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Memorial to Gasworkers in Poor State of Repair
Behind the Grade ll listed Walls of
the Livesey Memorial Hall is a memorial
to the gasworkers,
who worked at the
Gasworks at Bell Green,
and lost their lives
during the ‘Great War’
– World War 1 –
between 1914 – 1918.

gasworkers who lost their lives
on the front of the memorial,
were stolen in 2011. These
were replaced by really cheap
and inappropriate material, which
is weathering badly. The metal
plaque to the gasworkers at the
rear is still in situ.

‘It was designed and executed by
Sydney March of Farnborough,
Kent; unveiled by Rt. Hon Lord
Robert Cecil, 1920.
Photograph Ian Thomas

A lifesize female figure of an
angel in bronze with arms
outstretched upwards and wings
spread out horizontally.
The figure stands on a bronze
ball entwined with serpents set
on a wreathed base, the whole
set on a semi-circular stone
plinth. Three steps go up to
vertically set limestone slabs.

In 2018, the Memorial was
featured in the Spontaneous
Open Air production of
'When the Boys Come Home'
telling the story of the local
gasworkers who, sadly, didn’t
come home. Currently, the
whole memorial is in a very poor
and unloved state and, not very
visible behind the walls, has been
forgotten by everyone.

These are surmounted by
'Anthemion' scrolls and flanked
by simple volutes. Affixed to
the slabs, one on each side, are
bronze plaques commemorating
the employees of the South
Suburban Gas Company
who lost their lives in the First
and Second World Wars.
The monument is a 'Listed
Building'.

There is a Government
Heritage Fund (funded from the
Lottery Fund) with another round
of bidding happening shortly. This
fund could be the way of getting
professional help to to restore
what is an important part of
Sydenham's history.

It was added as a Grade II
structure on the National
Heritage List for England on
25 April 1995. Listing NGR:
TQ3652972093.'

It is therefore
important to find out
who has responsibility
for the memorial.

Unfortunately, two bronze
plaques, listing the names of the
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YEW TREE (TAXUS
BACCATA)
11 The common yew is a native conifer

for centuries. As
a tree it may in timewidely planted around gardens
usually kept clipped
reach 12m (40ft)
as an evergreen hedge.
in height, but it is
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17 Seen in many parks growing up
to a height of 25m
During the summer
(80ft).
it produces
arranged in tufts
on short shoots and barrel-shaped cones. The needles
are
it remains evergreen
all year round.
TULIP TREE (LIRIODENDRON

TULIPIFERA)

18 A tall tree with unusually shaped
leaves
The leaves resemble
those of a tulip. The of four lobes.
appear about June
tulip-like flowers
and at the end of
the season turn bright
gold.
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Dulwich Picture Gallery - Spring Awakening
Hello there,

We hope you are keeping safe and well.
Dulwich Picture Gallery is springing to life this month as we get ready
to reopen our Gallery Shop from 17 April (weekends only) and our
main spaces from 19 May. Tickets for Unearthed: Photography’s
Roots, our collection and displays will be on sale soon –
keep an eye on our emails to snap them up.
In the meantime, we have plenty to keep you busy, with more online
experiences including our upcoming digital Late and our Unearthed
Curator’s Talk and Q&A, now available to watch on-demand.
We hope to see you very soon

From all at Dulwich Picture Gallery
dulwichpicturegallery.org.uk

Y O U R L O C A L LY E L E C T E D O F F I C A L S

S Y D E N H A M S O C I E T Y C O N TA C T S

Newsletter Copy Editor
Pippa Moss
Newsletter Distribution
Pat Trembath
020 8659 4903

Bromley Councillors
Bromley Civic Centre Stockwell Close BR1 3UH
020 8464 3333
Crystal Palace Ward
Angela Wilkins Marina Ahmed

The Sydenham Society is an independent group representing the
interests of local residents. Sydenham Society News is non-partisan,
non-political and non-commercial.

ARTICLES PLEASE!

Penge and Cator Ward
Katherine Bance Kevin Brooks Peter Fookes

If there is something you would like the society to tell everybody, or a local issue you
feel strongly about, please send your article, maximum 300 words, to the editor.
Sydenham Society News is read by many local residents, old and new,
so please spell out all acronyms and explain anything that a newcomer
might not understand.
All articles are subject to editing by the Editorial Team.
Email your article to the Editorial Team at:
news@sydenhamsociety.com or send hard copy to
97 Longton Grove SE26 6QQ

Southwark Councillors
Town Hall Peckham Road SE5 8UB
020 7525 5000
Dulwich Wood Ward
Catherine Rose Andy Simmons

O T H E R C O N TA C T S
Sydenham Neighbourhood team
email sydenham.snt@met.police.uk phone 020 8649 3598
In an emergency dial 999
For non-urgent police matters: www.met.police.uk/report or dial 101
For environmental noise nuisance call: Lewisham Council 020 8314 6000
Bromley Council 020 8464 3333
Southwark Council 020 7525 5000
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BHUTAN PINE (PINUS WALLICHIANA)

9

Native to the Himalayas. An ornamental tree in parks with height up to 45m
8 (150ft).
In June, look for pale pink or purple female flowers, about 2cm (3/4in)
long. Cones are usually in bunches and may be 15-30cm (6-12in) long.
Needles are long and slender and set in groups of five. Bark is orange-brown.

10

13

MARITIME PINE (PINUS PINASTER)

to the Mediterranean and North Africa. It is sometimes felled
9 Native
for timber but its greatest value is its resin which is oil of turpentine.
Height about 36m (120ft). Flowers in late May. Cones may reach about 15cm (6in)
long. Needles are in pairs and are longer than on any other two-needled pine.
Bark is reddish brown.
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ROWAN or MOUNTAIN ASH (SORBUS AUCUPARIA)

A graceful and slender tree providing characteristic season-long colour.
10 Flower
clusters open in May. The basic species is around 8m (25ft)
tall with red berries amid leaves which take on all the golds of autumn.

DAWN REDWOOD (METASEQUOIA GLYPTOSTROBOIDES)
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Rough bark maple (Acer triflorum)
Cedar of Lebanon (Cedrus libani)

Large leaf lime (Tilia platyphyllos)

Black poplar (Populus nigra) Planted in 2012,

the year of Queen Elizabeth’s Diamond Jubilee

Red horse chestnut (Aesculus carnea)

Dead, remains standing as a monolith

Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus)

Deodar cedar (Dedrus deodara)

Bhutan pine (Pinus wallichiana)
Maritime pine (Pinus pinaster)

10 Rowan or Mountain ash (Sorbus aucuparia)
11

Yew (Taxus baccata)

12 Common ash (Fraxinus excelsior)
13 Red oak (Quercus rubra)

also known as American oak

14 Purple leaved plum (Prunus pissardii)

Rook
Wood Pigeon

This is built from stone blocks called ‘granite setts’.
These stones were used a long time ago to build roads in between tram lines.
When the tram lines were changed into roads, the stones were thrown away
and now they are impossible to obtain.
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TULIP TREE (LIRIODENDRON TULIPIFERA)

MONKEY PUZZLE TREES (ARAUCARIA ARAUCANA)
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22

16
HERB
GDN
CAFE

Blackbird

BLUE CEDAR (CEDRUS ATLANTICA GLAUCA)

tall tree with unusually shaped leaves of four lobes.
18 A
The leaves resemble those of a tulip. The tulip-like flowers
appear about June and at the end of the season turn bright gold.
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GOLDEN WEEPING WILLOW (SALIX CHRYSOCOMA)

Usually seen dipping its branches into the water of a large pond. Grows very
15 quickly
and very wide. Grows to about 12m (40ft). Shoots are golden yellow.

is a deciduous conifer, previously only found in fossilised form until
16 This
it was discovered in China in the late 1940s. Similar in appearance to the
Swamp cypress with feathery, needle-like, bright green foliage that turns a
beautiful golden, orange-brown in autumn.

in many parks growing up to a height of 25m (80ft).
17 Seen
During the summer it produces barrel-shaped cones. The needles are
arranged in tufts on short shoots and it remains evergreen all year round.

