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Improving Sydenham Station

The Sydenham Society and the Sydenham Assembly are working together
to revitalise Sydenham Station and the station entrances.

Helped by a grant from Arriva (who run the Overground network on behalf of the London Mayor) a group of volunteers has already begun work on station enhancements.
The idea is to brighten up the station for the 12,000 daily passengers who use it and to highlight events going on in the area.

planters are to be placed on platforms and close to the
display of travel posters will remind passengers about
• Flower
• Athechanging
entrances at Sydenham Station Approach and Peak Hill Gardens.
destinations – Brighton, the South Downs and central London,
for example – that can be reached from the station.
There’s £600 to spend on plants and flowers courtesy of Arriva.
• Noticeboards at both entrances and along Sydenham Station
It’s not too late to help out with this exciting project.
• Approach will be installed to keep locals up to date with cultural Contact chair@sydenhamsociety.com for further details.
events, Assembly meetings and happenings on the high street.

FROM ELLIE REEVES MP
In September 2017, proposals were put forward by TfL and Arriva Rail
London to close 51 London Overground ticket offices across the
Overground network in a cost-saving exercise. This would have made
it extremely hard for passengers to purchase more sophisticated tickets
such as add-on rail tickets (if travelling outside of the TfL zones) and get
advice on tickets and fares. Passengers would also have been unable to
find the tickets they wanted on a ticket machine and the limited number of
machines could increase concourse congestion and delays.
Locally, these proposals would have closed ticket offices at Penge West
and Anerley resulting in local residents travelling a considerable distance
to Sydenham or Norwood Junction for assistance with tickets or to
purchase more complex tickets.
London TravelWatch’s consultation indicated that just 24 of the ticket
offices should remain open, resulting in the closure of Penge West
and Anerley. Following meetings with the Sydenham Society, I made
strong representations to the Deputy Mayor for Transport against these

Barry Milton Roads and Transport Committee

proposals, and also met with the Sydenham Society and representatives
from TfL and Arriva Rail to discuss this matter.
Following this, and after consultation feedback from rail industry bodies
and the public, the Mayor of London has announced that there will be
additional funding to help keep all 51 offices open.
The best news is that the busiest stations will keep their usual hours.
At quieter stations, such as Penge West and Anerley, ticket offices will be
open from 07:30 – 10:00 Monday to Friday, and longer where customer
demand is over 12 transactions an hour.
The specific times for each station are still being finalised and will be
discussed with trade unions before being published. Assurance has been
given that when the ticket offices are closed there will be no reduction in
staffing at stations.
Passenger numbers for the Overground are increasing every year so
access to this service should not be restricted. I am very pleased by the
Mayor's decision and would like to thank members of the Sydenham
Society who helped campaign with me on this issue. The result goes to
show that getting involved and making your voice heard can go a long way.
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WAS THIS YOU?
Quite recently, someone left this framed photo of
Shilling Green (the large bungalow-type building opposite
St Bart’s Church) in its porch, in a carrier bag.
There was no note of explanation of who left it, or
where it came from. It looks as though it could have been
taken in the ’70s or ’80s? It has been taken from a great
height and we have been wondering whether it could
have been taken from the top of the church tower?
Any clues would be appreciated. We'd especially like to
thank whoever left it and would be glad to know more.
Caroline Harris (carolineharris321@gmail.com)
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ARTICLES PLEASE!
If there is something you would like the society to tell everybody, or a local issue you
feel strongly about, please send your article, maximum 300 words, to the editor.
Sydenham Society News is read by many local residents, old and new,
so please spell out all acronyms and explain anything that a newcomer
might not understand.
All articles are subject to editing by the Editorial Team.
Email your article to the Editorial Team at:
news@sydenhamsociety.com or send hard copy to
97 Longton Grove SE26 6QQ

Penge and Cator Ward
Katherine Bance Kevin Brooks Peter Fookes
Southwark Councillors
Town Hall Peckham Road SE5 8UB
020 7525 5000
Dulwich Wood Ward
Catherine Rose Andy Simmons

O T H E R C O N TA C T S

Disclaimer The views expressed in articles are those of named contributors and
should not be regarded as statements of policy of the Sydenham Society.

Sydenham Neighbourhood team
email sydenham.snt@met.police.uk

E-NEWSLETTER

phone 020 8649 3598

In an emergency dial 999
For non-urgent police matters: www.met.police.uk/report or dial 101
For environmental noise nuisance call:
Lewisham Council 020 8314 6000
Bromley Council 020 8464 3333
Southwark Council 020 7525 5000

Keep informed about news and events in SE26 – sign up for the Sydenham Society
eNewsletter by visiting
www.sydenhamsociety.com
Send us your email address and you’ll be sent our regular eNewsletter packed
with local news and information about what’s going on in Sydenham and the
surrounding area.

T h e d e a d l i n e for articles for the next newsletter will be Friday 9 August 20 1 9
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c Natasha Barton, natashabarto prints.blogspot.uk

BELL GREEN MASTERPLAN
Our emerging ‘Masterplan’ is now on the agenda for the Mayor and councillors
In order to get local people involved, we would
like to arrange a joint Bellingham / Perry Vale /
Sydenham community meeting as soon as possible,
and are just waiting for the local councillors of
these wards to agree on a suitable date and venue.
Councillors are asked to include news and
updates on the local ‘Masterplan’ in their routine
communications with residents; this will be local
residents’ main conduit of information due to the
lack of a budget for posters or other publicity.

The 2006 S.106 agreement renews the 1993 agreements
with some modifications, which included:
• Modification of the Southend Lane Bridge contribution,
allowing Lewisham to merge the fund with the accessibility fund,
which covered pedestrian safety and access to the retail site.
• Perry Rise was to have £45,000 of safety features, including
a raised zebra crossing just above the new Brent Knoll School.
There are just two small pedestrian refuges further up Perry
Rise, which don’t slow the traffic at all. None of the intended
pedestrian crossings were delivered on the required desire
lines; pedestrians are expected to fit around the needs
of vehicles.

We are fortunate in having Len Duvall, our London Assembly
member, keen to help get things moving at City Hall, and with
TFL. He recently came for a walk around Bell Green, where he
was shown the pedestrian and public transport access issues, and
told about the Section 106 (S.106) planning conditions which
have not been delivered (see below).

