with four local primary schools.
Rockbourne Youth Club’s young volunteer
training programme.
Seniors Singing Out Loud’s purchase of
percussion instruments and a small CD player.
Street Trees for Living, which is currently replacing the
many trees lost from Perry Vale streets with appropriate
new trees – a project that I have been proud to be
personally involved with.
The other news from your Perry Vale ward councillors
is that our surgeries have relocated from St. George’s
Church, Vancouver Road to
MoonLane Books at 300 Stanstead Road.
Details can be found on the Lewisham Council website.

Councillor Susan Wise
Perry Vale Ward & Chair Housing Select Committee
Cllr_Susan.Wise@lewisham.gov.uk

Pat Trembath
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Sydenham Hill Ridge

Neighbourhood Planning Forum
Sydenham Hill Ridge
Neighbourhood
Planning Forum is
slowly coming to life in
this unique area which
shares the Ridge, its
steep upper slopes,
its dense woods, its
residential estates set
in open green spaces,
and its glorious views.
It is our vision to make sure those
who live, work and volunteer here can
have their voices about planning and
infrastructure issues not only heard,
but also drive decision-making across
our two local authority (Lewisham and
Southwark) boundaries.

The group have applied to Lewisham
Council for formal designation. This
would give them power to draft a
Neighbourhood Plan to reflect local
people’s vision for the area and,
if approved, carry real weight in
the planning process.
Local residents have been meeting and
holding walkabouts since last summer to
test out the level of interest locally and
to start to find out the issues that people
might want to see in a local plan.
The number of supporters keeps
increasing and their interests range
from looking after the unique woodland
and green space, the need for clean
air, more traffic calming on Sydenham
Hill, the history and character of the
ridge, public transport links in the area
(including the need to make Sydenham
Hill Station easier to get to and use),
affordable housing, improved signage,
as well as a desire to build a more
connected community on the ridge
and its upper slopes.

Local planning policy is under review
in Lewisham and Southwark and it is
therefore timely for a group that will
support local people to set out how
they see the future of their area.
Most immediately, the redevelopment
of Mais House, part of the City of
London’s estate on Sydenham Hill,
is pending. Planning Forum members
have been meeting with residents to
hear their views.
We are now engaged in gathering views
from others in the area.
There will be a series of events during
the coming year when people can share
views on recent developments and
development proposals on the ridge,
as a first step towards drafting a
plan in 2020.
These will include a guided walk
around the woods and green spaces
in May, and you can expect to see the
first Sydenham Hill Ridge Run later
in the year!
To find out more and get involved,
have a look at our website,
www.sydenhamhillridge.london
and sign up to join the mailing list.
Membership is open to anyone
who lives, works or volunteers
within the ridge area.

STREET TREES ARE GOOD FOR US
At the Dartmouth Road Street Party in
March last year I met Stuart Checkley
representing Street Trees for Living,
an association affiliated to the Brockley
Society which has worked with
Lewisham Council since 2012 to create
a public street-tree funding scheme.

and delicate canopy. In the autumn, council
workmen dug holes and planted stakes and one
day in November our trees arrived!
To celebrate their arrival we held a small street
party on 1 December with tree dressing,
a custom recently revived countrywide, to
express our thanks to the trees and build
community spirit
(see commonground.org.uk/tree-dressing-day).
At this event I was pleased to announce that
we had raised £1,340, enough to fund an extra
tree for next year. Other tree planting schemes
were run concurrently in the area – two trees
by Forest Hill Library called Ornamental Pear
(Pyrus Calleryana 'Chanticleer') and another one
further up Thorpewood Avenue (a Birch) and
also two Hawthorn trees (Crataegus Laevigata 'Paul's Scarlet')
in Mount Ash Road.
It is a testament to the enthusiasm of residents that this scheme has
succeeded and our area is richer for it.
For more information on how to to get your street trees go to:
streettreesforliving.org
Sue Grindlay

The scheme had been rolled out on the
Tewkesbury Lodge Estate in Forest Hill,
and in other parts of the borough, so there
was an established precedent.
Knowing that we had lost several trees
in our section of Thorpewood Avenue
(SE26), I began to talk to neighbours and
gauge interest in the scheme. I knocked on
doors and from the 24 houses I canvassed, fifteen replied positively
with pledges of between £10 to £275
(the cost of a tree). I was told we might expect to receive Assembly
funding to supplement the money raised.
By the end of May we had identified possible locations and residents
were approached to give consent to a tree outside their house. We
knew we could fund four trees, and Stuart had given me the names
of some suitable varieties. We decided to opt for the same tree in all
four sites to give cohesion to the scheme, and the Himalayan Birch
(Betula Utilis Jacquemontii) was chosen for its attractive white bark

Two hundred new trees have been planted in Lewisham this Winter
and over 600 have been planted since the scheme began.
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Bookshop Quiz

S P O N TA N E O U S P R O D U C T I O N S
in association with
KIRKDALE BOOKSHOP p r e s e n t s

For BOOK WEEK

WORD WEEK

Kirkdale Bookshop is also hosting a

Six events over eight days marking

‘SEARCH THE SHELVES’

World Book Day

quiz on Thursday 7 March at 7.30pm.
Come and wander round the shelves
to solve the clues set by our staff.