There are many stories, but no-one is really sure how it got its name.
19 The
seeds used to be eaten as dessert nuts in South America, and
Archibald Menzies first brought the Monkey puzzle into cultivation
by slipping some nuts from a Chilean banquet into his pocket.

‘HOLM’
OAK OR EVERGREEN OAK (QUERCUS ILEX)
information
park
This is different to the common oak because it always has green leaves.
20 It
probably got its name from an old English word ‘Holen’,
With additional which
means Holly, and Holm is a later form of this.

This is made from the same stone as the wall by the old bowling
green, but it is a better quality of stone. It was erected to recognise
the work of Rev William Taylor Jones who started a campaign in
1875 to make sure that the park could be used by everyone. The ground
was eventually acquired and opened for public use in June 1878.
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YEW TREE (TAXUS BACCATA)

common yew is a native conifer widely planted around gardens
11 The
for centuries. As a tree it may in time reach 12m (40ft) in height, but it is
usually kept clipped as an evergreen hedge.
WARNING
the leaves and seeds are poisonous.

The bark is a deep brown-red, spongy and shaggy in appearance. It can potentially
reach around 65m (200ft) over many years.

In the UK it is a useful large urban tree, as it is tough and can
withstand air pollution.
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Send us your email address and you’ll be sent our regular eNewsletter
packed with local news and information about what’s going on in
Sydenham and the surrounding area.

To help environmental sustainability
this newsletter is printed by Catford Print on
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) approved paper.
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Keep informed about news and events in SE26.
Sign up for the Sydenham Society eNewsletter by visiting

SHELTER

E-NEWSLETTER

GROW MAYOW COMMUNITY GARDEN

Disclaimer The views expressed in articles are those of named contributors and
should not be regarded as statements of policy of the Sydenham Society.
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Conservation & Planning
Barbara Kern
conservation@sydenhamsociety.com

LEWISHAM ASSEMBLY MEMBER
Len Duvall OBE AM c/o City Hall, The Queen's Walk, London SE1 2AA
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Treasurer & Membership
Richard Cory
membership@sydenhamsociety.com
020 8778 5007

LOCAL MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
Ellie Reeves MP for Lewisham West and Penge
Helen Hayes MP for Dulwich and Upper Norwood
c/o House of Commons London SW1A 0AA
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Sydenham Society
35 Bishopsthorpe Road
Sydenham
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Chair
Annabel McLaren
chair@sydenhamsociety.com

Find it in the picnic area

15 Golden weeping willow

(Salix x sepulcralyis chrysocoma)

Found in the woodland behind trim trail

16 Dawn redwood (Metasequoia glyptostroboides)
17 Blue cedar (Cedrus atlantica glauca)
18 Tulip tree (Liriodendron tulipifera)

19 Monkey puzzle tree (Araucaria araucana)

Blue Tit
House Sparrow

20 Holm oak (Quercus ilex)

21 Black walnut (Juglans nigra) Planted in 1994

21
22 English oak (Quercus robur)

also known as pedunculate oak

The Orchard was planted by Friends of Mayow Park in 2012. This poster was redesigned by Jody Howard-McLeish in 2020 based on an original poster produced in the year 2000.
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Looking forward
to Summer at
St Christopher’s
Hospice

Please visit our website at
www.stchristophers.org.uk or telephone
020 8768 4575 to find out more about
these events, as well as one of our less
energetic fundraising events of the year; an
online auction of postcard-sized artworks,
Although we are busier than ever at the
‘Mystery Masterpieces’, which will
hospice, supporting around 20% more
people at the start of 2021 than prior to the feature donated works of art from local
pandemic, we are pleased that by working artists and celebrities!
in new ways to keep everyone safe – such Meanwhile, if you have walked along Lawrie
as using online consultations, offering
Park Road recently, you might well have
telephone support and wearing PPE in
noticed that our magnificent new education
people’s homes and on our wards – we are centre, called
still ready and able to support the people
St Christopher’s Centre for
who will need us this year.
Awareness and Response to End of
A heartfelt thanks to all of you
Life (or St Christopher’s CARE, for
in our community who have kept
short),
After an extraordinary and long twelve
months, like most people in our community,
everyone at St Christopher’s Hospice is
looking forward with a little more optimism
and hope.

donating or fundraising for us
in difficult circumstances; you help
make this care possible.

has been completed. We are already
running internationally-respected online
courses and seminars out of the building,
We are planning lots of events and activities and when it’s safe to do so, we cannot
to look forward to as the days grow longer. wait to invite you all inside to enjoy the
If you are eager to get out and about, you community facilities which will be on offer.
might be interested to read about our new As soon as we can, we will announce the
cycling challenge through Kent in the
date, most likely in the autumn, for the
summer. We also can’t wait to see lots of
centre’s official opening.
you at our always-uplifting Fun Walk, this
In the meantime, enjoy a safe
year being held in September; the perfect
and happy summer.
month for a country stroll!

A letter from Sydenham Library
Dear all,
We hope you are all keeping well. It has been a strange
year for everyone and in some cases a sad one. Hopefully
things will soon be on the way to some normality.
As we come out of lockdown we are very much looking
forward to re-opening the doors of Sydenham Library
and welcoming everyone back.
We will be working in accordance with the roadmap
out of lockdown that Lewisham Library Service are
operating, which will mean a stepped process to return
to full service.
We have resumed ‘click and collect services’, opening Tuesday and Thursday from noon until 4pm,
for people to come and borrow and return books they have reserved, or pick up a lucky dip pack –
particularly popular with children!
We hope to allow browsing and computer use towards the middle to end of May, with full services, including
group activities, starting by July. All of this is subject to local and national government guidelines, and balancing
the need to be cautious at the same time as we bring back a much-loved and needed community asset.

We are also looking at options to extend our hours and days of opening, which means
we will need more volunteers!
If you are interested in volunteering at the library then please do get in touch via
contact@sydenhamlibrary.co.uk and do follow us on social media.

Simon & Chrissie
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FRIENDS OF MAIS HOUSE
Judicial Review set for 27–28 April!

In November 2020 Lewisham granted planning permission for the development of 110 units on the Corporation
of the City of London’s Sydenham Hill Estate, with the resulting loss of 63 sheltered homes at Mais House.

This decision was despite over 200 objections from the residents and neighbours,
local amenity societies and national bodies, including the 20th Century Society.
Standing at the top of Sydenham Ridge, one
of the highest points in South London, low rise
Mais House will be replaced with blocks up to
eight storeys in height, breaking the tree line
for the first time and visible across London.

But residents feel that they, their families, neighbours and future
generations are having too high a sacrifice imposed on them that
will see the loss of irreplaceable wildlife habitats and much-needed,
well-used green space.
In exchange for the grant of planning permission, Lewisham
Council will be allocated 50% of the new units.

Frustrated by the City of London and Lewisham’s failure to
give due weight to concerns about the impact of this massive
development on the natural and built environment, the community
came together as the Friends of Mais House, to fund a legal
opinion on Lewisham’s handling of the decision making process.
Lawyers confirmed there was a case to answer and the group
went on to set up a Crowd Justice account to pursue the
case further.

Yet the much needed sheltered housing will not be replaced.
Has Castlebar fallen victim to a dangerous precedent set for high
rise buildings on Sydenham Hill?
The owners of Castlebar, a care home occupying the Victorian
mansion next to Mais House, announced to residents and staff on
17 March that it will close on 30 April.
It is understood that the site has already been sold.

Lawyers Susan Ring of Harrison Grant Solicitors and
Richard Harwood QC are acting on behalf of an estate tenant,
who is a member of the Friends of Mais House.

The Sydenham Society has always argued that Castlebar will be
badly affected by the scale, massing, and proximity of the City's
development, but we are shocked at the short notice given to
staff and residents and their families, especially in such difficult and
distressing times.

On 11 February Mrs Justice Lang gave the go ahead for
a Judicial Review into the way Lewisham Council handled the
planning application.