• A green walk crossing the site from Bell Green to the Linear
Park was always a condition of planning, linking with Miall Walk
by a crossing, between the two new housing blocks, Orchard
Court and Peartree Court, and onwards in a green path to the
Linear Park. What happened to this?
As the gasholders are now being dismantled it would appear
that the former gasworks site is being looked at as a site for
housing development. The Sydenham Society fought for ‘mixed
use’ development at Bell Green from the earliest days. We now
want to ensure that all residents have proper infrastructure,
green spaces and access to transport, schools and health care. It
is obvious to us that a ‘Masterplan’ for the area is extremely
important and needs to take into account the views of local people
who live and work in the immediate area.

The conditions for pedestrians walking under the Southend
Lane railway bridge were of particular interest, especially in the
light of current concerns about the poor air quality exposure of
children travelling to school.
The Gyratory Road system which was widened to ‘improve the
anticipated increased traffic flow’ as a result of the Phase 2 planning
approval (B&Q, Curry’s, Next etc) has led to 5 lanes of traffic at
certain points, an urban motorway, with virtually no improvement
for local residents’ pedestrian requirements to access the doctors’
surgery, Haseltine School, the retail park or, indeed, the lovely
Linear Park to the rear of Sainsbury’s along the treeless dreary
Spine Road. The new Aldi, now fitting out, will no doubt attract
even more traffic into the area.

Most documents referred to above are accessible online, but
Lewisham’s planning database is confusing, especially for Bell
Green and the maze of multiple applications.
Go to https://planning.lewisham.gov.uk/online-applications/
and search for DC/05/059375, which gives you a roundup
of decisions to 2011, with the Planning Inspector’s report and
Secretary of State’s decision in 2006.

There have been long-standing concerns that over £1m, ringfenced for widening the Southend Lane Bridge in 1993 under the
Section 106 (S.106) agreement, was paid, but has not been used.

If you have legal, planning or traffic expertise and have ideas about
how the area around Bell Green could be improved,
we would love to hear from you. Please get in touch with
chair@sydenhamsociety.com

S.106 is the list of conditions on which developments may
proceed, and specifies money to be put aside for specific
purposes. The Sydenham Society’s questions have prompted a
review of the S.106 money relating to Bell Green by Lewisham
Planning; in the meanwhile, we have been digging in the archives
to preview some evidence to be considered. Nearly all the issues
relate to Lewisham Highways, and the non-provision of many
of the improvements as required.

STOP PRESS As we go to press the Mayor of London’s
report on the Air Quality around Haseltine School on Stanton
Way has come to light - saq_report_-_haseltine_lewisham_
updated_09-05-18_may_final_glamrc.pdf
it needs to be taken very seriously by Transport for London and
Lewisham Council. It graphically shows why there must be an
urgent rethink of traffic management around Bell Green.

As an example of the importance of this information here are
some details about pedestrian issues:
Southend Lane Bridge and Perry Rise safety features:

A local Masterplan with input from residents who live
and work around this area is long overdue.

The 1993 S.106 agreement makes a straightforward payment
from British Gas to pay over £1,034,000 to Lewisham, towards
the widening of the bridge.

Annabel McLaren Chair, Sydenham Society
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Open Gardens
FESTIVAL
The Open Gardens Festival from
Sydenham’s local hospice, St Christopher’s,
presents a unique opportunity to discover
the hidden horticultural delights of some
beautiful local gardens.
The festival runs from May to September, so there’s
plenty of time to explore.

woodlands, 15a Sydenham Hill is a hillside garden
set over a third of an acre and 18 Sydenham Hill is
surrounded by woodland and features 24 different species
of trees. All gardens are in easy walking distance of each
other and two will have musical entertainment and plant
sales. An afternoon exploring gardens would not be
complete without a stop for tea and homemade cake
which will be served at Wood Cottage.

Sunday 9 June (2–5pm) we are delighted to feature
three beautiful gardens in a Sydenham ‘Safari’.
Entry is £7 (for all three gardens) and children are free.

All proceeds go to St Christopher’s Hospice
to help continue caring for and supporting
people across South London.

The gardens can be found at
Wood Cottage, Dome Hill Park SE26 6SP,
15a Sydenham Hill SE26 6SH and
18 Sydenham Hill, SE26 6SR
(entrance point is at 15a Sydenham Hill).

For more information on these gardens or others
taking part in the Open Gardens Festival please visit
www.stchristophers.org.uk/opengardens
Could you open your garden for St Christopher’s?
If you would like to find out more about how to get
involved next year, please contact
Tracy Blackmore on 020 8768 4573 or at
t.blackmore@stchristophers.org.uk

Each garden is quite different; all are peaceful, well
cared for, and inspirational in their approach to design.
Wood Cottage nestles in a secluded lane backing onto

South London Community Music
To celebrate 24 years of making music,
and to mark the retirement of Bob Bridges,
the conductor of its two bands, the South
London Jazz Orchestra and South London
Symphonic Winds, as well as its choir
London Sings, are holding a gala concert
at All Saints Church, Lovelace Road, West
Dulwich, SE21 8JY on Saturday 8 June.

Do come and join the night of celebration as
both bands and the choir (some 200 members)
toast the achievements of the SCLM during its
24-year history, and in particular the passion and
leadership of Bob Bridges, who has been the
driving force of the charity since its inception,
until his retirement in 2018.

More details and how to buy tickets (£10, £8) can be found by searching for
‘SLCM Gala Concert’ at www.eventbrite.co.uk
4
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Proposed scheme to reinforce
20mph speed along Sydenham Hill
The London Borough of Southwark traffic
engineers have put forward a scheme to reinforce
the 20mph speed limit in Sydenham Hill between
Westwood Hill and Crescent Wood Road (east)
using speed tables.

long. The on/off ramps at each end of the speed tables
would slope at 1 in 20. Some of the speed tables would
also act as informal crossing points and have tactile
paving on the footway on each side.
Normal speed humps cannot be used on bus routes
and the speed tables being proposed are considered a
good alternative for effective speed reduction.
London Borough of Lewisham engineers have met
with the Southwark engineers and are broadly in
support of this scheme subject to agreement of the
detailed design and consultation with local people.