Friday 1 March 7.30pm – Kirkdale Bookshop

CLAIRE ADAM: GOLDEN CHILD (AUTHOR EVENT)

Teams of 2–4. Tickets £4 per person.

This Sydenham-based author’s first novel
is published by Faber & Faber. Free event.

Wine and nibbles included.

Saturday 2 March 8pm – Upstairs at the Sydenham Centre

BELL, ANTROBUS & FRIENDS
An evening of poetry headlined by Jo Bell (as seen in the
Nationwide TV ads) plus support from Raymond Antrobus, Gale
Burns and Connor Byrne. Tickets: £12 full price, £10 concessions.

Saturday 2 March 2 – 3pm – Upstairs at the Sydenham Centre

CHILDREN’S POETRY WORKSHOP
(for 8–13 year olds) Tickets:£7 per child.

Sunday 3 March 2 – 4pm – Upstairs at the Sydenham Centre

WRITE A POEM WORKSHOP

(for adults 16 plus) with Gale Burns
Tickets: £12 full price, £10 concs.
To book for either workshop: email workshops@
spontaneousproductions.co.uk

Thursday 7 March 7 – 9pm

KIRKDALE BOOKSHOP QUIZ:
‘SEARCH THE SHELVES!’
Tickets: £4 per person.

Saturday 9 March 7.30pm – Upstairs at the Sydenham Centre

Claire Adam – Golden Child

The very first rehearsed reading of...

Claire Adam spent her first 18 years in Trinidad,
then four years in America, but has now made
Sydenham her home.

THE MAGNIFICENT DEATH
OF HENRY FIELDING
by Jonathan Coe
Best-selling novelist
Jonathan Coe (‘What
a Carve Up!’, ‘The
Rotters Club’, ‘Number
11’) turns his hand to
drama, with this highly
entertaining tale of the last few
days in the life of the author of ‘Tom Jones’.
Featuring Robert Bathurst (from ITV’s Cold
Feet in the title role) and Annabelle Dowler (Kirsty from Radio 4’s
The Archers) Tickets: £16 full price, £12 concessions.

She spent five years writing Golden Child and was
delighted to have it accepted by the prestigious
publisher Faber & Faber.
It has also been chosen for Radio 4's Book At
Bedtime, starting on 25 February.
The novel is a powerful story of family tensions
and difficult choices, set against the beautiful, but
difficult, backdrop of Trinidad.
Join us at 7.30pm on Friday 1 March, as part of
BOOK WEEK, when Claire will be at Kirkdale
Bookshop reading from her acclaimed debut novel,
Golden Child.

To book online for the Jonathan Coe Play Reading
or Poetry Event visit:
spontaneousproductions.co.uk/
events/word-week-from-1-March-2019
Or book in person at Kirkdale Bookshop,
272 Kirkdale, SE26 4RS, tel. 020 8778 4701

Copies of Golden Child are now available at
Kirkdale Bookshop and Claire will be signing
books at the event. Entry is free, but we advise
that you book early.

Word Week is sponsored by Property World, Sydenham
Society, Woodfall Opticians and Gurkhas Restaurant

Email: kirkdalebookshop@hotmail.com
Telephone 020 8778 4701
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SYDENHAM SOCIETY
Ignition photograph Mark Drinkwater

REVIEW OF THE YEAR

Looking back
on the last year,
Annabel McLaren
finds reasons to be
cheerful in SE26!
Sydenham has a great sense of
community and, in 2018–19, this
was demonstrated by the number
of people who turned out at every
opportunity to support the wide
range of events on offer locally – from
the many families who supported
Halloween (at least 800 children), to the packed houses at
Spontaneous Production’s play about the life of Eleanor Marx.
Sydenham Arts notched up record numbers with their 2018
Summer Festival – now so successful that a season of classical
music concerts at St Bart’s Church began this autumn.
The Sydenham Film Club regularly attracts the crowds, with
monthly films ranging from European arthouse cinema to
Hollywood blockbusters.
The transformation of the Sydenham Centre into an accessible
community space has made much of this possible – and the
successful launch of the Taproom by Ignition Brewery is a fantastic
initiative. The fact that the lion’s share of the funding came via
crowdfunding is a great tribute to the local community. Judging from
the packed bar, Sydenham-ites are enjoying the locally produced
beer – now so successful that it’s on sale at the Poodle Club, Bob
Wines and The Greyhound!
Away from the high street, other Sydenham institutions continue
to flourish. Mayow Park celebrated its 140th anniversary with a
Victorian-themed ‘Lark in the Park’ event, and Sydenham Garden
made it onto BBC2’s Gardening World.