Castlebar is registered for 70 dementia and elder care residents.

In her Order, Mrs Justice Lang said:

The loss of this sorely needed accommodation is in addition to the
63 sheltered housing flats already lost at Mais House.

‘In my view, the Claimant’s grounds
are arguable and merit consideration
at a full hearing’.

Not only a personal heartbreak for residents and staff directly
affected, but also a long-term loss to the wider community.
Although Castlebar and Mais House are separately owned, we
fear the scale of the City’s planned buildings at Mais House will see
further high-rise, high-density buildings on every available green
space along the Ridge.

Residents say:

“We fully support a redevelopment
providing 100% social housing.
However, the density of this proposal
is disproportionate.
It is set to hugely compromise the lives
of tenants and the environment.”

The Friends of Mais House thank everyone
who has supported the fundraising appeal.
With the Judicial Review set for 27 April,
and Lewisham Council determined to
fight the community all the way,
the Friends need more of your help.

While acknowledging the beauty of the area, Lewisham Cllr Paul
Bell said he knew the plans were hard for residents, but

YOU CAN LEARN MORE AND DONATE HERE

“… the City of London and
Lewisham Council are asking residents
to make a sacrifice”.

www.crowdjustice.com/case/friendsofmaishouse
Or for further information www.friendsofmaishouse.com
Twitter @OfMais Facebook @Maishousefriends
4
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Our Lady & St Philip Neri Primary School

Planning Inquiry

The Planning Inquiry into the build of Our Lady &
St Philip Neri Primary School ended on March 25,
after five days of evidence and cross examination,
including a special evening session for those who
could not attend during the day.
The Inquiry (held online due to Covid-19 restrictions)
followed the refusal by Lewisham Council of a
planning application which sought to address noncompliances in the build of the school (principally the
cladding, windows, roof profile, air vents and guttering).
Lewisham subsequently issued a planning
enforcement notice which the Archdiocese of
Southwark appealed against.
The Planning Inspector’s decision will be available in
approximately three months’ time.
We will then find out which of the options for the recladding of the school will be selected, and whether
the windows will need to be replaced.
There is clearly still a long way to go on this longrunning issue. The eventual rebuild of the school will,
in all likelihood, involve a choice between two types
of cladding panels – either the Wetherby panels
(as chosen by the Archdiocese) or Reider GRC
panels (recommended by Nick Hayhurst, Lewisham’s
consultant architect).
In the view of the Sydenham Society, both cladding
options will not be significantly different to the current
external finish.
We have made it clear that a brick facing to the
building would be the preference of local people and
would reflect the character of the local area.
A brick facing would echo Explorer House (the new
residential block opposite) and would be an affordable
option for the school which could be undertaken with
minimal disruption to staff and pupils.
A full account of the Planning Inquiry can be found on
the News Shopper website at this link:
www.newsshopper.co.uk/news/
19191248.lady-st-philip-nbsp-neri-nbspprimary-school-planning-inquiry/

Our Lady & St Philip
Neri School (OLSPN)
Public Inquiry

Lewisham Council explains
its decision not to apply
for an award of costs

National planning guidance sets out that the parties in a Planning
Inquiry generally meet their own costs.
However, where a party behaves unreasonably, another party may seek
to recover its appeal expenses if it has been put to ‘wasted expense’ as a
result of that unreasonable behaviour.
The costs regime is complex and additional information is available online,
but Planning Inspectors in appeals have the final say on costs applications.
It is not the case that the Council was ever in a position to recover the full
costs of having this Public Inquiry.
The Council and the Archdiocese would have needed to proceed to a
Planning Inquiry in any event given the planning issues in dispute, and in this
circumstance the parties would meet their own appeal expenses.
The failure to build in accordance with approved plans is not unlawful and
does not constitute ‘unreasonable behaviour’ in and of itself.
While Lewisham remains concerned that the Archdiocese failed to build
the school in compliance with planning controls, the Public Inquiry is in
part seeking to secure a better design solution than the one refused by the
planning committee in 2019.
It is also not the case that the expense of this Public Inquiry would result in
budget cuts elsewhere in the Council. The Planning Service has a budget
allowance for appeal/legal expenses, as these are standard costs for any
planning authority.
The handling of planning appeals is undertaken by the Planning Service, led
by officers within that service and, as with all Public Inquiries, the Council’s
approach is always informed by legal advice.
In this case, the decision not to apply for costs was taken following
legal advice.
The Council’s sole aim in this case continues to be on the successful
resolution of the planning issues, which is in the interest of both the public
and the school community.
As we advised the Planning Inspector, Lewisham would prefer to focus on
the outcome of the appeal and the future of OLSPN School.
Despite the failures of the Archdiocese with respect to planning issues at
OLSPN School, the rebuilding of a constructive relationship between the
parties, following the Planning Inspector’s determination of the appeals, is
an important priority for the Council, as it is in the best interest of all parties
and the wider community.

Bakerloo Line now on hold
Transport for London Commissioner Andy Byford has bowed to
the inevitable and announced that the Bakerloo Line Extension from
the Elephant & Castle to Lewisham is to be “put on hold” for the
foreseeable future.
The extension would have seen two new stations at Burgess Park
and the Old Kent Road plus an interchange station at New Cross
Gate (allowing Overground/Southern and Bakerloo Line passengers to
swap trains). A later phase of the project would have seen the line
extended from Lewisham to Hayes.

Last week, Transport Secretary Grant Shapps issued guidance to
protect the proposed route so that land needed for the scheme
could not be built on.
Andy Byford did not give a timescale for when the project is
expected to go ahead. As national policy moves towards a
commitment for new transport projects in the North – as part of
the “levelling up” agenda – it would appear that the London Mayor
will not have the funds to contribute to major new transport links
in the foreseeable future.			
Barry Milton
5
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SUMMER SEASON OF OUTDOOR THEATRE 2021
Animal Farm

Like everyone else, Sydenham’s acclaimed
theatre company Spontaneous Productions
has been waiting very patiently for a light at the
end of the tunnel to appear… and perhaps, at
last, there is a glimmer of hope on the horizon.

A new version of
George Orwell’s
masterful satire,
suitable for adults
and older children
(11+). Adapted and directed by Emmanuel Akwafo
and Jonathan Kaufman. Six performances at 2pm
on weekends only from Sat 26 June – Sun 11 July.
Show lasts approx 90 mins with no interval. Tickets
£15 full price adults, £10 concessions & under 16s.

Over the recent months we have been busy planning
our ambitious programme of outdoor theatre –

Three original shows
staged back to back over
the three summer months
in the bowling green at Mayow Park,
starting at the end of May.
See below for full details of each production.
Obviously, all dates are provisional at the moment,
subject to changes, and will follow strict government
guidelines on social distancing and outdoor gatherings.

Around the World in Eighty Days
An epic version of Jules Verne’s classic tale,
featuring live accompaniment by New Orleans
jazz outfit Red Hot & Blue
Adapted by Jonathan Kaufman and Jane Walker.
Original songs and music by Paul Tornbohm.
Suitable for all ages. Eight performances only from
Sat 24 July – Sun 1 Aug* (*for licensing purposes
there will be one day’s break during the run TBC.)
Show lasts approx 90 mins with no interval.
Tickets £15 full price adults, £10 concessions, £5
children aged 3+ (under 3s free).

The Tales of Beatrix Potter
A musical adaptation of the classic stories
featuring Peter Rabbit, Jemima Puddleduck,
Jeremy Fisher, Mrs Tiggywinkle and Pigling Bland.
Suitable for all ages. Eight performances only at 2pm,
from Sat 29 May – Sun 6 June* (*for licensing
purposes there will be one day’s break during the run
TBC). Show lasts approx 75 mins.
Tickets £10 adults, £5 children aged 3+
(under 3s free).