Sydenham Hill forms a boundary between the
boroughs of Southwark and Lewisham and there is an
agreement between the two boroughs that Southwark
takes responsibility for all the maintenance and any
upgrade along this road.
The speed tables would be 75mm high and around 5m

Our Lady & St Philip Neri
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Local residents will be aware that the
new school building we see on Sydenham
Road has not been built to the approved
plans and that Lewisham Council has
been discussing the planning breach with
the Archdiocese over the past year.

school building in order to reflect what has been built, and to
include elements of design negotiated with the Council through
the pre-application process. The applicant has declined to
submit a full planning application as requested. We therefore
instructed counsel to give us legal opinion on our options with
respect to the Section 73 application, which was received last
week. We will shortly decide on the most appropriate, lawful
course of action and provide a further update at that juncture.
Enforcement action at the site remains a viable option.

Following a public consultation last November when the
architects showed local residents their plans for remediation,
Lewisham Planners have been awaiting a full planning
application from the applicant for due consideration.

The application that has been received is currently ‘invalid’ and
further information is required to be submitted before it will
become a valid application for determination. We await further
submissions from the developer in due course.

The following statement has recently been received
from Lewisham Council:

Cllr Tom Copley, Chair of Sydenham Assembly,
advises that he will provide a further update at the
Sydenham Assembly on Saturday 8 June,
should there be any more developments by that date.

The Council has received an application under Section 73 of
the Act, seeking to vary the existing planning permission for the
5
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Commemorating

Sydenham Common

James Pringle painting: In the painting the track going down the hill to the Greyhound is now Kirkdale, and the track across
the bottom of the picture is Sydenham Hill. The large reservoir on the left was used to top up the Croydon Canal.
Streams flowing down the hillside to the Pool River were diverted to feed the reservoir.
The line of trees going from Kirkdale across the common towards what is now Westwood Hill was, even in 1812, known as Jews Walk.

B

etween 1810 and 1819, Sydenham lost
a ‘green jewel’, a 500-acre common,
in a lengthy process of ‘enclosure’.
This event 200 years ago would permanently take
away access to our natural landscape and a certain
way of life, and set the course for the eventual
creation of the suburbia we recognise today.
To contemplate this loss requires a leap of the
imagination, as it seems there are so few clues left
until you start to look for them.

countryside in his part of America. This house was a
hotspot for such visitors, and one of the more accessible
centres of a complex social network in Sydenham.
His distant cousin was society hostess Lady Charlotte
Campbell, who was the daughter of the 5th Duke of
Argyll and lady-in-waiting to Princess Caroline.
She was keeper of an anonymously published series of
diaries, among which records the first known written
encounter with William Blake. Lady Charlotte lived in a
mansion house called Westwood House, where a fine
grove of elm trees had been planted in an avenue for an
earlier owner, and led towards the centre of the mansion –
today we know this as Jews Walk.
In what seems like an improbable twist,
Eleanor Marx, who would live in Jews
Walk much later, is also descended from
the House of Argyll – which we know
because Karl Marx was questioned by
police when he pawned his wife’s silver.
The crest of the House of Argyll
was identified on the silverware and
Jenny Marx had to explain that her
great-grandmother was a Campbell.
These little vignettes transport us back to a completely
different age, yet something recognisable to visitors of
Hampstead today. The thought that we, in south-east
London, have lost something the equivalent of around
two-thirds the size of Hampstead Heath, is lamentable.
But the works, letters and diaries of contemporaries mean
that we can piece together a substantial picture of life in
Sydenham and Forest Hill at that time.

When you next pass The Greyhound
pub in Sydenham, be sure to read the
interpretation plaque that accompanies
the large mural facing Sainsbury’s.
And, if you stand in Sydenham
Wells Park, you can experience the
gentle undulating hills which once
characterised the Sydenham Common,
a space about 25 times larger than the
park. Just imagine the park before its
neat horticulture, a place where animals
grazed and some ramshackle buildings provided shelter;
you might capture something of the common, which was
previously called Westwood Common.
We know that in 1813 Washington Irving visited the poet
Thomas Campbell in Sydenham. Campbell’s house
on Peak Hill overlooked the Common and the reservoir
which topped up the Croydon Canal and Irving was
surprised and delighted that it reminded him so much of the
6
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We can verify many of the described locations by crossreferencing them, and plotting them by using online maps
spanning the last two centuries. We are living with the
paradox that, if we piece together the evidence, we would
come to know more about life around
Sydenham Common than would have
been known to its most observant and
well-connected residents.

One special space that sits within the former Common
at the very boundary of SE23 and SE26 is Albion
Millennium Green, a gift from the nation. 'Albion' was one
of 245 green spaces across England that was created under
the Countryside Agency’s Millennium
Greens Scheme, with funding from the
National Lottery to commemorate the
year 2000. We have been working with
volunteers to secure the future of the
Green and its health, and we know that
to continue this we must appeal to our
collective sensibilities.
The Green (like the Common once
before it) is something we all need to
look after, for the benefit of everyone.
Being located so close to Forest Hill
Library and Pools, it feels like it is our
own village green even though it seems so
much like a secret garden. It is even used for
'Forest School' activities, which combine
outdoor learning with appreciating nature.
The Friends of Albion Millennium Green would like to thank
all our visitors, volunteers and supporters, for keeping alive
such a vision – not just as a 'Sleepy Hollow' but as our
very own part of 'England's Green and Pleasant Land'.

The capability of Wikipedia to provide
this type of evidence has been a sea
change in the fortunes of local historians.
We can be grateful to the voluntary
contributors to Wikipedia and reflect on
the fact that it is founded on a model
called ‘Creative Commons’, which
itself draws from the original traditions of
‘commoning’, showing the reinvention of
this deep-rooted need.
In July 2019 London will be designated
as a National Park City, exactly 200
years after the final enclosure of Sydenham Common.
London National Park City is a place, a vision and a
movement to improve life in London. It will encourage
us to enjoy being outdoors more and help to make our
city greener, healthier and wilder.

Andrew Orford, Friends of Albion Millennium Green

I think Forest Hill and Sydenham should seize this
opportunity to celebrate the launch and commemorate the
Common by promoting the understanding of, and public
access to, our local nature. In June, the London Festival
of Architecture will explore its theme of ‘Boundaries’.