CONSERVATION & PLANNING
The year was dominated by developments at both ends of Sydenham –
from Sydenham Hill in the west to Sydenham Road and Bell Green in
the east. In July a group of residents living around Sydenham Hill began
to explore the possibility of setting up a neighbourhood forum to tackle
planning issues on both sides of the Sydenham Hill Ridge. This area of
SE26 falls within two boroughs – Lewisham and Southwark – and three
wards: Sydenham, Forest Hill and Dulwich Wood. Public meetings have
been held together with walkabouts to define the boundaries and an
application has been submitted to Lewisham Council for designation as a
Neighbourhood Forum and Area under the Localism Act.
We wish the group every success with this new venture!
Moving down the hill, the main focus of attention recently has been the
rebuild of Our Lady & St Philip Neri Primary School. Once the building
began to take shape, it became apparent that it differed in many ways
from the approved plans – and is more than a metre too high. A packed
meeting was held in July in Sydenham Library, attended by Lewisham’s
Head of Planning, Viv Evans, and chaired by Cllr Tom Copley. Viv
answered questions from many local residents and said that he expected
to see a retrospective planning application – and, if it did not address the
issues, the Council would consider taking enforcement action.
The Archdiocese of Southwark – who are responsible for the build –
subsequently commissioned new architects who unveiled their proposals
at a recent exhibition. These include new cladding, new windows in grey
steel, and changes to the front elevation to more closely replicate the
original plans. We are now awaiting the full planning application which will
contain more information about the proposed changes.
Coincidentally, on the night of the school meeting, we got the news that
the Bell Green gas holders – which had been reprieved for three months
following the sighting of peregrine falcons perched on top – were finally to
be demolished under Permitted Development. This has spurred us on to
work with Discourse Architecture in an attempt to create a communityled Masterplan for the area (see page 1 for the full story).

In July we met the owners and developers of the former Cobbs building
who showed us their proposals for a mixed-use residential scheme at
Regent House. The proposal is to refurbish, adapt and extend the existing
building to provide 35 flats and a studio space on the lower ground floor.
The New Generation Youth Centre (the TNG), Sydenham
The main entrance will be on Spring Hill, to allow this side of the building
Community Library, the Grove Centre and the Sydenham Centre to revive and provide better access to Sydenham station. The developers
were all venues for the tremendous range of activities that occurred will hold a public exhibition later this spring, before submitting their
in Lewisham’s first Fun Palaces weekend – with the highlight being planning application.
Full details will follow in our eNewsletter and on Twitter.
the visit of Milkwood the police horse to Home Park!
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SYDENHAM SOCIETY

ROADS & TRANSPORT

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Sydenham is heavily dependent on rail transport for travel into town or
to Croydon for work, school or entertainment. And that’s resulted in an
exponential rise in passenger numbers using the station.

The Sydenham Society’s 46th AGM will take place on
Tuesday 9 April at the Sydenham Centre, Sydenham Road
at 7.45 for 8pm. Please attend to hear about all of the interesting
work that has been going on in the last year and join us for a drink
and get-together once the formal proceedings are over.

Last year the station had 4.2m passengers – that’s around 12,000
journeys starting or ending there every day. To cope with increased
demand, Southern and London Overground have continued to increase
services. During the morning and evening rush hours, trains leave
Sydenham station in both directions at five-minute intervals.

Agenda
1 To receive the 2018 Accounts and Auditor’s report
2 To elect officers and members of the Executive Committee
3 To appoint an Auditor
4 Chairs’ reports
5 Any other business
Election of officers and members of the Executive Committee
Any member can be nominated for election as an officer or member of
the Executive Committee. Nominations must be seconded and have the
nominee’s consent. Nominations can be emailed to annabelmclaren@
gmail.com or posted to Annabel McLaren, 35 Bishopsthorpe Road
London SE26 4PA to arrive seven days in advance of the AGM.
The Society’s Constitution allows for 12 members plus officers.
In 2018/19 there were eight Executive Committee meetings.
Attendance was as follows:
Annabel McLaren 8/8		
Janice Brooklyn 7/8
Roger Feather 6/7		
Angela Hall 6/8
Barbara Kern 7/8		
Barry Milton 7/8
Ben Murray 5/8		
Steve Myles 6/8
Ilse Towler 7/8		
Gloria Watson 6/8
The Society has three sub committees which in 2018 were chaired by:
Barbara Kern Conservation & Planning Ilse Towler Roads & Transport
There has been a vacancy for the chair of the Events committee
since the last AGM.
The Executive Committee would like to put on record our warmest
appreciation for help over the past year from the sub-committee chairs
and their members:
Jackie Aldridge, Ruta Benetyte, Janice Brooklyn, Dave Colling, Julia
Farr, Angela Hall, Rosemary Linnell, Mary McKernan, Barry Milton,
Steve Myles, Brenda Renshaw, Ilse Towler and Pat Trembath.
We would like to thank our outgoing Treasurer and Membership
Secretary, Roger Feather, for the amazing work he has done over the last
19 years in keeping our finances in good order and our membership on
the rise. We wish him, and his wife Bev, all the best in their new home in
Hampstead.
We would also like to thank our eNewsletter editor Barry Milton and
Ben Murray, our social media guru. Huge appreciation also goes to
Angela Hall, Chair of the Sydenham SNT Ward Panel.
Great credit goes to the team who edit and produce the quarterly
Sydenham Society News: Editor Pat Trembath, Designer Jody HowardMcLeish and Copy Editor Pippa Moss. Together they do a fantastic
job marshalling an array of material and turning it into a crisp, colourful
publication of which we can all be very proud.
And finally we wish to thank Pat Trembath and her army of distributors
for their tremendous efforts in personally delivering Sydenham Society
News to all our members in Sydenham & Forest Hill.