We hope to be able to confirm show dates before
the end of April, with tickets on sale from the start
of May. For updates please check our website –
you can also subscribe to our regular newsletter here

spontaneousproductions.co.uk/subscribe
6
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We rent our house as a way to pay for renovations. It hadn’t been updated
since 1976 and the shag pile carpets, cork walls and avocado suite were appealing
to TV producers.
Over the past two years it has been featured as the home of Mariah Carey, David
Cassidy and a serial killer; music videos for Mabel, Nadine Shah, Wizzkid and
Easy Life; a promo for End of the F***ing World, and numerous TV commercials.
But it’s not all easy money. In reality, it can be time consuming and disruptive.

Location, location,

location!
Sydenham’s wide streets
and mix of property styles
make it an attractive
location for filming.
There are already
a number of
‘location houses’
in the area rented
out for photoshoots,
TV and adverts.

There are two or three recce visits to decide on set dressing, lighting and camera
angles. On the day, for a large shoot, thirty to forty people take over every inch of
your home. You leave, handing over your house to a bunch of strangers and hope
they’ll look after it. The days are long – 12 to 16 hours. Your furniture will be
removed and your belongings packed away.
They might paint a wall, dismantle your bed, change your light fittings, move the
shed, empty your kitchen, go through your knicker drawer (hopefully not), and
generally turn your normal everyday home into something completely different.
It’s certainly not for the faint-hearted!
That said, it has its perks. Firstly, it pays well. Electrics, plumbing, windows and
flooring have all been replaced from the ill-gotten gains of filming. There’s great scope
for interior tips, as our dull old sofas are invariably swapped for stylish vintage furniture
and textiles. It’s also really exciting to see your house pop up on TV. The music video
for Mabel was No.1 and the image of her lying in our bath was everywhere. In fact
the bath has been popular – the actor Craig Parkinson from Line of Duty even
used it for a soak! And of course, there’s the novelty of meeting a celeb in your home,
although you usually just pass them on your way out the door.
Renting your house for filming is not for everyone, but if you’re easy going,
flexible and tidy then it could be for you. There are lots of location agencies
you can register your home with – ours is with Fresh Locations.
							
Nicki Reddington

S Y D E N H A M

This should make for a much more festive looking
high street in 2021.
We would like to continue to install commando
sockets to expand the opportunity of further lights
at the roundabout at the top of Kirkdale where it
meets Dartmouth Road, and to continue down past
Mayow Road to reach as far as Kent House Road.
We are also getting a donation from James Glancy
Design, who supply the Christmas lights for
Oxford Street. They will be donating baubles so
that this year’s trees can have decoration as
well as lights.
We are also looking into getting an additional tree
at the Cobb’s Corner roundabout.
We are aiming to have a fundraiser on 25 June.
Please continue to check our website and social
media for further updates.

Christmas Lights U P D AT E

We hope everyone enjoyed the new
Christmas lights that were up and around
Cobb’s Corner over Christmas.

We managed to install six new commando
sockets and purchase two new motif lights that
were displayed in front of the Greyhound and
Kirkdale Bookshop. Covid has certainly made
fundraising challenging and interesting, but
thank you to everyone who participated. It is so
nice to see noticeable improvements every year.
Lots of exciting stuff is happening behind the
scenes. Lewisham Council has decided to replace
the faulty wrap around Christmas lights with
motif lights to match the ones that we have
purchased over the last two years.

In the meantime you can donate directly
on the website via bank transfer, PayPal or
the GoFundMe page - all accessible via
www.sydenhamwcommunityproject.com

Follow us on Twitter @sydenhamproject
Instagram @sydenhamchristmaslights
Our Facebook group @sydenhamchristmaslights
7
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Green

Letters from England 1895

Flag

Eleanor Marx,
the sixth child and fourth
daughter of Karl Marx, was
one of the most prominent
socialists of the late
Victorian period.

Awards

2020

In the pandemic parks have never
been more important to the health and
well-being of local people, especially pleasing
to learn last October, that Lewisham,
in partnership with Glendale, has been
awarded 16 Green Flags.

She was a gifted child and the
apple of her father's eye. As a
teenager Eleanor became Karl
Marx's secretary and accompanied
him to conferences all around the world. By the age of
16 she had translated and edited volumes of her father's
seminal work Das Kapital.

These include the following
parks within our area –
Bellingham Green, Mayow
Park and Sydenham Wells
Park and, new for 2020,
Beckenham Place Park.

In 1884, Eleanor joined Britain's
first organised socialist political
party, the Social Democratic
Federation. Just two years
before, she had met Edward
Aveling who became her lover.
In 1895, aged 40, Eleanor
purchased 7 Jews Walk in Sydenham with part of the
legacy left to her by Frederick Engels. Her relationship
with Edward Aveling was stormy. Number 7 Jews Walk
was the scene of her tragic death in 1898, when she took a
fatal dose of prussic acid.

In addition, and equally
important, our nature
reserves and open spaces
– Albion Millennium Green
and Devonshire Road
Nature Reserve – have also
been awarded Green Flag
Community Awards.

Letters from England 1895 are never-before translated
dispatches from London to a Russian journal by Eleanor
Marx and Edward Aveling. They offer a unique insight into
their lives and radical politics, and the Victorian England
in which they wrote. The collection is edited by
Stephen Williams and Tony Chandler, and translated
by Francis King.

Congratulations to all the
Friends Groups which
support and work so hard on our behalf to ensure the
continual improvements to our local parks and open
spaces. It is also great to hear that Home Park has
recently formed a Friends Group to look at how to
improve this important Sydenham green space.

The letters offer a unique perspective on British socialism
as it entered its crucial phase, which culminated in the
foundation of the Labour Party in 1900. As they reported
from the heart of capitalist Britain, a Liberal government
fell, having failed to keep its promises to Labour. The
remainder of the year saw the election of a Conservativeled Unionist administration, an underwhelming general
election performance by socialists, and the death of Engels.

Other Lewisham parks and open spaces also
awarded Green Flags include: Blackheath

Common, Brookmill Park, Chinbrook Meadows,
Cornmill Gardens, Deptford Park, Hilly Fields,
Ladywell Fields, Manor Park, Mountsfield Park,
Northbrook Park, Telegraph Hill Park, Frendsbury
Gardens and Grove Park Nature Reserve.

These lively, accessible letters include sharp reflections on
Victorian cultural figures including Oscar Wilde, Annie
Besant, and the ‘new woman’ novelists. An introductory
essay sheds light on Eleanor and Edward's complex,
tumultuous life and work together, and reveals the
friendships and political connections with Karl Marx, Engels
and with prominent Russian revolutionaries.
Letters from England, 1895 Edited by Stephen Williams and Tony
Chandler, published by Lawrence Wishart
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installed in October 2014
by Friends of Mayow Park.
Park users asked for
the Victorian fountain to
be restored.
FOMP did the research.
They concluded at that
time that costs were too
high with a risk that efforts
to restore it could damage
the fountain beyond repair.
Former FOMP Chair
Hilary Jarrett succeeded in getting funding for a
functional modern fountain.
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Mayow Park can be reached easily by public transport.
RAIL Sydenham Station is on the rail and
London Overground networks
(5 minutes walk to Recreation Road entrance).
BUSES The 75 bus between Lewisham and Croydon
stops directly by the park.
Buses 450, 202 and 194 stop on Sydenham Road
(approx 5 minutes walk).
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This Victorian fountain
was erected by subscription,
in recognition of the
Rev W Taylor Jones MA
(headmaster of Sydenham
College) who led the
purchase of the public
space in 1878 that
we now know as
Mayow Park.
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DAWN REDWOOD (METASEQUOIA GLYPTOSTROBOIDES)

is a deciduous conifer, previously only found in fossilised form until
16 itThis
was discovered in China in the late 1940s. Similar in appearance to the
Swamp cypress with feathery, needle-like, bright green foliage that turns a
beautiful golden, orange-brown in autumn.
CAFE

HERB
GDN

Greenfinch

Song Thrush

Rook
Wood Pigeon

Blue Tit
House Sparrow

Crow

Blackbird

The bark is a deep brown-red, spongy and shaggy in appearance. It can potentially
reach around 65m (200ft) over many years.
In the UK it is a useful large urban tree, as it is tough and can
withstand air pollution.