Original article first published in the Forest Hill Society Newsletter
March 2019 (www.foresthillsociety.com/2019/03/200th
-anniversary-of-enclosure-of.html)
Find out more about London National Park City at
www.nationalparkcity.london
Ed: The Inclosure (Enclosure) Acts were a series of Acts of Parliament that
empowered enclosure of open fields and common land in England and Wales,
creating legal property rights to land that was previously held in common.
Between 1604 and 1914, over 5,200 individual enclosure acts were passed,
covering 6.8 million acres (2,800,000 ha; 28,000 km – source Wikipedia).

I wonder if we can somehow work towards
physically marking the historic boundary of the Common,
perhaps (eventually) permanently and, in doing so,
use social media to welcome in the National Park City?
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SYDENHAM ARTS
LAUNCHES PUBLIC APPEAL
FOR FUNDS
After 10 years of innovative and successful summer festivals Sydenham Arts has
made a transition to year-round programming, moving away from our festival model;
giving a greater opportunity for consistency, quality programming and optimum use
of the Sydenham Centre as full-time residents, and we are very excited!
We have been trialling our new programming since October,
with monthly film nights and the launch of our Chamber
Music concerts at St Bartholomew’s Church with local musicians
enSEmble26, with great success.
As a multi-arts organisation, we have begun our Platform Series
and we have plenty coming up in the next few months, with
dance, literature, photography, music and spoken word.
Our launch of Platform has already brought us local photographer
Rachel Rimell and her exhibition ‘Tattooed Mothers’ at
On the Hoof.
At the end of May we bring a brand new piece written for us by
Fiona Harper. ‘Under the Horse’ is a poem brought to life
through physical theatre and dance. The poem is dedicated to
Emily Wilding Davison, an amazingly brave suffragette who
fought and died for votes for women in Britain.
Our 2019 programme also brings outreach to local primary
schools with artist, Julie Bennett, our Speakers in Schools
at Sydenham Girls Secondary, GCSE Art presentations
with Forest Hill Boys during the Artists Trail (see opposite for
more details), our Moving with Parkinson’s workshops,
and also offering a dedicated programme to our plus 60s
generation with #Sixty.

We need your help!
We have worked very hard behind the scenes to bring you this
diverse programme, reaching as many of our local residents as
possible. All of the above programme is supported by project
funding from the Arts Council, The Lucille Graham Trust
and various local grants, as well as support from our generous
sponsors: PropertyWorld and CKB Estate Agents.
Despite our best efforts to ensure we can deliver this amazing
programme, we have recently been told that
our entire core funding from Lewisham Council
has been reduced to zero for the next three years.
So, critically, we need a steady income of an additional £15,000 a
year to plug this gap. For us it’s crunch time.

Support the Arts on your doorstep!
As a charity, we rely on grants, sponsorship, income from ticket
sales and donations. One way to support us is to simply buy a
ticket and come to our events. There are lots to choose from.

Another way is to donate to keep us alive and kicking
sydenhamarts.co.uk/donate
As a registered charity (no.1161590) we can claim Gift Aid
on donations.
A monthly donation of £6 with Gift Aid would provide
£7.50 each month towards our costs.
If 150 people pledged to give £10 each month, we would
easily meet the target of £15,000.
Monthly donations by local people could help us reach our target.
This would allow us to plan ahead and to continue to present an
exciting programme that appeals to everyone in Sydenham and
the surrounding areas.

For us, it’s always been very simple
The Arts has the power to change how we feel about our world;
it’s fundamental to our health and mental wellbeing and without it,
life would be pretty dull.
However, we will not be able to continue to offer a range of
exciting, stimulating and varied programmes without your help. You
have been amazing in the last 10 years, getting us to where we are
today, an important element of a vibrant and diverse Sydenham.
We hope that you will continue to be amazing and help us over
the next 10 years.
Donations between £5 and £20 each month
will keep us alive.
Your help will be very much appreciated, not just by the charity,
but also the more vulnerable members of the community our
outreach work supports.
We’ve made it simple with our donations page – only three clicks
and you are there sydenhamarts.co.uk/donate

With your support we can go on making
a huge difference within the community
With very best wishes Rachel D’Cruze Managing Director

www.sydenhamarts.co.uk
email admin@sydenhamarts.co.uk Twitter @sydarts_
Facebook @sydenhamarts
Instagram @sydenhamartsofficial
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Pippa Stacey

Marigold Plunkett

Sydenham
Arts.
Presents

Artist s Tr a i l 2 0 1 9

6–7 July and 13–14 July 2019 11am–5pm

Pawel Wasek

Astonishingly, 2019 is the 11th Sydenham Artists Trail!

Rik Berry

This year we’ll be showing the work of more than 100 artists in over 20 venues –
with many artists new to the Sydenham scene. We wish to thank the generosity of our
sponsors PropertyWorld and those who open their homes, school, shops
and studios to allow us to show our art. Plus the many volunteers who give their time,
and those of you who visit, talk to the artists and buy their work. We hope that you
enjoy this year’s trail and discover some of our newer venues.
This year there will be three artistic hubs on the trail. Two venues on Dacres Road,
including the fantastic atrium at Forest Hill School which will host a galaxy of
talented artists, including the Brockley Potters, the Quaggy Printmakers, MA
students from Camberwell College of Art, as well as the school’s GCSE artwork.
The Thorpes estate and Sydenham Road have 12 open houses and shops
hosting 30 artists, and at Kirkdale Village we welcome six new venues:
Artisan Village, The Moustache and Dulwich Reclamation plus three
nearby open houses.
In addition to art in shop windows there will be a Taster Exhibition hosted by
The Dolphin Pub and more than 100 artists exhibiting at the newly renamed
Anna Lovely Gallery, with a private view on Friday 5 July, 6–9pm.
All are welcome.
In addition to the art on display, a number of artists will be demonstrating their
skills or running workshops: painting, collage, glass-making, contemporary dance,
poetry – all inspired by art.
Do join in. See the latest details at sydenhamarts.co.uk
Once again we will organise two cash prize draws, which proved extremely
popular last year. Visit the High Street Art Gallery and the Artists Trail venues
whenever they are open – collect 10 stamps on your loyalty card (printed in the
brochure) to enter the cash prize draws.
Look out for the artists’ decorated traffic cones at Artists Trail venues and vote for
your favourite to win a prize for the artist – see all the cones on our Facebook page
@sydenhamartiststrail
Finally, please follow us on Twitter @sydartiststrail and
Instagram @sydenhamartiststrail and share our news with your friends.