And yet, many trains are still overcrowded!
Govia Thameslink Railway (GTR) proposed revising their timetable to
remove our direct service to East Croydon. We met with GTR and with
the help of our MP, Ellie Reeves, managed to restore most of the direct
services. We need more trains, not fewer!
In spring last year, London Overground announced that they intended to
close ticket offices at all Overground stations. After consultations (and a
local campaign led by the Society) Sydenham and Forest Hill ticket offices
were spared. TfL still intend to close 51 ticket offices including Penge
West, Anerley and Honor Oak Park.
As more than 600 people per day use the ticket office at Sydenham, it’s
essential that it remains open. Fortunately, local bus services continue to
improve. But we need more buses on routes like the 75 (our only direct
link with Lewisham). We’ve continued to campaign throughout the year
for a new bus shelter on Sydenham Road outside Boots.
The Society is also working with Lewisham Council to support the
campaign to extend the Bakerloo Line from Lewisham to Hayes.
To raise awareness, we held an open meeting in November focussing on
the Bakerloo Line, Crossrail and Thameslink. Jonathan Baggs from the
Institute of Civil Engineers gave a fascinating presentation to a packed
audience at the library. As air quality is moving up the agenda we’ll be
holding a public meeting on this topic in the near future.

EVENTS
During 2018-19 the Events Committee put together a programme of
interesting visits. Highlights included a guided tour of the Supreme Court
of Justice and visit to the Houses of Parliament, led by Ellie Reeves MP.
We went from ancient to modern in two trips to new developments –
at Merchant Square, Paddington Basin we strolled over the exciting
fan bridge, and at Bloomberg’s headquarters in the City we visited the
Roman temple dedicated to Mithras.
The exhibition ‘The Enchanted Garden’ at the William Morris Gallery in
Walthamstow brightened up a dreary day in December, and in January we
enjoyed a self-guided tour of the Wallace Collection.
Our Quiz Nite in September attracted a good crowd and raised £140 for
Sydenham Community Library.
A massive vote of thanks must go to the library and their wonderful volunteers
who keep this essential service going in these cash-strapped times.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

IN MEMORIAM

Many members will remember Marjorie as she had volunteered
at the Cancer Research shop for many years and, prior to that,
had owned dress shops in Sydenham Road.

Annual subscriptions to the Sydenham Society are due for payment every
January. Please help our new Treasurer, Richard Cory, by paying your
subscriptions now. If you haven’t already done so, it would assist us if you
could set up a standing order. Please complete the form on the inside
cover of this newsletter and send it to:
Richard Cory, 39 Tannsfeld Road SE26 5DQ
Alternatively you can download the form from the Sydenham Society
website and email it to Richard at: membership@sydenhamsociety.com
You can also go to our website and pay via PayPal.

Our thoughts go out to the families and friends of
James, Carmen and Marjorie.

Your continuing membership means a lot to us
Don’t let this be your last Sydenham Society News!

We were saddened in 2018 to hear of the deaths of three
long-standing members of the Sydenham Society
James and Carmen O’Kane, and Marjorie Marshall.
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SYDENHAM SOCIETY

Income and Expenditure Account

ACCOUNTS

for the year ended 31 December 2018

2017								
2018		
£								
£
			
Income							
4333		
Subscriptions					
4166.00		
385		
Donations						
425.06		
4752
34		
Interest on National Savings and Bank Accounts		
52.57		
4643.63		
								
			
Expenditure							
2708		
Printing and stationery					
2539.44		
160		
Postage and telephone					
241.98		
568		
Subscriptions including Civic Voice				
568.00		
40		
St Bart's floodlighting					
-		
153		
Insurance						
155.29		
240		
Equipment and website					
240.00		
250		
Sydenham Arts Festival					
350.00		
-		
In memory of Shirley Raynor
			
50.00		
-		
Bell Green development map				
328.06		
110		
Council election hustings/ICE meeting (net)			
38.57		
-		
St Philip Neri meeting leaflets				
150.00		
4453
224		
AGM						
165.00		
4826.34
										
299			
Excess of income over expenditure
				
-182.71
										
			
Balance sheet as at 31 December 2018 						
										
7248		
National Savings Investment Account			
7300.88		
9994
2746		
Cash at bank					
2501.74		
										
			
Less							
237
237		
Subscriptions in advance				
228.00		
9757											
										
			
Accumulated fund 31 December 2017			
9757.33		
			
Excess of income over expenditure 			
-182.71		
										
			
Balance 31 December 2018				
9574.62

9802.62

228.00
9574.62

H R Feather - Hon Treasurer										
I have examined the above Income and Expenditure Account and Balance Sheet with the books and records of the Society, and have obtained all
the information I require. In my opinion these financial statements give a true and fair view of the financial affairs of the Society as at 31 December
2018 and of the income and expenditure for the year then ended.
K Davenport - Hon Auditor							
Date: 1 February 2019

Sydenham Road

‘Best of
the Best’
Boots the Chemist (Store 829 in Sydenham Road) and its staff,
have recently been voted as the company’s
‘Divisional Store - London and Airports - of the year 2018.’