BLUE CEDAR (CEDRUS ATLANTICA GLAUCA)

Seen in many parks growing up to a height of 25m (80ft).
17 During
the summer it produces barrel-shaped cones. The needles are
arranged in tufts on short shoots and it remains evergreen all year round.

TULIP TREE (LIRIODENDRON TULIPIFERA)

A tall tree with unusually shaped leaves of four lobes.
18 The
leaves resemble those of a tulip. The tulip-like flowers
appear about June and at the end of the season turn bright gold.

MONKEY PUZZLE TREES (ARAUCARIA ARAUCANA)

There are many stories, but no-one is really sure how it got its name.
19 The
seeds used to be eaten as dessert nuts in South America, and
Archibald Menzies first brought the Monkey puzzle into cultivation
by slipping some nuts from a Chilean banquet into his pocket.

‘HOLM’ OAK OR EVERGREEN OAK (QUERCUS ILEX)

This is different to the common oak because it always has green leaves.
20 It
probably got its name from an old English word ‘Holen’,
which means Holly, and Holm is a later form of this.

PARAPET WALLING BY THE OLD BOWLING GREEN

THE VICTORIAN FOUNTAIN

GROW MAY

11
22
33
44

55

21

4

Rough bark maple (Acer triflorum)

Cedar of Lebanon (Cedrus libani)

Large leaf lime (Tilia platyphyllos)

Black poplar (Populus nigra) Planted in 2012,

the year of Queen Elizabeth’s Diamond Jubilee

Red horse chestnut (Aesculus carnea)

Dead, remains standing as a monolith

Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus)

Deodar cedar (Dedrus deodara)

66
77

Bhutan pine (Pinus wallichiana)

Maritime pine (Pinus pinaster)

88
99

10 Rowan or Mountain ash (Sorbus aucuparia)

11 Yew (Taxus baccata)

12 Common ash (Fraxinus excelsior)

13 Red oak (Quercus rubra)

also known as American oak

14 Purple leaved plum (Prunus pissardii)

Find it in the picnic area

15 Golden weeping willow

(Salix x sepulcralyis chrysocoma)

Found in the woodland behind trim trail

16 Dawn redwood (Metasequoia glyptostroboides)

17 Blue cedar (Cedrus atlantica glauca)

18 Tulip tree (Liriodendron tulipifera)

19 Monkey puzzle tree (Araucaria araucana)

20 Holm oak (Quercus ilex)

21 Black walnut (Juglans nigra) Planted in 1994
22 English oak (Quercus robur)

also known as pedunculate oak

The Orchard was planted by Friends of Mayow Park in 2012. This poster was redesigned by Jody Howard-McLeish in 2020 based on an original poster produced in the year 2000.

This is made from the same stone as the wall by the old bowling
green, but it is a better quality of stone. It was erected to recognise
the work of Rev William Taylor Jones who started a campaign in
1875 to make sure that the park could be used by everyone. The ground
was eventually acquired and opened for public use in June 1878.

This is built from stone blocks called ‘granite setts’.
These stones were used a long time ago to build roads in between tram lines.
When the tram lines were changed into roads, the stones were thrown away
and now they are impossible to obtain.
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This map shows some of the trees and birds to look for.
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BHUTAN PINE (PINUS WALLICHIANA)

17

18

16

R

Native to the Himalayas. An ornamental tree in parks with height up to 45m
8 (150ft).
In June, look for pale pink or purple female flowers, about 2cm (3/4in)
long. Cones are usually in bunches and may be 15-30cm (6-12in) long.
Needles are long and slender and set in groups of five. Bark is orange-brown.

MARITIME PINE (PINUS PINASTER)

Native to the Mediterranean and North Africa. It is sometimes felled
9 for
timber but its greatest value is its resin which is oil of turpentine.
Height about 36m (120ft). Flowers in late May. Cones may reach about 15cm (6in)
long. Needles are in pairs and are longer than on any other two-needled pine.
Bark is reddish brown.

ROWAN or MOUNTAIN ASH (SORBUS AUCUPARIA)

A graceful and slender tree providing characteristic season-long colour.
10 Flower
clusters open in May. The basic species is around 8m (25ft)
tall with red berries amid leaves which take on all the golds of autumn.

YEW TREE (TAXUS BACCATA)

GOLDEN WEEPING WILLOW (SALIX CHRYSOCOMA)

The common yew is a native conifer widely planted around gardens
11 for
centuries. As a tree it may in time reach 12m (40ft) in height, but it is
usually kept clipped as an evergreen hedge.
the leaves and seeds are poisonous.
WARNING

15

Usually seen dipping its branches into the water of a large pond. Grows very
quickly and very wide. Grows to about 12m (40ft). Shoots are golden yellow.

EL
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SH

ORCHARD
YOW COMMUNITY GARDEN
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PARK FACILITIES
MAYOW PARK HISTORY

The 17.5 acres that is now Mayow Park
was purchased from Mayow Wynell Adams
in 1875 with the help of local benefactors
and public donations.
The benefactors included
FJ Horniman (of the Horniman Museum),
AG Hennell (Architect of the Forest Hill Library),
TW Williams (the first Mayor of Lewisham)
and the Rev. W Taylor Jones.
Their efforts were celebrated with the installation
of the old drinking fountain near Mayow Road.
The Sydenham and Forest Hill Recreation
Ground (its original name) opened in 1878 with
a grand parade through the streets, with 11,000
people attending.
The new park was part of a growing movement
led by Victorian philanthropists to provide space
for those less fortunate to ‘take the air’ and to
practice healthy outdoor pursuits.
When the park was founded it was made up of
several fields with boundaries containing oak trees
which were retained when the hedgerows were
cleared. These boundary oaks can still be seen
today. Features created in the park included a tea
house and aviary, flower borders and many trees
such as limes, poplars, cedars and maples.
The park is owned by the London Borough
of Lewisham. The park has adapted and changed
over the years yet it still provides a vital green
space for people to enjoy.

FRIENDS OF MAYOW PARK

W H O W E A R E & W H AT W E D O

Community involvement is a vital way to
support parks and Mayow Park is fortunate to
have had an active Friends group since 1993.
Voluntary ‘Friends groups’ involve local people
coming together to protect, conserve, enhance
and improve their local park or green space.
Our members include dog walkers and joggers,
parents, grandparents, young and retired people.
They can be involved in many areas,
from biodiversity and safety of their park,
to fundraising, planning and delivering
community events.
Friends of Mayow Park (FOMP) represent
the views of our park users to various parks
departments within Lewisham and
Greater London.
We are proud of our historic park and work
hard every year to maintain its Green Flag status.
With support from the community, FOMP has
been responsible for planting the orchard and
the herb garden, and involved in the installation
of the older children’s
play area.
We hold a variety of events
within the park including
our annual Tree Dressing
celebration, Apple Day
and interesting walks on
themes such as bats, trees
and birds. We have regular
meetings and an active
Facebook group - do join or email us on
friendsofmayowpark
@ymail.com
for more information.

We welcome volunteers.
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• Park-keeper (part-time)
• Cafe Opening hours Mon-Sat 9am - 5pm
Sun 10am - 5pm (Winter opening times may vary)
• Public toilets Opening times as for cafe
• Children’s playground
• Picnic area
• Trim-trail
• Zip-wire
• Table tennis
• Outdoor gym
• Cricket
• Tennis courts
• Football
• Party hire
(outdoor enclosed area)
• Community orchard
• Nature trail
• Woodland
• Community Garden

C O N TA C T U S

PARK MAINTENANCE - Contact Glendale
Tel: 020 8318 3986
http://lewisham.glendalelocal.co.uk
London Borough of Lewisham automated
switchboard (24 hours) 020 8314 6000

Friends of Mayow Park (FOMP)
@MayowPark1
Email: friendsofmayowpark@ymail.com
Blog: www.friendsofmayowpark.blogspot.com
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5G

Congratulations
coming
coming to
to
Sydenham?
Sydenham? D o r i s P u l l e n !
to former Sydenham resident - centenarian -

In November 2018 it was announced that
Sydenham was on the list of 81 new locations
due for an upgrade to 5G to increase the speed
of WiFi being delivered into our homes.