Kayleigh Shepherd

Jill Tse

The wonderful thing about art in all its varied styles is that it can bring people together
and we can admire the artistic effort that goes into creating it. We hope to meet as many
of you as possible on the trail during the first two weekends in July.
The Artists Trail team – Bruce Harrison,
Annabel McLaren, Dave Stacey, Janice Brooklyn,
Joe Rea, Keith Knox, Pippa Stacey.

Sponsored by
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The regeneration of

Hillcrest

Woods

In the two years since the London Wildlife Trust took over the regeneration of Hillcrest Woods
under the Great North Wood Project, enormous changes have taken place.

There have been three particular problems with regard
to the long term neglected woodland: deeply embedded fly
tipping, large rangy trees of cherry and spotted laurel, and
swathes of Japanese knotweed.

soil, but the ‘pièce de résistance’ is that the plant contains large
quantities of cyanide which it uses to prevent anything else living
in, on, or under it.
Effectively, laurel downgrades and impoverishes woodland by
preventing an undergrowth forming
with its dark canopy and killing off
native seedlings with its cyanide.
Volunteers have removed large areas
of laurel in all sites managed by the
London Wildlife Trust and, in the
case of Hillcrest Woods, spacious
open glades have been revealed
which has enabled the Trust to plant
native trees such as hazel, oak and
field maple.

On the first day of volunteering a
whole two tonnes of rubbish was
removed from around Hillcrest Close
alone. Most of this fly tip had been
concealed under the low canopy of
the evergreen laurel with the intention
of never being seen again, as in
builders rubble, or to be recovered
at a later date, such as knives and
even a gun.

Lewisham Homes strenuously tries
to deal with the fly tipping and
diligently responds to reports of dumping from the 'fixmystreet'
app. The addition of fox-proof bins in the estate has also made a
difference, although more bins are clearly needed.

All this work has paid off. This
spring has seen the recovery of the native bluebells, mares' tail
and the return of butterflies, the speckled wood being a perfect
example. The added bonus of removing the laurel has been that
there is now nowhere to conceal fly tipping. In the last two years,
the incidence of rubbish dumping has greatly reduced.

The biggest task undertaken by the volunteers and the Wildlife
Trust has been the removal of the cherry laurel.

Volunteering is great fun and very worthwhile on so many levels.

The cherry laurel, both plain and spotted, is a Chinese import
which could easily take over all woodland in the UK if not
fastidiously removed. It is a phenomenally fast grower, forming
large bulky trees with spreading canopies that prevent any
undergrowth forming, and will seed prolifically every year. Any
fragment of the tree will sprout roots when in contact with the

No special skills or equipment are required and there is no need
to stay all day. Tea and biscuits are provided at half time!
To join in on any workday look up wildlondon.org.uk and click
on 'volunteer with us'. You will be made very welcome.

This spring we have been busy working on our beers, which is harder work than it sounds.
Alongside our crowd-pleasing core range (South of the River Pale Ale, Jump-Start IPA, and Well-Oiled
Machine Porter) we have released our AlphaBeta collaboration – a celery and cucumber flavoured Kolsch
called Unlikely Heroes. We’ve had another brew of our very popular GTI Turbo – a double dry hopped
double IPA, and a first appearance for Little Drifter – a prototype table beer.
In early summer we will be adding Small Torque, a sub 3% saison-styled firecracker to our core range.
We are always very grateful for feedback on all of our beers, and do let us know if there is something
you would like to see filling our lines soon.
Together with being a welcoming and warm high street taproom, we are offering some magnificent experiences
in response to demand from the thirsty people of Sydenham. Every month or two we have our fabulous
Whisky Tasting Nights that have explored the highlands, the six nations, a quick detour over to Rum, and
back again to Japan. They are for all levels, very jolly, and a fine way to meander through the whisky maze led by
an enthusiastic guide.
Beginning in June, we will also be hosting an Ignition Brewery tour and beer tasting on a Friday night.
This will be a chance to see the inner workings of the brewery and learn the basics, meet the team, try plenty of
beer and an opportunity to ask all the questions you have. Do keep an eye out for the first one and, if you want
to book for a special event, let us know!
A huge thank you to everyone who has been coming in to see us.
Our big window gives us a great view for looking out on Sydenham, but it is definitely a view best enjoyed
when shared from inside. We have more going on than ever – but we always want to hear from people with an
idea of how the space could be put to good use for the community. As the still largely underused saying goes:
‘If you have a community Taproom, flaunt it!’
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TAKING

BACK

S P O N TA N E O U S P R O D U C T I O N S

exciting summer season 2019
kicks off in June with

TIME

IS HERE!

It’s happening at last!

POSTCARDS

St Bartholmew’s Church’s magnificent and
unique Vulliamy clock, and the upper levels of the
tower that house it, will be restored this year thanks
to the wonderful generosity of local people.
The scaffolding will be going up very soon
and, by the end of the year, the blue and gilt dials
will be back in place and working!

10 highly entertaining short plays
inspired by real holiday postcards.
Written by emerging playwrights
from north and south of the river.

The original mechanism had to be disconnected in the 1970s
and it is now four years since the dials were removed and
placed inside the church for safe keeping. By then the iron
bolts holding them in place had rusted and the surrounding
masonry was dangerously corroded. That’s why, when
SABRE (St Bart’s Restoration Fund) was formed,
making them safe had to be our number one priority.
Four years ago, the tower and clock weren’t our only
problems. The Vestry and Sacristy roofs also needed urgent
attention and it was with relief and gratitude to the
Listed Places of Worship Roof Repair Fund,
that 18 months ago we were able to address this work.
Finding the money to restore the tower and clock proved
more difficult, as funding streams dried up and, to be honest,
we became increasingly dispirited.
But last year, when things seemed particularly bleak, other
funding sources began to respond, or in one case actually
came to us unbidden, and we started to hope that we could do
this after all. Meanwhile, private and sometimes anonymous
donors also approached us, with a positivity and generosity
that was very moving.
As a result, at the time of going to press, our project
‘Taking Back Time’ is not only taking place, but is being
extended. We can now include work to the upper level
masonry along both the Nave and Chancel roofs, preserving
them and therefore the building below, against weather and
time. And we are looking at ways to make moving around up
there safer, so that the upper levels will be easier to maintain.
It’s a wonderful result and one we intend to celebrate.
The clock mechanism will be on display for a while before
going off to be restored. Watch out for details. St Bart’s
Primary School has already started a project which will also go
on display both within the church and the churchyard.
We also have the option to restore the clock chimes, but we
will need to consult about this locally. We have no intention
of keeping residents awake at night; but we’d like to know if
those living close by would be happy to hear a chime,
perhaps on the hour, for a limited time each day?
So here’s a warm thank you to everyone who has donated
money or time to this project, including The Worshipful
Company of Clockmakers, Church Care, The Wolfson
Foundation, The Parker Trust, Garfield Weston
and of course all the people like you.
We hope you will all come and celebrate with us this summer!