Congratulations!
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Since September last year we have had our Taproom open and been delighted to see
so many of you so often – please do continue to visit us!

We are open Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays

and easily found at the front of the Sydenham Centre (SE26 5QF).
We are a community focused, not for profit organisation and we want the Taproom to reflect this.
To that end, we have put together a tremendous calendar of activities and events that we will trial over
the coming months – if they prove popular they will stay!
If you would like to run a class or activity at the Taproom please let us know. This is all built on our
long-standing and outstanding class programme that has shown us the way things should work.

IGNITION TAPROOM
OPENING TIMES
THURSDAY 5-9pm FRIDAY 5-10pm
SATURDAY 2-10pm

Our full programme for the next
couple of months:
Whisky tastings
28 February and 28 March 7-9pm.
Tickets available from www.eventbrite.co.uk

In addition:
Monday
10-11am
Low Pressure Fitness and Post Natal Pilates
11.15am-12.15pm
Pilates with Kirsty
Tuesday
3-4pm Yoga for the flexibly impaired*
6-7pm Zumba*
7.30-9.30pm Salsa with Bailarbonito
Wednesday
4-6pm Creative Dance classes for Children
with Mala Cherga Theatre
7.30-9pm Iyengar Yoga with Cathy
Thursday
9am-noon Weekly coffee morning
- everyone welcome!

1-2pm Gentle Yoga with Rosie
5-9pm Taproom open
Friday
5-10pm Taproom open
Saturday
11am-12.15pm Yoga with Charlotte
2-10pm Taproom open
Sunday
10-11am Yoga with Charlotte
* new classes being trialled for Feb – all free!
There is also lots more going on at the
Sydenham Centre throughout the year.
Check our website www.ignition.beer,
Twitter @ignitionbeer and Facebook.

Look out for more special events
lined up at the Taproom, all welcome!

M e e t t h e I g n i t i o n B r e w e r y Te a m

Chris

Michael

Benedict

Joe

Nick

Michaela

Tash

Will & Nick

Sarah

Sydenham Arts Film Club: New year, new everything
Our January screening of
‘The Big Lebowski’ was
one of the club’s most
successful ever. Proving that
our choice to move under
the Sydenham Arts umbrella
was a good one, as it opened
our monthly screening to a wider, more diverse audience. It
was also a mutually beneficial one, as it gave the opportunity to
Sydenham Arts to engage with the local community on a more
regular basis, throughout the year.
Moving forward, we will endeavour to keep bringing films
with diversity in genre, theme, language and nationality to the
audience of south-east London.
A choice that is always integral to the club’s character, is
encouraging a dialogue and exchange of ideas for wellestablished cinematic gems or lesser known (but more than
worthy of discovery) treasures of the world cinema.
A case in point is our Thursday 28 February screening of the
Wim Wenders renowned 1987 masterpiece, ‘Wings of
Desire’ – an alternative love story for Valentine’s month. It
follows invisible-to-most immortal angels, falling in love with

some of us mere mortals,
in modern day Berlin.
Winner of the Award for
Best Director at the
Cannes International Film
Festival, and nominated
for a BAFTA for Best
Film not in the English
language, this is one of the
most beloved, irresistibly
attractive, and indescribably
fulfilling to both the eye
and the mind, cinematic
landmarks in history.
Don’t take our word for it. Come and experience it yourself.
Tickets are available on the door or at www.eventbrite.com
(just search for Wings of Desire for 28 February).
And keep watching the space at www.sydenhamfilmclub.org,
(soon to be integrated with Sydenham Arts at www.sydenhamarts.
co.uk) to be kept in the loop for our future screenings, as well
as all the exciting new plans, events and ideas Sydenham Arts
are developing. See you at the cinema!
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S y d e n h a m F i r s t Wo r l d Wa r s o l d i e r
c o m m e m o r a t e d i n Tu r i n , I t a l y
His awards include the
Distinguished Service Order
(DSO) and the Croce di
Guerra (Italia).

One hundred years ago,
on 10 December 1918,
Harry Edward Funnell,
a soldier from Sydenham,
died in Turin, Italy
where he is buried along with
15 other soldiers who fought
in the First World War.
Most of them, like Harry,
died from illnesses after
having fought ‘Away from the
Western Front’ –
the name of the project
responsible for researching
their stories and remembering
these men.

He died on 10 December
1918 whilst attached to the
General Headquarters Staff
(GHQ) in Italy.
The cause of his death was
recorded as pneumonia.
The soldiers, who are now
referred to as the ‘Turin Men’,
were remembered in Turin on
11 November 2018 by an Italian
teacher and her students who
have been working with ‘Away
from the Western Front’, and
learning about these men and
their lives during the war.