Many local people will remember local historian
Doris Evelyn Pullen, who celebrated
her hundredth birthday on 4 October 2020.

Nothing more was heard about these plans until September
last year when a spate of ‘Prior Approval’ applications were
made to Lewisham and Bromley Councils for permission to
erect 5G ‘monopoles’ around the SE26 area, together with
associated equipment, without the need to go through the
formal planning process.

A Fellow of the Royal Genealogical Society, a
researcher for the Public Record Office, a founder
member of the Sydenham Society, a poet, a teacher
and lecturer, a volunteer nurse in wartime – she had a
varied and inspiring portfolio career.

Presumably using the Crystal Palace mast, the highest radio
mast on the highest ridge in South London, as a ‘feeder’, the
plans indicated that 15m monopoles (just under 50ft tall),
together with their 3 bulky cabinets, were planned for these
locations: a pavement in Wells Park Road overlooking the
park; another in Sydenham Park (a Conservation Area);
one at the junction of Longton Avenue/Longton Grove;
one in Lawrie Park Road by the Tennis Club, close to St
Christopher’s Hospice, over the border in Bromley; another,
taller at 16m (52.5 ft), to the rear of the BP Petrol station by
Cobbs Corner (another Conservation Area); in Newlands
Park, again just over the border with Bromley; and lastly at
Porthcawe Road in Lower Sydenham.

Her family lived in Newlands Park and, as her father
was in the Air Force, she and her mother travelled to
meet him on some of his placements, most notably in
Egypt. Apprenticed as a hairdresser, she trained as a
volunteer nurse (VAD), and on the outbreak of war, she
married her first husband. An interview for
‘Memories of War’, tells of Doris, her two baby
daughters and her mother, being evacuated, initially
to Wales, before returning to Sydenham, where their
house was bombed, and her son was born.*
Some years after the war she got divorced and then
married John (George) Pullen, a widower with two
sons, and together they had another daughter, at
the same time caring temporarily for other children,
including a boy from Germany. During this time Doris
studied at the Rachel McMillan College, and taught
locally. She and John both served on governing bodies
of local schools, and were active churchgoers.

The full extent of these monopoles is not clear, but it would
appear that to provide the stronger 5G signals, and to ensure
the strength of the signal is not lost, there is a need to bounce
signals from mast to mast at distances of 350 – 500m.

After her children left home, Doris' interest in local
history was able to develop. She worked for the Royal
Genealogical Society for 25 years as Monumental
Inscriptions Secretary, recording tombstone inscriptions
in churchyards including those in St Bartholomew’s,
Sydenham and Christ Church, Forest Hill. She also
taught genealogy for the Inner London Education
Authority until 1985. She researched, wrote, and
published or edited six local history books on South East
London, some with illustrations by John and her son
Terence, and she also contributed to others.

Local residents objected strongly to the imposition of these
ugly monopoles and the associated equipment without
planning permission, and thankfully, Lewisham and Bromley
have so far refused Prior Permission within our immediate
area. However, it is doubtful that this is the end of the matter
as Full Planning Applications are anticipated in due course.
Meanwhile it is understood that Michael Mansfield QC is
leading a legal team challenging the UK Government over its
failure to take notice of the health risks and public concerns
related to 5G.

Today she lives in Horley, near one of her daughters,
but her heart is still in Sydenham.
*Interview - Memoriesofwar.org.uk/documents/Doris_
Pullen.pdf accessed 15/09/20

As one of the UK’s most venerated barristers, Michael
Mansfield has led legal teams in high profile cases of civil liberty
and miscarriages of justice. He has represented the families of
Grenfell Tower, Lockerbie, the Ballymurphy Massacre
and Stephen Lawrence. He has recently been described as
“the king of human rights work” by The Legal 500, and as
a Leading Silk in civil liberties and human rights.

Her books are still available on Amazon: Pullen, Doris
E. Sydenham 1975, Penge.1978,revised edition 1990, Forest
Hill 1979. ISBN 0 9504171, Dulwich. Edited by F. J. Whyler
1983. ISBN 0 9504171 2 2, Wartime memories 1988. Merlin
BooksLtd, Braughton Books, Devon, Wagstaff, John, and
Pullen, Doris E, eds., Beckenham: an anthology of local
history, 1984. London, The Historical Association.
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The Bell Public House and the Old Bath House

Originally there was a Bell Alehouse on
old Sydenham Green from the 1720s.

This became included within
the land for the gasworks
in the 1770s, and was
subsequently demolished.
According to John Coulter
(author and historian) it was
licensed from the 1720s to
1778 and Sydenham Green
later became known as Bell
Green, due to the influence
of this early pub.

The present Bell Public
House was built around
1843, and was first licensed
in 1844 with an extension
added later. Steve Grindlay
(Sydenham’s local historian)
says there is some evidence
suggesting that a bell was
installed on Sydenham Green
to alert the staff at Place
House, near Catford, that
Queen Elizabeth I was due
to arrive, having travelled
from Greenwich Palace. Two
of the occupants at Place
House, William Aubrey
and Richard Bulkeley, were
courtiers to the Queen who,
it has been claimed, visited
them several times.

It would appear that the
Old Bath House is older
than first thought, and was
opened as Lewisham Public
Baths in 1907, presumably
as slipper baths for the
labouring classes.

It is now an architectural
salvage yard, but it was used
for many years in the 70s and
80s as a temporary hostel
for homeless young people,
known as ‘Stopover House’.
Part of the roofline of the
baths’ section is visible in the
picture below, but a better
view is available from the
rear of the adjacent Bell, but
is now inaccessible.
It is likely that the two
front entrances provided
separate entrances for men
and women. Earlier slipper
baths provided 1st and 2nd
class entrances which would
have attempted to stop
fraternisation of the sexes!

(See plans below for similar slipper baths
in Whitechapel)

Derek Randall

Cuts announced by
Lewisham Council
Our local authority needs
to make £40 million in cuts
over the next three years
– that’s the message passed down
by Lewisham in their annual
financial assessment.
The council has now identified and agreed nearly
£28 million in savings, which come into effect
over the next few months.
Extra spending on the Covid19 pandemic has
resulted in a shortfall in the council budget, making
the financial position even worse.

What is proposed:

Council tax to rise by 4.99 per cent.
•• This
means that the annual tax for a band D

property (in the middle of the range) rises from
£1,646 to £1,743 per year. The top H band
goes from £3,292 pa to £3,453 pa

The Bridge Leisure Centre in Kangley
•• Bridge
Road will not open after the

lockdown and will be closed indefinitely.
The council is making efforts to find a thirdparty group who may wish to use and finance
The Bridge

Assembly meetings (the quarterly
•• ward
community meetings for local discussion)
will be cancelled

Street sweeping is likely to be
•• less
frequent
The cuts include a further £0.5 million pounds
taken from the already hard-hit library
services budget.

Areas where people will be
made redundant
include the housing needs service (10 to 15), the
youth offending service, environmental services,
and business support for education.
Jobs are also at risk in legal, governance teams as
well as libraries and election services.
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New walking tours
around Sydenham
with Sue Hyde The Guide

Tired of the Zoom screen? Curious about
Sydenham’s history after your lockdown walks?
Let’s go on a walk and hear stories of the people
and places that made today’s Sydenham.
Introducing Sue Hyde The Guide.

Spring has sprung and at Ignition we are looking
forward to getting our bar ready to offer customers
a comfortable seat, as well as a great beer.