TWO PERFORMANCES

FRIDAY 21 JUNE
AT BARKING BROADWAY THEATRE
and SATURDAY 22 JUNE
UPSTAIRS AT THE SYDENHAM CENTRE
(7.30pm both evenings).
Members of Jonathan and Lucy Kaufman’s writing
groups have been busy writing mini-dramas and
comedies, using real holiday postcards as inspiration.
Their work will be presented ‘script in hand’ by a
professional cast over two evenings.
Vote for your favourite on the night and see which
comes out on top – north or south of the river?
This is Spontaneous Productions’ 12th short play
evening since 2011 and its first collaboration with
Pen to Print, based at Barking Library. Part-funded
by Arts Council England and sponsored by
PropertyWorld, expect a mix of styles and subjects –
comic, dramatic and surreal.
spontaneousproductions.co.uk/postcards
Coming next for families is

ALICE’S ADVENTURES
IN WONDERLAND

Open-air performances in Mayow Park Sydenham
Friday 26 July–Sunday 4 August (8 shows only).
A brand new, magical version of Lewis Carroll’s classic
tale, this promenade production will take you on a
thrilling journey in and around the bowling green of
Mayow Park – featuring all the most beloved characters:
Alice, The White Rabbit, The Caterpillar,
The Mad Hatter, The March Hare, The Cheshire Cat
and The Queen of Hearts.
Box office opens at the end of June
spontaneousproductions.co.uk/alice

Gill Daly, Chair of SABRE

11

Sydenham Society News • Summer 2019

Sydenham student volunteers in Peru
In July, Ellie Russell, who lives in Knighton
Park and is a student at Harris Girls’
Academy in Lennard Road, will be going
to Peru with Camps International to help
with wildlife and environmental projects to
improve the standard of living of those who
live there. Before this, she will be studying
hard as she prepares to take her GCSEs.
Camps International have strong links with
the school and make an annual presentation
there, and Ellie, together with a number of
her school friends, liked what they heard
and decided to volunteer. A similar number
from other local schools have also signed up
for the adventure.
After signing up, the first problem was to
raise the £4,000 needed. A hectic period
followed, which lasted over two years, with
cake stalls, quizzes, darts matches, parents
evenings, summer and winter fayres; all in
order to raise this total.
Ellie’s parents, John and Karen, also
dipped into their own pockets, as did her
grandparents. John, who is justly proud
of his daughter’s initiative, said,
“I think it’s marvellous what she’s doing.
It will be challenging but rewarding and

thoroughly worthwhile. We will miss
her but I am confident she will gain
a lot from it.”
The visit to Peru, which involves going
to four different places, will cover the
entire month of July, and has various
aims and targets.
“Last year they built a sewage system,”
explained Ellie, and the establishment of
a restaurant proved a great asset to the
community and encouraged visitors. In the
past, essential classrooms have been built,
with the government pledging to provide
a teacher in such circumstances.
“I admire Greta Thunberg, the Swedish
schoolgirl, and the fact she is taking
action on the environment. She speaks
her mind and is not afraid to challenge
those in authority,” Ellie enthused.
Now Ellie, and so many others, are
prepared to give up their summer holidays
in order to help those in need.
Like Dad John, the citizens
of Sydenham should be similarly
proud of these local young people, and
good luck with those exams, Ellie!

A MIDSUMMER

NIGHT’S

DREAM
By William Shakespeare

‘Making

In the gardens of Bell House, 27 College Road, Dulwich, SE21 7BG
Demetrius and Lysander love Hermia. Hermia loves Lysander, but is betrothed
to Demetrius — much to her dismay. And no one loves Helena, though her heart
belongs to Demetrius. When Hermia and Lysander escape through the forest to
elope, Demetrius chases them — and Helena chases him, only to find themselves
in the midst of a Fairy King and Queen at war with each other. And when they,
in turn, are followed by a group of amateur actors intent on rehearsing a play,
the scene is set for a night of mischief, misunderstandings and merriment.

Sydenham

PERFORMANCE DATES

GREENER ’

Sunday 16 June 2pm and 5pm
Saturday 22 June 2pm and 5pm Sunday 23 June 2pm and 5pm
Tickets: £12 and £8 (under 18 years of age)
Dulwich Players Box Office 07936 531356
Email boxoffice@dulwichplayers.org Online at www.dulwichplayers.org
and from Art Stationers, Dulwich Village

With so much press coverage at the moment about climate change
and plastic pollution, we would like to know about any projects
and initiatives happening locally to help or encourage
Sydenham to be greener, for a future article.
So if you are an individual or business on a green mission please share
your story with us and send it to news@sydenhamsociety.com

Suitable for all ages. Some seating will be available to hire but the audience
is welcome to bring portable chairs and/or rugs. Sorry, no dogs.

We have a planet to save!
Image by DarkWorkX from Pixabay
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Gale
An evening with

Burns
7.30pm at
Kirkdale Bookshop
Thursday 20 June

Mute House

Gale says ‘some of the poems are about Sydenham and
Lewisham life.’ In this book, Gale finds an ironic beauty in
silence and quiet observation – the conditions of a Mute House.
Gale Burns is Writer-in-Residence at Kingston University, and for many years
was the ‘Poet in Residence’ during the Sydenham Arts Festival.
Award-winner of the Indija International Literary Festival 2017
Convenor of The Shuffle Poetry Series
Vice President of the European Association of Creative Writing Programmes

Photo Lames Balston

by Gale Burns

In his first full collection of poetry,
Gale Burns amuses and intrigues
by mining the rich textures of his
youth – the pancakes and ice
cream of the Happy Eater,
the hitchhiking adventures, and
the caravan holidays.