Harry Edward Funnell
was the son of Harry Thomas
and Catherine Falconer
Funnell, who in 1918 were
living at 6 Bishopsthorpe
Road, Sydenham.

Many of them, like Harry, sadly
died after the 1918 Armistice.
Lyn Edmonds, Project
Director, would like to make
contact with any of Harry’s
descendants to hopefully learn
more about him, and share
details of the commemorative
event which attracted much
publicity in Turin – in the
newspapers and on local TV.

Harry had enlisted as a
Private with the 14th London
Regiment (1735) in September
1914 and served in the First
World War with the naval
forces and the army, until his
death in 1918.
In March 1915, Harry was
commissioned into the Royal
Naval Division and served in
the Gallipoli campaign. He
became Temp/Lt. Commander
by the end of 1916 and at that time he transferred to serve
with the army.

Local historian Steve Grindlay
confirms that Harry’s mother,
Catherine, was still living at
6 Bishopsthorpe Road in 1954
so it is just possible local residents may remember her
and Harry’s descendants.

Harry then served as T/ Major with the Machine Gun
Corps and was mentioned in despatches in May 1917.

If you can help, please contact Lyn Edmonds at
lyn@awayfromthewesternfront.org
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Copy of a letter of appreciation sent to
Lewisham’s Head of Culture and Community
Development by one of our members
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The Dame Cicely Saunders

Concert Series
2019

This year’s long-established series of outstanding concerts, held at St Christopher’s
Hospice and featuring professional musicians from around the world, has begun.
Held on the first Thursday of each month at 7.30pm its future artists include:
7 March – St Bartholomew’s Quartet featuring Sydenham musicians
Tom Norris, Alastair Blayden, Ellie Norris and Eleanor Meynell playing Schumann’s
Piano Quartet Op. 47 in Eb and other works by Shostakovich and Mendelssohn
4 April – Ahmed Dickinson and Eduardo Martin,
Cuban guitarists playing a compilation of Eduardo’s works for two guitars where rock
merges with son montunos; old Yoruba chants, rumbas, funk-boleros and new age tunes
which sit alongside Cuban tumbaos.

Tickets cost £12 and include a glass of wine/fruit juice and canapés
and can be booked online at stchristophers.org.uk/tickets
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SYDENHAM COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Manager, Chrissie Masters, writes

LTB has given him back something he loves
doing. Local PC Shaun Rodway, Met Police,
Cllr. Jonathan Slater and Community
Connections have all shown interest in the
radio’s future development.

Sydenham Community Library continues to
serve the public through the hard work of the
volunteers, without them this would not be
possible, and I feel it important to recognise this
first and foremost.
Over the last few years, projects have
developed enabling people to engage their
creativity with others and to share information
or services – projects such as teaching IT,
learning English as a second language,
crafts, story, poetry and biography writing
for adults, adults and children’s book clubs,
and hearing aid help.

They hope to involve people of all ages –
particularly the youth who can be trained in
radio work to develop their own projects. Two
DJs will offer their time for music slots and
podcasts.
Thanks to Darren Taylor, whose company
oversees the running of the library, they have a
trial 3 months to get the radio off the ground.
Ilse, who has been volunteering at the library
since its inception in May 2011 is leaving. During
this time Ilse’s worked in the library, and also on
publicity and grants. We are very grateful for all
she has done for us and wish her well.
Currently we have 23 volunteers and we always welcome more.
Soon to start will be a college student for a 45-day mandatory
placement. Other shorter school placements will happen
throughout the year.

Our Christmas event went well and raised
over £200 for the library, with Santa being
very popular – thanks to Barry and Steve.
We also had a children’s Christmas party and a small one for
seniors.
The community radio is now ‘Love the Beat (LTB) Radio
Lewisham’ and has a new Director, Edmond, and Co-director,
Nathan who have lots of experience through their work in LTB
radio, Forest Hill. Ozey has joined them as Sydenham Manager.
Ozey worked in radio before a disabling accident, and joining

Lastly, to everyone who helps keep the library in operation by
providing a wide range of activities, a big ‘thank you’.
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DULWICH

NEWS FROM

Picture Gallery

Self-Portrait, 1896, Private Collection.

Harald
Sohlberg:
Painting
Norway

In February 2019 the Gallery will present the first ever
exhibition outside of Norway of Harald Sohlberg
(1869–1935), one of the greatest masters of landscape
painting in the history of Norwegian art. Timed to coincide
with the 150th anniversary of Sohlberg’s birth, it brings
together over 90 works, including archive material, to reveal
the importance of colour and symbolism in his art as well as
his unwavering passion for the Nordic landscape.