A Sydenham resident since 2012, I am a qualified London Blue
Badge Tourist Guide. In normal times, my job could involve
meeting an American family at a luxury Mayfair hotel for a
chauffeur-driven Tower of London and Westminster Abbey
tour. I could be crowd-managing the wait for Guard Change
at Buckingham Palace. I could be guiding people through
the labyrinth of British Museum galleries, on a Legal London
walking tour around the tranquil Inns of Court, navigating
alleys and skyscrapers of the City of London or guiding in
glorious sunshine around gardens, perhaps Kew or Hampton
Court Palace. You might find me at the front of a tourist coach,
microphone in hand, regaling 50 people with London past,
present and future as the coach driver navigates the Trafalgar
Square traffic.
My normal job disappeared overnight with Covid-19.

We have approached the pandemic with an abundance of
caution and that will continue as we work out how to have
the maximum amount of fun whilst ensuring the maximum
level of safety. The Team – who are all doing well – are
waiting for their second dose of the vaccine and so caution
is the order of the day.
Takeaway draught beer and bottle home-deliveries
have been really popular and so we are going to continue to
offer these. Will loves seeing the joy of people finding crates
of beer on their doorstep and Nick has finally mastered how
to fill a four-pinter with GTI American Pale Ale.
We think the trend for more entertaining at home is here
to stay and hope our fresh beer will be a winning part of any
dinner party.

Sydenham Walks
I miss guiding real people! So as we emerge from
lockdown, I plan to run guided walking tours to tell the
stories of Sydenham. I want to encourage all residents to
see Sydenham with fresh eyes and do our bit to help local
businesses, as we discover or re-discover a pub, store or
coffee shop needing a boost.
Walks will be themed, for example Cippa’s Drunkard
Settlement – the history of Sydenham pubs; Sydenham
Society through the Ages – the rich and (in)famous who
made it here; Parks and Pulpits – green spaces and churches
in Sydenham. Also guided cycle tours from Sydenham to
Greenwich will be available in the summer.
Walks will start on Saturday 24 and Sunday 25 April for
small groups of six in accordance with government regulations
and open up to bigger numbers after 17 May.
Online bookings only with £1 per booking donated to St.
Christopher’s Hospice. To find and join a walk see
www.suehydetheguide.co.uk, my Facebook page or
Instagram @SueHydeTheGuide.

At the taproom, we will offer outdoor and indoor
seating, with plans to refurbish the space during the
summer months to prepare for a new, socially-distant-butstill-attractive space where the good people of Sydenham
can relax with a pint. We will be signing up to the vaccine
passport scheme (as and when it emerges), because we
need to keep the Team safe and sound.
There are plans afoot to hold a series of events to catch-up
with what we missed in 2020, and we are also keen to hear
from you if you have any ideas for Community-based fun.
Creative minds with a love of Sydenham
should email the team at hello@ignition.beer

Huge thanks to all our customers
who have shown us enormous love and support
over the last year.
It’s great being in Sydenham and we are
looking forward to helping the High Street
return to being full of fun and life.

See you soon to explore our local streets!
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C S Forester
The article in our Summer
2020 newsletter about the
author C S Forester, and the
three houses he lived in on
Longton Avenue, brought a
number of responses from
local residents.

Bomb damage in Longton Avenue

Two residents provided a link to a ‘very, very
long’ biography of C S Forester by his son John,
who died in April 2020. John lived and grew
up at the various houses Forester occupied on
Longton Avenue and recounts a number of
anecdotes about his time in the Avenue and of
the surrounding area.
A link to the biography PDF can be found at

www.johnforester.com

(just at the top left of the webpage).

If you are interested in reading it, it
would be wise to download it in case the
website disappears.

The information on Longton Avenue history and
stories can be found from page 495 in the PDF.
In an interview, John described
36 Longton Avenue:

Bomb damage map

‘When I was a boy, we lived in England
in a three-decker apartment, with a
long and narrow garden sloping down
toward the local park, with
rose bushes at the bottom.
And at the age of 6 or so, I was set
on my bicycle and headed downhill.
Until I learned to turn around,
I ended in the rose bushes.
But I learned enough to turn around
and come back up.
And after that I was on the street.
My parents had both been cyclists, although
they gave it up when my father got a car.’

He also provided a fascinating description of the
surrounding area, including train journeys from
Upper Sydenham station to Lordship Lane station,
a regular journey taken to visit his grandparents in
East Dulwich.

John moved to the United States with his parents
when he was 10. And, following a brief stint in the
US Navy in the early 1950s during the Korean War,
he eventually settled in California to become, as he
described it,

"an industrial engineer, a senior research
engineer, a professor, and, of all things,
an expert in the science of bicycling.”

He became a lifelong campaigner for safer cycling
in the USA.
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7 Longton Avenue today

7 Longton Avenue today

Longton Avenue resident, Peter Lewis, understood
nos. 30-36 were damaged beyond repair by bombing
during WW2 (and as a result they were demolished) as
that was the explanation he was given for some of
the ‘warped windows at the front of his house’ at no.115.

As a footnote:

A Blue Plaque commemorating C S Forester already
exists on a house in East Dulwich, where he lived
from the age of 15 until he was 29 when he moved to
7 Longton Avenue (see above).
Although there are some people who are
commemorated by more than one (for example
Mahatma Gandhi, Lord Palmerston, William
Gladstone and William Makepeace Thackeray),
in recent years the rule has been only one plaque
per person.

Steve Grindlay, our local history expert, has
provided a map of the houses in the Upper
Sydenham area which shows local bomb damage
suffered at the time.

Also Graham Turnill wrote that his grandfather
bought 7 Longton Avenue in the 1920s and he
rented it to C S Forester in the 1930s. Forester’s
first Hornblower novel was written in the upstairs
room on the right-hand side of the house, which
overlooks Wells Park.

However, Lewisham Council has a ‘Maroon
Plaque’ Scheme which celebrates the remarkable
endeavours and achievements of some of its former
residents, including author Edith Nesbit, leading
theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, and social reformers
and educational theorists Margaret and Rachel
McMillan, who influenced development of
nursery education.

After publication, he became a wealthy man
and was then able to purchase his own home at
28 Longton Avenue (demolished in 1994).

It would seem appropriate therefore that C S
Forester, one of the greatest English writers of the
twentieth century, creator of the Hornblower stories,
who had many other of his books made into films
(including ‘The African Queen’, and very recently,
‘Greyhound’, starring Tom Hanks) should be put
forward for a Maroon Plaque at 7 Longton Avenue.
After all, he was a resident of Longton Avenue
(in three different houses), for over 15 years.
Pat Trembath
					

After he moved out, 7 Longton Avenue became the
Turnill family home and the room in which Forester
wrote his novels became their lounge. Graham’s
grandparents and their daughter lived on the ground
floor rooms, and his parents and two sons lived in
the 1st floor and attic rooms.
They had a very happy life there until 1976 when
the house was sold so his parents could move away.
The house still remains because his grandfather
and father fought off a long battle with Lewisham
Council, when they slapped on a compulsory
purchase order to continue with council flats that
were first built on the site of 64 Longton Grove,
which was demolished.

The owners of number 7 would be pleased if this
suggestion was put to Lewisham.

If an application is made a contribution of £1,000
towards the cost of producing such a plaque
would be sought.

The Sydenham Society considers this to be appropriate
and will launch a fundraising campaign.

In fact Graham’s father was Reg Turnill, known for
being the BBC Air Correspondent for many years.
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In March last year, we had no
knowledge of Zoom and would
never have dreamt of recording
and videoing all our concerts.
With the first lockdown our whole world fell apart, no
concerts, no rehearsals, no work.
But, within a few weeks, a few shoots of hope appeared
when we learnt about Zoom and discovered that we
could record remotely and create a video of us performing
together. It seemed crazy but worth a try so we put
together a few videos of us playing in our front rooms and
invited our usual audience on Zoom.
The support we felt from our community was immense,
with many joining us on our first intrepid online concert
and soon we had a regular fortnightly audience of nearly
100 people zooming in.
Since then, enSEmble26 has tripled our
mailing list with subscribers all over the world,
joined Instagram, recorded over 35 videos
and presented 17 online concerts!
Despite having performed only twice to a live audience,
we have never felt closer to our audience than we do now
and we are so looking forward to performing to
you all again!
Eleanor and I have recorded all of the Beethoven Violin
and Piano sonatas which has been no mean feat and we
are so delighted that our final concert of this series in May,
featuring the beautiful sonata no.10, will hopefully have
a live audience. We are planning a summer’s evening of
music on Saturday 12 June which will feature Schubert’s
beautiful Trout quintet and from September we will be
launching a new lunchtime series and an opportunity to
become a ‘friend’ of the ensemble.
In the autumn we will present a new children’s concert
and on 6 November we will be performing the fabulous
On Wenlock Edge by Vaughan Williams.
Join our mailing list at www.ensemble26.com
and follow us on Instagram @en_semble26
for all updates on upcoming concerts.