From Friends of Crystal Palace Subway

Caught short, or shorter than before?

Anyone walking along Crystal Palace Parade recently
will have noticed work taking place at the Subway.
Peering through the fence in the park reveals the
courtyard is filled with galvanised steel supports -

Anyone who has been on a guided tour of the subway will know about
the little ceramic channel cut into the floor. This is an important reminder
of when the subway was used as an air raid shelter. Part of the subway
was screened off as there were toilets with stalls containing’ portaloos’
alongside this urinal.
During the repairs to the terrace on the Southwark side, the urinal was
cut in half and, sadly, the broken half was disposed of.
If anyone has photographed the urinal in its former glory
please send your photos to info@cpsubway.org.uk

so what is going on?

Crystal Palace Subway has long been considered at risk and appears on
the Historic England ’Heritage at Risk’ register. While the much-loved
vaulted space is generally in good condition there are other parts of the
overall structure that are not doing so well. The courtyard area in the
park is particularly vulnerable due to pressure on its walls from
surrounding soil. A collapse of walls in the courtyard would seriously
compromise the vaulted space.
With concerns of collapse, thoughts naturally turn to the four-lane road
that the subway supports. The current work is being carried out by
Bromley Highways department. The aim is to remove the pressure
exerted on the courtyard walls by surrounding soil and therefore protect
the vaulted structure. The work is an essential first step before any further
heritage work can be considered.
Bromley Council has raised money to complete this work through
London Bridge Engineering Group. The work is not intended to address
the state of the brickwork in the courtyard so this will remain out of
bounds at public events.
When the work is completed and contractors leave the site it may seem
as if nothing has changed. But we will know that essential work has been
done to protect the structure of the vaulted space for future generations.

SUBWAY OPEN Dates for your Diary
Friends of Crystal Palace Subway are working with Bromley and
Southwark local authorities for more events this year.
So far the following dates are confirmed
with more details available nearer the time.

Sunday 16 June – Handmade Palace craft fair
Saturday 14 September – Heritage Open Day
Sunday 22 September – Open House London
Fancy helping out at all? The Friends have a fantastic team of dedicated
volunteers who help out at events by organising and stewarding.
At present the Friends need some extra help with social media,
including Twitter, Instagram and Facebook.
If you’d like to get involved please email team@cpsubway.org.uk
13
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coming

NEWS FROM

very soon
Thursday 30 May at 8pm
Upstairs at the Sydenham Centre
The Beaches of Agnès by renowned film
maker Agnès Varda, who died recently. Agnès
explores her memories, mostly chronologically,
with photographs, film clips, interviews, reenactments, and droll, playful contemporary scenes
of her narrating her story. Cesar Award for Best
Documentary. National Society of Film Critics
Award for Best Non-Fiction Film.

Friday 31 May at 8pm Upstairs at the Sydenham Centre
Under the Horse written by Fiona Harper, devised by Leah Georges
from Limb2Limb, together with Elaine Johnson, especially for Sydenham
Arts. Under the Horse is a poem brought to life through theatre and
physicality and dedicated to Emily Wilding Davison the suffragette who, in
1913, threw herself under the King's horse in the Derby and died on the 8th
June that year. The poem is an examination of a woman’s mindset in today’s
world. How far have we have come since we gained the vote in 1928?

The Horniman has a great line-up of outdoor
entertainment, from colourful planted displays
to live music, dance, crazy golf and
all the family fun of a Horniman summer.
The gorgeous Gardens are always a splendid setting.
The second summer for the Grasslands Gardens
promises to be more spectacular than the first, and
the Sunken Garden will be just as eye-catching
as last year’s colour-wheel display. The Horniman
team have created a special planting design themed
around the indoor Brick Wonders exhibition.
Lobelias, carex, petunias and marigolds planted
in rectangular and square blocks of six different
colours will be in bloom from June onwards,
creating a floral LEGO®-brick look.
Once you’ve feasted your eyes, how about a treat
for the ears? Every Thursday evening in July and
early August, the Horniman Bandstand will host
DJs and musicians performing in the free South
London Music Sessions. Why not make a sociable
night of it, with food and drink available from the
Horniman Café’s Dutch Barn Bar?
Plonk Crazy Golf has returned to the Horniman,
bringing back buckets of fun every Friday, Saturday,
Sunday and Bank Holidays, and then daily during the
school holidays. The revamped layout offers a new
exciting nine-hole family-friendly challenge.
The course has wheelchair access and adapted
putters, as well as putters for children.
(Open 10am to 5pm, tickets: child £4, adult £6, group of up
to four people £13.50. Book online at horniman.ac.uk)
July offers visitors more than one chance to dance.
Enjoy a day of dance performances and workshops
for all the family, and join in the fun at the free
Trinity Laban Dance Festival on Sunday 7 July,
then round the month off in style at the Family Day
Rave on Sunday 28 July.
Award-winning family favourites Big Fish Little
Fish will take over the Horniman Gardens for an
afternoon of outdoor festival-style raving fun. Dance
outside with your family under bubbles and balloons
to acid house, techno and drum and bass, with
iconic DJ Alex Paterson (The Orb) and drum and
bass legend Aphrodite on the decks, plus Big Fish
Little Fish residents Baker and Beale.
(Open 2–6pm, tickets: child £12.50, adult £15, prewalking infant free. Book online at horniman.ac.uk)

Saturday 1 June at 7.30pm (doors open at 6.45pm)
at St Bart’s Church, Westwood Hill
Chamber concert with enSEmble26 (featuring Haydn, Prokofiev and
Schubert). Last February’s concert was ‘sold out’ so book your tickets in
plenty of time as we cannot guarantee availability on the door.

Photograph - Nobby Clark

DULWICH

Picture Gallery

Pissarro
in Dulwich
until 4 August

To celebrate the 400th anniversary of the founding of
Dulwich College, Dulwich Picture Gallery are hosting a
special display focusing on Camille Pissarro’s transportative
view of the school’s main building, painted in 1871
(oil on canvas. Courtesy: Foundation Bemberg, Toulouse).
This is the first time the painting has returned to
Dulwich in its history, and you can see Pissarro's signature
in our visitor's book.