The big news at the Horniman this spring
is the recent opening of Brick Wonders.
This family-friendly exhibition uses 500,000
LEGO®bricks to create amazing wonders from
around the world including an ancient Egyptian
pyramid, Old London Bridge, a coral reef and
the International Space Station. More than 50
models are on show, including two specially-made
south London ‘wonders’ – the Horniman’s iconic
walrus and 1901 building.
Visitors can build their own brick wonders in
interactive play areas, and watch short LEGO®
animations in the mini-cinema.
Elsewhere in the galleries, stunning images by
photographer James Morgan focus on some of
the last true marine nomads, the Bajau Laut. For
centuries, this ethnic group of Malay origin, have
lived their lives almost entirely at sea. The Sea
Nomads exhibition, open until 23 June on the
World Gallery Balcony, highlights efforts to conserve
their culture and the spectacular underwater
environments they have long called home.
Human relationships with the natural world are
also at the heart of The Lore of the Land, in The
Studio until 2 June. The multi-sensory exhibition,
featuring 100 objects from the Horniman’s
anthropology collection alongside scent-dispensing
ceramic artworks and a soundscape based on
recordings of chemical processes in plants and trees,
was created by artist Serena Korda working with a
Collective of local community members.
South London’s diverse community is celebrated at
the annual Crossing Borders event on 2 March,
with free activities including workshops and arts
and crafts, organised in collaboration with local
organisations who work with refugees and asylum
seekers. Young people will also take centre stage
on 23 March at the Youth Takeover Family Day
with activities inspired by performance and part
of the Lewisham Live Festival. And on 20 and
27 April visitors can join an Outset Teen Tour,
designed and led by a young person, to get a fresh
perspective on the Horniman collections.
During the Easter break there is a Family Bat
Walk on 12 April, and of course, spring wouldn’t
be complete without the Horniman Easter Fair.
With craft workshops, storytelling, face painting, an
Easter trail and more, the fair on 20 and 21 April is
the perfect end to a fortnight of holiday activities.

The exhibition is arranged chronologically, tracing the breadth of
Sohlberg’s artistic career, from his earliest production as a twenty-yearold in 1889 through to the last year of his life, and reveals influences
such as Norwegian Naturalism and Neo-romanticism. Showcasing
his most accomplished works, including the atmospheric Fisherman’s
Cottage (1906) on loan from the Art Institute of Chicago, and arguably
his most ambitious work, widely considered to be the ‘national painting
of Norway’, Winter Night in the Mountains (1914).
Born in Kristiania (modern day Oslo) in 1869, he trained as a
decorative painter, before studying for short periods under fellow
Norwegian artists including Harriet Backer, Erik Werenskiold and
Eilif Peterssen and then went on to attend the art school in
Copenhagen, where he encountered the work of Paul Gauguin
and other Symbolist and Synthetist artists.
The exhibition begins with two accomplished self-portraits, and
considers Sohlberg’s identity and early development; in particular,
how he found his subject in the Norwegian landscape. It highlights
the significance and emergence of colour in his work as well as the
influence of Symbolist art and thinking, particularly in his exploration of
the popular, and mysterious, 19th-century theme of the mermaid.
Although Sohlberg studied and travelled abroad, it was in the villages
and nature of Norway that he truly found his voice. The exhibition
gives particular focus to Sohlberg’s paintings in and around the small
mining town of Røros, now a UNESCO World Heritage site. Røros
sits high on the mountain plains of central Norway where he lived with
his wife from 1902-1905, and the town’s colourful, wooden houses –
in stark contrast to the bright, white snow – inspired a large body of his
paintings and studies including Street in Røros in Winter (1903).
The exhibition culminates with a room dedicated to Sohlberg’s time in
the Rondane mountains and his most famous work, Winter Night in
the Mountains, finished in 1914, takes centre stage. It took 14 years to
complete, and several studies on display will offer a rare insight into his
creative process, revealing his near lifelong obsession with the subject
and the physical extremes of his approach to painting.

Street in Røros in Winter, 1903, The National Museum of Art, Architecture and Design, Norway.
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Forest Hill

Bowling
Club
125th

Anniversary
(1894 – 2019)

Our club is celebrating its 125th Anniversary this year
and we will be holding three Special Celebration
Matches as well as other events throughout the
summer season.
Why not come along and try bowls?
It is a sport and pastime for everyone. You can make
new friends and spend summer afternoons and
evenings in safe and pleasant surroundings. We have
qualified bowls coaches to offer assistance to those
who have not bowled before, or to support those
with some previous experience.
Our outdoor season starts on Saturday 20 April and
runs until Sunday 22 September.

From the beginning of May we meet for practice, skills
and coaching on Tuesdays and Fridays at 5pm.
The Club Members play matches on Wednesday
afternoons, Thursday evenings, and also Saturday and
Sunday afternoons.
Why not pop along and see for yourself.
CONTACT US

28 Wynell Road, Forest Hill, London SE23 2LW
Club phone 020 8699 2096 (leave a message)
or call Peter on 01689 482484
or Glenys on 020 8291 0125
Website www.foresthill-bowling-club.com

DAT E S F O R YOUR DIARY
Visit the Benjamin Franklin House

Sydenham Assembly

Wednesday 13 March 2pm
For nearly sixteen years between 1757 and 1775, Dr
Benjamin Franklin – scientist, diplomat, philosopher, inventor,
Founding Father of the United States, signatory of the American
Declaration of Independence – lived at 36 Craven Street in
London. While he may have been in London as chief colonial
diplomat, his time here encompassed much more than politics.
The world’s only remaining home ( Grade 1 listed) of
Benjamin Franklin, opened to the public for the first time on
17 January 2006, Franklin’s 300th birthday, as a dynamic
museum and educational facility.
Please register your interest in this visit with Pat Trembath
(pattrembath@gmail.com) by 6 March latest.
Full details will be advised nearer the date.

will be held on Tuesday 5 March at the Sydenham Centre,
Sydenham Road from 7–9pm.