SWIPG is formed from a group of local residents
interested in the park and its general maintenance by
Glendale, who are contracted to manage
Lewisham’s parks.
Membership is free and if you are interested
in joining us please contact me (see below).
The Group meets quarterly with representatives of
Glendale, in the Gardeners’ Hut in the compound by the
main Wells Park Road gate.
Due to Covid, meetings recently have been held on
Zoom, but it is hoped that as lockdown restrictions are
relaxed, these quarterly meetings will be able to resume
in person.
Our popular annual May Bat Walk led by representatives
of the London Wildlife Trust has unfortunately again
been postponed, however our popular Annual Plant
Sale will take place a bit later in the summer – the date
has yet to be determined, but when known, it will be
advertised on the park gates, our website and in the
Sydenham Society weekly eNewsletter.
Sadly, one of our longest serving committee members,
Leslie McCombie, died in March. Contributions, in lieu
of floral tributes, are invited in order to purchase a mature
tree to be planted in the park in his memory during the
autumn. If you wish to make a donation, please contact me
and I will provide details of the SWIPG bank account.
Monika Mitchell (Chair SWIPG)
Website: sydenhamwellspark.org
Email monikasudek@gmail.com Mob 07803 000 501

We thank you all from the bottom of our hearts
for giving us so much love and hope in such a
difficult time and giving us a reason to
keep making music. See you soon!
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Sydenham
Arts.

Complete Schumann String Quartets
& Huw Watkins 'In My Craft or Sullen Art'
23 May 2021 3pm & 6pm St Stephen's, South Dulwich, College Road, SE21 7HW
Tickets: £20 single concert £35 all day ticket Under 26's
FREE entry supported by CAVATINA
www.eusebiusquartetststephens.eventbrite.co.uk
Pre-booking is essential for all tickets including free entry tickets.
These events will run at a half capacity
audience due to Covid-19 restrictions.

Sydenham Arts are delighted to announce
that the Artists Trail will once again take
over Sydenham in 2021.
In order to maximise the possibility of publicly
open space and events, we’ve made the decision
to move this year's trail from its usual June/July
slot to mid-September.
The trail will take place over the weekends
of 11/12 and 18/19 September and we hope
there will be a number of venues open to the
public so that visitors can 'feel' the art and
speak to the artists.
We plan to use larger exhibition spaces, as
we did so successfully in the atrium at Forest
Hill School in 2019, and other large venues
in the area.
Sydenham Arts are developing a new website
– scheduled to go live in June /July.
So watch out for more news, events and
exciting projects including the return of the
ever-popular Film Screenings, Music and
Performances as lockdown begins to ease.
Keep in touch by following us on Twitter,
Instagram and Facebook, or at our website,

IT’S TIM E T O R E N E W
YOUR M E M B E R S H I P !
Like many organisations, the Covid-19 pandemic
has led to a fall in income for the Sydenham Society.

So if your membership isn’t up to date,
now is the time to renew!
You can set up a Standing Order by completing
the form below, or go to our website at
sydenhamsociety.com and join via PayPal.
You can also send us a cheque by post.
Sydenham Society membership is great value
from as little as £5 a year –
less than the price of a cup of cappuccino
and cake in a local coffee shop!
If you need help with membership inquiries please
email our membership secretary Richard Cory at

membership@sydenhamsociety.com
or call him on 020 8778 5007.

sydenhamarts.co.uk.

!

SYDENHAM SO C I E T Y M E M B E R S H I P F O R M
Annual cost of membership
Individual (includes partner)		
Senior citizen (includes partner)
Postal member (includes partner)
To pay via PayPal

Renewal is due in January. Postal members are those resident
outside SE23 and SE26 post codes. Subscriptions can be paid by
cheque, standing order or PayPal (via the website).
Please make cheques payable to The Sydenham Society.

£6.00 per year
£5.00 per year
£8.50/£7.50 per year
50p extra per annum

Bank details for The Sydenham Society standing order

Name

Name of your bank/building society

Address

Address of your bank/building society
Account number

Post code
Tel day

Sort code

Signed
Your name (please print)

Tel eve

Please pay the Sydenham Society
(Lloyds Bank plc, Sydenham Branch, Sort Code 30-98-42, Account no. 00524410)
the sum of £8.50/£7.50/£6/£5 (please delete as appropriate)
on receipt of this instruction and on 5 January annually thereafter until further notice.
This replaces any standing order in favour of the ‘Sydenham Society’.

Email
Please tick here if you would like to receive our weekly email
newsletter which gives you news and events from the local area.

Please return to: Richard Cory, 39 Tannsfeld Road SE26 5DQ Tel: 020 8778 5007 Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com
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GREEN HOME

s h o o t s i n PARK!

During this last year with so many people using the local parks,
one often overlooked gem on our doorstep has been rediscovered
– Home Park. With a bit of TLC it could become Sydenham’s
‘village green’ and be as popular as Mayow and Sydenham Wells
parks, both of which are slightly tucked away. What’s more, the
Friends of Home Park (FOHP) has been re-launched, holding
its first Zoom meeting in March attracting more than 30 people.

Past achievements of the Friends of Home Park &
Friends of Sydenham Community Library include
Pre 2010 Anthony Scully and the Friends group secure funding
for the community garden, outdoor gym and the gazebo.
2011 A workshop is held in the library attended by 60+ people,
led by architect Ed Holloway and University of Kent colleagues,
to seek views for plans to be consulted on at local ward assemblies.
2013 £37,500 in funding from the Mayor of London’s
Pocket Parks Fund is matched by Lewisham with Section 106
funding; Wynne-Williams Associates Landscape Architects
are selected to create the scheme.
2014 The refurbished community library reopens, complete
with kitchen & café and £10k funding received from Veolia
Environmental Trust for additional paving, electrical work,
signage and noticeboards. Also £10k received from Awards for All.
2015 Artist Dave Evans steps forward with plans for the story
chair, carved wooden seats and wooden books to decorate the
new planter. The first event is held on the Literary Piazza – the
grand finale of Sydenham Arts week, including a book trail from
Kirkdale Bookshop to the Library. December then sees our
first Christmas tree!
And in 2021 It is fantastic to see the enthusiasm from the
new FOHP committee members: Caroline Normanton and
Bella Cunnington Waugh (Co-Chairs), Khoria Stewart
(Secretary) and Ilse Towler (Treasurer).
More members welcomed. Do follow @homeparkSE26
on Twitter, on Facebook, or we’d love to hear from you on email:

FriendsOfHomePark@gmail.com
W E L C O ME TO NEW MEMBE RS
A warm welcome to the following new members
Amanda Barnes
Darren Bird

Rachel Carey-Thomas
Hannah Dolby
Kelly Furber

Martin Hearson
Sue Hyde
Keith Knox

Jack Lavery
Sue May
Mrs Christine Begg

Mrs Polly Perkins
Barry Warrener

Please note that subscriptions for 2021 are now due. Richard Cory, Treasurer, 39 Tannsfeld Road SE26 5DQ. Tel: 020 8778 5007
Email: membership@sydenhamsociety.com Membership cards: we agreed at the 2015 AGM that to lower costs we will only issue
membership cards when you pay your subscription in cash or if you send a self-addressed envelope.

www.sydenhamsociety.com
Covering all aspects of local community matters

Member of the London Forum