Keep your fingers crossed for
some sunshine – but have fun outside
whatever the weather!
14
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‘#together’

On Saturday 15 June, there will be an inaugural ‘#together’ event for
Sydenham, where we celebrate all things Sydenham, and the fantastic work that
goes on within the community.
St Bartholomew’s Primary School, The Peak, SE26 4LJ
will be hosting this event between 11am and 3pm.
As well as many community stalls, there will be a vintage police car, horses
and dogs. Plus your local Safer Neighbourhood Team will be there to chat to.
We also have local resident Winston to DJ and keep everyone entertained and
dancing if they so wish. This promises to be a great event – come along and join
the fun – everyone welcome!

DAT E S F O R YOUR DIARY
Visit to the Jewish Museum in Camden

LOCAL ASSEMBLIES

Wednesday 12 June
A museum that tells the story of the history and heritage of Jews
in Britain through universal themes of migration, family, faith and
culture. (This is a self-guided tour).
The four permanent galleries showcase the vibrancy of Jewish
life in Britain, including a recreation of London’s East End and
rare items from our designated collection of Jewish ceremonial
art, as well as information about the Kindertransport.
Current additional exhibitions: ‘Great British Jews’ and
‘Jews, Money, Myth’. Admission prices: £7.50/£8.50 with
donation, concs: £5.30/£6.50 with donation.
Art Pass and Museum Association members free.
Register your interest with Brenda (brendarenshaw@tiscali.co.uk).
Travel details available nearer the date.

(more details will be available nearer the date):

Sydenham Assembly
The New Generation Youth Centre, Wells Park Road on
Saturday 8 June 11am

Perry Vale Assembly
Lark in the Park community festival. Saturday 22 June, 12–4pm
in Mayow Park. Perry Vale Assembly’s Lark in the Park brings local
people and community groups together for a day of FREE fun in
the park. This year, the theme will be celebrating world cultures.

Bellingham Assembly
Bellingham Green on Saturday 29 June at 12 noon.

Forest Hill Assembly
Tuesday 2 July at 7.30pm (venue to be confirmed).

Visit to Rangers House Blackheath

Sydenham Wells Park Improvement Group
Annual Plant Sale

Wednesday 10 July
The Rangers House is an elegant Georgian villa on the
boundary of Greenwich Park and Blackheath. It houses the
Werner Collection of over 700 works of art including
‘Madonna of the Pomegranate’ from the workshop of
Botticelli. (This is a self-guided tour). Admission prices: Adult
£9.50, concessions £8.60. Members of English Heritage
or Art Fund free. To book your place, register your interest
with Jackie (jacquelinealdridge@gmail.com) by 3 June
stating if you have English Heritage or Art Fund membership.
Travel details available nearer the date.

Sunday 2 June (11–2pm)
Come and find us – we’ll be setting up
a stall near the ornamental flower beds.
Members from London Wildlife
Trust will be joining us. There will also
be live musical entertainment from
‘Lark in the Woods’ between 11
and 12 noon. Last year new fox-proof
bins were bought with the proceeds.

!

SYDENHAM SO C I E T Y M E M B E R S H I P F O R M
Annual cost of membership
Individual (includes partner)		
Senior citizen (includes partner)
Postal member (includes partner)
To pay via PayPal

Renewal is due in January. Postal members are those resident
outside SE23 and SE26 post codes. Subscriptions can be paid by
cheque standing order or PayPal (via the website).
Please make cheques payable to The Sydenham Society.

£6.00 per year
£5.00 per year
£8.50/£7.50 per year
50p extra per annum

Bank details for The Sydenham Society standing order

Name

Name of your bank/building society

Address

Address of your bank/building society
Account number

Post code
Tel day

Sort code

Signed
Your name (please print)

Tel eve

Please pay the Sydenham Society
(Lloyds Bank plc, Sydenham Branch, Sort Code 30-98-42, Account no. 00524410)
the sum of £8.50/£7.50/£6/£5 (please delete as appropriate)
on receipt of this instruction and on 5 January annually thereafter until further notice.
This replaces any standing order in favour of the ‘Sydenham Society’.

Email
Please tick here if you would like to receive our weekly email
newsletter which gives you news and events from the local area.

Please return to: Richard Cory, 39 Tannsfeld Road SE26 5DQ Tel: 020 8778 5007 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com
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At the stroke of noon on a glorious Easter Saturday the
doors opened at Here For Good and a steady stream
of young families, keen to make their Easter bonnets,
were greeted by the Easter Bunny and his helpers.
On offer was an interesting choice of hats of different
styles to be decorated, some young people chose to bring
their own but all, it was agreed, enjoyed the range of multicoloured feathers, glittery beads, butterfly stickers, fluffy
chicks and ribbons (together with the essential glue),
that could be displayed on their bonnets.
Bonnets completed satisfactorily, and in place, the
children and their parents left for the annual high street
Easter Egg Hunt.
Eagerly they sought out the shops displaying the Easter
hunt posters, where they were sure to be rewarded with
mini chocolate eggs from our ever-generous traders,
enjoying the array of colourful bonnets on display.
Many thanks to the traders taking part; our small
but perfectly formed team of volunteers, particularly
Emma and Kate Mallinder, who organised the bonnet
making workshop; and to Barry Milton, our stalwart
Easter Bunny. Thanks also to Here For Good for allowing
us to use their premises again this year where once again
happy memories have been made.
Heather Mallinder

W E L C O ME TO NEW MEMBE RS
A warm welcome to the following new members
Tan Aksoy
Nina Bosanac
Carol Bromley

Dr June Brown
Brendan Cuddihy
Terry Eagle

Jonah Fox
Julia Galliers
Lorraine Holmes

Simon McCormack
Will Pethen
Nicola Prior

Martin Ralphs
Jane Stone
Graham Stuart

Please note that subscriptions for 2018 are well overdue. If they remain unpaid this sadly will be your last newsletter.
Richard Cory, Treasurer, 39 Tannsfeld Road SE26 5DQ. Tel: 020 8778 5007 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com
Membership cards: we agreed at the 2015 AGM that to lower costs we will only issue membership cards when you pay your subscription
in cash or if you send a self-addressed envelope.

www.sydenhamsociety.com
Covering all aspects of local community matters

Member of the London Forum