Bellingham Assembly
will be held on Wednesday 27 March – venue to be confirmed.

Forest Hill and Perry Vale Assemblies

have been held during February prior to distribution of the
Sydenham Society News.

Woodpecker Walk with London Wildlife Trust
at One Tree Hill Wednesday 20 March 8–9.30am
Meet at the gates to St Augustine Church, SE23 3LE

London Wildlife Trust Workday
at Hillcrest Woods

Sydenham Society Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 9 April, 7.45 for 8pm at the Sydenham Centre,
Sydenham Road. Full details on p.9

Saturday 23 March 11am–3.30pm
Please text Edwin (07891 837 120) or Sam (07734 599 286)
if you are coming so that sufficient tools and refreshments are
available for the volunteers

Tour of the Oval Cricket Ground
Wednesday 1 May at 11.30am – early notice!
A 90-minute guided tour of the Kia Oval Cricket Ground, home
of Surrey CCC & England, to include: coffee in the Members’
Room on arrival, tours of the Commentary Box and the players’
dressing rooms (if not in use on a match day) – £10 per head
(concessionary rate). Please register your interest in this visit
with Steve (swmyles@aol.com).
Full details will be advised nearer the date.

Sydenham Garden’s Spring Fair & Plant Sale
Saturday 11 May, 11am
‘Springy’ family friendly activities, food, music and a
sneak peek into our gardens.
Admission: £1 or 50p for concessions.
Entrance: 28a Wynell Rd, SE23 2LW

!

SYDENHAM SO C I E T Y M E M B E R S H I P F O R M
Annual cost of membership
Individual (includes partner)		
Senior citizen (includes partner)
Postal member (includes partner)

Renewal is due in January. Postal members are those resident outside
SE23 and SE26 post codes. Subscriptions can be paid by cheque or
standing order. Please make cheques payable to The Sydenham Society.

£6.00 per year
£5.00 per year
£8.50/£7.50 per year

Bank details for The Sydenham Society standing order

Name

Name of your bank/building society

Address

Address of your bank/building society
Account number
Signed

Post code
Tel day

Sort code

Your name (please print)

Tel eve

Please pay the Sydenham Society (Lloyds Bank plc, Sydenham Branch,
Sort Code 30-98-42, Account no. 00524410) the sum of £8.50/£7.50/£6/£5
(please delete as appropriate) on 5 January each year until further notice.
This replaces any standing order in favour of the ‘Sydenham Society’.

Email

Please tick here if you would like to receive our weekly email
newsletter which gives you news and events from the local area.
Please return to: Richard Cory, 39 Tannsfeld Road SE26 5DQ Tel: 020 8778 5007 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com
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A week later the action moved to the Sydenham Centre with four more free
performances of Cinderella. The panto proved so popular that unfortunately some
families had to be turned away as each performance had a full capacity audience.

After the panto came communal carol singing outside the Centre, accompanied
by Our Lady and St Philip Neri School’s amazingly talented brass band.
The High Street celebrations were completed with a count-down to the tree lights
turned on by Ellie Reeves, MP for Lewisham West and Penge.
Finally, the action arrived in Kirkdale High Street where, following some enthusiastic
renditions of our favourite Christmas carols, Ellie Reeves did the honours again and
counted down the illumination of the Christmas tree.
Many thanks to everyone who took part this year and helped to make these events
enjoyable and memorable.
Heather Mallinder

W E L C O ME TO NEW MEMBE RS
A warm welcome to the following new members
Mr & Mrs George Bray
Mary Crowley

Winnifred Higgins
Ignition Brewery

Chris Johnson
Jonathan Kaufman

Shirley McIndoe
Gillian Mullane

David & Michelle Paul
Mavis Sherman

Please note that subscriptions for 2018 are now overdue. Many thanks,
Richard Cory, Treasurer, 39 Tannsfeld Road SE26 5DQ. Tel: 020 8778 5007 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com
Membership cards: we agreed at the 2015 AGM that to lower costs we will only issue membership cards when you pay your subscription
in cash or if you send a self-addressed envelope.

www.sydenhamsociety.com
Covering all aspects of local community matters

Member of the London Forum

Member of Civic Voice

Cinderalla photography Mark Drinkwater

Christmas celebrations were held all over Sydenham this year. Beginning in
Sydenham Library where, following the December Ward Assembly attended by
the Mayor Damien Egan, Lewisham’s Deputy Mayor, Councillor Chris Best and
local Councillor Tom Copley joined residents to celebrate switching on the tree
lights. The library hosted the first performance of Cinderella, a pantomime created
and produced by Spontaneous Productions, as well as a lantern-making workshop
for younger children, complete with a visit from the Lewisham Usherettes.

